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Environmental Values in a

Globalising World

This multidisciplinary volume presents a refreshing new approach to environ-
mental values in the global age. It investigates the challenges that globalisation
poses to traditional environmental values, in general as well as in politics and
international environmental affairs, and in environmental governance.

Divided into five parts, the book investigates how environmental values could
be reconceived in a globalising world:

Part I explores contemporary environmental values and their implications for a
globalising world.

Part II examines the development of Western and Eastern environmental values.

Part ITI discusses contemporary environmental politics.

Part IV examines how values inform environmental governance and how
governance solutions influence which values are realised.

Part V concludes the volume with two different views of the prospects of
environmental values in a globalising world.

Environmental Values in a Globalising World will be of interest to students and
researchers studying the environment in philosophy, political science, interna-
tional relations, international environmental law, environmental studies and
development studies.

Jouni Paavola is Senior Research Associate at the Centre for Social and
Economic Research on the Global Environment (CSERGE), University of East
Anglia, and Associate Fellow of the Oxford Centre for the Environment, Ethics
and Society (OCEES), Mansfield College, Oxford.

Ian Lowe is Emeritus Professor of Science, Technology and Society at Griffith
University in Brisbane, President of Queensland Academy of Arts and Sciences
and a former Director of Australia’s Commission for the Future.
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Foreword

| am delighted to congratulate the editors of this volume on bringing together a
significant contribution to the ‘Challenges of Globalisation’ series. They and the
contributors have laboured long and hard to produce this set of related essays.
We all met together for an intensive two-day workshop held in Mansfield
College, Oxford to share and hone our own ideas in developing this book. That
workshop was thoroughly stimulating and deeply thought-provoking. We hope
that the book that has been born of those discussions is similarly stimulating and
thought-provoking.

The editors have done a splendid job of indicating the themes and structure
of the book in their introduction, I will merely seek to provide some context.

The series

Since the Second World War, the United Nations and other institutions have
sought to encourage both the spread of sovereignty and the recognition of
universal values (especially human rights) by all sovereign states. This could be
dubbed the ‘UN project’ - every people a sovereign state, every sovereign state a
respecter of human rights.

However, a range of recent trends, which are popularly labelled ‘globalisa-
tion’, have rocked the assumption that a world of strong sovereign states was the
natural condition to which human societies were evolving. Rather than a process
in which distinct geographic areas were politically crystallised as states, the last
300 years could now be interpreted as a relatively brief interlude in the develop-
ment of political communities and political institutions. Sovereign states are not
the end point of constitutional development but a mere transitory phase.

The political and economic forces collectively called ‘globalisation’ have
undermined the assumption of the strong state as the context for political debate
about the balancing and realising of liberal democratic values. Both detractors
and supporters of globalisation have queried the continuing relevance of state-
based theory and values. Liberal democratic values were formed in and for strong
sovereign states. Citizenship, rights, democracy, welfare and community have
clear reference to sovereign states but seem to lack apparent application in a
larger, more diffuse, global world. The institutions which promote, sustain and
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realise most of those values are very much state-based. For example, democracy
is realised through citizen participation in the legislatures of states and their
federal elements — and has less mileage if the real power and range of choice
open to those legislatures is limited. Welfare and welfare rights such as education
and health care are currently only realised through the institutions of strong,
sovereign (and wealthy) states — and even the capacity of these institutions to
fulfil this role is being increasingly questioned.

Some might think that the decline of state institutions is a convenient excuse
for limiting or playing down liberal democratic values. Others argue for the
protection and bolstering of strong sovereign states on the basis that only they
can deliver rights that cost money to provide.

This series is founded on the view that the values of liberal democracy should
be rethought rather than abandoned on the excuse of globalisation, or defended
by an attempt to recreate the strong states of the recent past.

Indeed, the series contemplates the possibility that globalisation clears the
way for the wider application of liberal democratic values. Most of the liberal
democratic values proposed since the Enlightenment were claims for all human
beings. The Declaration by the French Assembly was of the rights of man. The
American Declaration of Independence held ‘these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal . . . " But despite the universality of these claims (after
the insertion of the gender-neutral terms), the institutions created by the state
were almost exclusively devoted to providing rights to its own citizens. A more
globalised political philosophy may allow these values to have global application.
The concepts of sovereignty and non-intervention provided the context for the
development of liberal democratic values. They also provided protection for
these fledgling values from outside interference by more authoritarian regimes,
which disliked democracy. However, the walls of sovereignty also acted as a
barrier to these values spreading to neighbouring states whose citizens were often
much in need of them.

This series aims to contribute to discussion on these issues through a four-
stage process:

I An examination of the challenges that globalisation poses to the values of
liberal democracy.

2 A consideration of how those values might be redefined for a world largely
without strong states.

3 A consideration of the institutions (local, national and global) that could
realise those values.

4 An examination of the means by which those values could be built into
those institutions through basic design, management, ethics regimes and
integrity systems.

We are conscious that liberal democratic values were, are and always should be
contentious. Furthermore, they can be cut up in a number of different ways.
Some liberal democratic values can be very ‘imperialistic’, with some writers
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tending to have expansive definitions of ‘democracy’, ‘human rights’ and the
‘rule of Jaw’ that effectively encompass all the good things they find or would like
to find in contemporary society. For the purposes of discussion, here we have
divided hiberal democratic values into seven areas: liberty, equality, citizenship,
democracy, human rights, the rule of law and the environment.

Although this is fairly arbitrary, it does divide liberal democratic values into
more ‘bite-sized’ pieces and allows more focused discussion on the different (and
sometimes competing) values of liberal democracy.

Environmental values

Environmental values may seem to fit uneasily with the other values considered
in this series. Most such values deal with the relationships between human beings
and the institutions they create. In one sense, environmental values are not
cally different. They are values for human beings — involving a valuing of the
environment in which we live and of a valued life within it.

However, there is the possibility of a real tension here. The Enlightenment
not only gave rise to liberal democratic values that might civilise despotic states.
It also promoted the idea that science and reason might mean that we could
move from fear of ‘nature’ to knowledge, and then to domination of it. However,
cven in the eighteenth century, some started to fear the manner and conse-
quences of that domination. William Blake decried the ‘dark satanic mills” that
threatened ‘England’s green and pleasant land’. A century later Britain’s
‘National Trust’ was established to defend the countryside, providing a national
focus for environmental concerns that would seem to be as naturally global as
the universal ‘rights of man’.

When environmental values moved to the foreground of political debate in
the last quarter of the twentieth century, the global nature of environmental
concern was almost universally accepted. However, ‘action’ was ‘local’ and the
most effective regime for protecting the environment national — and sovereign
states took radically different views as to the nature, causes, extent and remedies
to the problem.

As a consequence, environmental values are indeed faced with the same
problem as other liberal democratic values. Sovereign states have been the means
by which environmental values could be pursued but are also an impediment to
the achievemnent of those values on a global scale. Just as universal human rights
cannot be achieved through geographically limited states, environmental values
need to be conceived and ultimately realised globally.

As with all the other values we are seeking to globalise, this raises many value
issues and, ultimately, many institutional issues. This volume does not claim to
answer all such issues but does seek to make a contribution to the formulation of
those issues and the sensible potential responses to them.
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