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Preface

The study on which this book is based was undertaken in 1963 and car-
ried out intermittently over seven years. It presents certain ideas that
we have reached through a consideration of the economic growth ex-
perienced in France since the end of World War I1.

The first impetus for this work came to us from Professors M. Abramo-
vitz and S. Kuznets and from the Social Science Research Council, who
encouraged parallel research on growth in seven industrial countries:
Germany, Great Britain, the United States, France, Ttaly, Japan, and
Sweden. We had the pleasure of meeting the authors of the studies on
these other countrics twice, in London in January 1964 and at Saltsjo-
baden, Sweden, in July 1965. Although no systematic coordination of
these studies has been attempted, we satisfied ourselves during these
two meetings that we were pursuing similar goals and were following
the same methods.

As our study was taking shape, it was the subject of numerous papers
and discussions at the Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes
Economiques (INSEE) within the framework of the research confer-
ences of the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes. We bencfited from the
advice and suggestions of persons too numerous to mention. But among
those to whom we must especially express our gratitude are MM. L.
Blanc, R. Froment, C. Gruson, J. Mayer, C. Prou, J. Ripert, L. A. Vincent,
J. Ullmo, and Y. Youneés. Above all, our friend P. Berthet, now dead be-
fore his time, contributed to this project at its outset and through all of
its subsequent stages. May our work meet the high standards of quality
he always set. Finally, by numerous suggestions Professor M. Abram-
ovitz helped us improve the first rough drafts of this book.

Our study does not, of course, commit either the organizations to
which we belong or the many people who have helped us. But it is
inspired to a great extent by what we have learned from both.
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