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Preface

Several papers in this volume deal with advances in hybridoma tech-
nology and complement the chapter by Galfré and Milstein that appeared
in Volume 73 of this series. Methods to enhance the efficiency of produc-
ing desired fusion products, to simplify the basic procedures involved,
and to assess the specificity and other properties of monoclonal antibod-
ies are discussed. Representative examples illustrate how a battery of
monoclonal antibodies with different specificities can be used to study
various immunochemical and biochemical problems. Other chapters
cover additional procedures that can be used to label antigens and anti-
bodies, separate antigen-antibody complexes, and process data. Some
papers classified under one heading or contained in another volume of the
series include methods that can be applied in other specific areas. For
example, cytotoxicity tests described in Volume 93 may be used to screen
supernatant fluids in hybridoma experiments if cytotoxic activity is a
desirable property of the monoclonal antibody.

The contents of these volumes continue to reflect our intention of
presenting useful methods as they are developed. Thus, several section
headings may be similar to those in other Immunochemical Techniques
volumes. We believe that such a system makes it easier to follow recent
advances. It can be particularly advantageous to investigators whose ma-
jor interests may lie outside the realm of immunology but who realize that
answers to their scientific problems can often be obtained by the judicious
use of innovative immunochemical techniques.

Again we thank the contributors whose consistently fine efforts make
these volumes possible; Carla Langone for managing the correspondence;
and Nathan Kaplan, Sidney Colowick, and our colleagues at Academic
Press for their continued enthusiastic support and invaluable assistance.

JouN J. LANGONE
HELEN VAN VUuUNAKIS
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