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Preface ™

The development of research methodology suited to its special needs has
been a major factor in propelling immunology to its present unique position
among the biological sciences. Impressive as is the record of this timely

-emergence of methodology, ever newer and more innovative research
methods continue to evolve.

Dissemination of this newer, changing methodology is at best an uncer-
tain, diffuse affair. Eventually most of it appears in one form or another in
the traditional experimental journals, but at the time of their inception the

details of individual methods, their potential, and, thus, limitations are toa_
large extent communicated informally by personal contdct. It is in this'latter

context that investigators at THe Basel Institute, operating in the
‘“‘hot-spots’’ of immunology, play an important role in that they constitute
a lively, critical, interacting environment with associations that favor the
verification, refinement, and consolidation of novel experimental pro-
cedures. In this respect The Basel Institute has become a kind of proving
ground and clearing house for experimental design, probes, and approaches
to coping with basic biologic issues. It is our aim to have these volumes, in-
sofar as possible, reflect the methodologic advances that emerge from this
informal, spontaneous, sorting-out process.

In the preceding volume a selected group of procedures was assembled
with a view toward representation of diverse applications and areas of wide
interest for most immunology laboratories. Our original concept, to which
we remain committed, was to publish methods that were judged timely,
compelling, or especially useful. In this sense, it was intended that volumes
subsequent to the first one would supplement it rather than supercede it.
This then is the first of such follow-up volumes, which are intended to pro-
vide a timely, fresh, updated assemblage of procedures judged especially
appropriate for contemporary studies in immunology. It is not intended to
seek a balance in such collections. Rather, it seems more appropriate to
have each collection reflect the kind of activities prevailing at the time.

Such an ambitious projection of our intent might seem unduly op-

timistic were it not for the fact that The Basel Institute for Immunology has
funetioned so far as an international center for both young and established

investigators from all over the world. It has become agreeably evident that
visitors and staff as well continue generously to share, via these volumes,
their methodologic knowledge and experience with colleagues everywhere.

Ivan Lefkovits
Benvenuto Pernis
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