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PREFACE

Owing to the great reception this book has been accorded by surgeons throughout the
world and also owing to the recent advances that have been made in Abdominal Surgery
since the publication of. the fifth edition of 4bdominal Operations in 1969, it has been
necessary to bring this edition up to date, to revise the whole work thoroughly and com-
pletely, to delete a number of out-dated chapters and many old illustrations, to enlarge
and to reset it entirely into new.Sections, Chapters and Parts, and to design a new format.

Revision for this Sixth Edition has been so extensive that it really represents a com-
pletely new book.

To ensure that certain specialized subjects in this vast -field should receive expert
consideration the aid of 97 eminent contributors has been invoked, with the addition of
26 new Chapters and Parts and 604 illustrations, the majority being drawn by well known
medical artists. )

This work by a combined team of distinguished Anglo-American authors is intended
to present a complete and explicit account of the technique of all of the approved ab-
dominal operationsas are practised today in.the Teaching Hospitals, large General Hos-
pitals, and Surgical Clinics in Great Britain and the United States.

It also deals with the choice of operations; the preoperative preparation and the
postoperative care of the patient; the immediate and remote results of the various pro-
cedures described; the difficulties and dangers which sometimes arise during the conduct
of operations; the consequences of altered physiology (metabolic disorders) which follow
many abdominal procedures; recent progress in abdominal surgery, as well as the im-
portance of decision in: the time of emergency.

Throughout these two volumes my prime object has been to provide top priority and
especial emphasis to the numerous technical steps of abdominal operations. This will be
appreciated by realizing that fully 80 percent of the illustrations and contents are devoted
to the minutiae of present-day technique.

However, brief and relevant accounts have also been submitted on modern diagnostic
procedures including radiological, endoscopic, biochemical and other laboratory investiga-
tions, as well as on the clinical and pathological aspects of many lesions of the.abdominal
viscera. , : : :

In a work of this nature dealing as it does with a large number of subjects, many of
which are closely related, it is impossible to avoid a certain degree of repetition, over-
lapping, difference of opinion and controversy. According to Moynihan * “Controversy in
surgery may often tend to be coarsening, but we cannot gainsay it has occasional ad-
vantages. It serves to challenge opinions which might be too readily accepted; to oppose
reason to authority; to destroy prejudices, or to support a truth which otherwise might
long pass unnoticed. . . . Controversy is the very soul of scholarship.”

As all literature is personal, the contributors have been given a free hand with their
individual sections. A certain latitude in style and expression is stimulating to the thought-
ful reader.

The occasipnal diversity of opinion expressed may be helpiul by encouraging a closer
study of such subjects to enable the reader to form his own conclusions. I also believe
that a certain degree of repetition in order to emphasize a point in teaching, to enforce
a precept, or to offer an illustration cannot well be avoided.

It is hoped that this new edition will gain even further favour and will continue to
appeal, as it has done in the past 33 years, to abdominal surgeons, to chief assistants on
surgical units, to surgical registrars, to resident surgical officers, to general surgeons, to

* The Spleen’ and Some of Its Dis.ases, John Wﬁght & Sons Ltd., Bristol, 1921.
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PREFACE

postgraduates studying for higher degrees in surgery and to all those who are interested in
the present-day progress of abdominal surgery.

I tender my most cordial, appreciative and grateful thanks to the following: (1) to the
contributors for their ready and loyal cooperation, and also for the excellence of their
articles and illustrations which have played such an important part in enhancing the
value of this work; (2) to many distinguished authorities (some of whom are contributing
authors) who have supplied me with statistical data, drawings, and concise accounts of the
techniques they employ for certain operations, or who have submitted other data. These
include among many others: Dr. Henry L. Bockus; Dr. Bentley Colcock; Dr. George Crile,
Jr.; Dr. Loyal Davis; Dr. Cuthbert Dukes; Professor Harold Ellis; Dr. W. L. Estes, Jrs
Dr. Frank Glenn; Professor J. C. Goligher; Dr. Robert E. Gross; Sir Charles Illingworth;
Dr. Edward S. Judd; Dr. Lucien Leger; Dr. John L. Madden; Dr. C. B. McVay; Dr. R. W.
ReMine; Mr. George Qvist; Professor Sheila Sherlock; Mr. Rodney Smith; Dr. Richard
Warren; and Professor Robert Zollinger; (3) to the numerous editors, publishers of Journals
and monographs, and authors who have generously allowed me to quote important pas-
sages from their works, to abstracy valuable statistical data, to borrow tables and sketches,
or to reproduce, adapt, or modify their illustrations, the full recognition of which is made
under Acknowledgments or under the captions; (4) to the surgeons at home and abroad,
who have so kindly extended me the privilege of witneéssing their work and of attending
their lectures, sessions, ward rounds or conferences; (5) to those who fave readily assisted
me with the loan of radiographs; (6) to those surgeons and reviewers who have tendered
me their suggestions, advice and helpful criticisms (and these were indeed many!) and
who have done so much to stimulate and encourage me in this most difficult and highly
responsible task; and, finally, (7) to the publishers, Appleton-Century-Crofts, to Mr. David
Stires, their highly efficient Diréctor and his able associates, Miss Joan Donovan, Marketing
Director, and Mrs. Berta Steiner Rosenberg, Managing Editor, for their great help in
arrangement of this book, for their readiness to adopt my suggestions, for their coopera-
tion and hospitality and, above all, for overcoming every obstacle so that success might
be achieved.

The illustrations constitute one of the outstanding features of this edition. Believing,
as I do, in the great potentialities of good illustrations, I have introduced as many as 604
new pictures in the text, making a grand total of 1727 illustrations. The majority of the
time-honoured illustrations of the previous editions have been eliminated but I have re-
tained a few of the original, vivid, artistic and instructive pictures which were drawn by
that talented artist, Miss Pauline Lariviére, who was a pupil of Max Brodel, the greatest
medical artist of all' time. ’ '

I have been fortunate in having the valuable aid of Mr. Robert Lane, who has drawn
many illustrations for me and. for British Contributors. His pictures are, in my opinion,
masterpieces in that the technical details of the various operative procedures which are
so faithfully reproduced are, after careful study, vigorously and indelibly impressed upon
the mind. I am indebted to him and also to a number of other British artists for their
fine craftsmanship, artistic skill and accuracy, and for the great pains they have taken to
make their contributions a success.

The very high standard of illustration is also well maintained in the superbly drawn
pictures which have been so generously supplied by the American authors. .

I should like now to express sincere gratitude to my wife for her forbearance and I
sincerely hope that the wives of the contributors have been as tolerant as mine has been.

To my secretaries, Miss E. Margaret Thomas and Mrs. B. K. Mason, I owe a great debt
of gratitude for helping me with every step of the work, for typing and retyping numerous
manuscripts, for reading and editing the galley and page proofs with me after consulting
hours, and for their encouragement and perseverance during our joint labours.

Rodney Maingot

25 Wimpole Street
London, WIM 7AD
England
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FIG. 1. Anatomical study. depicting the muscular and aponeurofic distribution and the nerve
and blood supply of the anterior abdominal wall. 1. lllustration®of a fransverse n of the
anterior abdominal wall above the umbilicus. 2. lllustration of a transverse section of the
anterior abdominal wall below the semilunar fold of Douglas. Note the direction of the dorsal
nerves, the position of the ‘superior and inferior epigastric. ‘arteries and of the fibrous: inter-
sections of the rectus muscle.




FIG. 2. The anatomy of the pancreas,
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FIG. 3. Arterial blood supply to the colon and rectum.



