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Coronary angiography, ten years ago still an investigatory procedure, has today be-
come routine in most cardiovascular centers. Undoubtedly, this technique has ini-
tiated a major breakthrough in the management of coronary heart disease. Cautious
extrapolations based on the number of patients undergoing bypass surgery lead to
the assumption that at least 300,000 coronary angiograms must have been perform-
ed around the world in the past year, most of them in the United States but also a
considerable number in Zurope. Thus, in the long run, the rapid development and
tremendous expansion of this technique has to be seen in the light of the increasing
importance of coronary surgery.

In view of this evidence, the European Society of Cardiology urged that a meeting on
coronary angiography take place with the aim of discussing the latest progress in
this field. With generous financial support from Bayer AG, for which the organizer
would like to express his sincere gratitude, it was possible to bring together an im-
portant group of specialists not only from Europe, but also from North America
and so to cover the vast field of coronary angiography in detail. Considering the
fact that only angiograms of extremely high quality are acceptable in the selection
of patients for coronary surgery, a considerable amount of time was devoted to the
technical aspects of coronary angiography. For the same reasons, a major part of
the symposium was confined to preoperative and postoperative anatomical and func-
tional aspects of coronary and left ventricular angiography, including patency rate
of grafts and survival of operated versus nonoperated patients.

Following the tradition of previous meetings on coronary heart disease held in
Frankfurt 1970 and 1972, of which the editor was coorganizer, a workshop on col-
lateral formation in ischemic heart disease and drug treatment of angina pectoris
was incorporated dealing with the most recent developments in this field. As the
previous workshops were confined to beta-blockers (1970) and nitrates (1972), the
discussion this time was focused mainly on the pharmacological and clinical aspects
of calcium antagonists, which represent a new therapeutic principle in the treatment
of angina pectoris.

1t is the hope of the organizer and the sponsors that by publishing the proceedmgs,
including the discussion remarks, the valuable contents will be made accessible to a
larger group of cardiologists, in particular to those engaged in the daily performance
of coronary angiography, and those confronted w1th the method through their clin-
ical work. '

Hanover, May 1976 . P. Lichtlen
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