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KEY TO THE PRONUNCIATION

THE pronunciations given are those in use in the educated speech of southern England (the‘so-ca'lled ‘Received
Standard’), and the keywords given are to be understood as pronounced in such speech.

1. Consonants ;
b, d,f, k, 1, m, n, p, t, v, z have their usual Englisk values

g as in go (gau) ‘ 9 as in thin (6in), bathk (ba:®) (POREIGN AND NON-SOUTHERN)

h ... kol (hav) 8 ... then (Sen), bathe (bestl) £ ss in It: serraghio (ver'rako)

r ... run (ran), terrier (‘term(r)) § ... shop (Jop), dish (df) - ... Fr. cogmac (kopak)

(®) ... her (ha:(r)) tf ... chop (tfop), ditck (drtf) X ... Ger. ack (sx), Sc. lock (lnz), Sp.
s ... see (sit), success (sok'ses) 3 ... vision (‘vrn), déjeuner (dezsne) frijoles (fri'zoles)

W ... wear (we(r)) d3 ... judge (dsady) ¢ ... Ger. ich (i5), Sc. nickt (nigt)
hw... when (hwen) ' ] m(.‘W)-M(W) Y ... North Ger. sagen (‘zacyen)

j ... yes (jas) ng ... finger (‘fipge(r))

¢ ... Afrikaans besrdmannetjic
(‘bazrtmanaci)
q ... Fr. cuisine (kyizin)

Symbols in parentheses are used to denote clements that may be omitted cither by individual speskers or in p.rucuhr phoneuc contexts: e.g. bottle
('bot(a)l), Mercian ('muf(i)on), suit (s(lu:t), émpromptu (1m pwmua)uu:). Jather (‘faza(r)). ’

IL. Vowel: and Diphthongs

SHORT LONG . DIPHTHONGS, ectc.
1 as in pit (pit), -ness, (-nis) : it a8 in bean (bixn) ' aas mbcy(bex)

€ ... pet (pet), Fr. sept (set) a: ... bamn (ba:n) a ... buy(bu)

® ... pat (pwmt) % ... born (bxn) A ... boy(bx)

A ... putt (pat) w ... boon (bun) W ... no(na)

o ... pot (pot) = ... bwn (bxn) & ... now (nsu)
U ... put (put) e: ... Ger. Schnes (Jnes) ® ... peer (pw(r))
3 ... another (3'naba(r)) & ... Ger. Féhre (‘fer) © ... peir(peAr))
(3) ... beaten ("bict(3)n) & ... Ger. Tag (tak) . ‘ue ... towr (twa(r))
i ... Fr.si(si) a: ... Ger. Sokn (za:n) 9 ... bear (boa(r))
e ... Fr. bébé (bebe) & ... Ger. Gosthe (‘go:ta)

& ... Fr. mari (mari) y: ... Ger. grin (gry:n) . a0 as in fiery (‘faror)
a ... Fr. bdtiment (batimd) aud ... sour (saux(r))
9 ... Fr. homme (om) NASAL

© ... Fr.eau (o) & & as in Fr. fin (%, ()

o ... Fr. pex (po) a4 Fr. franc (frd)

@ ... Fr. boeuf (beef) coeur (koer) 3 Fr. bon (b3)

u.... Fr. dqllce (dus) @ Fr. un (&)

Y ... Ger. Miiller ('mylor) .

y ... Fr. du(dy)

The incidence of main stress is shown by a superior stress mark (') preceding the stressed syllable, and a nwonduy stress by an inferior stress
mark (), e.g. promunciation (pranansteif(3)n).

For further explanation of the transcription used, see General Expl ions, Vol I




LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, SIGNS, ETC.

&. (in Etym.)
a (n a 1850)

nbbrev
abl.
absol.
Abstr.
acc.
Acet.

A.D.
ad. (in Etym)
Add.

ady.

Adv.

adv.

advb.

Advt.
Aeronaut.

AF., AFr.

Biochem.
Biol.

Bk.
Bot.

Bp.
Brit.
_ Bulg.

* Some abbreviations lhtedhm ifi italics are also in certain-cases printed in roman type, and vice versa.

adoption of, adopted from
ante, ‘before’ ‘not later than’
adjective

abbrevistion (of)

ablative

absolute, -ly

(m titlen) Absmxct, <3

(m utleu) lcmnt
Abnisio Doming
© adaptationiof -
ddendl TR NI

(in ,mlg) Advam:e, ~d, -5
adverb’ .

“adverbisl, -ly
advertisement
(as label).in Acronautics;
(in titles) Aeronautic, -al, -s
Anglo-French
ca, -n

(as label) in Agriculture;
(in titles) Agriculture, -al

banian
American
American Indian
(as label) in Anatomy;
(in titles) Anatomy, -ical
(in titles) Ancient
Anglo-Indian’
Anglo-Irish

Annals
(as label) in Anthmpolozy
(in titles) Anthropology, -scal
(as label) in Antiquities;

. (in titles) Antiqusty -
apheuc. aphetized

apparently

(in titles) Applml
(in mles) Application, -s
appositive, -ly o
Arabic . .
Aramaic
in Architecture
archaic

. in Archseology
(as label) in Architecture;
(in titles) Architecture, -al
Armenian
association
in Astronomy
in Astrology
(in titles) Astronomy, -ical.

: (im titles) Astromautic, -5 -
attributive, -ly
Australian
(in titles) Autobiography,

-tcal

Authorized Version

Before Christ
(in titles) British Columbia
before

(as label) in Bibliography;
(in titles) Bibliography, -ical
(as labe}) in Biochemistry;
(in titles) Biochemistry, -ical
(as label) in Biology;

(in titleo) Biology, -ical

(u label) in Botany;

(in titles) Botany, -ical
Bishop

(in titles) Britain, British
Bulgarian

[N

Bull.

- ¢ (as ¢ 1700)
¢ (as 19thc)
Cdl

Cambr.
Canad.
Cat.
catachr.
Catal.
Celt.
Cent.
Cent. Dict.
Cf., cf.
Ch.
Chem.

Chr.
Chron.
Chronol.

* Cinemat.,
Cinematogr.

‘Clin.

cl. L.
cogn. w. -
Col.
Coll.
collect.
collog.
comb.
Comb.
Comm.
Communic.
comp.
Compan,
compar.
compl.
Compl.
Conc.
Conch.
coner.
Conf.
Congr.
cony.
cons.
const.
contr.
Contrib.
Corr.
corresp.
Cotgr.

(in titles) Bulletm

- cirea, ‘about’

century

(in titles) Calendar
(in titles) Cambridge
Canadian :

Catalan
" catachresticall
) g:eltntles) Catalogue

(in titles) Century, Central
Century Dncuonvy
wcr. compare’ .

Church

(as label) in Chemhtty'
(in titles) Chemistry, -ical
(in titles) Christian

(in titles) Chrowicle

(in titles) Chronmology, -ical

in Cinematography

(in titles) Clinical

classical Latin

cognate with

(in titles) Colonel, Colony

(in titles) Collemon

collective, -ly

colloquial, -ly

combined, -ing

Combinations

in Commercial usage

in Communications

compound, composition

(in titles) Companion

comparative

complement

(in titles) Complete

(in titles) Concise

in Conchology

concrete, -ly

(in titles) Conference

(in titles) Congress

conjunction

consonant

construction, construed with

contrast (with)

(in titles) Contribution

(in titles) Correspondence

corresponding (to)

R. Cotgrave, Dictionarie of
the French and English
Tongues

com; d .

(in titles) Criticism, Critical

in Crystallography

- (in titles) Cyclopsdia, -tc

(in titles) Cytology, -ical

Danish

Dictionary of Ameri.

Dictionary of American
English

dative

District of Columbia

(in titles) Debate, -s

definite, -ition

demonstrative

derivative, -ation

derogatory

(in titles) Description, -mle

(in titles) Development, -al

(in titles) Diagnosis,
Diagnostic

dialect, -al

Dict.
dim.

Dis.

Diss.
D.O.S.T.
Du.

E.
Ecel.

Ecol.
Econ.
ed.
E.D.D.
Edin.

 Educ.

EE.
c.g8.
Electr.

Electron.

Elem.

ellipt. !
Embryol.
e.midl.

Encyel.

Eng.

Engin.

Ent.

Entomol.

erron.,
esp.
Ess.

et al.
etc.
Ethnol.
etym.
euphem.
Exam.
exc.
Exerc.
Exper.
Explor.

f.

f. (in Etym.)

f. (in subordinate
entries)

fem. (rarely £.)
fig. ‘
Finn.

fi

Found.

Fr.

freq.

Fris.

Fund.

Funk or

Funk’s Stand.
Dict.

G.
Gael.
Gaz.
gen.
gen.
Geogr.

chtaonary, spec.,
Oxford Enghsis D:ctwuary
diminutive
(in titles) Disease
(in titles) Dissertation
Dictionary of the Older
Scottish Tongue -
Dutch

Eut
(as label) in Ecclesxut:cnl

usage;
(in titles) Ecclesiastical
in Ecology
(as label) in Economics;
(in titles) Ecomomy, -ics
edition
English Dialect Dictionary
(in titles) Edinburgh
§u lltl;elg in Eduutmn,
in titles Edlcamn,
Early Enghth
exempli gratia, ‘for example’
(as label) in Electricity;
(in titles) Electricity, -ical
(in titles) Electronic, <5
(in titles) Element, -ary
elliptienl, -ly
in Embryology
:m ':lud;'?t:c;dopd{a
in titles
England, English

euphen;.gticglly

(in titles) Examination
except

?n n:llcs; w:, -5 al
in titles! ment, -
(m titles) Exploration, -s

feminine
formed on

. form of

French
feminine

figurative, -ly
Finnish

Sloruit, ‘Aourished’
(in titles) Foundation, -s
French
frequent -ly
risian
(m titles) Fundamental, -s .

Funk and Wagnalls
Standard Dictionary

German

Gaelic

(in titles) Gazette
genitive

general, Ay -

(as label) in Geography;
(in titles) Geography, -ical



mﬁ'

Hind.
Hist.

hist.
Histol.
Hort.
Househ.
Housek.

Ibid.

Icel.
Ichthyol.

int.
intr.
Introd.
Ir.
irreg.
It

J" (J')

(Jam.)
Jap.

¢ 4 > - —_—r it Mt A e e integ
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, SIGNS, ETC. vii
(as label) in Geology; . (mrely m. ) masculine Palzont. (as label) in Palsontology;
(in titles) Geology, -tcal Ma (as label) in Mathematics; (in titles) Palwortology, ~tcal
in Geometry . (in titles) Mathematics, -al pa. pple. passive participle, past
in Geomorphology MDu. Middle Dutch . participle
German ME. Middle English . (Partridge), (quoted from) E.
Glossary Mech. (as label) in Mechanics; Pu‘tndge s Dictionary of
Germanic (in titles) Mechanics, -al Slang and Unconventional
F. Godefroy, Dictionnaire Med. (as label) in Medicine; English
* de Pancienne langue . N (in titles) Medicine, -ical pass. passive, -ly
frangaise med.L. medieval Latin pa.t. past tense
Gothic Mem. (in titles) Memoir, -s Path. (as label) in Pathology;
(in titles) Government Metaph. in Metaphysics (in titles) Pathology, -ical
Greek - Meteorol. (as label) in Meteorology, perh. perhaps
(as label) in Grammar; (in titles) Meteorology, -ical Pers. Persian
(in titles) Grammay, -tical MHG. Middle High German pers. person, ~al
Great Lo, midl midland (dialect) Petrogr in Petrography
’ DR Mil. in mili usage Petrol. (as label) in Petrology;
Hebrew' Min. (as label) in Mineralogy; (in titles) Petrology, -ical
in Heraldry (in titles) Mimistry (Pettman), (quoted from) C. Pettman’s
. among herbalists Mineral. (in titles) Mineralogy, -ical Africanderisms
Hindustani MLG. Middle Low German pf. perfect
(as label) in History; Misc. (in titles) Miscellany, -eous Pg. Portuguese
(in titles) History, -ical mod. modern Pharm. in Pharmacology
historical mod.L modern Latin Philol. (as label) in Philology;
(in titles) Histology, -ical (Morris), (quoted from) E. E. (in titles) Philology, -ical
in Horticulture Morris’s Austral English Philos (as label) in Phnlowphy‘
(in titles) Household Mus. (as label) in Music; (in titles) Philosophy,
(in titles) Housekeeping (in titles) Music, -al; phonet. phonetic, -ally -
. Museum Photogr. (as label) in Phoﬁognphy,
Ibidem, ‘in the same book or  Myst. (in titles) Mystery (in titles) Photography, -ical
passage’ Mythol in Mythology phr. phrase
Icelandic Phys. phyual; (rarely) in
in Ichthyology N. North - Physiology
idem, ‘the same n. neuter Physiol. (as label) in Physiology;
id est, ‘that is’ N. Amer North America, -n : (in titles) Physiology, ~ical
Indo-European N.&Q Notes and Queries Pyct. (in titles) Picture, Pictorial
(in titles) Illustration, -ted Narr. (in titles) Narrative pl., plur. plunl
imitative Nat. (in titles) Natural poet. poetic, -al
in Immunology Nat. Hist in Natural History Pol. Polish.
imperative Naut. in nautical language Pol. (as label) in Politics;
impersonal N.E. North East (in titles) Politics, -al
imperfect N.E.D. - New English Dictionary, Pol. Econ. in Political Economy
indicative -original title of the Oxford  Polit. (in titles) Politics, -al
indefinite English Dictionary (first pop. popular, -ly
(in titles) Industry, -ial edition) Pore. (in titles) Porcelain
infinitive Neurol. ) in Neurology poss. possessive
influenced neut. (rarely n.) neuter Pott. (in titles) Pottery
- (in titles) Inorganic .y NFr. Northern French ppl a., pple. adj. participial adjective
(in titles) Insurance * No. Number pple. iciple
(in titles) Institute, -tion nem. nominative Pr rovengal
mtenectlon north. northern (dialect) present
intransitive Norw. Norwegian Pmct. (in titles) Practice, -al
(in titles) Introduction n.q. no quotations prec. receding (word or article)
Irish N.T. New Testament pred. predmuve
irregular, -ly - Nuck. * Nuclear pref.
Italian Numism. in Numismatics pref., Pref ptefwe
N.W. North West prep. prepoomon
(quoted from) Johnson's NZ. New Zealand pres. :
Dictionary Princ. (in ntlec) Principle, -5
Jamiesan, Scottish Dict. obj. object priv. privative
Jap obl. oblique prob. probably
jocular, -ly Obs., obs obsolete Probl. (in titles) Problem
(in titles) Yournal Obstetr. (in titles) Obmm‘c': Proc. (in titles) Proceedings
(in titles) Yunmior occas. occasiol pron. pronoun ’
) OE. Oid Enghah pronunc. pronunciation
(in titles) Knowledge (= Anglo-Saxon) prop. properly
OF., OFr. Old French Pros. in Prosody
line Fris. Old Frisian Prov. Provengal
Latin OHG. - Old High German pr. pple present plmaple .
language Olr. Ol Irish Psych. in Psych
(in titles) Lecture, -5 ON. Old Norse Pgy (as llbel) in Psychology; .
(in titles) Lesson, -s ONF. Old Northern French (in titles) Psychology,
letter, letters Ophthalm. in Ophthalmology “~tcal
Low German opp. opposed (to), the opposite Publ. (in titles) Publications
literal, -ly : ) (of)
Literary Opt. in Optics Q. (in titles) Quarterly
Lithuanian Org. (in titles) Organic quot(s). quotation(s)
Septuagint orig. - origin, -al, -ally q.v. guod vide, ‘which see’ -
Ornith. (as label) in Ormthology,
masculine (in titles) Ornithology, -scal R. (in titles) Royal
(in titles) Magazine OS. Old Saxon . Radiol. - in Radiology
(in titles) Magnetic, -ism OSl. Old (Church) Slavonic . R.C.Ch. Roman Catholic Church
Malay, Malayan O.T. Old Testament Rec. (in titles) Record
(in titles) Manual Gutl. (in titles) Outline redupl. reduplicating
(in titles) Management Oxf. (in titles) Oxford Ref. (in titles) Reference
(in titles) Manchester refash. refashioned, -ing
in Manufacture, -ing p. page refl. reflexive
(in titles) Marine Palzogr. in Paleography Reg.

(ink titles) Register



viil LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, SIGNS, ETC.

reg. regular str. strong Trop. ' (in titles) Tropical
rely related to Struct. (in titles) Structure, -al Turk. Turkish
Reminisc. (in titles) Reminiscence, -s Stud. (in titles) Studses Typog., Typogr. in Typography
Rep. (in titles) Report, -s subj. subject '
repr. representative, representing  subord. cl. subordinate clause ult. ’ ultimately
Res. {in titles) Research subseq. ’ subsequent, -ly Univ. (in titles) University
Rev. (in titles) Review subst. substantively unkn. unknown
rev. revised suff. suffix U.S. United States
Rhet. in Rhetoric superl. superlative U.S.S.R. Union of Soviet Socialist
Rom. Roman, -ce, -ic Suppl. Suppiement N Republics .
Rum. ' Rumnanian Surg. (as label) in Surgery; usu. usually
Russ. Russian (in titles) Surgery, Surgical
S.V. sub voce, ‘under the word’ v., vb. verb
S. South - Sw. Swedish . var(r)., vars. variant(s) of
S.Afr. South Africa, -n s.W. south-western (dialect) vbl. sb. verbal substantive
sb. substantive Syd. Soc. Lex.  Sydenham Society, Lexi Vertebr. (in titles) Vertebrate, -5
sc. scilicet, ‘understand’ or of Medicine & Allied Ver. (as label) in Veterinary
‘supply’ . Sciences Science;
Sc., Scot. Scottish syll. syllable (in titles) Veterinary
_Scand. " (intitles) Scandinavia, -n Syr. Syrian Vet. Sci. in Veterinary Science
*Sch. (in titles) School Syst. " (in titles) System, -atic viz. ‘videlicet, ‘namely’
Sec. Nat. Dict. Scortish National Dicti ry : Voy. - (in titles) Voyage, -s
Sotl, (in titles) Scotland Taxon. (in titles) Taxonomy, -ical v.str. strong verb
Sel. "~ (in titles) Selection, -5 techn. technical, -ly vulg. r
Ser. -+ Series Technol. (in titles) Technology, -ical - v.w. weak verb
sing.’ singular Telegy. in Telegraphy
Sk. (in titles) Sketch Teleph. in Telephony W. Welsh; West
Skr. Sanskrit (Th.), * (quoted from) Thornton’s wd. word
Slav. . Slavonic American Glossary Webster Webster's (New
S.N.D. Scottish National Dictionary  Theatr. in the Theatre, theatrical : International) Dictionary
Soc. (in titles) Society Theol. (as label) in Theology; Westm. (in titles) Westminster
Sociol. ' (as-1sbel) in Sociology; (in titles) Theology, -tcal WGmc. West Germanic
(in titles) Sociology, -ical Theoret. (in titles) Theoretical Wks. (in titles) Works
Sp. Spanish Tokh. Tokharian w.midl. west midland (dialect)
Sp: (in titles) Speech, -es tr., transl. ‘translated, translation WS. West Saxon
sp. " spelling ‘ Trans. (in titles) Transactions
spec. specifically trans. transitive ) Y), - (quoted from) Yule &
Spec. (in titles) Specimen transf. transferred sense Burnell’s Hobson-Yobson
St. Saint . Trav. (in titles) Travel(s) Yrs. (in titles) Years
Stand. (in titles) Standard Treas. (in titles) Treasury
Stanf. (quoted from) Stanford Treat. (in titles) Treatise Zoogeogr. in Zoogeography
Dictionary of Anglicised Treatm. (in titles) Treatment Zool. (as label) in Zoology;
Words & Phrases Trig. ' in Trigonometry (in titles) Zoology, -ical

Signs and Other Conventions

Before a word or sense In the listing of Forms In the etymologies
+ = obsolete : 1 = before 1100 * indicates a word or form not actually found,
| = not naturalized, alien 2 = 12th c. (1100 to 1200) . but of which the existence is inferred
4| = catachrestic and erroneous uses 3 = 13th c. (1200 to 1300), etc. :— = normal development of
5-7 = 15th to 17th century
. 20 = 20th century

The printing of a word in SMALL CAPITALS indicates that further information will be found under the word so referred to. .
.. indicates an omitted part of a quotation, :
- (in a quotation) indicates a hyphen doubtfully present in the original; (in other text) indicates a hyphen inserted only for the sake of a line-break.

PROPRIETARY NAMES

THIs Dictionary includes some words which are or are asserted to be proprietary names or trade marks. Their
inclusion does not imply that they have acquired for legal purposes a non-proprietary or general significance nor any
other judgement concerning their legal status. In cases where the editorial staff have established in the records of the
Patent Offices of the United Kingdom and of the United States that a word is registered as a proprietary name or
trade mark this is indicated, but no judgement concerning the legal status of such words is made or implied thereby.



rob (rov), sb. Now rare. Also 6 robbe, 8-9 robb.
M. mod.L. or F. rob, = Sp. rob, Pg. robe, arrobe,
It. rob, robbo; also G. and older Da. rob. The
ultimate source is Arab. robb, rubb or Pers. rob,
rub fruit-syrup.] The juice of a fruit, reduced by
boiling to the consistency of a syrup and
preserved with sugar; a conserve of fruit.

liﬂ Lyre Dodoens 683 The Robbe or dried iuyce thereof.

id., The rob made with the iuyce of common Ribes and
Sugar, is very good for all the diseases aboue sayde. 1620
VENNER Via%zcta vii. 124 The Rob, that is, the iuyce of the
berries boyled with a third part . . of sugar added vato it, ..
is preferred before the raw berries. 16586 W. CoLes Art of
Simpling xxv. 80 Continue boyling it . . till it attaine unto the
consistence of Honey, andthen itis bz' Physitjsns called the
Rob. 1694 WesTMACOTT Script. Herb. 203 These Robs, ..
and Conserves, are not to be given to costive Bodies. 1747
WesLeY Prim. Physick (1765) 122 Take an ounce of Rob of
Elder in Broth. 1796 WrTHERING Brit. Pl. (ed. 3) I1. 351
note, The berries are 3o very acid that birds will not eat them,
but boiled with sugar they form a most agreeable rob or jelly.
1821 W. P. G. BarToN aN. Amer. 1. 61 A rob might also
be prepared..by evaporating the syrup obtained from
them. 1 Chambers's Encycl. V1. 603/1 A rob made of it
{white mul r{&] is useful in sore throat.

fig. 1790 H. WALPOLE Let. to Miss Berry 31 Oct., There is
.. a quantity of calculations, and one is forced to..beil
milliards of livres down to a rob of pounds sterling.

rob (rob), v. . Forms: 3-5 robben, 5 robbyn; 4
robbi, robby, 4-6 robbe, 5 (6.5¢.) rub, 6- rob, 7
robb (Sc. robe). {ad. OF. robber, rober, rouber,
etc., = Sp. robar, Pg. roubar, 1t. rubare, of
Teutonic origin, the stem roub- being that
represented in English by Reave v.] .
1.a. trans. To deprive (a person) of something
by unlawful force or the exercise of superior
power; to despoil by violence. Also fig. and refl.
axzag Ancr. R. 86 be knihte pet robbe8 his poure men.
Ibid. 150 Him luste leosen hit & beon irobbed. ¢ 1290 St.
Eustace 57 in S. Eng. Leg. 1. 394 po comen peoues and
robbeden him. 1340 Ayenb. 39 bise greate prelates pet
benimep and robbep hire onderlinges. 1362 LancL. P. Pl.
LA, 111. 188 Withouten pite, pilour! pore Men pou robbedest.
1387 TRevisa Higden &olh) IV. 443 berfore anon the hous
was i-broke; pe pore men were i-spoylled and i-robbed.
1423 tr. Secveta Secret., Priv. Priv. 183 The extorcioner
rubbyth and Preyeth good men. 1535 COVERDALE Prov. xxii.
22 Se y* thou robbe not y* poore because he is weake. 1395
SHAKS. Yohn 1v. iii. 78 Must I rob the Law? 1604 — Oth.
1. iii. 209 He robs himselfe, that spends a bootlesse griefe.
165x HobBEs Leviath. 1. viii. 35 When a man robbs one to
pay another. 1718 DE Foe Fam. Instruct. 1. iv. (1841) 1. 74
O, thieves, thieves, | am robbed. 1789 MiLLs tr. Duhamel’s
Husb. 1. iv. 10 To hinder weeds from robbing the cultivated
plants. 179x MRs. RADCLIFFE Rom. Forest i, Their intention
was to rob and murder him. 1887 KincsLey Two Y. Ago 1.
280 As usual; poor Nature is being robbed and murdered by
rich grace. I ‘TeNNYSON Foresters 111, We never robb’d
jend of the true King. We robb’d the traitors that are
icagued with John. 1926 lishers’ Weekly 19 June 1966/1
" You may improve your golf game. .. Why not get rid of that
dieconcerting slice which robs your dnive? x R. M.
AYRES Missing Tide i. 44 The food’s quite good, and they
don’t rob you, anyway. » . .
b. to rob Peter to pay (tgive to, clothe) Paul
(see PETER sb.! 2).
¢ 1380 WycLir Sel. Whks. 111. 174 Lord, hou schulde God
approve pat pou robbe Petur, and l&if pis robbere to Poule in
pe name of Crist? ¢ 1440 Jacob's Well 3oi>bei robbyn seynt
t‘er & 3euyn it seynt Poule. 1518 [sec PETER 3b.' 2]. 1846
r evwooD Prov. & Epigr. (1867) 26 Lyke a pyckpurs
pilgrim, ye prie and ye proule At rouers, to rob Peter and
ate Poule. 1 NasHE Saffron Walden Ep. Ded. Bijb,
ow shalt not find many powling pence about him neither,
except he rob Peter to Yly Powle. 1685%-1692 [see PETER sb.!
2]. 1737 Gentl. Mag. V11. 192/1 This Scheme 1s. . calculated
.. to Rob Peter to pay Paul, or, to remove y* Burthen from
one Part of the Community, and lay it upon another. {1855
MoTLEY Dutch Rep. 111, v. (1866) 4';:0 It was not desirable to
rob Saint Peter's altar in order to build one to Saint Paul.]
c. Mining. (See quot.) ) )
1797 Encycl. Brit. (ed. 3) 11.86/2 S i it [anti y)

1

By allowing them to grow, we allow the land . .t0 be robbed
of its vegetable food. 1784 CowpER Task Iv. 458 His victims,
robb’d of their defenceless all. 1807-8 IrvING Salmagund:
(1824) 265 [It] long since ceased ing, ..cvery tem;
robs it of a limb. 1867 TroLLoPE Chron. Barset Ixiii,
troubles of life had almost robbed the elder lady of her
beauty. 1878 HuxLey Physiagr. 78 The air. . which had been
thus robbed of its oxygen. .

+b. Similarly with double object. Obs. (Cf. 5.)

c1330 Arth. & Merl. 4323 (K&lbing), Kepe we pe strait
wais..& robben hem her sustenaunce. 1613 Heywoop
Silver Age 1. i, Ceres nor loue, nor sll the Gods aboue,
Shall rob me this rich purchase. .

3. a. To plunder, pillage, rifle (a place, house,
etc.).

t1230 Hali Meid. 15 Wes helle irobbed, & heuene bes
ifulled. a1240 Sawles Warde in O.E. Hom. 1. 247 Ah ne
bihoued hit nawt pat tis hus beo irobbet. 1338 R. BRUNNE
Chron. (1810) 38 pe Danes vp aryued, Souhamptone pei
brent, & robbed Cornwaile. c 1400 Destr. Troy 1912 He..
told furth of his tale, .. How pe rewme was robbet. ¢ 1465 in
Three 15th Cent. Chron. (Camden) 23 The Kynge off Scottes

..robbed and revid the contre sboute Derham. 1513
DoucLas Zneis x11. v. 103 3on ilk stranger . . our marchis. .
Invadis, rubbis, and spuljeis. 18599 SHAks. Hen. V, 1m1. vi.
106 One that is like to be executed for robbing 3 Church.
1681 tr. De-las-Coveras’ Don Fenise 198 Pirats who..rob
upon the sea all the vessells they could render themselves
masters of. a 1726 SOUTH Serm. (1744) IV. 153 Robbing the
Spittle. 1826 J. WiLson City of Plague 11. iii. 249 Wilt thou
rob a church And share..The general spoil? 18ss
MacaurLay Hist. Eng. xii. I11. 221 In the country his house
was robbed. ’ :

transf. 1877 RaYMOND Statist. Mines & Mining 316
Former operations were principally fined to robbing the
rich pockets, while good milling-ore was left standing.

b. Const. of that which is taken.

c1330 Arth. & Merl. sios (Kolbing), Mani cursed
painem .. hadden robbed pis cuntray Of al pis ich fair pray.
¢ 1400 Destr. Troy 3209 To the tempall full tyte [he] turnyt
agayne, To rob of pe Riches, and Renkes to helpe. c1420
Cont. Brut ccxxvii. (19o8) 298 be toun . . of al ping pat myste
be bore & caryed out was robbid and despoyled. 1590
SPENSER F.Q. 111. vi. 4 All the rest it seemd they robbed bare
Of bounty, and of beautie. 1613 SHaks. Hen. VIII, 111 ii.
255 Thy Ambition. .robb’d this bewailing Land Of Noble
Buckingham. .

4. a. absol. To commit depredations; to
plunder; to take away property by force.

1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 6041 Hii drowe hom toward
kanterbury, to robbi pere al so. 1338 R. BRUNNE Chron.
(1810) 38 Of Danmark dukes riche.. Men & women slouh,
& robbed porgh pe lond. 1390 Gower Conf. I1. 134 For
every thief upon richesse Awaiteth forto robbe and stele.
¢ 1400 Rom. Rose 5686 To swinke and traveile he not feynith,
For for to robben he disdeynith. 1534 More Comf. agst.

Trib. Wks. 1200, I mene not, to let' euery malefactor passe
furth vnpunished, and frely runne out and rob at rouers.
18596 SHAxs. 1 Hen. IV, 11. ii. 10, | am accurst to rob in that
Theefe company. 1662 Hisert Body Divinity 1. 165 A man
may rob with a pair of ballances or metewand in his hand.
1683 Lond. Gas. No. 1737/4 They Robbed the n'ght before
on Brainford-Road. 1831 Insect Misc. (L.E.K.) 330
Sometimes . . small parties of three or four [bees] will unite
to rob, as we may say, on the highway.

b. Mining. (See quots.)

1881 RAYMOND Minming Gloss., Rob, to extract pillars
previously left for support; or, in general, to take out ore or
coal from 3 mine with a view to immediate product, and not
to subsequent working. 1883 GREsLEY Gloss. Coal-mining,
Rob, to cut away or reduce the size of pillars of coal, &c.

5. a. To carry off as plunder; to steal. Now
rare.

1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 381 bat strange men . , asaileden is
Jlond..& robbed is bestes & is game. 13.. K. Alis. 3450
g.aud MS.), Hij robbeden tresores & clopes. 1390 GOWER

‘onf. 11. 160 He anon hem wolde assaile And robbe what
thing that thei ladden. 1426 Lypg. De Guil. Pilgr. 16014
Swych goostly goodys euerychon Ben yrobbyd And agon.
1486 S1R G. HAYE Law Arms (S.T.S.) 91 A man gais to the
were for.. to pele and rub gudis. 1830 PALsGR. 693/1, 1

robbe his treasour from hym. x879 W. WiLKiINsON Confut.
Fam. of Love Ep. Ded. *ij, Whiche Vine the Foxes
i spoyle and endamage by robbyng the fruite.

]
is blended with the richer ores of silver, and renders the
extraction of that metal difficult by volatilizing a part of the
silver, or, in t!xe l.angu e of the miners, robbing t'hc ore.

d. Association Football. To deprive (an
opposing player) of the ball.

1882 Blackburn Times 1 Apr. 6/3 Goodhart started the ball
from the centre, but he was instantly robbed by Strachan.
19770 Times 30 Segt. 15/4 Novak held on too long in midfield
and was r8bbed by Graham. 1 orecambe Guardian 7
Dec. 8/2 Towers and Thomas forced the defence into some
confusion when a backpass went astray. Finch had to move
quickly to rob Thomas who was charging through.

2. a. To plunder or strip (a person) feloniously
of (something belonging to him); to deprive
(one) of (something due). Also transf. or fig.
(with a thing as object).

13.. Coer de L. 2286 In an evil tyme our emperour
Robbed King Richard of his tresour. 1340-70 Alex. &
Dind. 789 To robbe men of hure riht ful redy ben alle.
c1400 Destr. Troy 6419 Ector.. Wold haue Robbit the
Renke of his riche wede. ¢ 1440 Yacob's Well 217 Myn ey3e
has robbyd my soule of his lyif with watyr of lustys. 18538
COVERDALE 2 Sam. xvii. 8 As a Beer that is robbed of hir
l\:;mgt: ones in the felde. 1863 WinaeT Whs. (5.T.5.) L. 105

e hes .. rubbit him of his geris or honouris. 1591 SPENSER
M. Hubberd 16 My weake bodie.. Was rob’d of rest and
naturall reliefe. 1634 MILTON Comus 390 For who would
rob a Hermit of his Weeds. 1668 BoyLE Occas. Refl. 1v, xii.
(1675) 240 A Cloud, which does no longer reccive or
transmit the Light, but robs the Earth of it. 1692 DRYDEN
St. Euremont’s Ess. 11 The Zeal of the Citizen robbed the
Man of Himself. 1768 A. DicksoN Treat. Agric. (ed. 2) 92

1646 R. BAILLIE Anabapt. (1647) 10 The Priests

ROBBER

rob-, the stem of ROB v., used in a few combs. in
the 17th cent., in the sense of ‘one who robs (the
person or thing specified)’, as rob-altar,
-carrier, -God, -orchard, -thief. Also ROB-
POT. .
1614 T. ApAMs Devil’'s Banguet 11. 49'Will a man rob
God? .. But, alas, what law can be giuen to *rob Altars?
LevcesTer Civil Wars 69 The st Garrison of
Basing the vexrecepncle of rogueing *Rob-Carriers. 1612
W. SCLATER Ministers Portion 47 Search records, divine,
humane: where findest thou a *rob-God without his
vengeance? 1623 R. CARPENTRR Conscionable Christian 8o
Sacrilégious rob-Gods, desperate mocke-Preachers. 1673 S.
PARKER Repr. Reh. Transp. 517 Truants, loiterers, and *rob-
orchards. 1600 Look About You xxx, Could I meet him, I'd
lay *rob-thief, atleast stakes with him. 1614 T". Apams
iPs Banquet 11. 82 His extortion hath erst stolne from
others, and now hee plays rob-thiefe, and steales from
himselfe. :

rob, obs. form of ROBE.

||roba. Obs.—! = BONA-ROBA.
1602 MIDDLETON Blurt Master-Constable 11. ii, Hah! fast,
my roba fast, and but young night?

roband (‘raubend). Naut. Also 8-9 roban.
[Later var. of robin ROBBIN, app. more directly
representing one or other of the forms cited
under RABAND. Sometimes improved into rope-
band.] A piece of small rope passed through an
eyelet-hole in the head of a sail and used to
secure it to the yard above.

1762 FALCONER Shipwreck 1i. 80 To each yard-arm, the
head-rope they extend, And soon their esrings and the
robands bend. 1769 Dict. Marine (1780) s.v. Sail, The
heads of all four-sided sails, and the fore-leeches of lateen
sails, are attached to their ive yard or by a
number of small cords called nds. 1840 R. H. Dana
Bef. Mast xiv, All hand®'were. . picking old rope to pieces, or
laying up &ukﬂs and robands. 1860 H. STUART Seaman’s
Catech. 2 What is a roband or rolling hitch used for? For
bending sails,..for reefing courses,..&c. 1899 F. T.
BuLLEN Log of S if821Ina f. , where they can
send & man to every roband.

attrib. x FALCONER Shipwreck 1 5"; ‘The reef-lines next
.. Thraugi lid-holes and roband-legs are reev'd. 1769
—— Dict. Marine (1780) s.v. Reefing, Provided that the
turns are inserted through the roband-legs.

Robardesmen, variant of ROBERDSMEN.
robbare, obs. form of ROBBER.
robbe, obs. form of ROB sb. and v., ROBE.

robbed (robd), ppl. a. [f. ROBV.] |

1. Plundered, despoiled. Also absol.

c1400 Rom.. Rose 6823, I..Robbe bothe robbed and
robbours. c1450 Mirour Saluacioun (Roxb.) 18 A
Samaritene. . heled this robbed man of his des. 1604
SHaks. Oth. 1. iii. 208 The rob’d that smiles, steales
something from the Thiefe. 1679 DrYDEN & LEe Edipus V.
i, As a robl igress ing o’er the woods. 1
DryDEN Ovid's Met. x11. 342 Bold Amycus, from the robb’d
mtq:)l:ringa The chalices of heaven. 1874 Woop Nar. Hist.
621 The cod thus hollowed are technically called ‘robbed’
fish. 1894 Mrs. Dyan Man's Kcz:‘ne (183?) 164 The
sadness of the eyes with the look of robbed motherhood they
often wore. :

2. Carried off; taken away.

1590 SpENskr F.Q. 11. viii. 40 A Lyon, which hath long
ime saught His robbed whelpes. 1870 Standard 5 Dec.,
ey are all the more savage by reason of robbed repose.

robber (‘roba(r)). Forms: a. 2 rubbere, 3
robbare, 3-4 robbere, 5 robare, robbar, 6 Sc.
rubber, 4- robber. B. 4 robeour, robbeo(u)r,
-youre, 4-5 robour(e, robbour(e, -or(e, s
robbowre, -eur. e a- and B-forms are
respectively a. AF. and OF. robbere, robere, and
robeour, robbour, etc., nom. and acc. types of the
agent-noun from robber to rRoB. Cf. Sp. robador,

which he had robbed in the Cathedrall. 1 DrypeN Virg.
Georg. 1v. 312 They themselves contrive To Rob the Honey,
and subvert the Hive. 1830 CampBELL Farewell to Love 7
But Passion robs my peace no more. 3880 THACKERAY
Pendennis xxxvii{i), There was a sideboard robbed out of the
carved work of a church in the Low Countries. 1887
MoLonEy Forestry W. Africa 176 The descendants of the
Negroes who were robbed from Africa. 1919 G. B. SHaw
Heartbreak House 11. 77, | should rob all the money back
from Mangan. 1939 JoycE Fi:mefm Wake (1964) 111. 453
Robbing leaves out of my taletold book. 1953 [see robber
trench s.v. ROBBER 2 b]. 1?11 Irish Press 29 Sept. s/5 Vincent
Walker . . was found guilty of robbing the sum of f{8.798.

+b. fig. To remove, take away, cut oft from
something; to ravish. Obs. rare.

1377 LANGL. P. Pl B. x1v. 132 Allas! pat ricchesse shal
reue and robbe mannes soule Fram pe loue of owre lorde.
1594 SHAKS. Rich. I1, 1. iii. 173 What is thy sentence then,
but speechlesse death, Which robs my tongue from
breathing natiuc breath? 1596 Seenser F.Q. 1v. iv. 16 The
which..to it drew The eyes of all,..And hearts quite
robbed with so glorious sight. 1 Lisander & Cal. Ded.,
By their ion they may end
teadiousnes though but from one houre.

6. Card playing. (See quots.)

With éuot. 1611 compare Littré s.v. Piller 6.

1611 COTGR., Piller, .. also, to rub, or rob, at cards. 18¢7
Foster Compl. Hoyle 277 (Spoil Five), Robbing the trump
card. If the trump card is an ace, the dealer may discard any

to rob away

card he pleases in exchange for it. Ibid. 299 (Cinch), He may

search the remainder of the pack, and take from it any cards
that he pleases. This is called robbing the deck.

Pg. roubador, It. rubat

1. 2. One who practises or commits robbery; a
depredator, plunderer, despoiler.

a. ¢ 1178 Lamb. Hom. 29 Rubberes, and pa reueres, and pa
peoues. a 1228 Ancr. R. 150 In one weie pet is al ful of peoues
& of robbares, & of reauares. ¢ 1280 Lute! soth Serm. 27 in
O.E. Misc. 186 Alle bac-bit det to helle, Robb N
and reueres. 1340 Ayenb. 38 pe pridde is ine robberes and
kueade herberseres pet berobbep pe pilgrimes. 1377 LANGL.
P. Pl.B. x1v. 182 bus. . Ihesu Cryst seyde, To robberes and
to reueres. c14as8 Lypc. Assembly of Gods 688 Robbers,
reuers, rauenous ryfelers. c1440 Promp. Parv. 437/2
Robare, or robbar g\hthe see,..pirata. a1533 L.o. BERNERS
Huon xlviii. 160 ey were robbers of the see. xggﬂ
CoverpALE Ps. xxxiv. 10 Who is like vnto the? whic|
delyuerest . . the poore and the nedy from his robbers. 1593
SHAXs. Rich. II, mi. ii. 30 Then Theeues and Robbers
raunge sbroad vnseene. 1634 MiLTON Comus 485 Som
roaving Robber calling to his fellows. 1671 —— Samson
1188 Thou. . like a Robber stripdst them of thir robes. 1727
Gay Fables 1. i, Robbers invade their neighbour’s right.

1794 Mrs. RancLirre Myst. Udolpho xxviii, Montoni was
b a captain of robb 1838 D Nich. Nick. iv,
Where di bb 1878 StuBBs Const.

Hist. [11. xviii. 243 There is more spirit and a better heart in
a robber than in a thief.

fig. a12a§ Ancr. R. 334 bus peos two unicawes beod two
grimme robbares.

. C 1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 8006 William vr king.. .
0!

beour he was. 1303 R. BRUNNE Handl. Synne 6127 Euery
man he wened h: a robbour, For drede pat he had
tresoure. c1380 Sir Ferumb. 4113 Al ys ly, in euery
syde, For robbours pai were y-kud. c 1400 Pilgr. Sowle 1v.



ROBBERY

xxxv. {Caxton, 1483) 83 Vpon theucs and morderers,
Robbours and reuours, .. they shalle be fyers in jugement.
c1440 Promp. Parv. 4352 Robbowre, on the londe,
pakeator. Thid. Dol

Melusine 245 Locher, whiche tfterwnrd delyuered q:e
Countrey ot Ardane fro thevys, murdrers, & robbeurs.

b. Const. of a place, etc. :

1468 Pastow Lett, 11. 251 Slyford was the chyff robber of
the cherch. 1836 TINDALE Acts xu 37 Nether robbers oﬂ‘
churches, nor yett despisers of Koure goddes. 1887
EDGEWORTH Serm. 289 He putteth eximple of disers,

eners, and - robbers of dead mens graues. 1633
'HERWOOD, A robber of the Princes, and publicke treasure,
peculateur.

c. transf. (See quots.)

3670 Phil. Trans. V. 1197 Therefore they term it a
Robber, as & substance which spoyls, and takes away the
richness of the Ore. 1728 Family Dict. s.v. Bee, To preserve
Bees from Robbers, which very commonly infest them, ..
the way is to cloom the Hives very close. 1816 Kiray & Sr
Entomol. xx. (1818) I1. 207 These are called by Schirach
corsair bees, and by English writers, robbers. 1831 Inmsect
Mise. (L. E.K ) 329. . .

2. attrib. and Comb. a. Attrib. in various
scnses, as robber-book, -gold, -haunt, -hold,
«tmm, -lair, etc. Also objective, as robber-

. 1884 ‘MARK Twarn' Huck.. Finn ii. 13 The rest [of the
oath] was out of pirate books, snd *robber books. 1850 Mgs.
BrowNING Calls on the heart ii, The world . . Has counted its
*robber-gold. 1937 J. W. DAy Sporting Adventure 91 The
magpies will go off to their *robber-haunts in lonely carrs of
willows down on the marshes. 1876 Green Stray Stud.
(1891) 319 The countless. ‘mhber-holdt of the Angevin
1890 ‘R. BoLr * Miner's Right (1899)
123/3, I hnd o great mtunl inclination to. the trade of
Ess. Trav., Amateur
wisited a *robber inn. 1866
Cacus in_his *robber-lair.
1860 Pusey Mim. Proph 3 Probably .. Edom . . continued
his *robber-life slong tb:gouthem borders of J udah, 1856
VAUGHAN Mystics (nsbo) 1. 142 At every turp have we to
wrangle . . with these vultures about their *robber-toll. 1839
CanLYLE Chartism v. 139 Silesian *robber-wars.

b. Appositive, as robber-chigf, -company,
-crew, etc.; robber baron [BARON 1], a feudal
lord who engaged in plundering; also transf.,
spec. [BARON 2b) in U.S., a financial or
industrial magnate of the late nineteenth
century who behaved with ruthless and
irresponsible acquisitiveness; also attrid.;
robber-council or -synod, the ecclesiastical
council held at Ephesus in 449, the decrees of
which were subsequently rescinded; robber
trench Archaol., a trench representing the
foundations of a wall, the stones of which have
been partially or entirely removed.

1878 C. F. Apams Railroads 145 The commissioner has
not hesitated to give his opinion of the foreign owner as a
‘*robber baron'. 188a C. ScHure in Boston Herald Suppl. 30
June 1/3 It will not be surprising at all to see some day a
movement set on foot to put an end to the operations of the

*ro|
Emigrant (1905) z He
CONINGTON .éuad

modern robber barons, who, by corporate rascality,
supplemented with tricks of the stock exc! , manage to
plunder ar will not only their fellow- ben. but the
bona fide i in corporate enterprises. 1930

Huxuav Bird-Watching ii.

32 Pr
“l, the robber barons of the Arcm: bird-world, 1934 M.
QSEPHSON (fitle) The robber barons. 1 Econ ist.
Nov 187 In studying the so-called ‘robber barons’, Dutler
ielled to consider also a few early ‘career men’. 1987
Tlm: it Suppl 8 Nov. 670/3 Next she builds up an
lucrative backed by a robber-
baron tycoon named Jim Seymour. 1962 J. BRAINE Life at
Top x. 131 A robber baron of the Middle Ages. 1976
Lasky Utopia & R (1977)ii. 74 in joined the
call for a crusade of destruction, and he, too,
robber baron in a holy cause. ¥979 Time 2 Apr 45/1 For
years psychiatrists have also been regarded as medicine’s
robber barons. 1816 ByroN Ch. Har. 1. xlviii, In proud
state Each *robber chief upheld hjs armed halls. 1899 Q.
Reu. Jan. 11 *Robber-companies, and bishops in coats of
mail. 1868 Pusey Truth nieCh 9o Before the *robber-
Council of Ephesus could displaced by the Fourth
General Council at Chalcedon. 1776 MickLE tr. Camoens’
Lusiad 346 Soon shall our powers the *robber-crew dutroy
1797 The College 38 Arm’d Justice forth the *robber-
demons drove. ¥ Tozer Highl. Turkey I1. 164 Mr.
Curzon describes his *robber-guard. 1836-48 B. D. WALSH
Avistoph., Acharnians 1. v, | have pierced the *robber-horde
Like a reed. 1865 RUSKIN Sesame 1. (1907) 27/2 The Rust-
kings. . lay up treasures for the rust, and the *Robber-kings,
treasures for the robber. 1871 FREEMAN Norm. Cong. (1876)
IV. 201 William Peverel reared his castle of Peak Forest, the
true vulture’s nest of a *robber-knight. 1862 DRaPER Intell.
Develop. Europe ix. (1864) 1. 287 Eutyches appealed to the
emperor, who summoned. .a council to meet at E; hellu
This was the celebrated 'Robber Synod'. 19;
ATKINSON Field Archaeol. (ed. 2) ii. 72 On many oman md
later sites where ancient buildings have once stood, the stone
will hnve been partially or comp etely robbed from the walls
and f for re-use . In such cases the
walls can be traced only as ‘“robber-trenches’. =
Antiguaries Yrnl. XLVII. 196 The outer edge of the wall and
robber trenches has been found along most of the edge of the
north ajsle and sround the west end. 1978 Ibid. LVIII. 106
A late Roman beaded and corrugated pin similar to one
found at Lydney was fourd in robber trenches of the
ieval cloister. 182§ ScorT Talism, ii, 1 have heard that
the rosd is infested with *robber-tribes. 853 KINGSTON
Manco ii, The Spaniards attacked Peru wnh their small but
determined band of *robber-warriors. A
c. Appositive with names of insects, birds,
etc., as robber-bee, -fowl, gull, robber-crab, a
large tropical crab which steals coco-nuts;

2

robber-fly, a fly of the family Asilide, given to

preying upon other insects.
xlu ]n.uel Muz (LE u)&“ ‘nolslser bees. [Of. 121

9Q There is a v:z
bumwn? crustacean, cdled d\e *Robber-C

(Bum latro). 3873 Amer. Naturalist IV. 686 A *robber-fly
. burrows in the 1899 D. SHarp Insects 491

(Robber‘ﬂnu) . The Asilidae is one of the

of flies. w’t.hed“ Mdbowmbbe)rzﬂzl’m'

comprising redatory

qf G?auohllat ‘:44 As soon fowl had

ﬂlgh J. W Day Harvest Adventure vi. 86
The big *robber gull dropped like a sack of wheat, without
a kick, at seventy y:

lrd-
Hence robbe‘noeouely adv., in a manner
sug estive of robbers; robberhood brigandage,
ry; ‘robberish [-IsH'], a., suggestive of
robben. ‘robberism [-18M], con y or the
business of robbers; robbery; ‘robberlet, a petty
robber; 'robberling {-LiNG'], a little or puny
robber. - :
1773 H. WaLroLE Lett. (1
housebreaking might not be still impro In less than
mothu- mmnte, the door rattied and shook still more
1853 Sw Let. 4 Aug. (1959) L. 6, 1
longed for you all to be there,..for it [sc. a_cave] was
admirabl tv robberish. & Mary Howirr F. Bremer's
Greece 11. 172 The sight of buried corpses
more than enything else to utmendofthe tem of
robberhood in this part of the country. 1 INGSLEY
Herew. xxxiv, Latrunculi (robberlets), sicarii, cut-throats.
1884 J. PAYNE Tales fr. Are I1. 83, 1 fear lest, if thou sla;
him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of rol
suspicion will revert upon ourselves. 1913 D. H. LAWRENCE
Love Poems & Under the glistening cherries. .
Three dead birds lie: Pale-breasted throsties and a
blackbird, robberlinga Stained with red dye. IEI Glasgow
Herald 18 Jan. 6 Commmunism in Russia is robberism.

[fdml 1
ATKINSON Last

robbery (‘robart). Forms: a. 3-4 roberie, 4
roborrye, s5-6 robery, 7 Sc. roborie; 3-6
robberye, 3-7 robberie (4 -erize), 6 Sc. rubberie,
-ery, 4- robbety B.4-6 robry(e, -rie, 5 roubry, 6
robri; §-6 Sc. rubry, -rie. [a. OF. roberie (AF.
also mbefye), f. rober to ROB: see -ERY.)

1. a. The action or practice of feloniously

seizing, by violence or intimidation, property -

belonging to another. spolxanon. depredation.

Prov. : se¢ EXCHANGE sb. 1.

a. c1200 Trin, Coll Hom. 61 3if he binimes us ure aste,
obier purh fur, oSer purh mefu, oBer purh roberie. ¢ 1250 Old
Kent. Serm; in O.E. 30 Roberie, Manslechtes,
Husbemen. .and. opre euele eden. ¢ 1290 Beket 2152 in

. Leg. 1. 168 pis lupcre km;ta . duden gret robberie.

x . BRUNNE 41]9 bat ys bope thefte and
rye, And hyt ful dere shal he a-bye. 1387 TREvVIsA
Htgdu (Rolls) L. 137 bei greipep no ping pat pey dredep to
le-e, Ppey acountep no trespas tter pan robberie. 1418
occu;vx Sir ¥. Oldcastle 456 vrolenez or by maistric,

) 128, I did not know that

ROBBO

poser; an outrageous mjustlce,

esp. in

dayh.ght vobbery, (sv.
HIGHWAY 4).

c1863 T. TAYLOR Ticket-of-Leave Man 1. 10 Dalton: 1
wontgohxgherthmﬁheen b for a fiver. Moss... Only
fifteenn—it’s robbery. 1874 E. P. RoE Barriers burned Away
v. 381 want five dollars out of before you take that
trunk off.” !hu is sheer robbery,” exclamed Dennis.
1886, etc. [lee 8.V, RIGHWAY 4]). 1949 D. M.
Dnvm Rondsfrou Hmux i. X cun never afford it,’ said his
sister. ‘It’s Jaylight robbe S Mass
Daily News 23 Apr. 39/t Thou.): tlle Celucsare well known
for their game-long verbal abuse of officials,
night they got away with robbery. 1977 Times 28 Feb 8/ 5?&
:vhu, in fact, a bit %f dlyhght bery As Jimmy An

said later: ¢
all the big names -nd the Tuck.”

‘robbin. Naut. Now rare or Obs. Forms: s
robyn, 7-8 robin, 7-9 robbin, ¢ -en. [Var. of
ROBAND; the form suggests that the immediate
source may have been French, but mod.F. raban
appears to be a later adoption of Du. raband.} =
RQBAND.

1497 Naval Accs. Hen. VH(1896) 33[ iiij Suulelynel for
lachetes & Ro byns to the seid Ship. 1626 Capr. SMiTH
Accid. Y The Robins, garnit, Clew its,
tyes, m —— Seaman’s Gram. v. 22 The bins
are little linea reeued into the eylet holes of the suk vnder
the head ropes, to make fast the saile to the yar

WriaLesWORTH Jrnl. Lyell 6 Dec., Keep the People at w’?
in mnhnz Points, Gaskets, Robms, stts, Sinnet, &c. for.
Sea Store. 1867 SmYTH Sailor’s Word-bk. 576

Robbin, variant of RoBIN.

'robbing, vbl. sb.’ [f. ROB v.]
1. The action of ROB vb.; spoliation, robbery.

verton h-d

. Also attrib.

1377 Lance. P. PR x1v. 301 3¢, porw pe pas of altoun
Pouerte myste puse\ﬁ‘\h-\mte peril of robbyn%e 3
Eng. C . Irel. 26 All pe eouuvyz about dyuelyn, w‘y‘tg

bgi'e bernyng & sleyng, weren I-broght to

1468 Pastom Lett. 11. zsl ‘The chyfi mayaters of
rvbbyngwu the Baylly of Ey, [etc.]. 1812 Act ¢ Hen. V111,
‘The same mysg shall lyf in
robbyng and m; ernsunce “ther lyves. 1501
Snm tr. Cattan’s Geomancie 119 It is very ill in all
ds but such as rifling, spoiling.
m Diary 21 Sept., lrodemwmefu.rof
R. L'ESTRANGE Semeca’s Mor. (1776) 62 There is no
travelling upon the road for robbing. 1738 Fam. Dict. s.v
Bee, This subject of the Bees robbing of onc another. 1832
Insect Mise. (L.EK.) 329 The mbmg season . . occurs
sooner or later as the summer has been more or less
favourable.
b. With a and pl.

= ROBBERY 1b.

c1220 Besti 792 Iic robbinge do we of bac. 1340
Ayenb. 3% Zuyche reuen, prouost, bedeles,. . pet makep pe
greate robbynges. ¢ 1460 Contsn. Brut (l908) $18 Also At

which robbyng diuerse men of London .. wer .
vntl\lum 1560) Dwsu— Steidone’s Comm. qosSpoyyW

good to eofme, .pat i uvern nq
4‘4 CAXTON Fablescof A&sop 111. vi, e yueth but of
rauyn and robberye shal at the last be knowen and robbed.
1533 BeLLenpeN Livy 1. vii. (S.T.8.) 1. 39 Invading pe
samyn mare be rubbery pan ony ordoyre of chevelrie. 1542
UpaLL Erasm. Apoph. 140b, That persone committeth
plaine robberie or spoyle, who denyeth an almes to any
re creature beeyng in extreme neede. 1608 SHAks. Meas.
for M. 11. ii. 176 Theeues for their robbery haue authority,
hen Tudges steale themselues. ¢ 1670 Hospes Dial. Com.
Laws (1681) 117 Robbery is committed by Force, or Terror,
of which neither is in Theft; for Theft is a secret Act. 1769
BracksToNe Comm. IV, 241 Larciny from the person is
cither by privately stealing, or by open and violent assault,
which is usually called rol bery 1797-1808 S. & HrT. Lee
Canterb. T. 1. 114 He was an easy mark for robbery. 182§
ELPHINSTONE Acc. Caubul (1842) I1. 125, I think it probable
that the people of those parts of the country which are out of
sight of the government, are always addicted to robbery.
. u;so irth. & Merl. 3501 (Kélbing), bo knijtes. .
;w:m in to desert, To libben bi her robrie. ¢ 1400
Bk. 8357 Ther was neuere theff.. That wayted
better hn a-vauntage, To do his stelthe and his robrye.
c1470 Henry Wallace 1x. 222 Her [ gyff our roubry
euirmar. 1531 ELYoT Gov. 1. xxvi, Compacte of malice nnd
robry. 1§96 DALRYMPLE tr. Leskie’s Hist. Scot. 1x. 11. 168
Tha war the only authoris of thift, rubrie, and rinning of
forrayis.
. An instance of this; a depredation.
R. Grouc. (Rolls) 7597 He brojte vp moni oper hous

1687 Divine Louver

wdmumeue of !he wa be.tm;e- robbings, and tl\e like are

t necessarie Mortifications. 1693 Mem. Cnt. Teckely 11
103 The War was more like a tumultuous Robbmgthm .
War manag'd with prudence.

+2. concr. Plunder, booty. In quot. pl. Obs.

c1330 Arth. & Merl. 47‘3)0 (Kalbmg). bis four hepen
kinges Went, to loken pis rol

'robbing, ppl. a. [f. ROBv.] That robs; thieving,

pnsg. tSorl};un Pol. Fl I The robbing Bee
1687 CHAS -Ins. robbi

and the Waspe . . will wuhti,:;w strife 31-3 b/ connscum

together to rob a hive of Bees. 1886 Lett. Donegal 54 There

need then have been no fear that the robbing scoundrels . .

would have escaped punishment,

robbing, obs. form of rRoBING.

t+robble: see nouncn-noanw—nosaus.
1616 B. Jonson Mas {
ouer, Robble is vnder, A flash of light md a chpof thun 3

robbo ('robsu). Austral. local slang. (f. the
name Rob(inson (see quot. 1897) + -0%.] A horse
and trap; a sulky; a poor horse; the driver of a
horse and trap. Also, anything or anyone not up
to standard, and in other extended uses.

1897 Bullenn (Sydney) 23 Jan. 11/3 In answer to a

of religion also, To bete pulke robberie, pat him poste he
adde ydo. 1340 Ayenb. 393)" byep zuo ugle opre of
roberies. llggo Gower Conf. 11. ¥3 Ensample of suche
Robberies I finde write. ¢ 1460 in Three 15th Cent. Chron.
(Camden) 41 Of whiche robrye Syr Gylbert.. was atteyns.
1533 MORE in Grafton Chron. (1568) 1. 770 There they
deuise newe robberyes nightly. 1891 Seenssr M. Hubberd

to the derivation of ‘robbo’

. .(S;dney slang for the ve}ncle ordmanly called a wlky)

writes as follows..:—‘Four Bob ' —four
Robinson. Robmson, who lived in the classic
suburb of Waterloo, Sydney ., came into a bit of money and
s horse and trap. The money was spent, and
tired of feedi

’806 Each place. . fil’'d with rackt with robb
x2 ROWLANDS More Knaues Yet (Hunterlln Cl.) 15 Many
bolde robberies he did commit. 1687 G. THORNLEY
iU Chloe 43 A
ve. ¥

Princ. Legisl. xu §10 Where mbbenu are fmquun

unpunished shame. 1838
Ames Robber i, Gmng evidence about that robbety w7
YMOND Statist. Mines & Mining 316 The phcer-mnmn;

of the guich..is really s still worse robbery of the gold-

deposits.
12. conicr. Plunder, spoil, booty. Obs.

Arth. & Merl. 6681 {Kalbing), be .come
pnugl.?:ite . To binimen hem e s

er robrie. I.
our ¢ 255 Helle ys pryued of robry. lzio-Puln‘%

I1. 251 Slyford. . hath most of the robbery next the Blylly of
Ey. 1838 CoVERDALE Amos iii. 10 They gather together euell
gotten , and laye vp ro in their houses.

3. . An excessive financial demand; a
proposal which wholly or chiefly benefits the

oung Rustick, yet un-skill’d in thev
of Lo anm

' come to mean
. catersa )ewellar'uhop with: 'Wamhubemnvm us? Look
clasp of this ‘ere bracelet

the hone, whwh poor; 80 he
hone somewhat

nire, N t m.oth«A hobr::n md‘mpl.
t at enmepneo. neigh ivery-
down :d hen any of the rival’ Roby -
prices; when any s 5
mdbuyout,mdenm 'Pomhbkoggotpm&ym
taken up by the kids, and has now become a Waterloo
classic. Ibd., Rnbbo’h.inmmveSydneycude
mythm; For munce,ngrl

stthe bou’htofycrlntmk Irs

. gone bung alresdy. ltufnnobln 7, Also ‘robbo’ has
* ComS to mean amateur. g0b A. J. 'l‘m-nnm With Sweg &
sllrdnoutohhe ts of the motor, the bike and

the . 1939 K. ANT Foveaux1v. v. 430 There was

-old Robinson. . # livery stable down at the

l-‘oot. I s’pose ve urdofth:l" Robbos, then?.
ouo“gom * hire s cart for four bob and take it
lo-ded with vegetables. The kids used to call after



' who had no jurisdiction over him.

‘ consulers vaud before. ¢ 1

ROBBYNG

'em, ‘Four Bob Robbo, Four Bob Robbo.’ Old Bob Noblett,
‘e’s an old man now, but I can remember when Bob Noblett
was a four-bob robbo. 1986 Collins New Eng. Dict. (Austral.
& N.Z. Suppl.) 1 :zo/z obbo, Four-Bcb- Robbo, a horse and
sulky... brow used only for a decrepit horse.

robbyng, obs. form of RUBBING.

robe (roub), sb* Also 5 roob(e, 6 robbe, 6-7
roab(e; Sc. 5-7 rob, 5 rowb. [a. OF, robe (robbe
roube), = Prov. muba Catal. and It. roba, Sp.
ropa, Pg. roupa; the stem is that of the verb &
the original sense being ‘spoil, booty’, as in OF. ]

1. a. A'long loose outer garment mchmg to
the feet or the ankles, worn by both sexes.in the
Middle Ages, and still by men of some Eastern
nations; & gown. Now rare, éxcept as in 2.

c 1298 Passion Our Lord 66 in O.E. Misc. 39 Ne heddehe
nonembeolfoweneofgng ax300 Cursor M. 3676 His
I;:)fdﬂ cled hnm Wit his nropa- mbewlnnech: ‘;19
LanoL. P. Pl.k X#1. 227 And fewe robes ﬁm'zx
gpunu. 2423 #r. Secreta Secret., Priv. Pma 151 Hym

a lyzill graue . forhuhnlle mdforhuroob
Cun-on Clamc4 'l‘hzymtlmben i-dmt!\y
robys. 2801 DoucLas Pal. Hon. 11. iii, With lnvmuwmt,
inrobbis new, Of a fassoun. 1582 STANYHURST JEneis
11. (Arb.) 68 Theare {is] wardsob abundant Of roabs most
preuo\ue 1601 HoLLAND Pliny oy v, {n auncient time
all the I 1 and S d to the

uaqfx Hm Mxlnxwaelldldhebceome
s?;)be ‘That did di-rol:e the Lion of that robe.
;,ﬁ( lanlnquuhm 10 He hath couered me with the

' robe of righteousnes. 1628 MiLToN Vac. Exerc. a1 Hail

native cull those richest Robes, and st

nm}}‘;‘lnc deepen Spirits, and choicest Wits desire.

— X,
tndemmeforaspeculfomofhdys

d:pss; a piece of materiak either plain or

embroidered, Hpu'tl nhnped T e gown
m Sylvia’s Home Yrnl. Feb., ),
e Guille. 1892 Foskions of io-d.y M.yu; Ribe of ol
velver, coliar of passementerie Id of Dress
an. 3 Handsome embroidered chemllc robe. Ibid., White
and cream lace robes in enormous variety.
c..A dressing-gown. See also bath robe s.v.
BATH 3b.! VL.

1884 Dickens Hard T. 11 viii. 223 She arose, put on a
oose , and went out of her room in the dark. 1931 J. B.
mel-yvmbuhmn 26, I puts on my silk robe, [ go
down to his rooms. 1938 M. ALLINGHAM Fashion in Shrouds
vi. 73 ‘Robe’s’ the new name for wn. 1948 ‘L.
Lawis' By Murder (iy‘i‘l) AL lsa e pm on the
white terry. robe.

\ Amm-mbemdi’l?g n.:gs l-‘& focnwo
R.Lmu 3 §_

(lgi? xux 18

nla 3
G F Nxvn@m Sir, You Bmatdwu 246 hi:
out and slong to the kitchen. 1976

'Yuﬁau an. sof3 At lunch, Mnl’ox.mllmpmm
slipj lndml;e3

, nearly dropo a tray on Mrs 'l‘omphno

2.2. A long outer garment of a special form
and material worn in virtue of, and betokening,

.a particular rank, ¢ gtcondmon. or office.

cup&lm mS E-;. I. 116 be Abite of Monek
pan clerk axaooCnan
ooqa'l‘ mb nuwu ::Ga L. P.PlLA.

ntforp-nenuuwcnuelkhoune.

Robe-pkwhepelm 1484 Caxron Curiall 4

sz::u e peple mak: gnm:wondrynnuoftherychgmbe
TARKE

B, MWM&’ e i e oS

p‘mm Cardynallys
made. 1596 SHAKS. 1 m!Vmu. 6 Thue did m
s kecpeﬁ

* Person and new, like a Robe Pon
Nere:eule.butwondndyﬁ 2603 —3- Meas. for M. 1. ii.
Bl Nor the ted sword, The Marshalls Truncheon, nor

the Iudges : 1778 Porrer ABschylus, To Mrs. Mowntague
(1808 P. xxviii, M tifical robe trailing on the pavement.
ANE Avrab. I 85 He then bestowed upon him a

o Mh::iom ll;; M:AUL:\: H-;:. hﬁm"’y 1IL. 382

18; H. Ngwman Par. S 1. xxv Surel
th&e -!ti?nmenu mbuﬁmnftim;:nly oo 398 Surely
b. pl. with the same connotation. Often with
qualifying word prefixed, as coronation,
pariiament robes, etc. Master, Mistress,

.Yoonum,qfthcﬂobca see these words,

‘1448 tr. Clawdion in Angha XXVIII. ’f? With whm
he lyst be mevid 10 clothe him in
Merisn vii. no&é:ﬂm
ut on vadir ﬂlbﬂ
X de W 1531) 1 6b.,11|oud\the
Piz“ &' 1531) s Y

h 1nh|crobelo
IV v. i 121“' go

easie
Peace. altxl Sv:.vmnn Wlu (Grosart) 11. 61 Their
.The glorious Salomon’s rich roabes of
lummm :(71 Mu:rou PR 1v. 64 Pretors, Proconsuls to
thir Provinces Hasting or on return, in be-ofSute.
a1718 Burner Oun 1. (1724) L. ut on his
robes in hast, . .and called up the S W,

:JoNES Seven Siiters Poems (l ) 38 ecepnhe robes snd

sceptre of the land. '18; ‘Lett. Cont
1. 248 The senators’ m-gumm of Rome nppm clad in
the ecclesiastical ‘robes of the period, in which the
manuscript was written. 1849 MacavLay Hist. Eng. v. 1.

. Countries

“Baptista. Idid. 111 ii. 114 See not y
GorpsmM.

3
gz The..aldermen came in their robes to welcome the
uke.

3.a. pl. Outer garments or clothes in general.
¢ 1878 GAscOIGNE Flowers Wks. (1575) 44 You shall
wle e e.mm&n beng li:rhee bomee' )
wh; oul ct ng! > . X
Snzxsgg"a- Shr. 1. ii. 132 Now shal, ‘3:
me grace, And offer me disguis’d

reucrent robes. 1770 Du le 336 She left her
whee! and robes of country brown.
b. fig. A covering or vesture compared to a
long enveloping ent
1623 DrumM. or Poems Wks. (1711) z; The
Moon. lmparlm;mdlher’l‘mhnknbo Night. 1633
IM 39 Now, ancient Csledon, Th VY Beauties ten,
%lobcputon meAunn oy (17393 L. 165 lnn
Tree casts off her cloathed
in u new plennt Garb. lm-“ Tnomn Summer 92
Prime Lighel..

robe! 1849
ROBERTSON Serm. n.u.(:m 38 fnretbcworldhn
pu&onmfullmbeoﬂuhx. “, Ayimer's Field

4.a.tholowambo (thedtunof)thckgal or
clerical profession; the short robe, (that. of) ‘all
that profess arms, or usually wear awords
(Cotgr.). So both robes, either robe.
1601~ [sce LONG ROBE]L. 6232 Bacon Hen. V11 (1876) u-,
He sent. eommuuoneu of both robes, pnor
to be his ch lior..; and Sir Edwud

. with a civil power ofhuhe\mmnt 01641 Be. Mounnuu
Acts & Mon. (1642) 9‘, or standing great
Councell, . .made up of both Robu. honounbk
amongst their brethren, Priests snd Laicks m
Rushw. Hist. Coll. (1721) IL. 1m11. 137 They h-ve spared..no
Orders of Men, the on(RobeuwellutheShmtlnth&lt
their Fury. 1613 MARVELL Reh. Transp. 1. 282 There was a

tleman of your robe a lemnry mcoln 1713 STEELE
ge;ﬂ No. 157 P6 Qur Men of either Robe.
1732-1878 [see LONG ROBE]. .

. the Robe, the legal profeouon.

64 CummnonHuz Rnb 1. §96Hewuawan!he
Robe; hn Father having ‘} ?e in the Court of the
1671 Buccleuch MSS. (Hist. MSS. Comm.)

Mr Coml;mnmnboudlmnof e robe, butmvety
esteemn with everybody. upon
most eminent Persons of tl;,:‘nh 1770 FooTE La-u

Lover 111, | was some years in the Temple; but the death of

my brother robb'd the robe of my labours. 1830 THACKERAY
Pzndm , The of l);nny of our families
follow the robe a3 a profession. 1858 MoTLEY h Rep. 1.

377 Rich advocates, and other Gentlemen of the Robe.
7; Persons of high estate. rare—!.
Wmmn Alb. Eng. v1. xxxiii. (1602) 163 Soplagueth
cl\u arre, and 30 fmm Robe 10 doth
6. U.S. and Canada. The
buffalo (musk-ox, etc.) used as a garment or yug.

1836 Backwoods of Canada s A light comfortabl
lined with buffalo robes. xd ARTLETT Dict. Amer. s.v., K
pack of robes, is ten skins nedmnpackwhlchu

far West w

manner m which they are broulht from the
market. W. Pixg Barren Ground N. Canada 106 The
robes wele in splendid condition; the undergrowth, which
resembles a sheep’s fiecce. ., was now thick and firm.

7. attrib. and Comb., as vobe-cloak, -coaf,
-miaher, -spinning, -tearing; +robe-chamber,
+ robes-room, a robmg-room' 1 robe-goer, one
who has charge of the robes.

1598 SyLvester Du Bartas 1. i. 1v. Handycrafts 1
dmun. wooll Whence the robe-spinning precious

ful. 1665 Pspys Dmig:a June, My Lord Smdwnch dxd
uke me_aside in the rol Secr. Serv.
Money Chas. & Yas. (Camden) 146 In comxdenmon of his
services and extraordinary at the
\épon his said Majestic and the Privy Councill and

mmittees. 1701 nl Treasury P. (1871) 529 m
and bedgoers. 1746 in R. Chambers rgh
(1846) 47 No misses in "skirts an ducleu, robe-coan‘ nor
stay-bodied gowns, to be allowed to dance in eountry-

dances. 1831 J. MACDONALD in Life (1849) Il 7§
ox

of religious 1836-7 Dickens Sk.
(1850) 149/2 There were Mr. Harris the law-stationer, and
r. Jennings

the robemaker. 1902 Q. Rev. Apr. 533 His
father and grandfather were both robe-makers. x %.‘-
Suaw Lett. to Granville Barker (1956) 139, I have penunded
hcrtobedneovtndmtnmemnmbedo.k. 191X C.
MACKENzZIE Passic xviii. 170 S

misses . . put into corsets nlmo-t s soon as they were out of
robe-coats. 1964 New Shetlander No. 70. 27 She wuir a hap,
rob cott an brarct.

robe (raub), sb.?

Also ‘robé. " Abbrev. of

WARDROBE. .
b { Spectator 7 June 972/1 Mr. Too 2 wholesale
fun?n”mre—’x:lker in the Curtz:’n Road with w! l once had

dealings, introduced me to some pretty enmpla of what

ians, 1 believe, call aphaeresis. ‘If you want a
go-rd * he would say, ‘l'd choooe wawnut every time; but
when it conm (o a B there’s nothing to touch

E mmg Herald a4 M-y 43/9

Advt) ullt-m nobe- 1974 T. DENNIS in J. Burnett

5‘0:] . 3 4,ldnd nmefor[u ithad a
to

’?‘Zv’o (!;s (Mlddlesbmub:z 11 Jan. 11/7
(Advt ), doub! Ic bedrooms, one with fitted unit and

nx-foot

robe (rsub), v.. Also 7 roab. [f. ROBE sb.1] |
1. trans. To clothe or invest in a robe or robes;
to apparel; to dress. Also refl. Also, to apparel
(oneself) in a dressing-gown.
x nLANcL P. PL B. xv. 331;3embeth and fedeth Hem
han. 1688 tr. Sorel's Com. Hist. Francion 111. 60
A Pneee of rich Satin, to new Robe him. 1711 G. Hickes
Tewo Treat. Chr. Priesth. (1847) I1. 290 He robed and
unrobed himself in his throne. 1728 Pore.Odyss. v. 294
Ulyuet rob’d him in the cloak and veat. 1859 ENNYSON

ROBERDAVYl

Gwmt@Emenguethﬂtfmmbe urself in this,
1886 MasgL COLLINS Prestiest Womas.v, She robed herself
again in her national costume. ﬁNmYuha:nMay
3z/llfllmraoluu,lwdlmumdmbe§yle

ﬁ, Sm T. Hnm*rTm (ed‘z)u mrem-bmg

o (1848 kit
detUCm (x )l. :33 Herobu mmoonhght
1880 LYNCH ! M nbedhetmnblu-h

TeNNYsON strip
;:rbmuduth ldlouundwmmmknbeyouhfe-m

aguin,
2. intr. To put on robes or vestments.
a1626 BAooN Advt. Mw Hol: Ww (x6za) 96 Only to

Rosb, an eaz

xla,So Lowm m,AndthmthePnuum
robing now. 186g Daily News 14 Dec., The Bishops were to
mectat half- Boclodm-wun.hﬂ,whmtheyweu
to robe and form in procession. © -

robed (raubd), ppl. a. [f. noas v. or sb.']
1. Clad in robes; wearing robes. Also with in.
c1328 Mety. Hom. uAuunnbedmwlunkwede I
bl::m.. P, PIIA Ix. t Thusnoivnbed in russet, romed
te. @ X sumbras af semly sls thay bothe ware,
thay w:re‘l.:bed ?&: SHAxs. Lcav . vi. 38 (Q'l!
'I‘hourobbedmmof!mneet::edthyphoe 2

Gi hB”d Robhgdth ublemprbofw v84
T RAY X *d in the oe. ¢
(Z)“ gf!'hahz; dBZ; 'l'hccn}se bemlound mdle
skirts e pedagogue! 1 YTTON Pompeii 1.
In th eenmofd\e!depo tobedinwhlw

lX 388/t Judge
Powell. lnnmlwdlhuhedsouk!
ﬁg xGyMn;roul.AIlqnsl Wbeﬂhe

No 265 Do Ovid.vels un. thet e '"’Ant?ed

Smt 0. 265 Po tellsus. urors . . is robed in
Saffron. 1881 q‘nmnou To Virgil i, Roman Virgil, thou
thntungutlhonnloﬁywm les robed in fire. 2290t F. W.
Hﬂl:l'v;‘w . m&:y{xqos)ll.mMmd:mllrobed

2. Wearing robes of a :pecuﬁed kind, as long-,
loose-robed, ctc. Also fig.
Where hooe-rg:;: Pleasure

theough the dack seems Flows
ity Sorraa Lo Lei. High Lat. (ed. e) 3’;.?.'.'?".“""" doep

llrobe de chambre (b 'do fabr). Also 8

-chamber. [F.,aeeuon:b‘mdqmsm:b 1A

druunx-gown or né rgf 3
T o L T bt i)

wbve. 3! YRON Juas xvI. xi, Qur de chambre
May sit like that of Nessus. Y Van. Eair
xxiv, Pointing to the of his robe de ¢ under which
his heart was still feeb;; beating. 1893 Py of Fashion L
w, made of our robes de

fxnm: 1746 mm . H N Sa. L. ii. 38 That Youth

ut &

Ir«:be 1‘-:, nult m mu)H[Fr.] m‘irm
{1 LLOPE ii. 33 He has th
shining black habiliments for his

1897 G. STEVENS Let. 2 Nov. in Lett. W, Sum(‘& )16
Your Mmhennmhncu some sort of..a Robe: uit
something to cover your abuced mmy as you wander .. to
the toilet. 3912 E. M. CLowss On Wallaby v. m) A Iuly
whose husband had seen snother lady

her robedcmulone. 1968 J. Iwmmcmudlﬂwdm 7t
Robe de Nuit, nightdress.

'lrobe de style (rob d3 ml) (F'r.. lit. ‘robe of
style (Sec quot. 1969) Also fig. and attrib.

Times 24 Jan. 13/4 John Clvmgh c 1, &

vision in white ¢! / lon, cut on robe de uyh lines, with chnﬂ'on

veil hllm' from 2 flowered chignon, has given risz to much

this studied nmph:m be reflected
choose for her

gown that Princess Alexan
wgddmg xgﬂz R. T. Wncox Dict. Costume (1970) 293/1
e twentieth cen infanta style, an evening
fnhnon for which Lanvin of Paris famous; ita vogue

was in the nineteen twentics mé thirties. It h-d a tight

) bodice with a bouffant skirt, ankle or floor length.

‘robeless, a. {f. ROBE sb.! + -LEss.] Without
robes; destitute or deprived of robes. .

1652 BeNnLowE Thm X, xxvm, John, Ji h, Robelesse
fly; Peter, thou stay’st, and stay’st but to de:ﬁp 1880 RuskIN
Our Fathers have told Us 1. i. 26 Going, in hiz full robes, to

rayers in church,..he came across some un-happily
muen person by the wayside.

robell(e, obs. forms of RUBBLE.

rober ('rouba(r)). {f. ROBEsb.} orv. + -ER'.]} One
who has charge of, or who invests with, robes; a
robe-maker.

188¢ Manch. Exam. 28 June 7/1 He was steward and rober
to the Connsught Bar on Cm.\nt 1887 Eng. Hist. Rev. 11.

A prepositus . ned the robers to place the dindem
on the imperial hea‘zum P

roberd, obs. form of ROBERT.

1 Roberdavy, Obs. Also 6 Rob Dauie, 7 Rob-o-
Dauy. [Of obscure origin.] A kind of wine used
in the 16-17th centuries. -

1842 BOORDE Dyetary x. (1870) 255 Also these hote
as. . caprycke, tynt, roberdauy. 1583 BALE Vocation 22 ey
went in hesps from tauerne to tauerne to seke after the best



ROBERDSMEN

Rob dauie and aqua vite, which are their speciail drinkes
there. 1620 J. TAYLOR (Water-P.) Praise Hempseed Wks.
(1630) 1. 65 Sherry, nor Rob-o-Dauy here could flowe.

1t Roberdsmen. Obs. Forms: 4 (7)
Roberdesmen (7-8 Roberdsmen), 4 Robertes
men, 6, 8-9 Robertsmen. [Probably from the
proper name Roberd Rogerrt, but the allusion is
obscure.] A certain class of marauding
vagabonds that infested the country in the 14th
century. .

All the instances later than the 14th century are merely
historical.

1331 Act 5 Edw. III, c. 14 Di roberies, homicides, &
felonies, ont este faitz einz ces heures par gentz qi sont
appellez Roberdesmen, Wastours & Draghlacche. 1383 Act
7 Rich. 11, c. 1 §5 Ordeignez est & assentuz que lestatutz..
de Roberd Drawlacches soient fi tenus &
gardez. ¢ 1394 P. Pl. Crede 72 Ry3t as Robertes men [they]
raken aboute, At feires & at ful ales & fyllen pe cuppe. xs&]
HARMAN Caveat (1869) 27 These were then the commen
names of these leud leuterars, Faytores, Robardesmen,
Drawlatches, and valyant beggares. 1581 LAMBARDE Eiren.
1. vi. (1588) 196 Drawlatches, Wastours, or Robertsmen,
that is to say, either miching or mightie theeues. 21633
CoKE On Litt. (1648) 111. 197 What this Robin Hood was
that hath raised a name to these kind of men called
Roberdsmen, his followers. 3731 Gentl. Mag. 1. 238/1 [He]
insunces in Robin Hood, and says tha-from him Thieves
and Highwaymen are called Robertsmen. 1769 BLACKSTONE
Comm. TV. xvii. Persons in disguise . . (who seem to have

bled the Roberd or foll of Robin Hood).
1796 Sporting Mag. VII1. 76 Men of his [Robin Hood’s)
lawless profession were from him called Roberdsmen.

roberie, obs. form of ROBBERY.

Robert ('rpbat). [A personal name, a. F. Robert,
ultimately of Teutonic origin.}

t1. = ROBIN (REDBREAST). Obs.

14.. in Wr.-Wiilcker zoz Hec frigella, a roberd. 14..
Camb. MS. Gg. 4. 27 If. 9b, Robert red brest and the
wrenne.

2. = HERB ROBERT. Also robert's-bill.

1847 HALLIWELL, Robert, the herb stork-bill. 1856
CAPERN Poems 158 The foxglove, the robert, the gorse, and
the thyme. 1889 —— Ball. & Songs 129 The yarrow and the
robert’s-bill.

3. A policeman. Cf. BOBBY 2.

1870 Figaro 18 Nov. (Farmer), The ‘British Peeler’. . is,
after all, a sensitive creature. The blood of the Roberts is at
length aroused. 1899 ‘J. FLYNT' Tramping with Tramps 11.
231 But look out for the Robert and the Dee (the policeman
and the detective). 1929 T. L. Davipson Murder in
Laboratory xiv. 108, I stopped and asked a Robert the time.
1968 J. Lock Lady Policeman iv. 34 Believe it or not PCs are
still occasionally wished, ‘Good morning, Robert!”

4. A waiter. ) ‘

From a series of articles, professedly written by a waiter
named Robert, which appeared in Punch in 1881-2.

1886 Pall Mall G. 10 Aug. 3/2 The Parisian Roberts now
on strike. Ibid. 3 Sept. é/l he Swiss ‘Robert’ proposes that
his new ‘Union for Swiss Waiters' shall be called the
‘Winkelriedverein'.

5. Robert sauce, sauce Robert: see SAUCE sb. 1

6. Naut. slang. A spell off duty; a sleep, a ‘nap’.

1938 ‘L. Luarp' Conguering Seas xii. 140 I'll get head
down for a proper robert.

Robert(e)s-men, variants of ROBERDSMEN.

Robertian (ro'bs:uon), a. [f. ROBERT + -1AN.]
Of or pertaining to Robert the Strong (d. 866),
count of Anjou and of Blois, or his descendants,
who became kings of France. Also as sb., a
follower or successor of Robert the Strong.
1903 D. C. Munro Hist. Middle Ages vii. 66 Charles the
Simple..had little power, and the kingdom was wrested
from him in 923 by a member of the Robertian house. 1942
STRAYER & MUNRO Middle Ages vi. 147 Otto had the
advantage of being the brother-in-law both of the
Carolingian king and of the head of the rival Robertian
family. 1957 Encycl. Brit. IX. 89 Henceforth there ensued
a long duel between the Robertians and the Carolingians in
which three times the Robertians were chosen and might
have taken the crown.

Robertine (‘robati:n, -amn), sb. and a. [f. as prec.
+ -INE'.] A.sb. A follower of Robert of Melun
(d. 1167), English-born scholastic theologian.

1846 T. WRIGHT Biogr. Brit. Lit.: Anglo-Norman Period
tv. 201 His disciples formed a sect which was long known by
the name of Robertines. 1906 W. H. ScHorieLp Eng. Lit. to
Chaucer ii. 52 At Mont St. Geneviéve the ‘Robertines’ long
continued to discuss their leader’s great work . . the Summa
Theologiae, which above all gave warrant for his repute as a
metaphysician.

B. adj. = ROBERTIAN a.

1938 Z. N. BrookE Hist. Europe iv. 96 The ambition of the
Robertine housc dictated the fortunes of the French
kingdom in the tenth century.

ence Rober'tinian sb., a
successor of Robert the Strong.

1910 Encycl. Brit. X. 813/1 The struggle against the
Robertinians went on relentiessly. /bid. 813/2 There was a
kind of emtente cordiale between the Carolingians and the
Robertinians and Otto.

Robertonian (roba'tounton). [f. as prec. +
-gnian as in Caled , Patagonian, etc.] A
follower of Robert the Strong (see ROBERTIAN
a.).
1936 H. A. L. Fisuer Hist. Europe 1. xvii. 208 Robert the
Strong, Count of Paris, fought for ten years against the

follower or

4

Northmen. .. The Robertonians were as distinguished for
caution as for courage.

Robertsonian (,robst'sounian), a. Cytology. [f.
the name of William R. B. Robertson
(1881-1941), U.S. biologist, who first described
such translocations in 1916 (frnl. Morphol.
XXVII. 220) + -1aN.] Applied to the formation

- of a metacentric chromosome from two

heterologous acrocentric chromosomes by the
fusion of their centromeres or by a translocation
with the loss of a small fragment; and to
karyotypic changes brought about by this
process.

1954 M. J. D. WHITE Animal Cytol. & Evol. (ed. 2) x. 192
In certain groups such as the Acrididse, ‘Robertsonian’
Tear T orb“ -rg_tr positi for a
large part of the obvious differences in types. 198§
Namrg 2 Apr. 601/t The wide varigtion in the mitotic
numbers must be attributed to Robertsoniati changes. 1960
’1"" Nat. Cm;r I{:t. XXIV. 1187 A large mediocentric

a h i t

an ite were € d
app ly at the exp of two ic ch e
providing a classic example of a Robertsonian rehtiomh?,
mnnifeanngbinelf within the neoplastic cell population of a
transplantable tumor. 1973 Nature 3 Aug. 262/1 The most
h 1 ch seen in vertebrate evoluti

ROBIN

the scarlet breast, Our little English Robin. 1864 TannvsoN
Enock Arden 677 On the nigh-naked tree the robin piped
Disconsolate. .

b. Any bird of the genus Erithacus.

"f’ Orr’s Circle Sci., Org. Nat. 1IL t-;os In the sub-
family of the Erythacina or Robins, the bill is rather short,
slender, tapering, .. and depressed at the base.

3. N. Amer. The red-breasted thrush, Turdus
migratorius.

T S. SewaLL Diary 16 Mar. (1879) 11. 75 The Robbins
cheertully utter their Notes this morn. 179; ‘Monthiy Mag.
May 331/2 The American robin, larger than ours. 1808
WILSON Awmer. Ornith. I. 37 The Robin is one of our carliest
songsters. 1858 Longr. M. Standish 111. 3blnto the tranquil
woods, where blue-birds and robins were building. 1888 G.
H. KincsLEY Sport & Trav. vi. (1900) 182 In America I
shoot robins and find them u.mﬁ: 1944 S. BeLLow
Dangling Man 172 A few e birds, robins and s,
appesared in the trees. 1966 Vancouver Province 19 Nov. 1/5
y'{’h“e’ robin had been sitting in a mountain ash tree in his front
4. The name given to various birds (esp. in
former colonies), as in New Zealand to those of
the genus Miro, in Australia to species of
Petroica and other genera, in Jamaica to the
green tody, etc.

are Robertsonian fusions which create one metacentric from
two acrocentrics and inversions which, if pericentric in
nature, change the position of a centromere. 1974 Ibid. 10
May 164/1 ese consisted of thirty-eight Robertsonian
translocations, forty-seven reciprocal translocations and
nine pericentric inversions.

Robertson’s law (‘robstsonz). Cytology. [f. as
prec. + LAW sb.'] The law that states that the
number of chromosome arms of a population or
species tends to remain constant, although the
number of chrombsomes may vary. Cf. prec.

1945 M. J. D. WHITE Animal Cytol. & Evol. viii. 170 In
certain groups ‘Robertson’s law’ explains many of the more
obvious changes in chromosome shape. 1986 ¥rnl. Morphol.
XCIX. 265 11-d d i of ch 1
phylogeny conforming to Robertson's law have been
reported from several groups of animals.

Robespierrist (‘roubspieanst), sb. and a. [f. the
name of Robespierre (see below) + -1sT.]

A. sb. A follower of Maximilien Frangois
Marie Isidore de Robespierre (1758-94), one of
the leaders in the French revolution; a Jacobin
(sense 2). B. adj. Associated with, or adhering
to, Robespierre.

x:i: [see ORrLEANIST]. lﬁ J. R. M. MACDONALD in
Cambr. Mod. Hist. (1907) VIII. xii. 338 The Commune,
whose ption of the ulti ends of the coup d’état
differed toto calo from those of both Dantonists and
Robespierrists. masz. R. GotrscHALK Era of French
Revol. 1. 111. iii. 263 (heading) The Robespierrists destroyed.
1937 Downside Rev. Oct. 512 It is certain that the laws [of

entése] contributed to the fall of the Robespierrists. Ibid.,
The majority of the Committee were unsympathetic and
obstructive, which incrcased the tension between them and
the Robespierrist minority. 1975 G. Rupé Robespierre 9 It
marks a welcome addition to Robespierrist studies. Ibid. 43
While the Jacobins and the Convention—even the
Robespierrists among them-—were prepared to tolerate
controls and State-direction of the nation’s economy merely
as exceptional and temporary measures, [etc.].

robeux, obs. f. RUBBISH.

robi, obs. f. RUBY.
robiboo, var. RUBBABOO.

1 ro'biginous, a. Obs.—° [ad. L. robiginésus, f.
robigo rust.] ‘Much biasted, rusty’ (Blount,
1656).

robiis, obs. form of rRUBBISH.
robill, obs. form of RUBBLE.

Robin’ (‘mbm). Except in sense 1, usu. with
lower-case initial. Forms: 4-5 Robyn, 6 Roben,
Sc. Robene, Robeen, 7 Sc. Robein, 7, 9 Robbin,
5- Robin. [a. OF. Robin, a dim. or familiar form
of the personal name Robert.]

For several specific uses see ROUND ROBIN.

1. The personal name, in.more or less
allusive or general application.

poor Robin: see POOR a. 8. For dial. uses such as Robin-
round-cap, -run-rake, etc., sce the Eng. Dial. Dict.

¢ l{]tCHAucm Troylus v. t 17; From hasell wode there
Ioly Robin pleyde. X377 LancL. P. Pl B. vi. 75 Saue Lakke
peiogeloure . . And Robyn pe Rybaudoure. ¢ 1400 Rom. Rose
6337 Now am [ Robert, now Robyn; Now frere Menour,
now lacobyn. Ibid. 7455 He, that whylom was so gay, And
of the daunce loly Roﬁ)in, Was tho become a Iacobin. 1888
LATIMER in Foxe A. & M. (1570) II1. 1919/2 Now that
would I see, quoth long Roben, ut dicitur vuigariter. 1586 A.
Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 23 Some Robin the divell, or
1 wot not what spirit of the Ayre. 1603 Philotus cxxxvi, Now
grace and honour on that face, Quod Robein to the H: ies.

I. 2. = RoBIN REDBREAST ra. (Cf. Fris.
robyn(tsjie, robynderke, Du. dial. robijntje, the
linnet.)

1849 Compl. Scotl. vi. 39 Robeen and the litil vran var
hamely in vyntir. ¥ S:"m T. Hereert Trav. (1677) 383
Here are also Ayeries of Hawks and sundry others Birds; as
Goshawks, .. Robbins, Herons white and beautiful. 1802
WoORDsw. Redbreast chasing Butterfly 3 The pious bird with

t American dicts. assign the name to the red-
b d snipe and , and to the mouse-bird or

y. .

a3880 R. Davies Poems & Lit. Rem. (1884) 264 In the
bush [of New Zesland]..the robin always comes about.
-1880 Mrs. Merenitn Tasmanian Friends & Foes 123 The

Robin (Petroica multicolor) is. . inly. more brilliantly
beautiful than his English namesake. ¥ BWTON Dict.
Birds 791 Robin, & well-known nickname of the Red-breast,
..has been transplshted..to Jamaica in the case of the
Green Tod;

b. Witi; distinctive epithets (adj. or sb.)
applied to many birds, esp. of the (former)
colonies or India, as blwe robin, the bluebird,
Stalia sialis; golden robin, the Baltimore oriole;
Indian robin (see quot. 1855); magpie robin
(see MAGPIE 8); yellow yobin (see quot. 18s5);
etc.

For an ion of the vari A lisn birds thus
named see Morris Austral English 3%%—':.

1827 Trans. Linn. Soc. XV. 242 ‘This bird,” Mr. Cayley
says, ‘is called yellow-robin by the colonists. It js an
inhabitant of bushes’. 1844 J. E. DeKay Zool. N.Y. 11. 65
The Bluebird, or Blue Robin as # is called in the western
counties. 1888 Orr’s Circle Sci., Org. Nat. 111. 265 One of
the pecies, the Balti: Oriole, . . has received
the name of fire-bird. .. It is also called the Golden Robin.
Ibid. 283 e Eopsaltaria australis, which is also an
Australian species, 18 known to the colonists of New South
Wales as the Yellow Robin. Ibid. 307 The Thamnobia
fulicata, or Indian Robin, even exceceds his European

cpresentative in boldness and familiarity. 1884 Harper's
ag. Mar. 610/x Our New England forefathers call him the
‘blue robin’. . . . .

c. Used attributively or appositively in names
of various birds.

robin , a small red-b d bird of the thrush
family (Tharraleus rub , inhabiting Himalayas;
robin breast, = robin snipe; robin breastie, Sc., = RosIN
REDBREAST; robin-chat, one of several African thrush-like
birds belonging to the genus Cossypha of the family
Turdide; robin dipper, U.S., the buffie-headed duck; robin
(frock), -rook, -ruck, dial., = sense 2; robin sandpiper, the
knot; robin snipe, (a) = prec.; (b) the red-breas saipe.
See also ROBIN RUDDOCK.

1{55 GesNEeR Hist. Anim. 111. A robin . . alibi a robbyn
rock. 1736 PEGGE Kenticisms (E.D.S.), Robin-rook, a robin-
redb x ACT T Gallovid. Encycl. 412 The
tane o’ thern was the Robbin Breestie. 1872 Coues N. Amer.
Birds 256 Robin-snipe. .. Bill e%’u:lling or rather exceeding
the head. Ibid. 632 Tringa, .. Robin Sandpiper. Bill about as
long as, or rather longer than, the head. 1
Brit. India Birds 11. 169 Tharrhalews ides, the Robin
Accentor. 1901 A. C. STark Birds S. Afr. . zogr(hheadi-.g)

Noisy Robin-Chat. 1931 Discovery May 138/ e robin
chat..is smart in appearance, with..blue patches
and bright orange-rufous unde 1960 Times 29 Sept.
(Nigeria Suppl.) p. xxi/7 The colourful white-headed robin
chat, that richest and most ile of Nigeri ng:

5. attrib. and Comb., as vabin-anthem, -song;
robin-red adj.; robin dinner, a Christmas dinner
given to London waifs by subscription; robin’s
egp, U.S., (of) a greenish-blue colour; usu.,
robin’s egg blue; robin-snow, U.S., a light
snow coming before the departure or after the
return of the American robin.

1853 THOREAU Jral. 11-12 Jan. in Writings (1 . 462
He 523- that the most snow we have had this wm (‘it
not been more than one inch deep) has been only a ‘robin
snow’ as it is called, i.¢. a snow which does not drive off the
robins. a386a THOREAU Early Spring in Mass. (1881) 49
The slight robin_snow of yesterdsy is siready moatly
dissipated. l.l; Ev1z. PueLPS Trotty's Wedding Tour 166
She saw her robin’s sash and gloves. 1880 Lanigr Ow!
agst. Robim Poems (fggz), Nothing but robin-songs heard
under heaven. 1881 Robin's-egg biue [see rEACOCK 3. 5).
1887 M. E. WiLkins Humble R 1sAd of -
n?bm'o-mblue silk. 182 Daily News a1 Jan. 3/1 A ‘Robin’

|}

dinner t lace last night at the uarters of the
Camberwell Mission. 1 —— 17 Oct. 6/s A robin-red
velvet waistcoat. xz:o Man’s Mag. Dec. 65/1 On either
side were swift hi with green and gold, ahesd a
curdle of snow- mnnmmk;b:ve a sky of robin’s-
egg blue. x: N. WaLN House ile 1. iii. 43 Two lovely .-
’s-egg- ue bowls and two pairs of ivery icks.
1981 E. PAuL Sprimgtime in Paris v. g1 Cloud battations
ing, and_¢ l ked with red. i
vermilion, magenta. Between .them, their
complements of robin’s egg, turquoise, and faint bottle
green. 1981 AUDEN Nomes (1952) 15 A robin with no




[ the wmmanq bin M.
Pt.::;hé'dc Dl: xi. HS., ave’u?lll t:oeu-;hn of bnym; [y

HI. 6. A name gwen locally or dml«:tl“{
in,

‘various plants, as red campion, ragged

herb Robert, etc. (See Bntten&l-lolhnd) *
nh’u.wema |9and

mul ab z; Altumg

of. Ground 1 lnvu 1906 Audc-y

ir.hihy xslz DevdwptD illies, With mbm medled in
W ! for

lGAu. 5'9511 e om b{;mpevl:mm mb,lnl

b. The first element in -evenl popular names
of plants, esp. Robin in the hedge (see quot.
1828); Robdin-rum-(in-)the-hedge, ground-ivy;
goose-grass or ‘cleavers; bmdweed Lady’s
bedstraw, etc.

2"Bee also Bnmn & Holhmzed-nd the Eng. Dial. Dict.

Canpion. Lok doios "shay Tasts Mee. T et re
T aif's 2

wild-ppuw:k nnydfse :dge “And e'en the Robin-run-i’~

the-| Are precious in mine eyes. 1846 KeiGHTLEY

Notes Virg. Flora 385 Cleavers, Clivers, Goose- . In

some o uhrly lrehnd

the-| . ¥

old Ludlow 1“3 dmmg legﬁf pork mﬂ'ed with

cmtom on 8 o} o
Robip:run-i’-the-hedge.
. & Used attributively in plant-names, as robin-

flower, nued robin; herb Robert (Bntten &
Hollnnd), -net (aee b quot. 182a4); robin-
wlnat, U. S., = robin’s ry

e—rolun in Cubh'. Tachuel. Dict.

) is prob = mistake.
l& Sei. aukly 'XXIX. 368 The birds are not the
ony e, o?l 3 moss known as robin-whest.
In genitive oombs formmg plant-names, as
robin’s cushion, = robin’s pincushion; robin’s
.i.(.' ﬂower, herb Robert; rose campion, etc.
Dial. Dict.); robin’s plncuahlon (see quot.

1850), robin’s plantain, U.S., a species of
flesbane (Engmm belled:f m), tobin'- rye
(see quot 1897).

3846-50 A, Woon ctawu Boe. 326 Robm- Phnum
850 Bpuola Ins. Life 67 - I,
-ppnm 8 MOossy p.ruo h’hﬂd is
tudwbéhnwnbydaenlmeofk
H. Marstvay Yeor in 286 A stonted -iu-uu,

England ‘robin Syd. Soc. Lex.,
m.nmmnmlorthehur—enpmm.?uiywh-

. 7. The name of various fishes: a. dial. A
mall:'rmmfen ogdﬁsg
63 nonhHomh hs. um)sx.arobbu.u

Md‘l, } 'I‘he unnll cod ulled Rnbuu l~
CPHERSON The * lﬁh'
is & deg'onned loolnng fish, often taken at

tad of the
ur
U S
RicHARDSON Let. 24 Msy in N. E. Elissoa Todml
le g )zgoWeun*nolmm&roMum 1996 Goonr

now covered with those fenther‘,.r;du

Q

,Shed . ., and the Robin .

Doupm Punctatus used ‘MLhm‘ 88 —
fdw. Fishes 99 )ﬁ:il:r’: ol uv:nl other
the ‘Robin’ and ‘Pin-fish’, Om XXIV.

5

rfum’d Juice setc.]. {bid., Robine described before. 1786
f:ee MUSK sb. 4

robinet (‘robmet). Forms: 4- 5mbynet 5-6 -ett,
6 -ette, -att(e; 5 robenet, 6- 9 dial.
robinut, tobbmat [a. OF. Robinet, dim. .of the
pelrsonaflo name Robén- Ronm‘ ] of the
the follo name
m:lee:lmm(::l‘:‘c{?“n:mzr 3. Cm glaqunodler

.d\ypwuludenyetWi;hmengyne Robynet: It was

Rychardys o mangenel,”
1 1. Aj Npp some form or part of hoisting-tackle.
aval Acc. Hen. V!I(l 896ynnewtﬂurobenzt

& er apparell, Mn nneropc.,
Slyn'm;ep, ‘c",; in Wl“ll nub‘nﬁ:( 886) ; 6o§
Gynnes, wl robynenel
fz’Amhmb‘udOf’ LI S:n :l?béounu f Brasse
1347 in Arc 26; om e o
piadd 4 oone. 1887
Humm Eulmdn xvi, Themmeoofou:mut
these. whose weight.is
twohundred ds.nndu hath one inch and a. uarter
within the mouth. x‘n Fiowio, Ribadockino, 2 mull
of ordinance called of vs a Robinet.
- 3. = RoBIN! 2. Now north. dial.
<1428 Voc. in Wr.-Wiicker 640 Hec feigelia,
brest. lec Angl. s;uo/z A Robgm.
Drayron
live necre to the lzhnno e of Men. 1t
Elys. viii. 106 The Nightinj
ehervoyee,Andtothu !onuh-Set,TheM-uu,
Merle, and Robinet. x867- in Lanc. and Yorks. glossaries.
. A cock or faucet of a pipe (see quot.).
The ordinary sense of F.
1867 SMYTH Sailor's Word-bk., Robinet, the name of some
useful cocks in the num-en.me, as for gauge, brine, trial,
and steam-regulator.

‘robing, vbl. sb. (f. nomn + -mc‘]

l.Ap l,am

Rd-

Ih.mu thm

upon a gown or robe.
1727 MRs. DELANY Life & Corr. (186:)1 utGold.gnm

wmuckcdmthero mpofdmrgowmm lops
tlnmnnerof:gnlloon 3741 L 49,
I made Robings Flﬂnvdl&
Culm,lh:db me. 17470Amu u-ul.l‘c-u l'd
s.vnhewor had put oo m

wxmx Uno. o 0 qu Xi1 mbz:vn“

St]uwan as t. nlx Themon

f large Is and stri .ormbm..mpo-ed
dlﬁ{:‘r;';bededp:m
acty

3. on of putting on robes.

1838 Dicxens Nich. Nick. xxv, This pious ressoning
supported the bride through the eerenmy of robing.

‘4. attrib., as vobing-tabdle; robing-: -room, a

" room lpecxl]ly appropriated to the. putting on
accommsodation.

the oﬂicéa] robes; so obin e

1711-3 wlnro-mmlt 2 only went into
the’robmg-room. to p:e my Jmlsroﬂmn w‘;n
MacauLay in Tm:clyan 10 Feb., , has blamed
Lord n the robi mm the Court of the
-h dered hu .”bz]:k to the mbmptoom'.r;;'”
News 15 Oct. §

1927 T. Wu.on Bndccm.gm Luiss Roy ii. 19. |

mthe

zﬁilz 'He.l‘t 's & sea-robin!’ .. The robin
relieved him of the

c. annb as robin huss (see quot. 1879)
l.‘n N . sth Ser. XII. 193/: The Sussex cosst,

-qnmed 3&1’- canicnlo)
tetmed s mbln huss. 1883 Dm Fub- & Inl)ll
310,

+robin. Obs. Also 8 robbin. [var. of ROBING
vbl. sb.] = ROBING vbl. sb. 2.

1748 RicHARDGON Clarissa (1811) I11. 29 The cuffs and

robans curiously embroidered by the ﬁngen of this ever

e. 1777 Mme. D’Arsray Early Diary 7

Anm Her green and grey {gown),..trimmed with gause,

ribbons, gause apron, cuffs, robins, etc. 1789 Mns.

Pwthu' ]mma France 1. 306 With h heavy lace robbins ending

st the elbow.

robin?®, Cmmnm:e Also robbin. {a. Fr. robin.]
(See quot. 1858.)
1888 Stmmonos Dict. Trade, Robbin, a package in which
lnd other dry goodu are sometimes imported from
% . The robbin of rice in Malabar weighs about 84 lbs.
Wmuu.v Diary & Alm. 82 Robin ofgcoffee = [to1
887 Daily News 6 Oct. z/Ssz;omesuoblgsm
mbml [of]) Cochin ginger.

‘robin'. Chem. [irreg. f. ROBINIA: see -INL.]
The specific toxin of Robinia pseudacacia.

1901 British Med. Yrnl. 4 May 1070 The vegetable loxml
of ricin, abrin, and robin.
robin, variant of RoBBIN.

fiRobine. Obs. Also Robin. [F.] An early
vanety of pear.
LoNDON & WisE Retired Gardener 1. 2g The Robine,

or ummer-Pear-Royal, is..of a strong perfum'd Taste,
very su . 1728 I¥avmly Diet. s.v. m, Robin. .is in
Shape and Size like 2 small ..sugar'd and

the robing-table

Robin Goodfellow (‘robin gudﬁbu) [See
RoBiN! and GOODFELLOW. For the use of the adj.
cf. Goop a. 2d.]

1. A sportive and capricious elf or goblin
believed to haunt the English country-side in
the 16~17th ¢enturies; also called Hobgoblin or

Puck
A full of the ing Robin
Goodfellow is given by oheban mn Mnd.nN 1.i. 336 In
R. Scot ﬂ’m’muﬁ (rs 1. xx1. he'is
dcunbed as.a hel mmhr to the Sconnh brownie.
sie x TINDALE B’h (Puier Soc. 1849} 1 ﬁo The scripture
come a maze unto them. in which t} wander as in
M mm, or (as we say) led by Robin Goodfel ow, that they
cannot come to the right way, no, thouy, g they turn their
caps. 1570 B. GooGe Pop. Kingd. 1. (18! )ggMu-ednuu
out Rol rwood fellow, & bugs that walke he. I
11. i. 34 That shrew’d and hmmh 8 mt
Cul'd Robin Good-fellow. 1601 S1r W. CorNwALLIS
Seneca (16&1) 84 But warres best use, is the same that nurses
make of Robin-goadfellow, to terrifie.  16a2 BreToN
Strange News Wks. (Grosart) I1: 10/2 In the old time when
Hobgoblin and Robin good Fellow made country wenches
keelmhelr houses cleane ouernight. 1702 FARQUHAR Sir H.
7 1. i, The Engli-h came in like Robin Good-fellow,
cried Boh! and made "em be quiet. [1827 Hoon Mids. Fairies
ix, Robin Goodfeliow, that merry swain.]
transf. 1600 E. Gun.rm in rl?u Parnassus 223 Let us
esteeme Opinion as she is;.
fellow of change.
tb. In genernl sense: A fairy or goblin of this
kxnd
3 NASHE Tmoﬂ of Night Wks. (Grosart) lll 222
obbin good fellowes, é{fu, Fairies,” Hobgoblins of
our laner -did most of their merry prankes in the
Night. 162z BurToN Amat. Mel. 1. ii. 1. i, A
obgoblins, in good

there is of them called with vs He
fellowes, that would in those .upenmwm times, grind

.The Proteus Robin Good-

ROBIN HOOD

Came for a messe of milke. 163§ Heywoop Hierarch. 1x.
74 These . Mnke fearefull noise in Buttries and in Dauiries;
f!t liowes some, some call them Fairies.
ith | punmng allusion to robbing ppl. s.

16“ w, Dl Blﬂ‘l‘MNl Hum. Prud. xii. 59 If not to pnmoe .
d f d Es mfr:nxti“cl‘l.obbmc Fo llmvloflt
e ﬂl our state e -rel
Aobm ellow’s louse, the wood-louse

xuz Hul.orr, Cheeselippe worme, otherwise ulled
Robin-goodfellowe his lowse, tylus.

Robin Hog. ? A constable.

708 Hi ou.an- ::1:: ing
t.h:]nlo lCK!:lN . R )ibhu a‘t:lm

l,umbuh whelpyouwlmotherusook,auhwpumdle
ress. -

Robin Hood (‘robin ‘hud), sb. Formas: 4 Robyn
hood, 4-6 hode; Sc. s Robyne, 6 Robyn, Robene
Hude, 6 Robeyn Hwde; 6 Robin Hoode, -hoode, 6-
RobmHood -hood, 8 -Hood. [Apemmlmme,
whether, real or ﬁctmous i8 uncertain; sece
Child’s Ballads 111. 0-$6, and the prefatory
matter to Ritson's in Hood.)] -

1. The name of a popular English outlaw
tradmomlly famous from at least the fourteenth
century; hence allusively, an outlaw or bandit,
or leader of such persons. Also, more widely,
any person who acts irregularly for the benefit of
the poor. ta tale (or gesf) of Robin Hood, an
extnvlg:nt cto;'yn of Robyn

v.
an- Emlol? :rlfof Chestre. ”z'xﬂ; ‘yvmw?ow Cron. vn x.
sas L lhon lnd Yngilwode
e.
ﬂkoj?ﬂh Vv, mmﬁmvmlu wlthm::;

n, wente into
thcwndumtlmnCmtn,hh:ulthgddebe -hode

and his meyne. 1471 RipLey Comp. Alch. mA:lnn (1652)

¥ Mnnymun. . Of Robyn Hode, of his
Folye (18 YL F-bllm:l'lx ofﬁllob Yhﬂ?drd
I e AN tis
Phhun L
bt e-o n among
fooles. ,,"u mm Apol Poetry (Arb. )‘éml.udy, .the
crymi!w: Ms “9) usuf eyout Robin H ooJ
aresy l 27 undry .Ilm
e M-S ce- 3 Rm‘
slew-om: 16 hm . 181
Hugh Muﬁu Lord of F and the first
Robinhood of great rebellion. 1 ART Anat, Ur. l
ifi, 3614;'procudw tRo:hH‘" nee‘l;n:_?H
s aradox, or a eo in Hood. 1878 ALL
in Eippincort's. M

neol 1 033313 It wu s notorious
1931 ). nu’cmm Blanket of Dar

especiall .but pmd and the
—-nlublykobml‘lnod 1948 G. V. GALmL:ftU B:)E
iv. 70 Strip_cartoons relating the tures of H

Stinton the Robm Hood of prlvute enq\nrytsen uq

Listewer 30 Mar. 421/2 Th Amn-nyle
Robin Hood telli thepoorﬂnt will be fattened with
good food for whi zhznchamlco be forced to

747. 1973 P. B. Austin tr. Sjomall & Wmunm
xxiv. 203 She thought of him as a Robin Hood who stole
from the rich to give to the poor. Oadby & Wigston
(Lewc ) Advertiser 26 Nov. 2/4 The plot involves five main

characters, all budding Robbin Hoods who realise there is
money in fur coats. : M. Puzo Fools Die xi. 119, I still
had alittle bit of the Robin Hood in me.

attrib. md Comb. :653 CHISENHALE C’cth Hist. 384 Ifan
contsmn the suthority of the Romane Church, thet n.{

OBSTLER
l{ Longan . iii. 335 Paxtu pncm:‘d a hnd of Rt;l"b‘l;

161 The bn-hnngen had & number of alhes . for their
Robin Hood attitude to their victiins. xgs Tm« 18 Apr
:&Ahmlmj}mdwnhakobm IM
mortgeges immigrant famil; rn t
29/3 lde.lztheoe \vom‘tl.:e assessed onnRobm 2d
ne who acted the part of Robin Hood
m a mummer’s play or yéarly festival. Hence
Robin Hood’s days, men. Obs.
1473 Paston Lett. 111. 1 have kepyd hym thys iij yer to
leye S:ynt Jorge andsglo me }y‘i,i' off
Notyngham. 1831 Acc. Ld. 1‘& Tna Scot. V. 432 Item,
quarteris gray taffatis of Jeynes to be ane parte of the
Mﬁmm Vl} b biisudn }l.nner X! La;-n‘mwgmstrn
v yr t usye vs,..it is
Robyn hoodes dnye id., lt was ang to geue place to
Robyn hoodes men. 1579 Tomson Calvin's Senn m. 2311
God will not haue us occupied like little chnldren sg:;;geu
ay,

or hobbie-horses, a8 players and Robin hoode:
any Work for a mgﬂunngnd\utheSommu Lord
with his Maie game, or Robin Hood with his Morrice
daunce goin, H‘y the Church. x6:6 waoux Londons
Artillery 87 worthy practise, .. when her Robin Hood
Had wont each mlndhnmmenou

+b. The pf-y or mummery in whxch Robin
Hood was the leading character. O

1578 Gen. Assembly in Child Ba!!ala lll g[: All kynd of
insolent playis, as of M ood, and sick
others, in the mon:lh of ay, phyed e!tl\er be bairnes at the
n:hoolo, or others. 1580 Rez. Council Scot. I11. 277

ﬁm all and sindrie his sjesteis liegis of using of

Robene ¢ and uther vane and uniesum gammis.

3. As a plant-name: ta. (See quot.) Obs

1665 Rea Flora 126 This common Anemone is
Gemlewomen. and of ss ignorant; called Robin HooJ
Senlet and John.

b. dial. = RoBinN' 6.



ROBINIA

zuﬁw. BArNES Poems Rural Life 105 Theos bank wi’
eltrot low'r An Robinhoods drest. 1848~ in south-western
dialect use (see Britten & Holland, and Eng. Dial. Dict.).

4. Used fig. with allusion to hood.

1631Y Beaum. & FL. Philaster v. iv, Let not. . Your Robin-
hoods, Scarlets and Johns, tie your affections In darkness to
your s'hopo. . »

. In various genitive combs., as Robin Hood’s
bargain, pennyworth: see PENNYWORTH 3d;
Robin Hood’s barn, used as the type of an out-
of-the-way place; esp. in phr. (a)round Robin
Hood's barn, by a circuitous route (lit. and fig.);
Robin Hood's feather, hatband (see quots.
1820, 1828); Robin Hood’s mile, one of several
times the recognized length.

1559 W. CUNNINGHAM Cosmogr. Glasse 57 Those are
Robin Hodes miles, as the prouerbe is. W Brit. ?olla
No. §8. 3/1 When. .2 Purchace you reap, That is wondrous
Cheap, Robin-Hood Bargains are call'd. 1820
KNnowLsoN ez‘anle-Doctor 47 Traveller's joy, (or Robin
Hood's feather): it grows among ling, and runs to a great
{ength. 1828 Craven Gloss., Rodin Hood's hat-band, common

Tub. 5 di I a18s4 J. F. KeLLEY
Humors of Falconbridge (1856) 220 The way some folks have
of going round ‘Robin Hood’s barn’ to come at a thing. 1878
N & 6 22 June 486/2 ‘Where have you been today?’ ‘All
round Robin Hood’s barn! I have been all about the
country, first here and then there.’ 1913 E. M. WricnT
Rustic Speech xi. 189 To go round by Robin Hood's barn
(Cmb. w. MidL.) is to go a roundabout way, to go the farthest
way. 1928 S. Lewis Man who knew Coolidge 17 When it
came to talking, why say, he wandered all round Robin
Hood’s barn! 19; . M. RHODES Beyond Desert 201
Wagon-road goes all around Robin Hood’s barn te get to my
place. 1981 H. Wouk Caine Mutiny xxxix. 464, | have gone
all the way around Robin Hood's barn to arrive at the old

latitudes, which [ guess is the process of growing up. t

ime 31 Jan. 1/3 Your article on birth control goes aroun:
Robin Hood’s barn for an answer to the birth control
problem. . i

6. Used attrib. and absol. to designate a type of
high-crowned hat with the brim turned up at
the back and down at the front, trimmed with a
feather.

1894 C. G. HARPER Revoited Woman ii. 43 Rational Dress

6

‘Robin 'redbreast.
REDBREAST. ] .

1. a. The European redbreast or robin
(Erithacus rubecula), usually as a proper name,
but also with a and pl.

¢ 1450 HoLLanDp Howlat 647 Robyn Redbrest nocht ran,
Bot raid as & hensman. a1829 SkELTON P. Sparowe 399
Robyn redbrest, He shall be the preest The requiem masse
o synge. 1880 CROWLEY Epigr. 363 When the short da;
begyn to be colde, robinredbrest will come home to ye. 1612
WEBSTER White Devil v. (Routledge) 35/: The robin-red-
breast and the wren . . with leaves and flowers do cover
friendless bodies of unburied men. 1683 TryoN Way to
Health 448 The Raven as unfit for food,..and the pretty
Robbin-Red-Breast for its Innocency, are very seldom
killed. 1710 STeeLE Tatler No. 134 P2 ‘lennn. by Chance
of your Worship’s great Robin-
Redbreasts and Tom Tits. 1
V. 314 Among slender bi birds, he enumerates the
thrush, .. the red-start, the robin red-breast. 1826 Scorr
Woodit. xxviii, Robin-red-breast, whose chirruping song
was heard among the bushes. 186a Al Year Rownd 13 t.
9 The infliction . . is hard upon the ifinocent traveller,
has been brought up to respect robin redbreasts.

b. dial. (See g“ots. and cf. RoBIN? 6d.)

1878 Folk-Lore . 1. 38 The excrescence often found
upon the briar-rose, and called here in Sussex by the name
of Robin Redbreast’s Cushion. 1886 Cheshire Gloss., Robin
red-breast, the red, mossy gall which grows upon the
branches of the wild rose. o

c. dial. The red campion, Lychnis diurna.

1886 BriTTEN & HoLLAND Plant-Names.

d. U.S. = ROBIN sb.! 3.

1696 S. SEwALL Diary 4 Jan. (1878) . 242 Some say they
saw a Robin-Redbrest to-day. l'z Atlantic Monthly May

17/t Shortly after Robin-Redbreast .. [sfrives] the
&oldm-Winged Woodpecker, 1 Hobbies Oct. 155/1
Robin Redbreast—most familiar of North American birds
—has thrived as man’s close neighbor.

2. slang. A Bow Street runner.  Cf. REDBREAST

[Cf. RoBIN! and

Humanity towards

2.

1841 J. T. HewrerT Parish Clerk I1. 173 The New Police
Bill, by which raw lobsters were introduced in place of
robin-red-breasts. 1888 WINGFIELD Bard. Philpot 111. ii. 45
Vekqded Ply hawkers in the street under the noses of the

. .is only Bloomerism with a difference... A ‘Robin Hood’
hat, even as in the bygone years, crowns this confection.
1939 R. CHANDLER Big Ie;f xi. 7?. Her black hair was glossy
under a brown Robin Hood hat. 1944 A. THIRKELL
Headmistress x. 220 What interested him was her hat; a kind
of Robin Hood hat of green felt with a long quill stuck
jauntily through the crown. 1960 News Chron. 11 Apr. 8/4
Gone are the heavy-looking trilbies... In their Pllce have
come the delta and the Robin Hood. 1966 ‘A. York’
Eliminator iv. 66 Wilde . . dressed in flannel bags and a sports
coat, added an old Robin Hood. 1998 W. HiLpick
Bracknells Law 36, 1 was accosted by a little old woman in
black: black coat, black stockings, black hat—and all a
throwback to the forties, with the hat of the Robin Hood

fype. . . .
..-Eence Robin-Hood ‘' v., to live like Robin
Hood; Robin-'Hoodish a., charac!erist_xc of a
Robin Hood; beneficent to or benefiting the
poor; Robin-Hoodism (see quot.). nonce-words.
1886 KincsLEy Poems, The Invitation, Once a year, like
hoolboys, Robin-hooding go. 1887 Ch. Times 9 Dec.
1013/t If the question were merely a matter of Robin-
Hoodism—the robbing of the rich for the sake of the poor.
1974 Listener 18 July 86/3 The morally respectable, Robin-
oodish bank robbery.

|| Robinia (rau'binis). Bot. [mod.L. (Linnaeus),
f. Robin, name of the royal gardener at Paris,
who introduced these trees to Europe in 1635.]
A genus of North American trees and shrubs of
the bean family, chiefly represented by the
locust-tree.

1789 B. STILLINGFL. Misc. Tracts (1762) 186 From that
distant countrey we have the robinia’s and a honey-suckle.
1786 ABERCROMBIE Arr. in Gard. Assist. 32 Robinia, or false
acacia. 1841 Py Cycl. XX. 45/2 The best known species
of Robinia is the R. pseud ta, the Bastard or False Acacia,
or Locust-tree. Ibid. 46/1 There are two other i

robin'redbreastéd. a. nonce-wd. [f. RoBIN
REDBREAST + ~-ED3.] Clad in a red waistcoat.

1932 JoYCE Ulysses 465 Tom Rochford, robinredbreasted,
in cap and breeches.

‘Robin ‘ruddock. Now dial. 7, 9
reddock(e, ¢ riddick. and
RUDDOCK.] = prec. 1a.

031566 R. Epwarpes Damon & Pithias in Dodsley (1744)
L. 272 Did you ever see two such litle Robin ruddocks? 1620
SHELTON Quix. 11. x, 61 Then sayd Sancho: By Saint Roque,
our Mistres is as light as a Robin-ruddocke. 1639 in Glouc.
Gloss. (1890) 201 Hee drew it as blith as 2 Robin reddocke:
viz*. As a robin redbrest. 1828 JENNINGs Obs. Dial. W. Eng.
128 Wrans an robin-riddicks Tell all the cares 0> God. 1873~
in Eng. Dial. Dict.

Robinsonade (robinso'nerd, |-a:ds). Also
Robinsonnade and with lower-case initial. Pl
Robinsonades, |-aden. fad. G. Robinsonade
(coined by J. G. Schnabel, Die Insel Felsenburg
(x;gx), Preface): see next and -ADE.] A novel
with a subject similar to that of Robinson Crusoe;
a story about shipwreck on a desert island.
1847 Blackw. Mag. Sept. 330/2 These from
civilisation, the adventures of most of whom would furnish
abundant materials for a Robinsonade. 1941 P. B. Gove
Imaginary . Prose Fiction p. ix, The late Hermann
Ullrich, whose knowledge of the influence of Robinson
Crusoe has probably never been equaled, put on the title
e of his bibliography of robinsonades in 1898 ‘Teil I'.
bid, 1. v. 125 Imitations of Robinson have been known
usually as Robs: den or robi: des (only rarely as
robinsoniads), and similar works published before 1719 as
prevobinsonades. x B. W. ALDgrsON tr. B: Hiirlimann's
g’h{ey Centuries Children’s Bks. in E

Also
[See RoBIN!

u urope xvii. 252

viscosa, Clammy Robinis, and R. hispida, Hairy Robinia, or
Rose Acacia. 1882 Gar ts July 41/t The Robinias,
except Pseudacacia, are a neglected class of low trees.

Robinocracy (robr'nokrast). {f. the name Robin
(ROBIN') + -ocRrAcy.] The régime of Sir Robert
Walpole (1676-1745), the predominant figure in
British politics between 1721 and 1742; the
clique led by Walpole; the period of Walpole’s
supremacy.

1727 Craftsman 22 July 71 This week was publish’d
Robin’s Panegyrick on Himself and his Friends at
Westminster; modestly proving that they were all ve:
honest Fellows and deserving Patriots; with a full
Confutation of the charge of Bribery and Corruption
Offered to the ideration of the Freeholders; Citizens,

urgesses and Freemen of Great-Britain.  Populus me
sibtlat, at mihi plaudo. Hor. Printed for S.B. W.W. and
T.W. Printers to the Robinocracy. a190a ActoN Lect.
Mod. Hist. (1906) xvi. 274 After the fall of Walpole it was
observed..that the country felt itself superior to the
government. This was the natural result of the time known
as the Robinocracy; not because he devised liberal measures,
but because he was carcful to be neither wiser nor more
liberal than the public. x 4{. B. OWeN Eighteenth Cent. i.
23 On 19 April 1722 Sunderland died of pleurisy, and the
way was open for Walpole to assert his supremacy. The
Robinocracy had begun. 1977 W. A. Speckx Stability &
Strife x. 222 Bolingbroke could be highly persuasive and his
essays were the most sub ial porary critiques of
the Robinocracy.

es, like history, geography, and travel books,
have always had a bi? attraction for the Swiss, 1?74 Encyel.
Brit. Mitro?:dia VILI. 618/3 Robimsonade, novel written in
imitation of Rob! Crusoe. . dealing with the problem of
the castaway’s survival on a desert island. 1978 D.
Wacconer Hills of Faraway 16 The Robinsonade is, of
course, named for Robinson Crusoe, and is the story of a
castaway —a voyage cut short—in an isolated setting, which
the author can use to describe his ideas of the basic elements
separating man from beast.

Robinson Crusoe (‘robinson ‘kruissu). The
name of the eponymous hero of Daniel Defoe’s
fictional narrative = (1719), who survives
shipwrecl; on a desert island, used allusively.
Also attrib. and (rare) ellipt. as Robinson. Cf.
Crusor!. - So 'Robinson ‘Crusoe v. trans., to
maroon on a desert island; 'Robinson ‘Crusoic a.
1768 London Mag. Oct. 543/1, 1 am of late from a sprightly
fellow become a peevish mal-content; and am s unhappy
among the people of England, as if some misadventure had
obinson-crusoed me, by throwing me into a desert-isle .
where I could have nothing but and wild goats for my
companions. 1849 L. HUNT Bk. for Corner L. 14 There are
Robinson Crusoes in the moral as well as physical wo‘rlgl o

4 GoLpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776)

ROBORANT

Crusoe labor ahead. 1878 TroLLoPe How ‘Mastiffs’ went to
Iceland ii. 6 Though the life of a Robinson Crusoe or a few
Robinson Crusoes may be very picturesque, humanity will
always desire to restore a Robinson Crusoe back to the
community of the world. 1919 G. B. SHAW Marter with
Ireland (1962) 213 His Robi Crusoic ind d -of
his neighbors. - 2930 R. CamparLL Adamastor 30 Of all the
ocean-gods and mages The last surviving Robinson. 1941
L. MacNeice Poetry W. B. Yeats x. 218 Eliot..in After
Strange Gods h::muped Lawrence and Yests.. as writers
who have suffered from the lack of an established religion
and a traditional moral code and who have inveme& for these

1

dm:s Crusoe 3974 K.

Climb to Lost World iv. 53 The army compound..hsd a
Robinson Crusoe atmosphere with the palm and pau 8-0
trees. n;? ‘G. Brack’ Night Run from Yova viii. ne
fisland] where I could Robinson Crusoe the marine accident
victims. R

robinsonite (‘robinsonait). Min. [f. the nat'ne'pf
S. C. Robinson (b. 1911), Canadian geologist +
-1TE'.] A bluish or grey lead antimony sulphide
occurring as slender prismatic crystals and

fibrous or compact masses.
I%L. G. BERRY et al. in Amer. Mineralogist XXXVII.
38 ‘powder pattern obtained by Professor Peacock was
?ound to be identical with one of several unidentified
?amml obtained by Dr. S. C. Robinson at Queen’s
Ini ity during his invéstigation of the synthesis of lead
antimony sulphides.. . The name robinsonite is given to this
new mineral in honor of Dr. Robinson, whose synthesis
made its identification possible. Ibid., Robinsonite occurs as
8 _primary mineral with pyrite, sphalerite, stibnite, and
boulangerite in small pieces in oxidized ore bodies at the
Red Bird mercury mine, Pm).’.'w-‘;{ County, Nevads, 1%71
.has

Canad. Mineralogist X11. 199/1 Thé Pb-Sb-S system.

been examined.. een 300 700°C. Five phases have
been synthesized: Phase 1 (3PbS:5b,S,) stable between 6g
and 605°C; bouls ite (sPbS:25b,S,) stable below 638°C;

Phase II (3PbS:Sb,S;) stable between 603 and 405°C;
robinsonite gﬂ’bs:séb S;) stable between $82° and 318°C;

bS:Sb,S;) stable below 545°C. " I5id. 205/2
Preservation of robinsonite, which appears to break down
below 318°C, a8 a mineral is a perplexing problem; natursal
robinsonit¢ may be stabilized by small amounts of

zinckenite (|

impurities.
robishe, obs. form of RUBBIsH sb.

|| roble (‘roble). [Sp. and Pg. roble, = It. rovere,
Prov. roure, F. rouvre:—L. robor-, robur oak-
tree.] a. The Californian weeping oak (Quercus
lobata). b. A timber tree (Platymiscium
flatystachyum) of the West Indies. ¢. A West-

ndian species of catalpa (C. lomgisiligua or
Wﬁ'm). 4. A Chilean species of beech (Fagus

liqua).

xg: G)nm;ncn Flora W. Ind. Isl. Col. Names, Roble,
Platymiscium platystachyum. 1866 Treas. Bot. 987/t Roble, 2
shipbuilding wood obtained from Catalpa longissima. 1871
KiNGsLey 5: Last vii, That..is..a Carapo, that a Cedar,
that a Roble (oak). x Laoy Brassey The Trades 177

There were . . the roble (Catalpa longissima), a tree very like
an ¢im fetc.). .

roble, obs. form of ROUBLE.
roble, error for romble: see RUMBLE v.

1 'roblet, sb. Obs. rare. In 8 roiblet. [Perh. for
Robinet (cf. dial. remlet for remnant), which
occurs as the name of a goblin in Wright's Latin
Stories 38.] A goblin leading persons astray in
the dark. In comb. X .

1788 J. CLuBse Misc. Tracts (1770) 1. 52 From hence

persti has p d the inhabi that..it is
impossible to find the way out of this field in the dark, but
that every one that is so y as to make the experiment is
R:ibkt—led; by which they mean led by some ghost or
phantom.

Hence t 'roblet v. trans., to lead astray. Obs.

1674 N. FAirFax Bulk & Selo. 65 Ope reason. . why the
understanding has been robletted in"to these wastes and
wildnesses. Ibid. 173 If the man .. will needs be setting up a
Will in the wisp, no wonder if the glare of it sometimes
roblet him into bogs and marlpits.

robomb (‘roubom). temporary. [f. ROB(OT +
BOMB sb.] = robot bomb, flying bomb.

b ¢ day Night (T ) 22 July 17 (heading)
Germany'’s robombs another case of 'too little and too late’.
1948 H. S. Z1m Rockets & Yets xix. 266 Like the V-I robomb
it must be given a high initial speed before the engine begins
to operate.

d

roborant ('roub-, 'roborent), sb. and a. Med.
(ad. L. roborant-, réborans, pres. pple. of
robordre: see next.]

A. sb. An invigorating or strengthening
medicine. .

1661 R. LoveLL Hist. Anim. & Min. 403 The vertigo is
helped by temporal repell di i b un'd
quinces. 1789 CuLLeN Mat. Med. 11. 6 Upon the same
ground [astringents] are fitly h named h
or Roborants. 182a-34 Good's Study Med. (:L 4 V.971n
Chmn.‘ ginseng has for ages been in hi esteem..2s 2

ve and rob x87% H.‘(Q.. Woop Therap.
(llslq)A soh Prunus Virginiana. l} frequently useful in
when a rob i di

—men, cast on desert islands of t and

h panionshi ith worldly ; forced
to arm and clothe themselves out of the ins of
shipwrecked hopes, and to make a home for their solitary
hearts in the nooks and of i S di

i and
1856 E. K. KaNE Aretic Explorations 1. xxvi. 348 A host of
expedients were to be resorted to, and much Robinson

18 .
B. adj. Strengthening; restorative,
. 3836 in SMART. 1888 W. ROBERTS Urin. & Rewnal Dis. u1.

iv. 491 Medicinal agents of rob h should be
exhibited from time to time.




ROBORATE

1'roborate, pa. pple. Obs. [ad. L. rdborat-us,
pa. pple. of roborare: see next.) Confirmed,
ratified, strengthened.
1432-8e tr. Higden (Rolle) VIIL, 245 The kynge made «
Ol

charto roborate uctorite

NDE Livy 1. x. (gT. )g Mony vthlr gndnw
roborate betuix pe two pepill. ;3.2 18a1)
L.ax 'ﬂnpmebemdrobohtm i

s mmcr, buﬂx dw lﬁu
returnit hame. c1850 RoLLAND Crz. Vemus 11. 251
Fortoun was with strenth so roborait. Ibid. 585 th 'ubull
wark it was sa roborat. .

1'roborate, v. Obs. [ad. ppl stem of L.

rabordre to strengthen, f. r6bor-, rébur strength. ]
1. trans. To ratify, confirm (a charter, league,

etc:.

d‘u;);z—sorr, IZ?:I«(Rolh)VIH. 203 Gregol;;x:d robofg

ge 1. It to

-ll Wlth charters and dedes,

eonfyrme. and mgonu L
and seales patent. 1611
454/2 Euen now will ‘I eonﬁrme .your ouer-worne
d Ch them most
with a new oath. 163, 5'“ u.u}lut Cmb ii. §36 This’
. also relsteth to ancl edges of Popes and Princes,
upon her; ' w ch herein are roborated and

confirmed.
2. To strengthen, u;yxgorate, to fortify. - Also

lmu Erasm. Expos. Cmnuandt 118 b, Anone after
as waxyng yonge men, they were roborated and made
stronge vmomhnyk-.. 1655 mexBodyojMau 163

venueofthesmu mgnmc th. 17uol 1 m‘%?ny
pnventmﬁ Liberty of

wonderfully perfected ‘and roborsted. 3710 T Furiez
Plumu Extemp. 85 It mbontn the Parts that are hurt.

UeH, Med. Physick v. v. (1639) 175
Those thw which doe confirme and roborste.
Touumou Rewow’s Dup Pref., Some Snmplu .wq

the rest to rol

3. To make obdurate, to harden. mrc—l g

l GauLe: Magastrom. 317 To what end served those’
Koo of the magic harden

ut to rob or
Phnmhn heart?

Hence ¢ 'rﬁbonﬁng ?&pl a. Obs.”
1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. ou;hpu X1x. 680 Before all
rqhontmg and comforting things sliould be givén to

trobo'ration. Obs....Also 5 roboracion, -6
-acioun, -acyone. {ad. med L. rébordtto, noun of

_ action f. robordre: see prec.] Conﬁm;atmn‘ .

strengthening; sup]:n:bl{thmv1gomtmnl:l g e
-g® . ir. . Higdes (Rolls) IIl. 193 Hit hade

cisunte to the roboracion of a sentence xf hit hade be

mde?: ras seide 30’ 1?7 3 in Sheriffdoms of Lanark &

gitlanid CL.) 194 In urenthmu and roborstion of

thu pre!ent obhgmon xw BELLENDEN mev L. Xii. (S.T 8. )

1. 70 To pe

ardoure afore divisit. xg:;c Exhort. 10 North in l-'urmv

Ballads 1. 306 The machn 168 beyng fe'we inthe

pEED Hist. Gt. Brit. x. iv. §30, .
and

7

Saturday ix. 55, I thought it would be better having a fairly
mtelh nt. gu—\ instead of one of these little office robots.
él H. Lampe God as Spirit ii. 1 The person who
u uued by the Spirit is thought of as a passive object;
temporarily reduced to the status of 2 robot.
c. Chiefly S. Afr. An automatic trafﬁc-sxgml

ROBOTIZE

Horridly.- robory o “smothered by ieweiom Blau,
swinging a ditto balloon at end of wire. _R‘:q . Moone
in Sci. Fiction Dec. 155/2 I,:‘n‘—”preumu of

l 31 Even. Standard 5 Aug. 2/1 (heading) Traffic ‘Rob
3 Clty b Forum (Johannesburg) 4 Feb, 35/!- The
Duly patch, “Eut nu:nnufo f a-proposel to fix
robots in the town’s streets. 1948 MortonN In S«mh
xSAfvr;A wm’dmdeouthAfna butlox;x

iscontinued in Enghnd is robot for traffic lights. 19!
JYohaunesburg Star 16.Dec. 6/7 ohmmbumednven . want
tommnghtorleﬁw le pedestrians, wi robot in their
fnvour, m crossing. 1969 A. & Lewanr. 38
Wheln bang # b‘ruogh Eastern Province Hevald 2 Oct.

X
I:;:nydlh r:n:?red the hz:n from seven
the flashing hesd from a wazning pole.

d. A r?ﬁ)ot bomb. temporary.

1944 Daily Tel. nm /s Mmyoftherobouhunched
aguinst En;hn day night finished up in the sea.
3944 ). LEEs-MILNE Pr Peace (1977) 86 From here
Jamesy saw his first

2. attrib. and Comb as robot army, astronaut,
-brain, clerk, -lanid, -maker, masses, (petvol)
mm, ~pilot, mbllwc, system type, ~worker;

-like (alsopdv.), -men adjs.;
robot bomb = ﬂymgbomba.v FLYING vbl. 5b. 3;
robot plane, (G) = gueen bee s.v. QUEEN sb. 14;
(b) = robot bomb; robot roost, a plgce for the
storage of robot bombs; robot teacher, an
electronic teaching aid; robot train, a robot-
controlied underground train.

toay M Post 20 Aug. hudzu) Robot army

FuGArD Boesman

9
Pned 1061 Iy Tel. 14 t. 1/4 Technicians at Cape
“Flonds, i sent & mdm Mercyry
space capsul recovered it
r&ﬁ. memll ) 20 June 9/1 Mou
lly agreed that the robot

e-carrying a robot satronaut
homb or plane is of lmle military value. 1944 N.Y. Times

25 June 4&/1 (lwadmx) Germans’ robot bomb 1s a potential
mgnace. ILLAR M xiv. 292 A false report that
:wwnﬁctorytherewumm for the robot bombs
that the had begun to lend to London. 1951
KOESTLER Age Lo 1. viil. 140 The ancient
Neand, ern robot-brain. 1984 Bri

* there at Berry’s Corner I was'

robotism was what she meant to convey. -

Psychol. LIX. lob,lwlhwdeﬁmdteﬁkofmbwnnm
hology, to show wha tmuthmnmnlhn.-b«n

m&u.rm;lh\mn]u 9ltmht apmcy
tf} e b

way of life robotry. 1960 Tu-al.n S OSept 3/:

Too much lsw, and too centralized su J\?nr

breeds & society nfauwm-u. robotniks and helan. 191.

TorrLER Shock ix. 180 Deopue sethacks and
difficulties, the mbowen sre moving orw«d

rebetic (rau’ bbﬂk)‘, a. and sb. {f. RoBOT + -1C.}
A. adj. Of or pertaining to robots; charac-

teristic of or resembling a robot..
1943 1. AstMovV in Astounding Sci. Fiction Mty 50 You'd

cut your own nose off before you'd let m]:jﬂ the credit for
solvmf robotic telepathz 1946 Amer. L LIX.
popehological thought, 1947 L. At i "“""'a.?f

cal thought. xgu IMOV in rispin’
Spﬂv:gzms(i) 111 The

retchom of robots is one of the more mtnuu
hes -of is. 1989 Archit. Rév. CXXV.
znlg His hnc is boid, his eolou‘ru but lifcless, and his

Nw ledt Sei.
Fietion Apr 52 Johnston wouldn’t have
find out that more than' half of the city’s p
robotic, no matter how cleverly they were 1973
M. Amis Rachel Papers 49,1 said in'a robotic voice: 'Chmt
P'm serry sbout that 1 had no idea it was your party and 1
wondered whether you m mtﬂy Iet me make it up to
*?l? 1976 L Dnmu'ron Lmtc Spy viit. 84

B :b 1. pl Theartor science of the design,
construction, operation, and application of

robots and the like; the study of robots; laws of
robotics, a set of rules devised to govern the
actions of robots, enunciated in the science

fiction stories of Isaac Asimov (see quot. 1968?).
Atfirsta laen:e-ﬁcnon term but now more generally used

derthaler
Bhk. of Year 637/: Radar-Bram, a devwe used to guide
and Robot-Brain, o
similar a; parlm bullt mw the missile. 1928 Daily Expre::
8 June 7 selling
the ‘Rol 1r.‘lel'k' wﬂl:::h will say ‘Thank you and gnve

Ann. Rq 196, Lonion tnmpon had slso dmlo
bot-emn'ol undergro ro
& Robot 11. vi. 173.The robvﬂand refiected in the mirror
makes us shudder. lmNY Times 7 Mar, 16 An iron
Robotlike woman Rotw-n had made préviowly.” 1928
Daily Express 11 Aug ? e romance of past centuries
and robot-like dram: modern times meet at Sandwich.
1973 T. McHucn Tm of Buffalo xi. 132 Among the most

of ther enmyl,.. Zit "thai haid
Roboncyone 'I‘ouumou Rcm {4 This
, as of sufficient rob 1]

d was the lenec myth of tl robod e buffalo
skull that pursued and red peop! Ibid,
the coyote, the -kull eventu.ﬁy

Lotion is
thewuknmn! e Liver, - f

1 ro'borean, a. ‘Obs.—° [f. L. robare-u: + 'AN]
‘Made of Oak, or such like stron% Timber.’
1656 BLoUNT Ghmogr Hence in some later Dicts,

ro'boreous, g. Obs.~° {f. as prec. + -ous.) ‘Of
the nature of, or ?emmmg to oak.’
1727 BaiLey (vol. ). Hence in some later Dicts.

robot. (‘roubot). . [Czech, f. robota forced
labour; used by Karel apek (1890-1938) in his

play R.U.R. (‘Rossum s Universal Robots")
(1920).]

1.8, One of the mechanical men and women in
Capek’s play; hence, a machine (sometimes
resembling. a human being in appearance)
designed to function in place of a living agent,
esp. one which carries out a variety of
automatically or with 8 minimum of external
impulse.

1923 P. Server tr. Capel's R.U.R. 28 You sec. the
Robots have no interest in life. They have no enjoyment
1933 Times %June 10/5 1If Almlght{ éod had populated thc
world with Robots, legislation of this sort might have been
reasonable. 1 ly News & Westm. Gaz. 20 Apr. 11/4
The latest.. "Press, a wveritable Robot in _the
complicated ‘work it performs night after night without
hitch. 1937 Spectator 23 Apr. 758/t Men who will go to their

m with the unswerving directness of robots. 1943, etc
{see noBOTIC 3b. 1). 1?45 un (Baltimore) g Feb. 6-O/2 A
robot, which never forgets, will do the Job, lgsl we
ANDROID). 1969 I. & P. OP1E Chxldnn 's Games xii. 340 ¢
pretend to be robots gone . reports s headmaster. xgvb
Sci, Amer, Feb. 77 (m:tm) Spoc-weldmgwbou .are used
in assembling the er-bod:el of Chevrolet,. Novas. 1
Daily Tel. 7 Nov. 6/8 The British Robot Auocu$
believes between 6,poo and 7,000 robots were in use world-

e in industry last year. 1980 Times 1 July 19/5 A real
robot is program le; it can be programmed to perform
different, and changing tasks. In 1978 Japan put 1,100
playback or pmgnmmn'ble robots. into it factories.

. person whose work or activities are
entlrely mechanical; an automaton.

1933 Wemu an 22 June 7/5 Mr. G. Bernard Shaw

all of whose activities were

md on them 19:6 C. E. M. Joap Babbitt Warren 82

vc yttmdnn}xnm;n 1929 C. ConNoLLY Let. in
Friendship (1975
youthful boisterous robot. 1943

2§ America is..a t
3] % Pmm'ru;vDay

:‘l‘uchn}hmbwhk Eﬁel;ov = . :
m, ”l' an (1 X1V, &,
That same :vbo:"k‘c Oriental butler served u.‘,:t’éuh xgﬁ

of 4
1941 1. ASIMOV in Amndsag&c. Fiction May 53 There's
trony in three of the grestest experta in rvbom: in the world
falling into the same elemenury trap, isn’t there?
in Jud. Mar. 100/1 Let’s start with the three fundamental
rules of Robotics—the three rules that are built most deeply

into a robot’s poutromc bram 1987 —— Naked Sun ( 1958)
i. 25 The robot sh n It couldn’t, of

course. Its limited and lled by the
Laws of Robotics. 1968 — in Sei. Oct. nG/z
Eventually, I formulated these aaf in the shape of
“The Three Laws of Robotics®. 1. A robot may not injure a
human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to
come to harm. 2. A mm!obeytheordeumvenn
human beings, except where such orders would conflict wi
the First Law. 3. A robot must'protect its own exmence.
ex t where such protéction would conflict with the First
ond Law. 1968 Times 1 Nov. 23/2 Significant
techno!ogncql advances in the field of ‘robotics’—the use of
robots in the field of

. T. SueLey in W. S. Knickerbocker z0th Cent, B . 131 announced today. 1974 G. BuTLER C or Canary viii.

S t-makess . . human nature chmceu. b?lt 100 Pethaps we Zm robots. Robots tm?x?: t{m the last Law

ulowly 1946 ). S. Hvxuw Unesco ii. 43 mm of R To tend 1978 Observer

and class-types of ancient tamis wd Epyp I'I:Z: {Colour S“PP .) 22 Oct. 15/2 ln dulrne W'th the man

Times 9 Nov.- 35/1 ﬂl;ﬂmdnw) Robot petrol stations. Ibid. s rical, phi mo'p icel N’\Lwti. f

The two trends now being combined to pmdm what BP . actual md Jasia €

calls robot if-service and some of our more excessive fears tbout trm artificial

money acceptance. 1930 Aberdeen Press t({ml 31 Mar.7/3  image of ourselves. 1979 Topic (I mneml . London) 22

One of these robot-pilots has been a.big ftwin-  Jan. o/t SUPPN‘ is planned for. “new computer
engined Supermarine anncr flying boat. 1981 A. Y. e.g

BramaLe Air-Plane Flight xv. 247 Automatic control or ﬁ sing. A robot. rare.

‘robot-pilot’ is really a piece of control mechanism rather
than an instrument as generally understood. 1938 Robot
lane (see quaen Pjnmj LEgs-MILNE Prophesying Peace
? 7) 84 Dame Una made stately pmpannonl to dive
er the table at the first sound of & robm plane. 1944 Sun
(Bnlnmore) 20 June 5/3 United States h enx bombers -mu:k
xccmd nngmbotro?tumfmdl’n eCdnh: 1988
1MoV Naked Sun i. 11 Fear of opmnpwut t?md
them from the robot-run farmi; mining areas of their
own lanet. 1988 C. C. Anm?p«m Plurln 1 Ammned
Hlite will be & formidable Pproject.. i: the robot
utellm, it cannot be built in the hbonmry and then
msulled in or on a rocket for delivery to orbit. x¢ Sct.

(heading) Robot Tel,
Scpt 31/5 z;w ) u:uhez.wete o::"nhnw in t.hi

txy One like a portable television set, had
mnebl- knobe and a red button on the front. The pupil
presses the black knobs to

to obtsin the correct solution. 1963 Idid. 9 Apr. 17/4
% ) Robot train tested with passengers. 1989 H.

ARNES Oceanogr. & Marine Biol. 177 It is convement to
mount & Robm—type camera in a water-tight case, usi
fastened to a H G. WeLLS Things to Come 13 Al)l'
the balder h ‘robot workers' and ultra
skyscrapers, etc., etc., lhmld be cleared out of your minds.

ence robo'teer, an expert in the making of
robots; robo'tesque a,, resembling or suggestive
of a robot; ro'botian a., of or belonging to a
robot or robots; tobotism, mechanical
behaviour or character, ro'botnik [-N1K], a
person behaving with mindless obedience to
authority; ‘robotry, the condition or behaviour
of robots; 'robety a., robot-like.

1934 Observer 6 Jan. u/: When we reach the gloomy
depths of *‘commercial English’— .we are dealing with a
mere thing of use, the very pith and genius of Robotry. 1927
Daily Express 30 Aug. 3/4 The Girl in the Lift must on some
occasions drop her cent Robotry, Ibid. 5 Sept. 9/t

There are times when they seem to be purely robotuguc,
driven by imp A of destruction beyond ir

ive his answer and the red button *

3982 C. Simax Time & Again (1956) v. zo The robotlc
clicked and chuckled. It moved m human simply
can’t beat a robotic expert. 1981 10 Mn 4[1 lel he
consider direct grants for th of such

‘So ro'botical a.; ro’boﬁeally ady.; ro'boticist,
an expert in makmg and oferating mbots~
ro‘boticized a., robotized.

- 1940 I. ASIMOV in Super Sci. Stories Sept. 70/2 Johnson is
an expert Roboticist. 1042 —— in Amazing Stories Feb.
227/r Aumn Wilde, Robotical , turned to S:m
Tobe and said, D:d you getanythi i.outof the robot?’ 1
—— in ‘E. nnpm est SF Two (1986) 127
government cruiser was making ready to carry the two
roboticists back to Earth. 19§87 —— Naked Sun iii. 35A
thorou hly roboncxzcd economy. M. ScRIVEN In S.
mensions of Mind xiii. 120 roboticist in his task
of du licating the brain funcuom of higher vertebrates,
1973 Internat. Yrul. Man- . 444 The most
wond be to simple search
serially through each region to find which was the largest.

_For a roboticist m;;z a serial computer, that may well be the

best approsch. I« K. BonricLioLl Something Nasty in
oodxhcdv g; Snm%:nupmambommlumo way. 1979
C. THomas Falcon 24 Asked to rehearse once more .
lmel he knew by heart... Robotically, he began.

robotize (‘roubstaiz), v. [f. ROBOT + -1zE.)
frans. a. = AUTOMATE v. 1. b. fig. To render
mechanical or hfeless, to cause to act as if
lacking will or consciousness. So ‘robotized ppl.

a.; also roboti'zation.

1927 C. M. Gmisve Albyn 46 Dost ’s mistake was to
imagine that Russia alone conld revent robonntlon of
Europe. 1927 lov. 10/2 Lacking a
class of artisans, it is only by Robommg industry thn she
can hope to fight her wa perity. 1928 Ibid. 20 *
Apr. 13/3 Sir William oymon- icks .. protested that he
hsd not seen any sign durmg the lm few mﬁu th-t the
House [of Commons] had b b
15 Jan. 11/2\These robotised people..are only employed




ROBOTOLOGY

and allowed to exist because no one has yet been sufficiently
energetic to invent a machine to replace them. 1930 Ibid. 16
Feb. 17/6 He adds. . that in machine mass production lies
the foundation of the evil, saying: ‘We must not robotise
America.’ 1952 B. WOLFE Limbo xv. 236 Even when I was a
kid the big plants had been og)re sompletely robotized.
1967 L. vON BERTALANFFY Robots, Men & Minds 11. 64 The
robotization of the human individual. 1969 N.Y. Rev. Bks.
2 Jan. 13/4 The masses, through state victory chants, book
burning, .. robotized phal of soldi devour their
enemies. 1978 New Yorker 21 Apr. 24/2 Katharine Ross
plays the young New Yorker who moves to Stepford and
discovers that the wives have been robotized by their
Sei. Amer, Feb. 77/1 During the 1930's and

husbands. 1
1940’8 eum refineries and petrochemical plants were

extensively ‘robotized’ by inserting rather simple analogue
control instruments in the feedback loops that regulated the
pressure, temperature and flow rates in disti_lll,tion columns,

catalytic and other equip d dtop
continuously flowing materials.

robotolo, (reubo'tolady).  [f. RoBOT +
-OLOGY.}. e study of robots; robotics. So
robo'tologist.

1946 Amer. Yral. Psychol. LIX. 190 The second robot is
beginning the progress in his world which, if generalized,
would make him into a lcie‘nti_lt,‘. .or at least a robotologist.

. individual wi

8

robust (rau'bast), a. Also 6-7 robuste. [ad. L.
robust-us, f. robur strength.) .

1. a. Of persons: Strong and hardy in body or
constitution; possessed of rude strength;
strongly and stoutly built; of a full and healthy
habit.

C . Scot. xvit. 146 Th il chesit ane certan of
go:nmuermn“"f)f :ﬁz r:am rlo ust af mt rudent to be there
deffendours. ¥863 T. GALE Enchirid. 43b (Stanf.), Stronge
& robuste ‘ersons. ¢ 3645 HoweLL Lett. 111. xxi, He being
newly awax’d, ..and thinking to defend himself, s robust

ROBUSTIOUS

8273) 203 Can this be said of any other modern? of robust
rneiller 1897 Daily News s Feb. 8/7 Signor Ceppi, 2
robust tenor. . .

4. Applied to a statistical test that yields
approximately correct results despite the falsity
of certain of the assumptions on which it is
based; also, to a calculation, process, or result if
the result is largely independent of certain
aspects of the input.

’{,s? Box & A in ¥rnl. R. S ical Soc. B. XVIIL.
1 To tulfil the needs of the experimenter, statistical criteria

boysterous rogue knockt him down. 1660 R. Coke Yustice should (1) be sensitive to change in the specific factors
Vind. 9 The most furious and robust man is not the best tested, (2) be ins tive to ch of a magnitud llkcly.to
horse-breaker and pacer. 1736 CARTE Ormonde 1. 576 To fall occur in practice, in extrancous factors. A test which
in with them lworg and pike in hand, which would give the fies the first requir  is said to be powerful and we
victory to the robuster men. 1789 W. BucHAN Dom. Med. shall typify s test which satisfies the second by calling it
(1790) 31 Though grown peopie, who are hardy and robust, ‘rabust’. 1966 S. Beer Decision & anfml x. 232 What is
may live in such situati yet they g “y prove fatal to  imspertant is the ion of comr in the set of

Tumboldt xviii. hese are the inductive inferences which may be

their oﬁ'nprin(g. 183F MacGILLIVRAY Trav.
n

pey d fe

this journey she must have d

(183(3‘ 258
hardships from which the most robust man would have
shrunk, x!‘g DAY tr. Simon's Anim. Chem. 1. 364 The
os¢ blood was analysed.. was a robust young

man, a 29 years. 1895 SHAND Gen. Hamley 1. 2
Although his constitution sfterwards hardened .., at that
time he was far from robust.

Comb. 1824 Miss Ferrigr Imherit. ix, "l;he ?or'u;-h

1bid. 192 When the physi p is lete it will
be found that physiology is not ily identical wit
robotology. 1970 A. TorFLER Future Shock (1971) ix. 210 In
a quite ds%erem field of robotology there is p

, 100.
d extremely life-like
P pable of moving their
arms and legs, grimacing, smiling, {etc.]. 1972 Computers &
Hunmu'n'ﬂ%l. 135 Such a theory will .. be part of a general
performance theory, certain aspects of which are..covered
in what one might call ‘general robotology'..such as
questions pertaining to the interaction between robot and
man.

Tech at D“

yland have
4 h 3

robotomorphic (,raubotos'mofik), a. {f. RoBOT
+ -omorphic, after ANTHROPOMORPHIC a.]
Designating or pertaining to a view of man as a
robot or an automaton.

X KoesTLEr in  Koestler Beyond
Reductionism 2 The common target of these ‘holy
discontents’..seems to be what von Bertalanffy called the
robotomorphic view of man. 1970 Times 17 Dec. 15/4 You
say I overestimate the dangers of the Robotomorphic or
Ratomorphic view. 1974 Nature 30 Aug. 765/1 The
‘rob hic’ hanistic view of man implied in

& Smythies

phic
behaviouristic psychology.
robous, -ows, -0ys, obs. forms of RUBBISH.

trob-pot. Obs. {f. ROB v. + POT sb.! 1c.] A
deep drinker, a toper.

1899 PORTER Angry Wom. Abingd. (Percy Soc.) 48 Ile
challenge all the true rob-pots in Europe to m vy to the
chinne in a barrell of beere. 1603 Dexker Wonderfull Yeare
Wks. (Grosart) L. 139 My puffing Host . . blest himselfe, that
a Londoner s:ho had wont to be the most valiant rob-pots)
should now be strooke downe only with two hoopes. 1622
MassiNGER & Dexker Virg. Martyr 11. i, Bacchus, .. grand
Patron of rob-pots. :

robrisshe, obs. form of rRUBRISH, rubric.

Rob Roy (rob 'rd1). [The name (meaning ‘Red
Robert’) of a famous Highland freebooter
(1671-1734).]1 1. Rob Roy canoe, a light canoe
for a single person propelled by alternate strokes
of a double-bladed paddle. Also ellipt.

{Name given by John. Macgregor (1825-1892) to a canoe
in which he made extcmive voy: 3

[x866 J. MACGREGOR (title), A thousand Miles in the Rob
Roy Canoe.] 1876 Encycl. Brit. IV. 812/1 The general type
of this ‘Rob R(z' canoe is built of oak with a cedar deck.
1883 Pall Mall G. 28 Sept. 14/1 For Sale, a Rob Roy Canoe,
., with sail, mast and vane. 1938 J. BET)eMAN Oxf. Uwiv.
Chest v. 97 At the ferry you board a gunt or canoe or rob roy
and paddie down the stream of the Cherwell. 1976 Country
Life 8 Apr. 870 The Rob Roys were essentially all-purpose

canocs. . .

2. A cocktail made of Scotch whisky and
vermouth,

1960 'P. QUENTIN' Green-Eyed Monster i. 5 The two of
them were . . drinking Rob Roys. 1 H. KANE Killer's Kiss
xi. 75 ‘A drink, er.l%h-mben?' ‘Double Rob Roy, not too
sweet.' 1978 M. H. CLARK Where are Children? vi. 44
Jonathan’s favorite drink—a Rob Roy with a twist.

robryk, obs. form of RUBRIC.

lirobur (‘rouba(r)). rare. (L. robur an oak.] A
very hard-wooded variety of oak. Also robur-
oak.

1601 HoLLAND Pli:?z I. 542 The same is the case of the
mast-Holme, the wild Robur also, and the common Oke.
1611 FLORI0, Essalbarndto, a kind of Robur or Oke tree.

1882 ‘OuipA’ Maremma ii, It was again noon when she
passed the last robur-oak and cork trees.

roburite (‘roubarart). [f. L. rébur strength +
-ITE 4.] A flameless explosive of very high
power. Also attrib.

1887 Pall Mall G. 34 Jan. 1/1 The German Army also
possesses a new explosive agent, called Roburite. " 1891
Athenzum 17 Jan. 91/t Roburite. . conaists of chlorinated
dinitrobenzene mixed with sufficient ammonium nitrate to
completely oxidize it. 3897 Allbutt’s Syst. Med. I1. 956 The
result of his [Bedson’s] ly h d the ab: of
deleterious gases in roburite smoke.

1 ro'burnean, a. Obs.—° (f. late L. réburneus.}
‘Of or belonging to Oak’ (Blount, 1656). -

.person than Miss St. Clar.

as We say that the system is robust in
respeet to 8 icular set of outcomes. 1973 Yrnl. Social
Payebel. 111. 204 The tests are robust regarding the
sasumptions of normality and equality of variances, but only
whea umg}e sizes are equal. 1978 Nature 16 Nov. 264/1
The ANOVA quality of varia dition not
satisfied here, however the test is robust to small devistions

in h?muceduumy. 1979 Sci. Amer. Apr. 69/2 This

s considersbly larger and more

absol. 1836 THIRLWALL Greece xx. III

. 137 All other
maladies terminated in this, which app d to prey 1)

i they point out, ‘is robust, in that we have
derived it from the global geochemical distribution of
ursnium, and we have also derived it from the U.S.

q ¥

upon the robust and the infirm. )

b. Similarly of the body or its parts,
constitution or habit, health, etc.

1628 BacoN Ess., Anger #rb.) 566 Tender and Delicate
Persons . . haue so many i to trouble them; Which
more Robust Natures haue little Sense of. 1633 Lirngow
Trav. ii. 46 Dalmatians .. of a robust nature, couragious
desperate. 1719 YOUNG Par. 260 Survey the warlike
horse! didst thou invest With thunder his robust distended
chest? lﬁ Cowper Task 1v. 360 Thy frame, robust snd
hardy, feels indeed The piercing cold, but feels it
unimpair’d. 18?4 LyTTON Pompei 11. i, His form was still so
robust and athletic. 1860 W. CoLLiNg Wom. in White 13
How I en ou your robust nervous system. x
Bristowe Th. & Pract. Med. (1878) 452 The patient may
seem in fair, if not in his ordinary robust, health.

Comb. 1884 Pall Mall G. 7 Apr. g‘/ 1 The most robust-
lunged must find the stifling atmosphere  severe drain on
their vital force.

c. Of plants: Strong and healthy; sturdy.

1786 Burke Subl. & B. 111 xvi, It is not the osk..or any
of the robust trees of the forest. 1769 E. BANCROFT Gui
12 Canes, . . even after this precaution, are usually too robust
and luxuriant to make luxlr with. 1796 C. MARsHALL
Gardem# xviii. (1813) 292 A robust and erect stature is the
beauty of any plant. 1846 J. BaxTer Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed.
4) 1. 141 It grows very robust, with large leaves, fiat and
narrow, with thick veins. 1881 Encycl. Brit. XI1. 249/2 The
Bmm}ton Stock. .is a robust plant, growing 3 feet high.

d. Zool. Of animal structures: Stout, thick-set,

strongly made. Also Anthrop. Opp. gracile.
1828 STARK Elem. Nat. Hist. I. 281 Alectorides. Bill
shorter than the head, or of the same length; strong, robust.
1841 Penny Cycl. XXI. 158/2 The zygomatic arches are
more open and robust in the former. 1964 B. S. Kraus Basis
Human Evol. vii. 224 Thosc [individuals] of Swartkrans and
K draai were iderably taller and more robust,
perhaps attaining the stature and weight of modern Man.
:zz'} Times Educ. Suppl. 21 Oct. 11/2 The first gracile
tralopithicene to be found was the skull that Dart found

g history and from a wide variety of subsets
of the U.S. uranium-mining history'.
Hence ro'bustful a.; ro'bustfulness.
38e3 CourTtisr Solitude 38 juin with mew ardour the
robustful strife. x879 Mexenrra Egoist 111. xi. 241 He knew
his bresthing robustfulness to be s an east wind to weak
nerves.

robusta (raubasto). [fem. of L. robusta ROBUST,
miﬁc(now varietal) ?ith?et (L. Linden Catal.
€

tes économiques )

P Horticole coloniale

.(éooo) 64).]1 An evergreen variety of coffee,
“ 'y ' 8

phora var. , native to Africa
and widely cultivated. elsewhere for its heavy
crops of small beans; also, the beans produced
by a tree of this kind. Also attrib.

1909 Philippine Agric. Rev. 11. 390 A new variety of coffee
known as ‘robusta’..was discovered some years ago
growing wild on the estates in Africs. Ibid., The robusta
coffee ted in east Java yiclds after three . 1922 [see
ARABICAL. 3944 Empire Yrnl. Exper. Agric. me mu-u
coffee . . grows wild in many of the wetter forests of Uganda.
1939 [see ARABICA]. 1961 F. L. WeLLMAN Coffee v. 81 The
most is named i

large, dark variety

tend to have a flattened top. x: Times 7 May 22/s Fears

of a shortage..sent. robusta coffee. prices to new ali-time

d;e )onthg%ondonmuken. Ibid., Shortages will increase
or Afri h 8

t ro'bustic, a. Obs. Also 7-8 -ick. [f. ROBUST +
-1c.] Robust, robustious.
2683 TrvoN Way to Health 10 Such Pegple are.. . fit for all
robustick, dirty, mG Imployments. 1694 SALMON Bate's

! (l7xg) 651£z°d niess you meet with & very hard and
rebustick Habit of y. 1719 D'Urrey Pills (1872) I11. 27
In fine it rules all, though ne’er so robustic
Hence ro'busticness. Obs. )
1676 Ijumnn Happiness of a People 3 By reason of the

at Sterkfontein half a cemmz ago, but more y robust
hominids have also been identified at the South African
sites.

2. a. Coarse, rough, rude. Now rare.

c1g6a A. ScotT Poems (S.T.S.) iv. 11 To hant that gme
robust, And beistly appetyte. x 8 Hooxe Microgr. Pref.
Cijb, i’eeling. . being a sense that judges of the more gross
and robust motions of the Particles of Bodies. 1667 Decay
Chr. Piety 195 To consider our ways, to reflect not only on
those robust gyant-like provocations which have thus bid
de to Heaven. 1 THOMSON Autumn 529 Romp-
loving Miss Is, haul'd about, in gallantry robust. 1748
Foote Knights 11, You are gown too headstrong and robust
for me. ’:‘p HoweLts Wedding Yourn. (1892) 15 He..
presently began a robust flirtation with one of them. He
posseased himself, after a brief struggle, of her parasol.

b. Pertaining to, or requiring, bodily strength
or hardiness; vigorous.

2683 TrYoN Way to Health 271 Men ought not to put
Women to such robust Imployments and hard Labours as
many do, except pure Necuu'thcompeh,them toit. ax
AuBREY Lives (1898) 1. 107 He was an carly riser an
studyed well, but also took his robust pleasures of fishing,
fowling, &c. ¥ MorTiMER Husb. (1721) I1. 31 They
{chestnuts] afford a good robust Diet, and are very
nourishing. 180x STRUTT Sports & Past. Introd. p. ii, Most
of them consisted of robust exercises. 1871 LoweLL My
Study Windows, Good Word for Winter, Cowper . . preferred
his . . garden-walk to those robuster joys.

3. a. fig. Strong, vigorous, healthy.

1788 New Lond. Mag. 238 To prevent the robust title of
occupancy from in taking place, the doctrine of escheats
is adopted. 1836 Penny Cyc%. V. 264 They exhibit a robust
sense, a mind stored with classical eruditi 7

of their body.

robu'sticity. Chiefly Anthrop. and Zool. [f. as
ROBUSTIC + -1TY.] Robustness.

1777 R. DonkiN Milit. Coll. 201 Robusticity is no valour,
ner is debility always pusillanimity. 1874 JuLIA WARD Home
in Sex & Educ. 22 The stout sisters w! full outlines attest
their own robusticity. 1946 F. E. ZEuner Dating Past ix. 299

show nothing e robusticity and b of
bodily growth of Cr6-Magnon Man, whose contemporaries
they were. 1959 C s’s Emcycl. 1. 460/2 Other features
than size, e.g. shape and rol icity, are exp: in
an try by indices. 1971 Nature 5 Feb. 407/1 In
overall size and robusticity the fossil closely resembles the
pygmy chimpanzee.
ro'bustihood. nonce-wd. [f. RoBusT, after
hardihood, etc.] Robustness.

1834 MEeDwWIN Angler in Wales 11. so He was a

Highlander, and his limbs shewed the robustihood of the
mountaineer,

ro'bustious, a. [f. RoBUST + -10US.]

In common use during the 17th century. In the 18th it
becomes rare, and is described ly Johnson (1755) as ‘now
only used in low language, and in a sense of contempt’.
During the 19th it has been considerably revived, esp. by
archaizing writers.

1. Of persons: Robust; stout and strong or
healthy-looking.

a 1848 Havw Chron., Rich. 111, 56 b, Let us. . marche furth
like stronge & robustious champions. 1618 DANIEL Hymen's
z‘n'nmph IL. i, Not degenerate From my robustious manly

1

Even. Times 24 Aug. 2/5 English is a robust language.

Comb. 1 Westm. Gaz. 11 July 3/2 Probably, as a
robust-minded man, he may have agreed with Kinglake.

b. Philol. (See quots.)

1776 J. RICHARDSON Arab. Gram. 8 The three letters ¢ 5
| are called weak... All the others are stiled robust. 1
Proc. Philol. Soc. . 138 It [Berber] has a distinction of
letters . . into robust and weak. The weak letters of course
are W, Y, ond A, :

c. Vigorous in mind, voice, etc.

1852 H. RoGers Ess. (1874) L vii. 333 The beneficial
influence he has exerted as a most robust thinker and a most
admirable writer. 1870 LoweLL Among my Bks. Ser. 1.

1654 H. L’EstraANGE Chas. I (1655) 72 This
Gunner was a robustious Vulcan. 1727 SWIFT On o
Woman's Mind, She gets a Cold as sure as Death; .. Admires
how modest Women can Be so robustious like 2 Man. 1822
IrvING Bracebr. Hall viii. (184?) 9 The number of

busti fe and i of all kinds bustling about.
1863 A. SMITH Dr horp 24 The ious fellow who
sits at the head of the table. 1878 DOWDEN Shaks. 21
Carriers and drawers, and merchants, and pilgrims, an
loud robustious women. . L

b. So of the body or its parts, constitution,
appearance, etc.

!ﬁ“ R. Parsons Leycester's Commonw. (1641) g4 Her
highnesse .. well stricken in yeeres, and of no great good

r




ROBUSTIOUSLY

health or robustious and strong complexion. 1599 NASHE
Lenten Stuffe Wks. (Grosart) V. 256 [t will . . harden his soft
bleding vaines as stiffe and robustious, as branches of
Corrall. 1620 VENNER Via Recta vii. 128 The dry Walnuts
are onely good for robustious bodies. 1671 MILTON Samson
560 These redundant locks Robustious to no purpose
clustring down. 1771 in Hone Every-day Bk. 11. 207 It1s by
far too dainty for their robustious constitution. 1817 Byron
Let. to Murray ¢ May, I am. .congntulated ..on m
robustious appearance. 1820 L. HUNT Indicator (1822) I1.
88 Ladies who are shocked at that robustious indication of
good health, a moist palm. 3

c. Of things: Big and strong; massive.

a 1848 HarL Chron., Hen. VI, 85b, When the duke of
Yorke had fastened his chaine betwene these twoo strong
and robustious pillers [i.c. the Earls of Warwick and
Salisbury]. 1612-8 DaniiL Life & Reign William 1. Wks.
(Grosart) IV. 135 Roul, or Rou, a great Commander
amongst them, furnished a robustious power,..and first
lnndegsin England. 1679 G. R. tr. Boaistuau’s Theat. World

9 His Cloli .. was likewise so very heavy and rot

9

not necessarily shared by other statistical tests. nﬁj J.
BueTTNER-JANUSCH Physical Anthropol. viii. 240 [Modern
man] may walk bipedaﬁy. Among the specializations that
permit this are the shape of the arch and the position and
robustness of the big toe. 1974 ApBY & DEMPSTER Introd.
Optimization Methods iv. 78 A concept both more vague and
much more difficult to ensure is termed robustness. A
robust algorithm is one which in practice usually yields the
global minimum or a good local minimum of any function of
even a large number of variables from a poor initial
approximation.
tro'bustous, a. Obs. [f. ROBUST + -0uUs.]
Robust, robustious.

1597 GERARDE Herbal 11. ixxviii. 315 Vnto robustous or
strong bodies twelue sponfuls may be giuen. 1658 HaRTLiB
Ref. Silk-worm 23 She is not a nice curious kinde of Silk-
worme; but stout and robustous, that will require littie care
or attendance. Y681 RycAuT tr. Gracian’s Critick 185 The
Bonds. ., tl;gugh but feeble, were yet the Chains of the most

I

b IRvING Knickerb. (1861) 32 When erect he had not a

little the appearance of a robustious beer barrel. .
transf. 1684 Jer. TAYLOR Real -Pres. go Against this

Bellarmine brings..a most robustious argument, x H.

More Myst. Intg. 437 Assertours and Abettours of Truth,

then which nothing is more robustious and stmni.

2. Violent, boisterous, noisy, strongly self-
assertive: a. Of persons, their disposition, etc.

asseB Harr, Chron., Hen. VII, §7 Men throughe
aboundaunce of ryches waxe more insolent, hedstronge and
robustius. 1602 SHAKs. Ham. 111. ii. 10 O it offends mee to
the Soule, to see a robustious Pery-wig—g;tcd Fellow, teare
a Passion to tatters. 1681 H. More Exp. Dan. v. 155 Men of
a more fierce, strong, robustious temper . . are more inept to
see any such Spectra. 1732-8 SwiFr Polite Conv. 109 You
are 30 robustious, you are like to put out miy Eye. 1839
DisraeLt Corr. w, Sister (1886) 146 They had a roaring,
robustious, romping party. 1881 World 28 Dec., He is a
strong ‘robustious’ Fccmrer. 1881 A. LaNG Library 47 The
man who is defective as to the love of books . . we may call. .
the Robustious Philistine.

b. Of actions, movements, etc.

xsog Suaxs, Hen. V, 111. vii. 159 The men doe sympathize
with the Mastiffes, in robusti and rough ingon. 1612
DRAYTON Poly-olb. 1. 250 This robustious play By which the
toiles of warre most livelie are exrrest. 1649 M1LTON Etkon.
37 In Scotland they had handi'd the Bishops in a more
robustious manner. 170x WoLLEY Jrnl. N.Y. (1860) 46
They [the Indians]. . love extremes either to sit still or to be
in robusti i 1839 Blackw. Mag. XLVI. 39 The
laughter becomes louder and more robustious. 1897
§rn|mc.e L:fe V:’akley xxx. 276 The érude and robustious

ofad

¢. Of storms or climate; Violent, severe.

1613 DRAYTON Poly-olb. x. 77 Meeting from the South
Great Neptunes surlier tides, with their robustious shockes.
1632 QuARLES Div. Fancies Wks. (Grosart) I1. 213/2 If a
robustious Storme should rise . . thy Harbour’s safe enough.
1643 News fr. Hell, Rome, etc. in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) 1V, 399
A robustious storm of wind out of the North, .

1889 STEVENSON Edinb. 144 Slunk from the robustious
winter to an inn fire-side. :

ro'bustiously, adv. Now arch. [f. ROBUSTIOUS
+ -LY%] In a rough or boisterous manner; with
noisy self-assertion.

1607 MIDDLETON Pheenix 1. iv, There's a kind of captain
very robustiously inquires for you. 1624 Heywoop Gunaik.
1. 115 Tall and spreading trees amongst whose leaves the
wind onely whispers, but never robustiously blowes. 1655
Br. RichaRDsoN Obs. O. T, 287 Speaketh wickedly, roughly,
and roboustiously.

189? STEVENSON Catriona 322, 'l believe | have been quite
plain from the beginning!" cries he robustiously.

ro'bustiousness. Now rare. [f. RoBUSTIOUS +

-NEess.] Robustness; boisterousness.
1600 ABBOT Jonak 388 For which..we are fit, by thef
busti of

stayedness of our C and rob
nature. 1680 GENTILIS Consid. 10 The Philosopher from the
busti of the lexion, argues a weak of

the intellect,

1882 St. James's Gaz. 11 Oct. 6 There was a certain
‘robustiousness’ about the morals put together by the firm.
1894 HaLL CaiNE Manxman 401 He threw Auntie Nan into
tremors of nervousness by his noise and robustiousness.

ro'bustly, adv. {f. RoBUST + -L¥2.] In a robust
manner; strongly.

5708 Motteux Rabelais (1737) V. 230 Your Phrase,
robustly propt. 1709 Mrs. MaNLEY Secr. Mem. (1736) I1.
46 1 ible, Hoydening, inly Brisk, robustly Gay.
1836 Random Recoll. Ho. of Lords ix. 190 He is of the
ordinary height, rather stoutly, though not robustiy made.
1878 BAVYNE Purit. Rev. xi. 458 Constituting a robustly
Protestant and Liberal Church.

ro'bustness. [f. ROBusT + -NEss.] Robust
character or quality,

1899 SANDYS Europa Spec. (1632) 187 That robustnesse
of y, and puissance of person, which is the onely fruict
of strength that those colder climes doe yeild. 1632
Liticow Trav. vi. 253 They were in great danger of
perishing, although the robustnesse of my body carried mee
through on my feete. 1672 Bovie Wks. (1772) 111 620
Rather from the robustness of the bladder, . . than from the
non-gravitation of water. 1766 BURke Subl. & B. Wks. 1. 56
An air of robustness and strength is very prejudicial to
beauty. 1768-74 Tucker Li. Nat. (1834) 1. 236 It shows
more robustness to carry a weight for miles, than to pull out
a wedge at a jerk. 1817 RickMmAN Gothic Arch. (1862) 8
Strength and robustness are retained in the Doric. 1838
James Robber i, His arms were not such as would have called
attention from their robustness. 1870 HOOKER Student’s
Flora 391 Very variable in habit, size, robustness. 1983 G.
E, P. Box in Biometrika XL. 318 This remarkable property
of ‘robustness’ to non-normality which these tests for
comrring means possess, and without which they would be
much less appropriate to the needs of the experimenter, is

tro'bustuous, a. Obs. [f. RroBusT,
tempestuous.] = ROBUSTIOUS.

1637 Heywoop Pleas. Dial. Wks. 1874 VI. 258 Nymphs,
not generated .. from violent and robustuous seas. 1648 J.
BEAUMONT Psyche xiv. xlv, No constraint Can..breed
Robustuous Firmness in a broken Reed.

Hence t+ ro'bustuousness. Obs.—!

1679 DRYDEN Pref. Troil. & Cr. Ess. (ed. Ker) I. 221 If he
want the skill which is necessary to a wrestler, he shall make
but small advantage of his natural robustuousness.

after

+robwort, ? variant of RIBWORT.
c1478 Pict. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 786 Hec lancea, a
robworte.

robyl, obs. f. RUBBLE. '
Robyn, obs. f. RoBIN.
robys, obs. f. RUBBISH.

roc (rok). Forms: a. 6 roche, 7 roque, 8 rock, o
roc (rokh). B. 6-7 ruc, ruch, ruck(e, 9 rukh(kh.
[ad. Arab. rokh, rukh(kh: hence also F. rock, It.
troche, Sp. trocho, Pg. roco; Sp., It., Pg. ruc
(ruch). The older source for the word is the
account of Madagascar in Marco Polo 111. clxxxv
(‘et'appellent les genz de ces isles ruc’); in mod.
use it is partly from the Arabian Nights.] A

‘mythical bird of Eastern legend, imagined as

being of enormous size and strength.

a 1879 TwWYNE Phis. agst. Fortune i. Ep. Ded. 159 About
the Indian sea there is a certeine birde of an incredible
bignesse, whom our countriemen call a Roche, which is able
and accustomed to take vp, not onelie a man, but also an
whole shippe in her beake. 1631 Masse tr. Celestina Prol.
(1894) 15 Of a bird called Roque, which is bred in the East
Indian Sea, it is said to be of an incredible greatness. 1774
Goupsm. Nat. Hist. (1824) I1. 251 It is supposed that the
great bird called the Rock, descn'ged by Arabian writers, ..
is but a species of the condor, 1802 Arab. Nis. (1815) I. 242
The roc comes and seizes them both in its claws. 1839-§a
BaiLey Festus (1864) 418 Mild rokh, simorgh, wise sun-
spirit. 1888 THACKERAY Newcomes xlvii, 1 m:ggt wish for the
roc’s egg. 1865 KiNGsLEY Herew. i, But beyond, things
unspeakable —dragons, giants, rocs.

B. 1598 Bp. HaLL Sat. 1v. vi. 68 Of the bird Ruc that
beares an elephant. 1621 BURTON Anat. Mel, 11. ii. 11. i, As
1 goe by Madagascar [ would see that great bird Rucke that
can carry a man and horse, or an Elephant. 21635 CorseT
Poems (1807) 99 O that I ere might have the hap To get the
bird which in the map Is called the Indian Ruck! 1691 T.
Hevrick Misc. Poems 7 The Ruck, in Madagascar bred, ..
Whom greatest Beasts and armed Horsemen dread.

1841 LANE Arab. Nts. (1859) . iii. 188 Wherupon a bird
called the rukh’ will come to thee, and .. fly away with thee.
1924 Nature 19 Apr. 564/2 Purely fabulous species, such as
the pheenix and the rukh, are fikewise dealt with. 1974
Encycl. Brit. Micropadia VIII. 619/2 The Kublai Khan
inquired..about the rukh and was brought what was
claimed to be a rukh’s feather, which may really have been
a frond of the Raphia palm.

roc, obs. form of ROCK, ROOK.

iirocaille (rokaj). Also rocail and with capital
initial. [a. F. rocaille rock-work, rococo.] An
artistic or architectural style of decoration
characterized by ornate rock- and shell-work; a
rococo style. Also attrib. or as adj.

1856 M. DiGBY WYATT in O. Jones Grammar of Ornament
L. xix. 109 The twisted and foliated scrolls and shells . . grew
into the ‘rocaille’ and grotto-work of [baroque]..;
degenerating at last into..‘Chinoiserie’. 190§ Scribner's
Mag. July 47 Rocaille differs from our rockwork in that it
does not attempt to imitate the natural formation of rocks,

but rather seeks to create architectural forms by
combinations of pebbles and shells, such as
ionalized figures of gods, and dolphi 1936

Burlington Mag. Oct. 187/1 Louis XVI, who did not care for
the ‘rocaille’ style like his grandfather. 1944 J. LErs-Miune
Prophesying Peace (1977) 69 A cliff-like structure hung with
reliefs, and encrusted with shells, sea urchins and rocaille
ornaments. 1988 Listener 2 Oct. 530/1 The staggering
rocaille on Bena Lulua figures. 1 Times 14 Jan. 14/s
Sauceboats of 1737 having shell shaped bowls or rocaille
bases. 1978 J. Gores Hammett (1976) xi. 82 The ornate
rocaille pier glass. 1979 E. H. GoMBRICH Sense of Order vii.
189 To what extent can Riegl's method be used for the
explanation and snalysis of the Rocaille? Are these ?]ayful
shells. . just another metamorphosis of the acanthus?

rocambole (‘rokombsul). Forms: 7 roccombo,
rockamboy (?); 8 rockenbole, rockanbowl;
rocambol, rockam-, rocombole; 8-9 rocambole.

ROCHE

[a. F. rocambole, of obscure origin: hence also G.
dial. rackenboll(e, -polle, which has by some been
regarded as the source of the F. word.]

1. A species of leek (Allium Scorodoprasum)
indigenous to Northern Europe, used as a
seasoning for dishes; Spanish garlic, sand-leek.

1698 M. LisTER Journ. Paris (1699) 1so Also Lecks,
Rockamboy, and Shallots are here in great use. 1699
EveLYN Acetaria 28 A light touch on the dish, much better
supply’d by the gentler Roccombo. 1709 W. KiNG Cookery
336 V{'here rocombole, shallot, and the rank garlic grow.
1786 ABERCROMBIE Arr. in Gard. Assist. p. ix, Some [are
raised] by small bulbs at top of the stalks, as rocambole and
tree onion. ¢ 1820 Edin. Encycl. XI. 264 The Rocambole ..
isap ial plant, indig to Sweden and Denmark.
1855 DeLamer Kitch. Gard. (1861) 48 Rocambole produces
bulbs on the top of its stem, and in the axille of its leaves.
1882 Garden 11 Nav. 425/2 Rocambole. . it a mild form of

Garlic:
attrib. 1 EvELYN A:etan'w;); P. 4, Adding to the
Spice some Roccombo-Seeds. 1766 ANSTEY Bath Guide (ed.

3) 91 ‘Puffs his vile Rocambol Breath in her Face. 1793
WooDnvILLE Med. Bol.. II1. 459 Rocambole Garlick.

b. fig. That which gives flavour or piquancy.

1702 VANBRUGH False Friend 1. i, Difficulties are the
Rocombolle of Love; I never valu’d an easy conguest in my
life. .

2. A plant of this, or the edible portion of one.
(See also quot. 1716.}

17\7 MorTiMER Husb. (1721) I1. 163 Rocamboles are a
sort of wild Garlick, otherwise called Spanish Garlick. 1716
M. Davies Athen. Brit. 11. 349 Which &‘eads of leeks] some
call Rockenboles, tho’ others say that the Cluster of the
Cloves of Garlick is the proper Rockanbowl. 1863 Life
Normandy 11. 60 A very small quantity of herbs— .. chives
and rocambales—were put into a flat plan.

il r’ocamboles?ue (rokembo'lesk), a. [a. F.
rocambolesque fantastic, f. Rocambole the name
of a character in the novels of Ponson du Terrail
(1829-71), French author, the subject of
improbable and fantastic adventures + -ESQUE.]
Of or resembling Rocambole (see etym.);
incredible, fantastic.

1949 KOESTLER Promise & Fulfilment 1. viii. g1 It was the
first anti-British terror act of the Irgun and it displayed
already all the features of rocambolesque etiquette. 1960 B.
MarsHALL Divided Lady 1. xxi. 75 How amused the General
would have been by this rocambolesque religiosity. 1976
New Saa’zﬂy 13 May 370/3 An exemplary surrealistic life. .
which i ded a bol. isode..in which he
kidnapped his Bulgarian husband .

from her

rocate, obs. Sc. form of ROCKET.

roccellate (rok'selert). Chem. .[f. as next +
-ATE.] A salt formed by the action of roccellic
acid upon a base.

1838 T. THoMsON Chem. Org. Bodies 128 Ds. Heeren,
from the analysis of several roccellates, has determined the
atomic weight of the acid to be 18:82. 1848 Pewny Cyel.
Sugpl, 1. 350/1 The alkali 11 dissolve in water,
and yield solutions which froth like soap.

roccellic (rok'selik), a. Chem. (See quots.)

1838 T. THOMSON Chem. Org. Bodies 128 Of roccellic
acid. This acid was discovered by Dr. Heeren in the Rocella
tinctoria. 1868 WATTs Dict. Chem. s.v., Roccellic acid forms
delicate, white, rectangular .. piates, having a silvery lustre.
Ibid., Roccellic anhydride . .is a colourless or faintly yellow
neutral oil, having a fatty odour.

roc'cellin. Chem. Also -ine. [f. as prec. + -IN!,
-INEL.] A coal-tar colour used in dyeing, derived
from the orchil lichen.

1852 GREGORY Org. Chem. (ed. 3) 307 Rocelline..is
neutral, yields no red colour with bleaching liquor.

roc'cellinin. Chem. Also -ine. [Cf. prec.] ‘A
crystalline substance obtained from Roccella
tinctoria’ (Watts).

1848 Chem. Gaz. V1. 126 Roccellinine.—Obtained by
drying the gelatinous mass which is precipitated from the
lime solution by muriatic acid, and boiling in strong spirit.
1863 Fownes® Chem. (ed. 9) 666 Hair-like crystals of a silvery
lustre, of a substance called roccellinin.

roccelo, obs. variant of ROQUELAURE.
roccombo, obs. var. ROCAMBOLE.
1 rocester earth. Obs.—¢ (See quot.)

1483 Cath. Angl. 310 Rocester erthe, campanum, nitrum.
roch, obs. f. RATCH sb.!
roch, obs. f. ROACH sb.! and sb.2
rochate, obs. f. ROCHET!.

roche (raut]), sb.! Now dial. Forms: 3~ roche (4
rooche), 4-7 roch, 5-6, g dial. rotch(e, 7 roach.
[a. OF. roche, rocche (mod.F. roche), var. of
rocque, roke ROCK sb.! Hence also MDu. roche,
rotche, rotse (Du. and Fris. rots).]

1. A rock or cliff; a rocky height.

c1280 Gen. & Ex. 256 Til ihesus was. . biried in 8¢ roche
cold. 1290 St. Agatha 124 in S. Eng. Leg. 1. 197 Strong
fuyr..barnde pe hard roche of ston ase pei it Col were.
a1300 Cursor M. 6390 Moyses on pe roche kan stand, &
smat it wit pis forsaid wand. c1; Sir Ferumb. 1108 By
hilles & roches swype horrible on hur cors pay wente. ¢ 1400
Maunpev. (Roxb.) ii. 6 Vnder pe roche of mount Caluarie.
1470-85 MALORY Arthur 1. xxv. 73 Within that lake is a
roche. 181§ Scottish Field 634 in Chetham Misc. (1856), All



ROCHE

rang with that rowte, roches and other. 1889 Golden Miry.
(Chetham Soc.) 12, I durst not well approch, .. But closly
‘kept me vnderneath a roch. 1631 BraTHwairT Whimazies,
Jealous Neighbour 115 His earth-reverting body . .is to be
buried in some cell, roach, or vault. [c 1700 KENNETT in MS.
Lansd. 1033 fol. 326 Several of the mountains in Staffordsh.
are called iloches. bearing no grass, but running in bare
ridges like stone walls.]

ﬁg;. a1300 Cursor M. 997?‘})“ roche pat es polist sa slight,
es maiden maria hert ful right. 1340 Ayenb. 142 be ilke roche
is lesu crist him-zelf.

attrib. 1849 Compl. Scotl. vi. 38 The depe hou cauernis of
cleuchis & rotche craggis ansuert vitht ane hie not. 1601
HoLLanp Pliny 1. 331 g[‘he wild Goats called Roch-goats,
haue their hornes turning backeward.

1b. A huge mass of stone; a boulder. Obs.

1297 R. GLouc. (Rolls) 4165 Anon rist he hom ssende
Mid gleyue oper mid roches, & vewe aliue he let. c1330 R.
BRUNNE Chron. Wace (Rolis) 12171 Grete roches at pem he
cast, & per schipes to-rof & brast. aregs MONTGOMERIE
Cherrie & Slae 82, I saw an river rin.. With tumbling and
rumbling, Amang the rochis round. | .

2. In north and north-midland dial. use,
applied to various kinds of rock, stone, or
geological strata. Also attrib. Cf. ROACH sb.? 4.

1803 PLYMLEY Agric. Shropsh. 53 Rotch, dark-grey hard
rock. 1820 WiLBRAHAM Gloss. Cheshire, Roche, refuse stone.
1831 J. HopgsoN in Raine Mem. (18s8) II. 217
Perpendicular fissures too are formed in the roche. /bid. 218
The roche pebbles are glazed. ISQ;OHAREHORNE Salop.
Antig. Gloss., Roche, 1. The strata above a marshy deposit;
2. Earth mingled with stone; 3. Any strata which is
superincumbent to the one about to be worked. 1883
GRESLEY Gloss. Coal-mining, Rotche or Roche (South Staff.),
a softish and moderately friable sandstone.

+3. ? Alum or borax. (So F. roche.) Obs.

1494 in Cov. Corpus Christi Plays 88 It. paid for a strawen
hate, ob; a leffe of roche clere, jd. 1810 in Willis and Clark
Cambridge (1886) 11. 199 Item to Paule Smyth for certen
coloures as .. mastyke vernysch yelowe moty orpment roch
vermylyon vergres.

roche, sb.%: see ROCHE MOUTONNEE.
" troche. sb.3 Obs.~' A kind of wine.

Perhaps for Rochel ROCHELLE, but Roche is & common
place-name in France, aiid sugar de Roche is freq. mentioned
in the Durham Account Rolls along with that from Morocco
and Cyprus. .

31400 Sir Degrevant 1414 (Linc. MS)), Ever scho drewe
thame the wyne, Bathe the Roche and the Ryne.

Roche (rauf), sb. 4 Astron. The name of Edouard
Albert Roche (1820-83), French mathematician,
used attrib. and in the possessive to denote
concepts arising out of Lis work, as Roche('s)
limit, (@) the closest distance to which a self-
gravitating body (strictly a fluid body: see quot.
1900) can approach a more massive body
without being pulled apart by the gravitational
field of the latter body; (b) the smallest
continuous equipotential surface (having the
form of two lobes meeting at a point) which can
exist around both members of a system of two
gravitating bodies, spec. a binary star system;
Roche lobe, either of the two volumes of space
(meeting at a point) that are bounded by
Roche’s limit (b) in a binary system; Roche zone,
the) region of space within Roche’s limit (sense
a)).

1889 G. H. Darwin in Harper's Maﬁ. June 73/1 The
distance of .. 244 of a planet’s radius I call Roche’s limit for
that planet. x900 Astrophysical Frnl. XI. 122 In the
derivation of Roche’s limit the assumption was made that
the satellite was a perfectly homogeneous incompressible
fluid, and that its rotation and revolution were performed in
the same period. 1930 R. H. BAKER Astron. v. 212 All parts
of Saturn’s rings lie within Roche’s limit. 1989 Z. KoraL
Close Binary Syst. iii. 133 Such configurations represent the
largest closed equip 1als capable of ining the whole
mass of the respective components, and will hereafter be
referred to as their Roche limits, 1969 Times 10 July 12/8 §f
the moon had ever come within a critical distance of earth,
known as the Roche limit, the tidal forces raised by the earth
would have disrupted it. 1972 W. STROMMEIER Variable
Stars vii. 182 Expansion of the p in close binaries
towards their Roche limits, in a time scale of 10¢ years, can
also give rise to an exchange between the rotational and
orbital momenta. 1974 Sci. Amer. Feb. §3/1 Only a body
with more than gravitational cohesion can with d t
tidal effects within Roche's limit. [1960 Astrophysical Jral.
CXXXII. 149 (ta‘ptiou) ‘The radii of the Roche-limit lobes
for a mass ratio of unity.] 1969 Ibid. CLVIII. 571 Morton
concluded that on such a time scale the contact component
would be stable, shrinking within the Roche lobe after initial
mass loss. 1978 Sci. Amer. Mar. 30/3 In the evolution of a
typical binary, as soon as one of the components expands to
a volume larger than that of its Roche lobe the matter
outside the lobe will begin to flow toward the companjon
star. 1971 1. G. Gass et al. Understanding Earth vii. 112{2
What would happen if the Moon were 1o enter the Roche
zone? 1978 New Scientist 23 Nov. 607/2 One or more former
moons of Uranus spiralled into the planet’s Roche zone
where they broke up because of tidal forces, producing the
parent fragments of the rings.

roche (rautf), v.! Also 7, g roach. [f. ROCHE sb.!
Cf. ROCHE ALUM.]

+1. trans. To make hard like a rock. Obs.~!

1582 STANYHURST ZEnéis, etc. (Arb.) 136 Thee winters
coldnesse thee riuer hardlye roching.

2. ta. intr. To form crystals. Obs.

1631 [see ROCHING vbl, sb.]. 1673 Rav Trav. (1738) 403
When burnt it is turned into a white calx, which naturslly
roches into paretlelipipedums of the figure of a lozenge.

I0

b. trans. To recrystallize (alum) in lead-lined
casks after previous dissolution by water or
steam.

3678 Phil. Trans. X1I. 1056 After which it [alum]} is
Roached, as followeth. Being washed, it is put into another
Pan with a quantity of Water, where it melts and boils a
little. Then is it scooped into a great Cask, where it
commonly stands ten days, and is then fit to take down for
the Market. 1883 URe Dict. Arts I. 58 The rough alum thus
made is sometimes purified by a subsequent
recrystallization, after which it is ‘roched’ for the market,
—a process intended merely to give it the ordinary
commercial aspect.

troche, v.2 Obs.—! [? var. of ruche RiCH v.3]
trans. To tug or tear (asunder).

¢ 1400 Destr. Troy 12511 The sea..cut down pere sailes,
Ropis al-to rochit, rent vp the hacches.
roche, obs. form of ROACH sb.!; obs. var. ROOK
sb.%; var. ROTCH Obs.; obs. f. ROUGH a.

rochea (‘roufio). [mod.L. (A. P. de Candolle
Plantarum Historia Succulentarum (1803 ?) 103),
f. the name of Frangois de la Roche (d. 1813),

French botanist + -aA 2.] A succulent plant of .
the genus so called, belonging to the family -

Crassulace®, native to South Africa, and
bearing leathery leaves and clusters of white,
pink, or red flowers.

1932 A. J. MACSELF Amateur’s Greenhouse xi. 253 Hybrid
Kalosanthes or Rocheas in white, rose, etc., are similar in
habit. 398§ V. Hiccins tr. Bertrand's Irdoor Plants 84
Rochea. .. For some years now the florists have offered this
attractive plant on Mother’s Day. 1979 A. HUXLEY Reader's
Digest Success with House Plants 340/3 Rocheas are small
shrubs grown primarily for their clusters of flowers.

roche alum (routf '=lom). Also 5 rooch, 5-9
roch, 7-8 roach. {f. ROCHE sb.! + ALUM sb., after
F. alun de roche (cf. alun en roque, 1368), It.
allume di rocca: cf. Du. rotsaluin, G. rotsalaun,
and the synonymous Sp. piedra alumbre, Pg.
pedra (a)hume.

The statement that the name is derived from Roccha, a
Turkish J)rovince in N. Syria, is evidently quite
unfounded.])

= Rock alum (see ALUM sb. 1).

a. 1436 Libel Eng. Policy in Pol. Poems (Rolls) I1. 172
They bringe wyth hem..Coton, roche-alum, and gode
golde of Jene. 1453 in Heath Grocers’ Comp. (1869) 422
Alum, foyle or rooch, ye bale, iiijd. 1597 LowE Chirurg.
Y 4b, Betonie, worme-wood, roch allom. 1601 HorLrLAnp
Pliny 11. 165 Seeth the same .. together with Safron, Roch-
allom, Myrrh, and the best Attick hony. 1669 STURMY
Marsiner's Mag. vi1. xxxiv. %8 Put in it the bigness of a Hens
Egg of Roch Allom. 1747 WesLEY Prim. Physick (1762) 42
Nflgkc a Plaister of Roch Allum, Vinegar and Honey. 1783
J. BARTLET Gentl. Farriery (1754) 190 Giving drinks
ereplred with green vitriol, roch allum, Roman vitriol. ¥8s;

RE Dict. Arts (ed. 4) L. §7 The mother liquor of the ‘roch
alum’ is called ‘tun liquor’. 1860 [see ROCK ALUM).

B. 1619 Birt Hawkes 84 Seeth some spring water, and ..

ut into it a peece of Roach-Allum. 1620 Observ. Silkwormes
5}\;, Roach Allum, called Romish Allum. 1704 Lond. Gas.
No. 4008/4 Roach-Allum, Coffee, Brimstone. 178
CHAMBERS z‘ycl. Suppl. s.v. Phosphorus fzcalis, Mix it wit!
the same quantity of roach alum grossly powdered. 1799 G.
SMmiTH Laboratory 11. 401 Together with .. half a pound of
roach alum, &c.

roched, ppl. a. rare—!. {f. ROCHE v.!] Subjected
to roching. {roched petre, = ROCHE PETRE.

1666 BoyLg Formes & Qual. 227 And yet these Christals,
though sometimes they would shoot into Prisme-like
Figures, as Roch'd Petre; and sometimies [etc.].

roche lime. Also 7-8 roach. [f. ROCHE sb.}]
Unslaked lime; lime-shells.

1786 C. Lucas Ess. Waters 1. 41 Lime-water is prepared
by infusing unsiaked lime or roche-lime in water. 1776 G.
SEMPLE Building tn Water 49 We spread a plentiful Coat of
Roach-lime and sharp Gravel over the Ground. 1800 Hull
Advertiser 5 Apr. 1/3 Mortar composed of clean sand and
Roche Lime. 1830-2 CARLETON 7Taits (1843) I. 118 Our
plan was to bring a pocketful of toche lime with us, and put
1t into the pool. !

Rochelle (rsu'fel). Obs. Also 6, 8 Rochel, 6-7
Rochell. [The place-name (La) Rochelle, a
seaport of western France.)

1. Used attrib. or absol. to designate the kind of
wine exported from this place.

1391 Earl of Derby's Exped. (Camden) 10 Pro Ixxvj stopis
vini Rochelle ab ipsis emptis ibidem. ?ax400 Morte
Arthure 203 Rynisch wyne and Rochelle. ?c 1475 Sgr. Jowe
Degre 760 Wyne of Greke, and muscadell, Both clare,
pyment, and Rochell. 1833 MORE Answ. Poysoned Bk. Wks.
1103/1 A little tast of holesome ynough, though some-what
small and rough rochel wine. 1 fsz Reg. Privy Counc. Scot.
1. 129, vid. the pént of Rochell wyne. 1592 GREENE Vpst.
Courtier Whks. (Grosart) X1. 278 If he hath a strong
gascoigne wine, .. he can allay it with a small rochel wine.
161§ MaArRkHAM Eng. Housew. 11. iv, There are Rochell
wines, which are in pipes long and slender. 1731 MiLLER
Gard. Dict. s.v. Wine, They transform poor Rochel and
Cogniac White-wines into Rhenish,

2. Rochelle salt: (see quots.). Rochelle powder,
= Seidlitz powder.

175; Lewis New Dispensatory (1765) 4;{2(1 Sal
Rupellensis, Sel de Seignette, or Rochel salt. 1767 MonRro in
Phil. Trans. LVIL. sor The Rochelle salt, made with the
scid of tartar, and the fossil alkali, is so common a purgin
salt, that I shall not enter into any description of it. xﬂog
REeece Dict. Dom. Med. s.v. Rheumatism, Then strain, and

ROCHET

add Rochelle, or Epsom Salt. 1884 Pereira’s Polarized Light
(ed. 2) 227 In Rochelle salt (tartrate of %l)mlh and soda), the
optic axes of the..rays are considerably separated. 1888

ncycl. Brit. XXI11. 69/2 Rochelle salt . .1s prepared by not
quite neutralizing hot solution of carbonate of soda with
powdered cream of tartar.

|roche moutonnée (rof mutone). Physical
Geogr. [Fr., f. roche rock, ROCHE sb.! +
moutonnée MOUTONNEE.] A bare rock outcrop
which has been shaped by glacial erosion,
characteristically smoothed and rounded by
abrasion but often also displaying one side (the
‘downstream’ side) which is rougher and steeper
because of plucking. Hence roche mou‘tonnéed
a., abounding in roches moutonnées.

De Saussure (sec quot. 1786), to whom the term is
frequently attributed, applied the adj. moutonnée to small
rounded hillocks (usu. covered with ve‘geution) which
suggested, en masse, a fleece or & wig of a style termed

¢ hese f do not correspond to the

f roches which later became accepted,

and were not iated by de S with glaci (See
also s.v. in Gloss. Geol. (Amer. Geol. Inst., 1972) 613.)

[1786 H.-B. pE SAusSURE Voyages dans Alpes 11. xlviii.
512-3 Plus loin, derriere le village z]umana ou Envionne on
voit des rochers qui ont une forme que je nomme moutonnée.

Les gnes que je dési ¢ expression sont

posées d’un lage de tetes arrondies, couvertes
quelquefois de bois, mais plus souvent d’herbes, ou tout au
plus de broussailles. Ces ds ig épété
forment en grand I'effet d’une toison bien fournie, ou de ces
g‘erruques que I'on nomme aussi moutonnées.] 1843 J. D.
owrees Trav. through Alps iii. 53 The surface of rock..is
even and r ded, often d haped or spheroidal,
showing the structure of the rock in section. .. Such surfaces
were called Roches M, ées by De S: 1862 ?
Jrl. Geol. Soc. XVIIL 187 For many miles in the Alb
Valley, both above and below St. Blasien, roches moutonnées
stand like islands through the alluvium. 186g tr. Figuier’s
World Before Deluge (1891) 443. 1872 C. KiING Sierra
Nevada 70 Here, sheltered among roches moutonnées, began
to appear little fields of alpine irm 3874 J. GE1xiE Gt. Ice
Age vii. 9o note, Rocks which are so rounded, whether
striated or not, are known as roches moutonnées. 1908 Bull.
Geol. Soc. Amer. XVI. éx The northern slopes. . have been
conllidcnbly m)ogthed y ice action. .. The whole surface is

T p lly on the north, where nearly all
rocks are absolutely fresh. 193§ Discovery Mar. 79/2 Dome-
like rocks are exposed which in appearance recall the ice-
forrmed roches moutonnées. 1987 J. K. CHARLESWORTH
Quaternary Era 1. xi. 251 De Saussure gave the name roche

ée to the distinctive, ded forms which abound
in glaciated terrain (he hii 1f failed to iate them with
ice) and give the effect of a thick fleece or the wavy wigs
styled moutonnées in his day (they were slicked down with
mutton tallow). 1977 A. HaLLaM Planet Earth 86/3 Many
valleys are very deeply incised, with U-shaped cross-profiles
and floors composed of smoothed, striat«r:nd streamlined
rock hummocks (called roches moutonnées).

t'rochen, a. Obs.—! [f. ROCHE sb.! + -gN.]
Having the nature of rock.

a1300 Cursor M. 9915 be grund neist par es ful tru,
Metand wit pat rochen stan.

troche petre. Obs. In 7 rochpeter, rochpeeter,
roch-peter. [f. ROCHE sb.! + PETRE.] Native
saltpetre, occurring a: an efBorescence on rocks.
1634 J. B{ATE] Myst. \: ture 54 The ingredients likewise
are chiefly these, Saltpetes, 2ochpeter, Sulpher. 1665 Phil.
Trans. 1. 36 A fine white Salt, which . . seemed to have Sides
and Angles in the same number and figure as Rochpeeter.
1669 STURMY Mariner’'s Mag. v. xiii. 87 Roch-Peter..,
Quick-Brimstone . .. and ﬁneai’owder-dust.

rocher (‘rotfa(r)). Obs. exc. dial. (a. OF. rochier
{mod.F. rocher) masc., or rochere, -iere fem., f.
roche ROCHE sb.'] A rock; also dial. a stony or
rocky bank.

13.. K. Alis. 7090 Ther he fond latimeris That ladde him
to hyghe rochens, To rocheris and wildernes. 13.. Gaw.
Gr. Knt. 1427 Such a glauerande glam..Ros, pat pe
rocherez rungen aboute. ¢ 1480 Merlin 342 These vj kynges
com down the rocher sore hem diffendinge. 1637 in Sheffield
Gloss. (1888), They grow out of such a rocher of stone that
you would hardly thinke there were earth enough to nourish
the rootes of the said trees. 1675 Hobsks Odyssey (1677) 65
A rocher with his arms he then imbrac’t. 1676 lliad 224
They the prey let go To save it self i’ th’ woods or rochers
high. 1 S eﬁieﬁi Gloss., Rocher, a rock.

rochet! ('rotfit). Forms: a. 4- rochet, 5-6 rochett
(5 -yt, -ytt, 6 -ate, rogett), 6, 8 rochette; 6-8
rotchet (6 -ette). 8. 6 rechet, rachet, ratchet. [a.
OF. rochet (also roket, roquet, whence ROCKET
sb.1), = It. roccetto, rocchetto, Sp. roqueta, Pg.
rochete, roquete, med.L. rochetum, roquetum, etc.
(see Du Cange); a dimin. of the Teutonic word
which appears as OHG. (h)roch, roc, rokk
(MHG. roc, rock-, G. rock), OS. hroc (L G. rock,
whence Sw. rock, Icel. rokkr), MDu. roc, rock-
(Du. rok), OFris. (h)rock, OE. rocc, and in
med.L. as roccus (808).]

1. An outer garment of the nature of a smock-
frock, cloak, or mantle. Now dral. ’

¢ 1400 Rom. Rose 4754 For al-so wel wol love be set Under
ragges as riche rochet. 714.. MS. Bibi. Reg. 12 B.i. f. 12
(Halliw.), Superior vestis mulierum, Anglice a rochet. 1547
Test. Ebor. (Surtees) VI. 257 To Edward Hungaite, my
sone, my velvett rochett. 1662 J. Davies tr. Olearius’ Voy.
Ambass. 400 The Envoy help’d him to put it on, with a
Rochet of cloath of Gold, a Girdle, and Turbant. 1755
SMOLLETT Don Quix. (1803) IV. 139 They threw down their
staves, laid aside their rochets or mantles, so as to remain in

.
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