coreo s paul spickard

- o | o
RACE ANDNATION

| ethnic systems in the modern world




ov?

G715
RACE ANDNATION

ethnic systems in the modern worlg

- rppew phul spickard

ROUTLEDGE
NEW YORK AND LONDON



Published in 2005 by
Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
270 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016
www.routledge-ny.com

Published in Great Britain by
Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group

2 Park Square

Milton Park, Abingdon

Oxon OX14 4RN
www.routledge.co.uk

Copyright © 2005 by Taylor & Francis Group, a Division of T&F Informa.
Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group.

Printed in the United States of America on acid-free paper.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or utilized in any form or by
any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including photocopying
and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from the
publishers.

10 9 8 7 6 5 43 21

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Race and nation : ethnic systems in the modern world / edited by Paul Spickard.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references.
ISBN 0-415-95002-3 (hb : alk. paper) — ISBN 0-415-95003-1 (pb : alk. paper)
1. Ethinicity. 2. Race awareness. 3 Group identity. 4. Nationalism. I. Spickard, Paul R., 1950-

GN95.6R325 2004
305.8—dc22 2004015905




Also by Paul Spickard

Mixed Blood: Intermarriage and Ethnic Identity in Twentieth-
Century America

A Global History of Christians (with Kevin M. Cragg)

Japanese Americans: The Formation and Transformations of an
Ethnic Group

World History by the World’s Historians
(with James V. Spickard and Kevin M. Cragg)

Colorism in Asian America
(with Joanne L. Rondilla)

as editor

Pacific Island Peoples in Hawai‘i

Pacific Islander Americans: A Bibliography
(with Debbie Hippolite Wright and others)

We Are a People: Narrative and Multiplicity in Constructing
Ethnic Identity
(with W. Jeffrey Burroughs)

Pacific Diaspora: Island Peoples in the United States and Across
the Pacific
(with Joanne L. Rondilla and Debbie Hippolite Wright)

Revealing the Sacred in Asian and Pacific America
(with Jane Naomi Iwamura)

Racial Thinking in the United States: Uncompleted
Independence
(with G. Reginald Daniel)

Affect and Power: Essays on Sex, Slavery, Race, and Religion in
Appreciation of Winthrop D. Jordan
(with David J. Libby and Susan C. Ditto)



Acknowledgments

Seldom is a book written without the help of many hands; in the case of this
book, the hands have been more numerous than is common. To an unusual
degree, the authors of the various chapters have collaborated in revising each
other’s work and in creating the intellectual structure that is evident in the
book’s introduction and its outline. In that sense, we all share coauthorship. In
addition to the chapter authors, Patrick Miller has been a collaborator on this
project from its inception, took part in all the discussion sessions and planning
meetings, read drafts of every chapter, and contributed wisdom and insight at
every turn. It was he who boosted the poster that is the frontispiece and cover
art. Eric Arnesen and Giulio Angioni contributed to our discussions as well.

The Collegium for African American Research provided the inspiration for
the volume and the forum for our first interchange. The University of
California, Santa Barbara, was the gracious host to our second working meet-
ing and gave the editor many means of support as the book came into being. In
particular, thanks are due to the UCSB Interdisciplinary Humanities Center,
where Leonard Wallock and Theresa Pefia worked hard on our behalf; to
Chancellor Henry Yang; and to Dean David Marshall and former Dean Ed
Donnerstein of the College of Letters and Science, all of whom provided finan-
cial support. The Oregon State University Center for the Humanities provided
a fine place to prepare the final manuscript.

My students and colleagues at UCSB were generous with their skills and
time, both during our working group meetings and as I was editing the manu-
script. I am especially grateful to James Brooks, Marc Coronado, Jon Cruz,
Kathleen Garces-Foley, Ann Greenwald, Anita Guerrini, Rudy Guevarra, Matt
Kester, John Lee, Gurinder Singh Mann, Jeff Moniz, Sharleen Nakamoto,
Chidinma Offoh-Robert, Mike Osborne, Ingrid Page, Luke Roberts, Catherine
Salzgeber, Travis Smith, Gabriela Soto Laveaga, Michael Tucker, Isaiah Walker,
and Stacey Ytuarte.

Bill Germano, Jaclyn Bergeron, Gilad Foss, and their colleagues at Routledge
have been models of editorial wisdom, encouragement, energy, efficiency, and
grace.



About the Authors

G. Reginald Daniel is Associate Professor of Sociology at UC Santa Barbara.
While his research and teaching interests cover a variety of areas, he has been
particularly active in the area of race and ethnic relations, as well as cultural analysis.
Within these fields, he has examined a wide range of issues including general race
and ethnic relations, multiracial identity and interracial relationships, and
general cultural analysis. His books, More Than Black? Multiracial Identity and the
New Racial Order (Temple University Press, 2001) and Race and Multiraciality in
Brazil and the United States: Converging Paths? (Pennsylvania State University
Press, in progress), are a culmination of much of his thinking on this topic.

Taoufik Djebali earned degrees in English and sociology from the University of
Tunis and the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, respectively, as well
as a Ph.D. in American studies from the Sorbonne. He is Associate Professor in
the Department of American Studies at the University of Caen. He has pub-
lished many articles on racial and immigrant issues in the United States and is
currently working on a book on Irish Americans.

Adrienne Edgar is Assistant Professor of History at UC Santa Barbara. Her
degrees are from Oberlin College, Columbia, and UC Berkeley. She has pub-
lished articles on ethnic nationalism in Turkmenistan, and was a postdoctoral
fellow at Harvard University’s Davis Center for Russian Studies. Her book,
Tribal Nation: The Making of Soviet Turkmenistan, will be published by
Princeton University Press in 2004.

Howard Eissenstat teaches Middle Eastern History at the University of
Wisconsin — Stevens Point. He is currently completing his dissertation on com-
peting narratives of the nation in the early Turkish Republic in the Department
of History at UCLA.

Richard S. Fogarty is Assistant Professor of History at Bridgewater College in
Virginia. He holds the M.A. from the University of Georgia and the Ph.D. from



xii ® About the Authors

the UC Santa Barbara. He is coauthor of “Constructions and Functions of Race
in French Military Medicine, 1830 to ca. 1920,” in Tyler Stovall and Sue
Peabody, eds., The Color of Liberty: Histories of Race in France (Duke University
Press, 2003).

Violet Showers Johnson is Associate Professor of History and Chair of the
Department of History at Agnes Scott College. She holds degrees from the
University of Sierra Leone, the University of New Brunswick, and Boston
College. She has written many articles on British West Indians in Boston, and
has completed a book, Black and Foreign in Brahminland: A History of the West
Indian Experience in Boston, 1910-1950.

Cluny Macpherson is Professor of Sociology, in the College of Humanities and
Social Sciences at Massey University in Auckland, New Zealand. He teaches in
the areas of ethnicity, development economics, health, and research design. His
research interests and projects are focused on Aotearoa/New Zealand and the
South Pacific. He is the author of many books and articles on ethnicity and
Pacific Island peoples in Aotearoa/ New Zealand, most recently Tangata o te
Moana Nui: The Evolving Identities of Pacific Peoples in Aotearoa New Zealand
(Dunmore Press, 2002) with Paul Spoonley and Melani Anae, and Tangata,
Tangata: The Changing Contours of Ethnicity in Aotearoa/New Zealand
(Dunmore Press, 2004) with Paul Spoonley and David Pearson.

Douglas Monroy is Professor of History at The Colorado College. A native of
Los Angeles and a graduate of Hollywood High School and UCLA, he presently
lives in Colorado Springs. He is the author of Thrown Among Strangers: The
Making of Mexican Culture in Frontier California, winner of the James Rawley
Prize of the Organization of American Historians, and Rebirth: Mexican Los
Angeles from the Great Migration to the Great Depression, both from the
University of California Press. He is working on In the Footsteps of Father Serra:
Essays on California, Mexico, and America. For the year 2004-2005, he is the Ray
Allen Billington Distinguished Visiting Professor at the Huntington Library
and Occidental College.

T. Dunbar Moodie is Professor of Sociology at Hobart and William Smith
Colleges in Geneva, New York. He is the author of The Rise of Afrikanerdom:
Power, Apartheid, and the Afrikaner Civil Religion and Going for Gold: Men,
Mines and Migration both published by the University of California Press.
Moodie has received grants from the United States Institute of Peace, the
MacArthur Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the National
Endowment for the Humanities. He has been a fellow at the Institute for
Advanced Study in Princeton, the Southern African Research Program at Yale,
the Center for the Humanities at Wesleyan, and the Annenberg School at the
University of Pennsylvania. He was director of the Fisher Center for the Study

. 4 i



About the Authors ® xiii

of Women and Men, and served as a consultant for the United Nations
Department of Peacekeeping Operations.

Lori Pierce holds degrees from Lake Forest College, Harvard Divinity School,
and the University of Hawai‘i. She has written several articles and book chap-
ters on racial constructions and on Asian American Buddhism. She is Assistant
Professor of American Studies at DePaul University.

Alessandro Portelli is Professor of American Literature at the University of
Rome “La Sapienza.” He is the author or editor of numerous books, articles, and
essays on American, African American, and Italian literature, history, and cul-
ture, including The Battle of Valle Giulia: Oral History and the Art of Dialogue
(University of Wisconsin Press, 1997); La linea del colore: Saggi sulla cultura
afroamericana [The Color Line: Essays on African-American Culture]
(Manifestolibri, 1994); The Text and the Voice: Writing, Speaking, and
Democracy in American Literature (Columbia University Press, 1994); and The
Death of Luigi Trastulli and Other Stories: Form and Meaning in Oral History
(SUNY Press, 1991).

Elisabeth Schiifer-Wiinsche teaches American Studies at the Rheinische
Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitit Bonn. She received her doctorate from
Heinrich-Heine-Universitit Diisseldorf and is the author of a book on racial
naming, Wenn von Weiflen die Rede ist: Zur afroamerikanischen Praxis des
Benennens (Stuttgart: Francke, 2004) and coeditor of The Civil Rights
Movement Revisited: Critical Perspectives on the Struggle for Racial Equality in
the United States (Hamburg: LIT, 2001). She has published articles and essays in
the fields of American literature, African American studies, and cultural studies
and is currently working on a book on American autobiography.

Paul Spickard is Professor of History at UC Santa Barbara. He holds an A.B.
from Harvard University and an M.A. and Ph.D. from UC Berkeley. He has
taught at twelve universities in the United States and abroad. He is the author or
editor of twelve books and many articles on the comparative history and sociol-
ogy of race and ethnicity and related topics. Among the books are Mixed Blood:
Intermarriage and Ethnic Identity in Twentieth-Century America (University of
Wisconsin Press, 1989), Japanese Americans (Twayne, 1996), We Are a People:
Narrative and Multiplicity in Constructing Ethnic Identity (Temple University
Press, 2000), Revealing the Sacred in Asian and Pacific America (Routledge, 2003),
and Racial Thinking in the United States ( University of Notre Dame Press, 2004),

Christine Su earned her Ph.D. in American Studies from the University of
Hawai‘i, her M.A. from Bowling Green State University, and her B.A. from the
University of Notre Dame. The daughter of a Cambodian father and a Scottish
mother, her major research interests include biracial and multiracial identity

g 1 1



xiv e About the Authors

and Southeast Asian studies. She currently teaches anthropology and interna-
tional studies at Hawai‘i Pacific University.

Darshan Tatla, M.A. Cambridge University, Ph.D University of Warwick, is an
Honourary Research Fellow, Department of Theology, University of
Birmingham, United Kingdom. He is the author of several books, including The
Sikh Diaspora: The Search for Statehood (University of Washington Press, 1998)
and Sikhs in North America (Greenwood, 1991), and an editor of International
Journal of Punjab Studies.

Virginia Q. Tilley is Associate Professor of Political Science at Hobart and
William Smith Colleges. She holds a Ph.D from the University of Wisconsin—
Madison and has written many articles on ethnicity and the state in Latin
America and elsewhere, as well as the book, Seeing Indians: A Study of Race,
Nation, and Power in El Salvador (University of New Mexico Press, 2005), and a
book on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, The One State Solution (University of
Michigan Press, 2005).

Tekle M. Woldemikael is Associate Professor of Sociology and Anthropology in
the University of Redlands, California. He received his Ph.D from Northwestern
University and his B.A. from Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia. He has taught
in several universities including the University of Gezira in the Sudan. He has
published a book, Becoming Black American: Haitians and American Institutions
(AMS Press, 1989), and numerous articles on ethnicity and nationalism in
Eritrea, including “Language, Education, and Public Policy in Eritrea,” in
African Studies Review (2003).

Miyuki Yonezawa is Professor in the Foreign Language Center at Tokai
University in Kanagawa-ken, Japan. She is the coauthor of Young Japan and the
World (Tokai University Press, 1998). She has published articles on race, immi-
gration, and the U.S. labor movement; U.S. immigration law; and relationships
between American and Japanese labor leaders. Yonezawa has degrees from
Aoyama Gakuin University, Tokyo, and San Diego State University, and she was
a visiting scholar at UC Santa Barbara in 1999 and 2000.



Contents

Acknowledgments . ......... .ot e ix
Aboutthe Authors ....... .. ... . i i xi
Race and Nation, Identity and Power:

Thinking Comparatively about Ethnic Systems ....................... 1
Paul Spickard

Part1 Foundingand Sustaining Myths

1  Guilty Pleasures: The Satisfactions of Racial Thinking in

Early-Nineteenth-Century California ........................ 33
Douglas Monroy
2 Mestizaje and the “Ethnicization” of Race in Latin America ...... 53

Virginia Q. Tilley

3 Creating a Racial Paradise: Citizenship and Sociology
inHawaii ... 69
Lori Pierce

4 White into Black: Race and National Identity
in ContemporaryBrazil .............. .. .. ... oLl 87
G. Reginald Daniel

5 Memories of Japanese Identity and Racial Hierarchy ........... 115
Miyuki Yonezawa

Part2 Colonialisms and Their Legacies

6  Ethnicity and Power in North Africa: Tunisia, Algeria,
and Morocco
Taoufik Djebali



viii ® Contents

7  Racial Frontiers in Jamaica’s Nonracial Nationhood ........... 155
Violet Showers Johnson
8  Between Subjects and Citizens: Algerians, Islam,
and French National Identity during the GreatWar ........... 171
Richard S. Fogarty
9  On Becoming German: Politics of Membership
INGEIMANY ..ottt ittt ittt iie i iia ey 195
Elisabeth Schifer-Wiinsche
Part3 Nation Making
10  Reinventing the Nation: Building a Bicultural Future
from a Monocultural Past in Aotearoa/New Zealand .......... 215
Cluny Macpherson
11 Metaphors of Race and Discourse of Nation: Racial
Theory and State Nationalism in the First Decades of
the Turkish Republic . ..................iiiiiiia.,, 239
Howard Eissenstat
12 The Fragmented Nation: Genealogy, Identity, and
Social Hierarchy in Turkmenistan .......................... 257
Adrienne Edgar
13 Becoming Cambodian: Ethnicity and the Vietnamese
inKampuchea ....... ... ... .. ... . i, 273
Christine Su
Part4 Boundaries Within
14 A Race Apart? The Paradox of Sikh Ethnicity and
Nationalism ..........o i, 299
Darshan Tatla
15 Race and Ethnicity in South Africa: Ideology
andExperience ............ ... 319
T. Dunbar Moodie
16  Eritrea’s Identity as a Cultural Crossroads ................... 337
Tekle M. Woldemikael
17 The Problem of the Color-Blind: Notes on the Discourse
onRaceinltaly ........... ... ... ... ... ... .. 355
Alessandro Portelli
Bibliography . ... 365
Index .. oo 383



Race and Nation, Identity and Power
Thinking Comparatively about Ethnic Systems

PAUL SPICKARD

The old man and I sat in the dust of the bazaar, our backs against a whitewashed
wall, hiding from the sun in what little shade we could find. Radio Beijing
blared from a loudspeaker on a pole nearby, unheeded by the people around us.
Like my companion and 95 percent of the people in Turpan, this little oasis
town in the Takla Makan Desert in China’s far western borderlands, they were
Uygurs.' Hawk-nosed with slanted eyes and tawny complexions, they spoke a
kind of Turkic and very little Chinese. When they talked about their Chinese
colonial overlords they spat with contempt and used words like “hate”
and “kill”

To pass the time, the old man and I tried to make conversation using the few
Chinese words we each could command.

“So you’re Japanese,” he declared.

“No, I'm American,” I answered.

“What’s that?” he asked. Aside from the radio playing overhead, there was no
local means of learning about the outside world. No Uygur language radio, no
television, no newspaper. Few outside visitors except for Chinese bureaucrats.
No way of knowing about the United States, or much else outside Turpan.

I tried to describe my country to the gentleman. He wasn’t buying it. No
place like that existed, so far as he was concerned.

He knew about three kinds of people. There were people — that is, Uygurs of
many tribes and lineages. There were Chinese, the hated colonizers, and, as it
turned out, there were Japanese. Every two weeks a minibus brought about a
dozen Japanese tourists to Turpan. Outsiders, in this man’s worldview, people
who were neither Uygur nor Chinese, were ipso facto Japanese. A White
American like me was Japanese.

I'expect that things have changed a lot in Turpan since that hot spring day in
1989. Probably today I would not be labeled Japanese. But that day I was not
mistaken for Japanese; I was Japanese, in the language of the Turpan racial
system of that time.
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My encounter in Turpan suggests a few themes that reemerge persistently
throughout this book. First, there are many kinds of racial and ethnic systems
in the world: many ways that groups of people with different ancestries come
into contact with one another, interact, and assort themselves into socially sig-
nificant groupings. Second, these groups may initially see each other as simply
ethnic or cultural groups, but at some point — I will call this the racial moment —
they begin to see themselves as fundamentally and irrevocably different from
one another. And third, at such times power is at issue between the groups, and
there is a tendency to associate physical markers with racial difference. In short,
race is about power, and it is written on the body. I will have more to say about
each of these themes in the pages that follow.

In almost every place on earth where people live, there is more than just one
kind of people. And in each such place, there is a system of ideas and a language
describing the relationships between those peoples. Most often, those peoples
arrange themselves in hierarchies. Theoretically, a system of difference might be
articulated without hierarchy, but historically, I know of no situation where
racial or ethnic difference has endured without some element of domination.
Frequently, we use terms like “racial” or “ethnic” to characterize those hierar-
chies. According to the estimates of scholars and government agencies:

* Afghanistan is 38 percent Pashtun, 25 percent Tajik, 19 percent Hazara,
6 percent Uzbek, and 13 percent various other ethnicities.

* Angola is 37 percent Ovimbundu, 25 percent Kimbundu, 13 percent
Bakongo, 2 percent Mestico (mixed European and African), 1 percent
European, and 22 percent others.

* Belgium is 55 percent Fleming, 33 percent Walloon, and 12 percent mixed
and others.

* Bosnia and Herzegovina is 40 percent Serb, 38 percent Muslim, and
22 percent Croat.

* Brunei and Darussalam is 64 percent Malay, 20 percent Chinese, and
16 percent others.

* The Gambia is 42 percent Mandinka, 18 percent Fula, 16 percent Wolof,
10 percent Jola, 9 percent Serahuli, and 5 percent various others.

* Kazakhstan is 46 percent Kazak, 35 percent Russian, 5 percent Ukrainian,
3 percent German, 2 percent Uzbek, 2 percent Tatar, and 7 percent others.

* Malaysia is 59 percent Malay, 32 percent Chinese, and 9 percent Indian.

* Samoa is 92 percent Samoan, 7 percent Afakasi (people of mixed
Polynesian and European ancestry), and less than 1 percent European.

* Serbia and Montenegro is 63 percent Serb, 14 percent Albanian, 6 percent
Montenegrin, 4 percent Hungarian, and 13 percent others.

* Slovakia is 86 percent Slovak, 11 percent Hungarian, 2 percent Gypsy,
1 percent Czech, and smaller numbers of Ruthenians, Ukrainians,
Germans, and Poles.
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« Switzerland is 65 percent German-speaking, 18 percent French, 10 percent
Italian, 1 percent Romansch, and 6 percent others.

* Trinidad and Tobago is 43 percent Black, 40 percent East Indian,
14 percent mixed, and 3 percent White, Chinese, and others.

* The United Arab Emirates is 19 percent Emiri, 23 percent other Arab and
Iranian, 50 percent South Asian, and 8 percent other expatriates from the
West and Asia.

In every one of these places, there are dynamics between peoples that observers
would call “racial” or “ethnic.”

As one can tell from this recital, what the relevant racial and ethnic groups
are — and what one may mean by such terms as “race,” “ethnicity,” or even
“people” — is quite different in different places. So too, there is substantial
variation in the ways that peoples relate to one another in such diverse places.

The goal of Race and Nation is to address such questions as these: What is the
nature of ethnic systems? Are they the same things around the globe, are they
distinct but related things, or are they very different things in different places?
We see enough similarity to call them by common terms such as “racial” and
“ethnic”; are the similarities we perceive real? If so, what are the common issues
in ethnic and racial systems around the globe? And what are the sources and
shapes of the differences that exist in different places?

It is fair to say, whatever the differences may be, that nearly all the parts of
the world have systems of hierarchy that most observers call “racial” or “ethnic.”
For example, Colombia lists its population as 58 percent Mestizo, 20 percent
White, 14 percent Mulatto, 4 percent Black, 3 percent mixed Black and Indian,
and 1 percent Indian. Peru reports its population as 45 percent Indian, 37 percent
Mestizo, 15 percent White, and 3 percent other.’ Does it mean that in these
places great care is made to note fractions of mixed ancestry? Some would say
that it represents an attempt on the part of individuals to flee association with
Blackness or Indianness by emphasizing that they have some European ancestry.
Others would say that the ideal of a Mestizo nation is an attempt to erase the
Indian element entirely. Still others that the distinctions are primarily ones of
class, not of ancestry at all — that “Indians” are just poor, rural “Mestizos.”*

To take another example, consider Israel, where 82 percent of the population
is Jewish. We all are familiar with the Jewish domination of the nearly 18 per-
cent of the Israeli population who are ethnic Arabs. But we are probably less
familiar with the complex dynamics among various groups we might call “eth-
nic” within the Jewish part of the population. Not only are there splits along
lines of religious affiliation — secular Jews versus the ultra-orthodox, to take
the two extremes — but there are also differences among Jews with respect to
their origin — to simplify, those born in Israel (50 percent of the total popula-
tion), immigrants who were born in Europe and the Americas (20 percent), the
7 percent who were born in North Africa, and so on. This is to say nothing of
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divisions along class and political lines. How all those groups and identities
assort themselves in the Israeli nation (or is it the Israeli community?) is an
incredibly complex affair.’

Myanmar is another polyglot place: 68 percent ethnic Burman, 9 percent
Shan, 7 percent Karen, 4 percent Rakhine, 3 percent Chinese, 2 percent Mon,
and 2 percent Indian. Outsiders are generally aware of the bloody dictatorship
that has run Myanmar for a couple of decades now, but few of us know much
about the ethnic character of some of that oppression. Karens, particularly, have
a long history of suffering at the hands of ethnic Burmans.*

How is one to deal with all this variety in ethnic situations and systems? Is
there any way to comprehend race and ethnicity as a global phenomenon —
not all around the world at once, but in its particularity in various different
places? There are many studies of racial or ethnic hierarchies in individual
countries, such as the United States, Britain, China, Brazil, Zambia, Indonesia,
and so on.” There are a few comparative studies of racial and ethnic systems in
two or three places.® But almost never have scholars attempted to compare
racial and ethnic systems across a wide range of countries in a single study.

The main impediment, I think, has been that it has been hard to gather
expertise on enough places and organize it into a single, coordinated study.
There also is the very real question of comparability. How are we to know that
what we are calling “racial” or “ethnic” or “people” groups in one place are the
same kinds of groups as those to which we are attaching similar labels in
another place? Is there a common language we can use, a common set of con-
cepts? Then there is the matter of choosing the right size frame for studying
racial and ethnic systems in various places. I say “places” to be purposely vague,
but, in fact, most of the authors assembled here and I have used the nation as
their frame, Why would we necessarily choose that unit of view? Is there
another that might work better? Should we compare regions? What is a
“region,” and how are we to make regions comparable to one another?

Our project: to write a comparative history of racial systems in the

modern world

The subtitle of this book is Ethnic Systems in the Modern World. I am increas-
ingly convinced that the way to write world history (at least the way that satis-
fies me most) is as widely comparative as practical, yet as specific as possible.
Thinking of the history of the world’s peoples in an integrated fashion has been
one of the most prominent growing trends of the past few decades in the his-
torical profession. Some, like Arnold Toynbee, Will Durant, and William H.
McNeill, once approached world history from the angle of one grand theory or
another.” More commonly in recent years, scholars like Oliver Cox, Immanuel
Wallerstein, Andre Gunder Frank, and Janet Abu-Lughod have sought to
understand world history primarily as a matter of large-scale economic sys-
tems.” Some others, such as Philip Curtin, Alfred Crosby, Jerry Bentley, and
John Thornton, have sought to describe specific kinds of connections between
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very large regions — for instance, the slave trade or plantation economies."
Each of these approaches operates at such a very high level of abstraction, how-
ever, that it is very difficult to discern in them the lives of humans, or even the
shapes of the experiences of quite large groups of people.

There are lots of theoretical studies of race and ethnicity. But, useful as they
are, like the world histories of Durant and Wallerstein, most theoretical treat-
ments seem remote from the everyday interactions of people on the ground,
and so make concrete understanding of and comparisons between ethnic sys-
tems in different places impossible. This is no criticism, for that is not their pur-
pose; they are promulgating theory." Other theoretical studies, while each may
be more grounded in a particular place and set of experiences, are bound to
those places and do not lend themselves to cross-cultural or international com-
parisons.” Some scholars attempt to make more universal statements about
race and ethnicity based on their analysis of racial and ethnic dynamics in a par-
ticular place — usually the United States or Britain — but fail genuinely to tran-
scend those bounds. Insofar as they do make attempts to analyze dynamics
outside the United States and Britain, they, nonetheless, merely apply the phe-
nomena and categories of analysis they see in the United States or Britain to
another place, rather than actually exploring racial or ethnic dynamics there in
that place’s own terms."

In the present project, we are using a group approach to scholarship in order
to gain something of a worldwide comparative perspective yet not completely
sacrifice detail and the stuff of human lives. In putting together this working
group, I have tried to foster a sense of the specificity of experiences in each of
the various places; at the same time, I have tried to gather scholars from a wide
enough set of places and disciplines to make some real comparisons work. The
common questions we have all attempted to address should, I hope, provide
some element of glue.

There are only a few people who have attempted anything like the kind of
coordinated international study of racial and ethnic dynamics that I have in
mind. George Fredrickson wrote a much-respected comparison of the devel-
opment of White supremacy in the histories of two places: South Africa and the
United States. He mainly used secondary sources in a single language (English),
although he did consult some archives and read some documents in Afrikaans.
Establishing some scholarly competence on two widely disparate countries
might be about as much as one could expect of a single scholar. Michael Banton
and Anthony Marx both wrote about the United States, Brazil, and South
Africa, although they did so from, primarily, sociological rather than historical
points of view, and without much recourse to archival sources or sense of
change over time. St. Clair Drake adopted a scattershot approach in Black Folk
Here and There. His geographical and temporal range was broader than
Fredrickson’s, but he dealt at even greater remove than Fredrickson, Banton,
and Marx from the details of scholarly investigation, and operated solely from
secondary and tertiary sources.” In the past few years, a few books have begun
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to look at African-descended peoples across a number of settings with some
precision of comparison. As I have suggested, in order to explore a broader
geographical range with any depth of expertise, these projects bring together
many scholars who are specialists on African-descended peoples in particular
places. Blackness in Latin America and the Caribbean harnesses the talents of
three dozen anthropologists. It divides the Caribbean and Latin America into
four geographical zones and presents a wealth of mainly ethnographic studies
of local populations in each zone. It attempts only limited historical analysis,
however, and the studies do not respond to a common set of analytical issues.
The African Diaspora is a compendium of more than thirty literary and artistic
analyses, organized by theme rather than geography or genre. The closest rela-
tive to the present volume is Crossing Boundaries: Comparative History of
Black People in Diaspora. Editors Darlene Clark Hine and Jacqueline McLeod
gathered twenty historians to address the commonalities, connections, and
discontinuities between the experiences of African-descended peoples in vari-
ous parts of Africa and the Americas over the past three centuries.'

These three works treat only one kind of racial or ethnic dynamic — that
between African-descended peoples and European-descended peoples —
although they do treat that dynamic in multiple settings. There is only one
writer, Philip Mason (in Patterns of Dominance), who so far has done what we
are attempting to do in Race and Nation, Identity and Power: compare the
dynamics of ethno-racial interaction in several societies made up of various
combinations of peoples. Mason’s is as magisterial and wide-ranging a synthe-
sis of scholarship as one can imagine. It wanders across India, Europe, Rwanda,
South Africa, Brazil, Spanish America, and the Caribbean. It treats not just
African-descended peoples but as many of the peoples as it can in each of those
places. Although Patterns of Dominance is long out of date, it is a daring and
prodigious work of scholarship. It asks the big questions in comparative ways
and with some depth in each of the places it examines.”

Now, more than thirty years later, with a new generation of scholars asking
a revised set of questions based on new data that have emerged over the inter-
vening decades, we are collectively trying to do the kind of work that only Philip
Mason has been able to do in the past. Race and Nation: Ethnic Systems in the
Modern World is an attempt at a coordinated study of ethnic and racial systems
in various parts of the globe. In 1999, I began to organize an international
group of scholars via the Internet to talk about comparing racial and ethnic sys-
tems. We exchanged ideas about how to frame our project and what questions
to address. In 2001, a dozen scholars who know about the ethnic systems in var-
ious places came together in Cagliari, Sardinia, at the biennial meeting of the
Collegium for African American Research. We presented papers at a series of
interlocking workshops, listened carefully and commented on one another’s
ideas, and mapped out plans for the remainder of the project.

In Sardinia, each author was asked to write about the racial or ethnic system
of the part of the world about which he or she was knowledgeable. Each author



