BlELE

CYNDIA SUSAN+
MICHAEL M. WH




STUDENTS
WRITING
ACROSS THE
DISCIPLINES

Cyndia Susan Clegg « Michael M. Wheeler'

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY

Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.

Fort Worth  Chicago  San Francisco  Philadelphia
Montreal Toronto London Sydney Tokyo



Pages 104-105, ““The End of the World” from NEW AND COLLECTED POEMS: 1917-1982
by Archibald MacLeish. Copyright © 1985 by the Estate of Archibald MacLeish. Reprinted by
permission of Houghton Mifflin Co.

Publisher

Acquisitions Editor
Developmental Editor
Senior Project Editor
Manager of Production
Art & Design Supervisor
Text Design

Cover Design

Cover Photography

Ted Buchholz

Michael Rosenberg
Martin Lewis

Charlie Dierker

Tad Gaither

Vicki McAlindon Horton
Rita Naughton

Vicki McAlindon Horton
Gary Logan

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Clegg, Cyndia Susan.

Students writing across the disciplines

cm.

p.
1. College readers. 2. English language— Rhetoric.
3. Interdisciplinary approach in education. 1. Wheeler, Michael M.

II. Title
PE1417.C628 1991
808'.0427—dc20

ISBN: 0-03-028762-6

90-34305
crp

Copyright © 1991 by Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording or any information
storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.

Requests for permission to make copies of any part of the work should be mailed to: Copyrights
and Permissions Department, Holt, Rinehart and Winston Inc., Orlando, FL 32887.

Address for Editorial Correspondence Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.,

301 Commerce Street, Suite 3700, Fort Worth,
TX 76102

Address for Orders Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.,

6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, FL 32887
1-800-782-4479, or 1-800-433-0001 (in Florida)

Printed in the United States of America

1 2 3 4 09 9

8 7 6 54 3 121

Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.

The Dryden Press

Saunders College Publishing



Students
Writing
Across the
Disciplines

A GIFT OF 1
THE MIA FOUNDATION
DISTRIBUTED BY §
SHANGHAI if. TERNATIONAL STUDIES }
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

*@ﬁﬂgééwﬁl
i) AJ:}‘-P’" ]




Preface

Students Writing Across the Disciplines shows our commitment to
engaging students, both in writing courses and in the entire academic com-
munity, in the kind of intellectual discourse that is the principal endeavor
of colleges and universities. Since their medieval beginnings, colleges and
universities have played two sometimes contradictory roles. They have con-
ferred degrees, virtually certifying professional competence, initially for
doctors, lawyers, clergymen, and philosophers, and later with scientific and
industrial expansion, for scientists, engineers, businessmen, and teachers.
They have also served as centers of learning, creating new knowledge, pre-
serving and transmitting knowledge of the past, reappraising constantly the
relationship between old and new. The one role, certifying graduates, is
pragmatic and functional; the other, learning, abstract and esoteric.

Writing for college courses resembles the college and university’s es-
sentially dichotomous nature. Writing skills—planning, information gath-
ering, recognizing audiences and purposes, organizing, comforming to
grammar and paragraph conventions, revising—improve by study and prac-
tice; they are a kind of competence that can be learned. Writing course re-
quirements participate in the college and university’s credential conferring
role. Students who meet this requirement are “licensed” to write in college.
“QOur English students can write a coherent paper, correct in format and
grammar, using and documenting sources,” we composition teachers say to
our colleagues in other disciplines, and certainly, the goal of mastering writ-
ing skills affords a valuable focus for both you, as a student, and us, as writ-
ing instructors. But somehow, when skills are our only focus, we all feel
cheated. Composition courses, rather than engaging us in college education,
seem to be a prefatory rite of passage.

To understand what else a college composition course can do besides
certifying a student’s writing skills, consider the other role colleges and uni-
versities play, as centers of learning. In this role colleges and universities

vii



viii ¢ STUDENTS WRITING ACROSS THE DISCIPLINES

create new knowledge, preserve and transmit knowledge of the past, and re-
appraise constantly the relationship between old knowledge and new. But
who precisely does this, and how do they do it?

Faculty members like to think of themselves as the custodians of
learning—as the college’s center—but so too do students and administra-
tors. Some disciplines—at some schools the sciences, at others the humani-
ties—even go so far as to see themselves as the essence of the college or
university’s endeavor. In reality, as a center of learning, the university’s var-
ious populations and disciplines are interdependent. Yes, scientists and so-
cial scientists may discover more new knowledge, and historians and
literature professors may preserve and transmit more of the past, but stu-
dents in every discipline along with their professors engage in discovering,
preserving, transmitting, and reappraising knowledge. And all of us partici-
pate in the same ways—through reading, talking, experimenting, thinking,
and writing. Participants in the learning enterprise engage in an ongoing dis-
course with their immediate colleagues in labs, lunchrooms, offices, and
dorms; with colleagues at other colleges and universities at conferences and
in professional journals; and with writers and thinkers of the past by reading
and thinking on our own. By collecting and publishing student essays in
Students Writing Across the Disciplines, we wish not only to emphasize the
important place of students in academic discourse and the value of their
writing, but to invite you into the community. By reading fellow students’
essays written for courses in various disciplines, by talking about these with
classmates, and by writing in response to their ideas, you engage in the chal-
lenge and excitement of education in your composition class.

You may ask how one course can address such diversity. All of us who
declare majors or teach in our “‘expert” areas tend to forget that the learning
enterprise across the academic curriculum engages us in as many common
approaches for reading, thinking, and writing, as it does diverse subjects.
Whether we are botanists, psychologists, or literary theorists, we need to be
able to recount (transmit past knowledge; all of us need to know how to
summarize—to review—the learning of our forebears. While our ap-
proaches for acquiring new knowledge may differ, we need to describe our
approaches (experimental methods| to our colleagues, students, and faculty,
who may also wish to pursue our line of investigation. The kind of imagina-
tive thinking that allows the physicist to consider discrepancies in data and
generate a new theory for subatomic particles resides as well in the student
who, after reading recent research on subliminally gratifying stimuli, looks
at a psychiatric patient’s case history and proposes new treatment.

This textbook invites students and instructors to engage in the whole
learning enterprise by both developing competence in writing skills and en-
tering into the academic community’s discourse. To assist in reaching this
goal, this text is divided into two sections—a short course in writing and
reading critically and an anthology of essays students have written for
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caurses across the academic curriculum. The first section includes chapters
on:

« Controlling Writing Situations by Attitudes and Good Writing
Habits.

» Critical Reading.

« The Writing Process: Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, and Editing.

+ Writing from Sources: Quoting, Summarizing, and Paraphrasing.

* Documentation Strategies and Formats: Modern Language Associa-
tion (MLA), American Psychological Association {APA), Council of
Biological Editors (CBE}, and Chicago Manual of Style.

The section on student writing includes a chapter on:

* Learning from Student Writing: The most common kinds of essays
including scientific reports, position papers, critical analyses, litera-
ture reviews, and critiques.

Finally, the Anthology section of Student Writing includes essays from:

» Science.

» Social Science.

* Business.

« Humanities and the Arts.

The essays in the anthology reflect actual course work, some in rheto-
ric and composition courses, but predominantly in the disciplines. A brief
note precedes each essay describing the assignment and the course. Ques-
tions drawing attention to writing strategies and encouraging discussion fol-
low. Each section closes with suggestions for writing.

The essays that appear here represent the best work of students at uni-
versities, technical and liberal arts colleges, and community colleges across
the United States. As editors, perhaps the most surprising thing we found
was how consistent assignments were from similar courses at different
schools, and how writing tasks crossed discipline lines. The essays here re-
flect this. Common to all disciplines are critiques, reviews, summaries of
relevant literature, and comparative analyses. As a result, this text focuses
on how to develop writing and research skills and adapts these skills to the
demands of different disciplines.

We would like to thank the following contributors who assisted us in
the monumental task of acquiring student essays from their colleagues on
other parts of their campuses: David Chapman, Texas Tech University;
Mary Cullinan, California State University, Hayward; Grace loppolo,
UCLA; Gladys Leithauser, University of Michigan; Louis Molina, Dade
Community College; Christopher Monte, Manhattanville College; Donald
Murray, University of New Hampshire; Linda Robertson, Hobart and Wil-
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liam Smith Colleges; James Semones, San Jacinto College; Chris Thaiss,
George Mason University; and Lance Wilcox, University of Minnesota.

We are also indebted to those who have helped us develop and refine
this book. Kate Morgan and Charlyce Jones Owen, former Holt, Rinehart
and Winston editors, provided invaluable assistance in setting the project in
motion. Martin Lewis, developmental editor at Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
has truly seen this project through manuscript and revision into production.
We would also like to thank our reviewers who have provided useful com-
ments: Cathryn Amdahl, Washington State University; Nancy P. Bent, Ith-
aca College; Alexander Friedlander, Drexel University; Christine Hult,
Utah State University; John O’Connor, George Mason University; Margaret
Smith, University of Texas—El Paso; Barbara Stout, Montgomery College;
and Kimberly Town, Ohio State University.
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