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Use Westlaw® to Research Patent Law

Access Westlaw, the computer-assisted legal re-
search service of West Group, to search a broad array
of legal resources, including case law, statutes, prac-
tice guides, current developments and various other
types of information. Consult the online Westlaw Di-
rectory to determine databases specific to your
needs.

Searching on Westlaw

With Westlaw, you can use the Natural Language
search method, which allows you to describe your
patent law issue in plain English. For example, to re-
trieve documents discussing the patents on geneti-
cally modified seeds, access the Federal Intellectual
Property-Cases database (FIP-CS) and type the fol-
lowing Natural Language description: patents on ge-
netically modified seeds

You can also use the Terms and Connectors search
method, which allows you to enter a query consisting
of key terms from your issue and connectors specify-
ing the relationship between those terms. For exam-
ple, to search for the phrase reduction to practice in
the same paragraph as the phrase prior application,
type the following Terms and Connectors query: “re-
duction to practice” /p “prior application”
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Use KeyCite® to Check Your Research

KeyCite is the citation research service available
exclusively on Westlaw. Use KeyCite to see if your
cases or statutes are good law and to retrieve cases,
legislation or articles that cite your cases and
statutes.

For more information regarding searching on
Westlaw, call the West Group Reference Attorneys at
1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889).
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