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PACIFIC
OCEAN

A paradox of today’s world is that both integration and disintegration are increasing.
As new global links have been forged though the media, migration, and advanced information
technology, many nati-n-states have shattered. Since 1990 two dozen nation-states have come
into being. .

Nation-states rise and fall. Only 14 countries can claim an uninterrupted existence exceeding
200 years. As old political units have fragmented, the appearance of new states has accelerated.
Before 1800, states arose on average just once every 175 years. The rate has jumped from one
new country every four years in the 19th century, to one every 18 months between 1900 and 1950,
and to one every five months since 1950. The world now contains at least 184 internationally recognized
nation-states. Some of the newer ones, like Bosnia-Herzogovina, are fragments of older states (Yugoslavia).
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