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Cost of Abstracts

Coit des comptes rendus analytiques

Voir § 4.2. du Rapport UNESCO/NSSACH
See §4.2. of Report UNESCO/NS/SAC 1
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1. Cost of abstracts,
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RAPID MICROFILM REPRODUCER
WITH ELECTRONIC SELECTOR

The machine offers the same possibilities as punched cards—and no more—for the selec-
tion of documents. Its great advantage, apart from its speed, is that copies of the selected
documents themselves are reproduced photographically while the selection proceeds.

When an enquiry is received at the documentation centre, an assistant translates it
into a set of code numbers which he sets up on the keyboard of an interrogator. The
interrogator translates these numbers inte signals which it feeds continuously to the
comparator. The microfilm, which carries abstracts and associated code patterns, passes
through the scanner at the speed of 3 metres per second. The scanner translates these
patterns into signals which it also feeds to the comparator. When the comparator
finds that the signals from the scanner correspond with those from the interrogator, it
triggers the flash tube. The desired abstract is photographed by the camera with the
light of the flash. The camera advances its film ready to photograph the next abstract
selected. When the run ends the camera contains photographs of all the abstracts on
the microfilm which answer the question put by the interrogator.

One interrogator may put its question to several comparator-scanner-camera units
at the same time.

Several interrogators may put questions to the same comparator-scanner-camera unit
at the same time, in which case the camera will photograph all the abstracts which reply
to each of these questions,

Further information may be obtained from the Association pour utilisation et la
diffusion de la documentation, 18, avenue de Villars, Paris-7¢.
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