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Preface

There are a growing number of philosophy anthologies that cither attempt to survey
non-Western philosophies or to introduce a multicultural perspective. There are also a
growing number of feminist anthologies on the market, such as Feminist Perspectives
(Prentice Hall, 1992), which I co-edited with Janet Kourany and Rosemarie Tong.

Social and Political Philosophy attempts to address these growing trends in the
teaching of philosophy by providing an anthology that will enable philosophy teachers
to put the historical development of Western social and political philosophy into both
multicultural and feminist perspectives.

The aim of this anthology is twofold:

1. To provide an introductory sampling of some of the classical works of the
Western tradition in social and political philosophy.

2. To situate these readings within multicultural and feminist perspectives so that
they can be better understood and evaluated.

As far as | know, there is no other anthology on the market which attempts to achieve
this twofold aim.
Social and Political Philosophy can also be used in conjunction with either:

1. my Justice: Alternative Political Perspectives, 2nd edition (Wadsworth, 1992),
which provides opposing readings on the major contemporary conceptions of
justice and so continues the discussion of Social and Political Philosophy on
the contemporary scene, or

2. my Contemporary Social and Political Philosophy, which sets out five contempo-
rary political ideals that have their roots in many of the readings for Social and
Political Philosophy. These political ideals are also explicitly discussed in the
more contemporary readings of this anthology, and Contemporary Social and
Political Philosophy helps students more fully understand and evaluate that
discussion. In Contemporary Social and Political Philosophy, 1 also argue for the
controversial thesis that all these political ideals can be reconciled in practice,
which is a really challenging idea for students to discuss and evaluate.

Thus, in addition to what I have argued are its intrinsic merits, Social and Political
Philosophy can also be supplemented nicely by these two other texts.

As one would expect, I have benefited from the help of many different people in
writing this book. In particular, I would like to thank my wife and colleague Janet
Kourany, Joan Maze of the University of New Orleans, Sharon O’Brien of the
University of Notre Dame, Rosemarie Tong of Davidson College, Ofelia Schutte of the
University of Florida, David Vessey of Calvin College, and the following reviewers:
Donald C. Lee, University of New Mexico; Scott C. Lowe, Bloomsburg University;
Lani Roberts, Oregon State University; Cheyney Ryan, University of Oregon; Sally
Schalz, Purdue University; and Matthew Silliman, North Adams State College. I would
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also like to thank Tammy Goldfeld, philosophy and religion editor at Wadsworth, who
encouraged this project from the start, Ruth Cottrell, who supervised the production
of this book, and John Davenport, who is the best proofreader I have ever known.
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General Introduction

T

HE CENTRAL TAsK of social and political philosophy is to provide a justification for coercive
institutions. Coercive institutions range in size from the family to the nation-state and
world organizations like the United Nations, with their narrower and broader agendas
for action. Essentially, they are institutions that, at least sometimes, employ force or the
threat of force to control the behavior of their members to achieve either minimal or
wide-ranging goals. To justify such coercive institutions, we need to show that the
authorities within these institutions have a right to be obeyed and that their members
have a corresponding duty to obey them. In other words, we need to show that these
institutions have legitimate authority over their members.

Of course, classical social and political philosophers, like Socrates and Plato, were
primarily interested in justifying small city-states, like Athens or Sparta. But as larger
coercive institutions became both possible and desirable, social and political philoso-
phers sought to justify them. After the seventeenth century, most social and political
philosophers focused their attention on justifying the nation-state, whose claim to
legitimate authority is restricted by both geography and nationality. But from time to
time, and even more frequently in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, social and
political philosophers have sought to justify more wide-ranging coercive institutions,
including various forms of world government with more extensive powers than those
that are presently exercised by the United Nations." And quite recently, feminist social
and political philosophers have raised important challenges to the authority of the family
as it is presently constituted.”

Obviously, it isn’t enough to show that various coercive institutions claim to have
legitimate authority over their members or that many or even most of their members
accept their claim to such authority. That would only show that these coercive

1 Sce, for example, Frederick Schuman, International Politics, 7th ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1969);
Finn Laursen, Federalism and World Order (Copenhagen, 1970); Grenville Clark and Louis Sohn, World
Peace Through World Law, 3rd ed. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1966).

2 See, for example, Janet Kourany, James Sterba, and Rosemarie Tong, Feminist Philosophies (Englewood
Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1991).
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institutions are widely believed to be legitimate authorities, not that they are such.
Believing something to be the case never makes it so.

But while coercive institutions that are widely believed to be legitimate authorities
may not be such (e.g., Nazi Germany), these institutions can still be effective in
controlling the behavior of their members, provided that a sufficient number of their
members freely acknowledge their claims to be legitimate authorities. Nevertheless,
since the control that these coercive institutions maintain over the behavior of their
members, at least to some extent, rests on the credibility of their claims to be legitimate
authorities, the central task of social and political philosophy is to show how these claims
can be justified.

So the history of social and political philosophy in the Western tradition is the history
of attempts to carry out this central task. In each attempt, an appeal is made to one or
another social and political ideal. Putting it all too briefly, we can say that Plato appeals
to an ideal of justice in the state and in the person; Aristotle to an ideal of happiness or
human fulfillment; Thomas Aquinas to an ideal of natural law; Thomas Hobbes to an
ideal of self-interested agreement; John Locke to an ideal of consent in a state of nature;
Jean-Jacques Rousseau to an ideal of a general will; Immanuel Kant to an ideal of a
hypothetical agreement of rational agents; John Stuart Mill and Harriet Taylor to an
ideal of the maximization of utility; Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels to an ideal of
equality; John Rawls to an ideal of fairness; Ayn Rand to an ideal of liberty; Jirgen
Habermas to an ideal of the normative presuppositions of discourse; Michel Foucault
to an ideal of the absence of domination; and Alasdair MacIntyre and Charles Taylor to
an ideal of a good society.

Although obviously disagreeing about the appropriate grounds of legitimate
authority, all of these philosophers agree that submission to coercive institutions as
legitimate authorities can be justified in terms of their favored social and political ideal.

Yet despite this general consensus among social and political philosophers concern-
ing the justification of legitimate authority, two problems remain. First, claiming that
legitimate authorities can be justified in terms of some ultimate social and political ideal
is one thing, but providing that justification is another. Thus, it may turn out that when
a justification in terms of some ultimate social and political ideal, like liberty or equality,
is finally worked out, no existing coercive institution will be justified because they do not
sufficiently conform to that ideal. Second, the authoritics that are justified by one of
these social and political ideals may not be the same as the authorities justified by
another, leaving us in a quandary as to whom to obey, unless the practical differences
between what these ideals require can be eliminated or compromised. This is a very
difficult problem. In the concluding selection to this anthology, I suggest how it might
be possible to resolve this problem for the contemporary scene.

Obviously, the distinctive feature of this anthology is its inclusion of feminist and
multicultural perspectives. The inclusion of these two perspectives is actually required
by the central task of social and political philosophy. This is because in order to establish
that the coercive institutions sanctioned by any social and political ideal are justified as
legitimate authorities, the particular ideal must be able to survive in a comparative
evaluation with other accessible social and political ideals, including those that are
feminist and multicultural. Feminist social and political ideals demand that cocrcive
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institutions no longer support the subordination of women by men, surely a
reasonable requirement. Multicultural social and political ideals will place a variety
of different demands on coercive institutions, some of which will be reasonable while
others will not.

What then will a curriculum look like that attempts to help carry out the central task
of social and political philosophy by including a discussion of feminist and multicultural
social and political ideals? Obviously, this text attempts to answer this question. In this
text, a survey of some of the greatest works of Western social and political philosophy
is combined with some of the greatest related works of non-Western social and political
philosophy. Some of these non-Western works are chosen because they parallei the
views defended in the Western works (¢.g., Confucius’s work parallels that of Plato or
Aristotle). Buth other non-Western works are chosen because they challenge the views
defended in the Western works (e.g., American Indian works provide an interesting
challenge to the Western social contract tradition of Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau).
Obviously, these challenges to Western social and political philosophy could lead to
reinterpretations of the Western social and political ideals. For example, an examination
of American Indian works might lead us to reinterpret Western social and political ideals
to require greater reparations to American Indians.

In any case, what is clear is that central task social and political philosophy, the task
of determining when coercive institutions are legitimate authorities, will be satisfied
with nothing less than a consideration of feminist and multicultural perspectives. The
only question that remains is why has it taken social and political philosophers so long
to recognize the need to do so?



