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Preface

It has been three years since “Energetics of Biological Macromole-
cules,” Methods in Enzymology, Volume 259 was published. During this
time the demand for modern thermodynamic techniques and conceptualiza-
tions has continued to grow in parallel with ongoing discoveries and synthe-
ses (e.g., by recombinant methods) of previously unknown biological macro-
molecules and the increased efforts to understand their biological
significance at new levels of structural and energetic detail. These trends,
and the strongly favorable response to the earlier volume, have motivated
a second ensemble of biothermodynamic articles. We trust that this volume
will also be especially useful to researchers and students whose goal is to
connect the functional energetics of macromolecular structures with their
biological functions.

GARY K. ACKERS
MIcCHAEL L. JOHNSON
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