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Prepace

One of the most stimulating aspects of the discipline of sociology is that it deals
with the major issues confronting our planet, our nation, and our lives. Perhaps
more than any other discipline, sociology deals with the substance of ordinary life—
getting a job, getting married (and staying that way), caring for children, and caring
for aging parents. Sociologists also grapple with the major national and interna-
tional problems of our times: homelessness, health care reform, environmental
degradation, and poverty and dependence in the least-developed nations. An intro-
ductory textbook has both the challenge and the opportunity of giving students the
sociological framework that will help them better understand how social structures
shape the details of their own personal lives and the larger social world that sur-
rounds them.

This fourth edition of Essentials of Sociology, has the same goal as the preceding
editions: to provide a concise, balanced introduction to the field of sociology that is
shorter and less expensive than a comprehensive text. Like the first three editions,
the fourth edition provides a careful blend of theory and the latest research, com-
bined with a series of examples, case studies, and applications that will help students
develop the sociological imagination.

The fourth edition of Essentials of Sociology will be particularly helpful for in-
structors who teach short academic terms and have difficulty covering the material
in a comprehensive text or for those who wish to supplement their text with readers,
literature, or activities. In condensing the book, we have retained all the central con-
cepts, theories, and research findings. We have also retained the examples that help

students grasp the basics of the discipline and ensure that the book will be engaging
and readable.

Changes in the Fourth Edition

This edition of Essentials of Sociology is a thoroughly revised version of the previous
edition of Essentials. This volume has been thoroughly updated. We have carefully
reviewed all the major journals and many of the specialty journals in order to pro-
vide students with the most current findings. Figures and graphs have been revised
to incorporate the very latest data available.

Second, the book has been revised to take into account recent topical develop-
ments in the field. Over the last few years, the discipline of sociology has become
more structural, more interested in all aspects of diversity—including issues of
global interdependency-—and more concerned with the social impact of technology.
The fourth edition of Essentials of Sociology reflects these changes. To reflect the con-
cern with social structure, a new chapter on social networks and groups has been
added to the text. Coverage of diversity issues has been expanded by including two
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new chapters on gender and age inequalities. More cross-national examples have
been incorporated throughout the text. Chapter 10, for instance, includes a case
study of declining life expectancies in Eastern Europe and Russia. In Chapter 3, the
Focus On box features an analysis of “the strength of weak ties” in China and
Singapore, and the Focus On box in Chapter 13 addresses Sweden’s democratic so-
cialist system. Material on the new Human Development Index is included in
Chapter 7. Finally, the social impact of technological change has been expanded
throughout the text. In addition to its extended treatment in Chapter 15, technol-
ogy receives attention in a new Focus on Technology feature incorporated in seven
of the chapters of this fourth edition. For example, the Focus On box in Chapter 11
analyzes the relationship between technology, gender roles, and kinkeeping;
Chapter 9 includes a Focus On box, highlighting the ways in which technology can
be an equity issue; and, in Chapter 5, the impact of technology on law enforcement
is discussed.

Plan o} the Book

The fourth edition of Essentials of Sociology retains the pedagogical features that have
made it successful. Each chapter contains at least one high-interest boxed insett.
Clearly identified concepts, concept summaries, and chapter summaries continue to
aid students in mastering the material. New Critical Thinking questions have been
added to each chapter. Useful as the basis for group discussion or as individual writ-
ing assignments, these questions challenge students to apply sociological concepts
and theory to problems relevant to their immediate lives.

Focus On

A boxed insert in each chapter introduces provocative and interesting issues. These
Focus Ons fall into four different formats: Focus on American Diversity, Focus on a
Global Perspective, Focus on Application, and Focus on Technology. To demon-
strate to students the importance of understanding the increasing diversity of
American society, the Focus on American Diversity boxes examine issues such as the
measurement of 1Q, gay and lesbian families, and gender differences in mathemas-
ics. The Focus on Global Perspective seties introduces students to a comparative ap-
proach to social issues and to social science research and deals with topics such as
women and development, international migration, and survey research in Nigeria.
The Focus on Application boxes address important social issues and policy concerns
such as the environmental movement and who benefits from current government
subsidy and welfare programs. Finally, the Focus on Technology series links techno-
logical innovation to social change by analyzing the implications of technology for
social relationships, social control, and social institutions.

Chapter Summaries

A short point-by-point summary lists the chief points made in each chapter. These
summaries will aid the beginning student in studying the text and distinguishing
the central from the supporting points.



Concept Learning Aids

Learning new concepts and new vocabulary is vital to developing a new perspective.
In Essentials of Sociology, this learning is facilitated in four ways. When new concepts
first appear in the text, they are printed in boldface type, and complete definitions
are set out clearly in the margin. Whenever several related concepts are introduced
(for example, pluralist, power elite, conflict/dialectic, and state autonomy models of
American government), a concept summary is included as a text figure to summa-
rize the definitions, give examples, and clarify differences. Third, a glossary appears
at the end of the book for handy reference. Finally, Critical Thinking questions en-
courage students to make concepts and terms a working part of their vocabulary by
using them to discuss a problem of personal or social relevance.

Internet Resources

An entirely new feature of this edition is the addition of suggested Internet sites at
the end of each chapter. Some of the most relevant sites on the net for finding infor-
mation related to issues discussed in Essentials of Sociology have been identified. For
example, browsers are directed to sites that specialize in Marxism (Chapter 1), deaf-
ness (Chapter 2), international population data (Chapter 14), and gay and lesbian
issues (Chapter 4).

InpoTrac College Edition Exercises

Another new feature to the fourth edition is a series of InfoTrac College Edition ex-
ercises included at the end of each chapter. InfoTrac College Edition is an on-line
database of 600 periodicals, journals, and magazines. Readers are asked to use spe-
cific InfoTrac articles in formulating their responses to the Critical Thinking ques-
tions in the text.

Student Study Guide

The student Study Guide will be invaluable in helping students master the material.
The study guide contains an outline of each chapter, practice questions in matching,
completion, multiple-choice, and essay form.
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