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Series Editor’s Foreword

JESSIE ANN OWENS

Recent years have seen a critical reassessment of our approach to early music.
Musicians, scholars, and critics have been searching for ways of talking about
and reacting to the music that engage it not from the perspectives of later
music but rather on its own terms. These new approaches would not be
possible without the scholarship of the previous decades. The discovery and
cataloguing of musical sources, the preparation of critical editions, and the
investigation of archival documents have furnished important information
about composers, performers, patrons, and institutions that supported the
creation and performance of early music. Building on this work, the editors
of these volumes now seek to develop and explore analytical methodologies
for the discussion of early music as music.

Analytic methods are not easily found for early music. The theorists of the
time had their own agendas, and they do not provide models that suit our
purposes. As a consequence, many twentieth-century scholars have chosen
approaches that reflect their own beliefs about early music and its relation
to later music. While some continue to rely on common practice tonality as
a prism through which to view early music, others have begun to explore
methods that respect the integrity and self-sufficiency of the languages of
early music.

We offer a forum for exploration of particular topics, from both method-
ological and critical viewpoints. Our premise is that we can best develop
new methodologies by encouraging debate. We will explore compositional
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procedures, tonal structures, musical borrowing, and other topics, focusing
both on individual compositions and on theoretical systems. We seek to
encourage critical writing about music that will be useful to performers,
listeners, and scholars.
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