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Publisher’s Foreword

Dr. William Boyd, whose textbooks enliv-
ened the study of pathology for many a stu-
dent, was born in Portsoy, Scotland in 1885.
He received his M.D. from Edinburgh in
1908. He displayed an early interest in psy-
chiatry, but found his true métier in pathol-
ogy. Recruited for the University of Manitoba
medical faculty, Boyd, after a year of service
with a field ambulance in France, took up his
chairmanship in pathology in 1915.

Turning away many attractive offers, Boyd
stayed in Manitoba until 1937, when he fol-
lowed his good friend, the anatomist John
Grant, to the University of Toronto.

Boyd’s greatest achievements as a pathol-
ogist were his lucid, highly readable
publications. Surgical Pathology, later reti-
tled Pathology for the Surgeon, was pub-
lished by W.B. Saunders Co. in 1925. His
later books, Pathology of Internal Diseases,
renamed Pathology for the Physician (1st edi-
tion, 1931 and 7th edition, 1965), Textbook
of Pathology (1st edition, 1932 and 8th edi-
tion, 1970), and Introduction to Medical Sci-
ence, renamed Introduction to the Study of
Disease (1st edition, 1937 and 9th edition,
1980) were published by Lea & Febiger.

Boyd was a formidable lecturer, possessing
both lucidity and a keen wit. The hematolo-
gist, Maxwell Wintrobe, one of Boyd’s pupils,
wrote that Boyd “. . . was our most stimu-
lating teacher. He was devoted to the devel-
opment of a museum of pathology and could
take a jar containing a preserved specimen
and bring the clinical problem to life. For him
pathology was fascinating and in his Scottish
brogue and, often in flowery language, his

lectures always were exciting and memora-
ble.”

As a person he was devoid of affectation
and ill humor. He was quick to praise those
who deserved praise and had a rare ability to
rebuke without giving offense. Though re-
laxed and easily approachable, he liked to
maintain a degree of formality in his depart-
ment.

After retiring from the University of To-
ronto, he was appointed Professor of Pathol-
ogy at the University of British Columbia and,
thereafter, spent many winters as a visiting
professor at the University of Alabama. Dur-
ing the Prohibition days in the United States
he often traveled from Canada to lecture; the
popularity of his lectures was enhanced by
the fact that he always brought Scotch whisky
with him carefully hidden under layers of
pathologic specimens. That which he did not
dispatch was shared with his hosts.

Boyd received many honors in his long life,
including honorary degrees from Edinburgh,
Saskatchewan, Oslo, Manitoba, Queen’s Uni-
versity, and the College of Surgeons of Can-
ada. Especially notable was his award of the
gold-headed cane of the American Associa-
tion of Pathologists and Bacteriologists—he
was the only Canadian to be so honored.

Those of us who had the pleasure of work-
ing with him shall not forget his unfailing
good humor and his courtesy. Nor shall we
forget his lovely wife, Enid, whose warm and
cheerful nature made her the perfect com-
panion for William Boyd.

R. KENNETH Bussy

for
Lea & Febiger
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Preface

Boyd’s Textbook of Pathology is concerned
with the science of pathology. It describes the
cause, development, and lesions of the dis-
eases that afflict us, their effect on the patient,
the functional and secondary changes they
cause, their course and complications, and
the kind of treatment appropriate to over-
come them. The practice of pathology, the
techniques used, the problems that arise, will
not be discussed except insofar as is relevant
to our understanding of the disease processes.

The book falls into three parts. First is dis-
cussed what is often called general pathology,
the processes like inflammation or neoplasia
underlying many kinds of disease. Then the
infectious diseases are considered, and the
diseases caused by other factors that can affect
many organs. In the third section of the book
are described the diseases of the various or-
gans.

To each chapter is appended a list of ref-

erences. First comes a list of specialized text-
books that discuss in detail the topics consid-
ered in that chapter. If further information is
sought, it is usually best to consult first these
specialized texts. They review the topics dis-
cussed and have long lists of references. Also
cited are recent reviews relevant to the mat-
ters discussed in each chapter. In general, the
most recent review is listed. It is not neces-
sarily the best, but does give entry to the
current literature. At the end of Chapter 1 is
a list of standard textbooks that discuss mat-
ters relevant to many of the chapters.

I would like to thank Sonia Duda, Librarian
of the Banting Library, for help with the ref-
erences. I would also like to thank Richard
Leung of the Department of Pathology and
Mark Sawyer of the Instructional Media Serv-
ices of the University of Toronto for help with
the illustrations.

Toronto, Ontario A.C. RITCHIE
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