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KEY TO THE PRONUNCIATION

THE pronunciations given are those in use in the educated speech of southern England (the so-called ‘Received
Standard’), and the keywords given are to be understood as pronounced in such speech.

1. Consonants
b, d, f, k, 1, m, n, p, t, v, z have their usual English values

g as in go (gou) 8 as in thin (6in), bath (ba:0) (FOREIGN AND NON-SOUTHERN)

h ... ho! (hovu) 8 ... then (8en), bathe (berd) £ as in It. serraglio (ser'rafo)
r ... run (ran), terrier ("tena(r)) § ... shop (Jop), dish (dif)

n ... Fr. cognac (konak)

(r) ... her (ha(r)) tf ... chop (tfop), ditch (ditf) X ... Ger. ach (ax), Sc. loch (Iox), Sp.
s ... see (sit), success (sok'ses) 3 ... vision (‘vizan), déjeuner (dezene) frijoles (fri'xoles)
w ... wear (wea(r)) d3 ... judge (d3ad3) ¢ ... Ger. ich (1g), Sc. nicht (nigt)
hw... when (hwen) n ... singing (‘'smp), think (8igk) ¥ ... North Ger. sagen (‘zaryon)
j ... yes (jes) ng ... finger (‘fings(r)) ¢ ... Afrikaans baardmannetjie
(‘ba:rtmanaci)
Yy ... Fr. cuisine (kyizin)

Symbols in parentheses are used to denote elements that may be omitted either by individual speakers or in particular phonetic contexts: e.g. botile
(‘'bot(a)l), Mercian (‘'ma:f(1)on), suit (s()u:t), impromptu (im'prom(p)tju:), father ('fa:5(r)).

I1. Vowels and Diphthongs

SHORT LONG DIPHTHONGS, etc.
1 as in pst (pit), -ness, (-nis) it as in bean (bi:n) el as in bay (ber)

€ . pet (pet), Fr. sept (set) a: ... barn (ba:n) al ... buy (bai)

® ... pat (p®t) ot ... born (bon) o1 ... boy (bar)

A ... putt (pat) u ... boon (bum) U ... no{na3v)

D ... pot (ppt) 3 ... burn (ba:n) au ... now (nau)

[ . put (put) e: ... Ger. Schnee (f{ne:) © ... peer (p1(r))
2 ... another (3'nABx(r)) € ... Ger. Fdhre (‘ferro) € ... pasr (pex(r))
(3) ... beaten ('bizt(a)n) a: ... Ger. Tag (tak) U3 ... tour (tua(r))
i ... Fr. si(si) o: ... Ger. Sohn (zo:n) 2 ... boar (bo(r))
e . Fr. bébé (bebe) o: ... Ger. Goethe ('go:to)

a . Fr. mari (mari) y: ... Ger. griin (gry:n) an as in fiery (‘faior)
a . Fr. bdtiment (batimd) aud ... sour (saud(r))
F) . Fr. homme (om) NASAL

o ... Fr.cau (o) & & as in Fr. fin (f%, (&)

o ... Fr. peu (po) a Fr. franc ({td)

@ ... Fr. boeuf (beef) coeur (keer) 3 Fr. bon (b3)

u ... Fr. douce (dus) @ Fr. un (&)

Y ... Ger. Miiller ('mvylor)

y . Fr. du (dy)

The incidence of main stress is shown by a superior stress mark (‘) preceding the stressed syllable, and a secondary stress by an inferior stress
mark (,), e.g. pronunciation (pra,nansreif(3)n).

For further explanation of the transcription used, see General Explanations, Volume I.



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, SIGNS, ETC

a. (in Etym.)
a (as a1850)

a.
abbrev.
abl.
absol.
Abstr.
acc.

Accet.

A.D.

ad. (in Etym.)
Add.

adj.

Adv.

adv.

advb.

Advt.
Aeronaut.

AF., AFr.
Afr.
Agric.

Alb.

Amer.
Amer. Ind.
Anat.

Anc.
Anglo-Ind.
Anglo-Ir.
Ann.
Anthrop.,
Anthropol.
Antiq.

aphet.
app.
Appl.
Applic.
appos.
Arab.
Aram.
Arch.
arch.
Archaol.
Archit.

Arm.
assoc.
Astr,
Astrol.
Astron.
Astronaut.
attrib,
Austral.
Autobiogr.

AV.

B.C.
B.C.
bef.
Bibliogr.

Biochem.
Biol.

Bk.
Bot.

Bp.
Brit.
Bulg.

adoption of, adopted from

ante, ‘before’, ‘not later than’

adjective

abbreviation (of)

ablative

absolute, -ly

(in titles) Abstract, -s

accusative

(in titles) Account

Anno Domini

adaptation of

Addenda

adjective

(in titles) Advance, -d, -s

adverb

adverbial, -ly

advertisement

(as label) in Aeronautics;

(in titles) Aevonautic, -al, -s

Anglo-French

Africa, -n

(as label) in Agriculture;

(in titles) Agriculture, -al

Albanian

American

American Indian

(as label) in Anatomy;

(in titles) Anatomy, -ical

(in titles) Ancient

Anglo-Indian

Anglo-Irish

Annals

(as label) in Anthropology;

(in titles) Anthropology, -ical

(as label) in Antiquities;

(in titles) Antiquity

aphetic, aphetized

apparently

(in titles) Applied

(in titles) Application, -s

appositive, -ly

Arabic

Aramaic

in Architecture

archaic

in Archzology

(as label) in Architecture;

(in titles) Architecture, -al

Armenian

association

in Astronomy

in Astrology

(in titles) Astronomy, -ical

(in titles) Astronautic, -s

attributive, -ly

Australian

(in titles) Autobiography,
-teal

Authorized Version

Before Christ

(in titles) British Columbia
before

(as label) in Bibliography;
(in titles) Bibliography, -ical
(as label) in Biochemistry;
(in titles) Biochemistry, -ical
(as label) in Biology;

(in titles) Biology, -ical
Book

(as label) in Botany;

(in titles) Botany, -fcal
Bishop

(in titles) Britain, British
Bulgarian

Bull.|

¢ (as ¢ 1700)
c. (as 19th c.)
Cal.
Cambr.
Canad.

Cat.
catachr.
Catal.

Celt.

Cent.

Cent. Dict.
Cf., cf.

Ch,

Chem.

Chr.
Chron.
Chronol.
Cinemat.,
Cinematogr.
Clin.
cl. L.
cogn. w.
Col.
Coll.
collect.
collog.
comb.
Comb.
Comm.
Communic.
comp.
Compan.
compar.
compl.
Compl.
Conc.
Conch.
concr.
Conf.
Congr.
conj.
cons.
const.
contr.
Contrib.
Corr.
corresp.
Cotgr.

cpd.
Crit.
Cryst.
Cyel.
Cytol.

Da.
D.A.
D.AE.

dat.
D.C.
Deb.
def.
dem.
deriv.
derog.
Descr.
Devel.
Diagn.

dial.

(in titles) Bulletin

circa, ‘about’

century

(in titles) Calendar

(in titles) Cambridge
Canadian

Catalan

catachrestically

(in titles) Catalogue

Celtic

(in titles) Century, Central
Century Dictionary

confer, ‘compare’

Church

(as label) in Chemistry;
(in titles) Chemistry, -ical
(in titles) Christian

(in titles) Chronicle

(in titles) Chrorology, -ical

in Cinematography
(in titles) Clinical
classical Latin
cognate with

(in titles) Colonel, Colony
(in titles) Collection
collective, -ly
colloquial, -ly
combined, -ing
Combinations

in Commercial usage
in Communications
compound, composition
(in titles) Companion
comparative
complement

(in titles) Complete
(in titles) Concise

in Conchology
concrete, -ly

(in titles) Conference
(in titles) Congress
conjunction
consonant

construction, construed with ¢

contrast (with)

(in titles) Contribution

(in titles) Correspondence

corresponding (to)

R. Cotgrave, Dictionarie of
the French and English
Tongues

compound

(in titles) Criticism, Critical

in Crystallography

(in titles) Cyclopadia, -ic

(in titles) Cytology, ~ical

Danish

Dictionary of Americanisms

Dictionary of American
English

dative

District of Columbia

(in titles) Debate, -s

definite, -ition

demonstrative

derivative, -ation

derogatory

(in titles) Description, -tive

(in titles) Development, -al

(in titles) Diagnosis,
Diagnostic

dialect, -al

Dict.

dim.

Dss.

Diss.
D.O.S.T.

Du.

E.
Ecel.

Ecol.
Econ.

ed.
E.D.D.
Edin.
Educ.

EE.
e.g.
Electr.

Electron.
Elem.
ellipt.
Embryol.
e.midl.
Encycl.
Eng.
Engin.
Ent.
Entomol.

erron.
esp.

Ess.

et al.
etc.
Ethnol.
etym.
euphem.
Exam.
exc.
Exerc.
Exper.
Explor.

f.

f. (in Etym.)

f. (in subordinate
entries)

F.

fem. (rarely £.)
fig.

Finn.

fl.

Found.

Fr.

freq.

Fris.

Fund.

Funk or

Funk’s Stand.
Dict.

G.
Gael.
Gaz.
gen.
gen,
Geogr.

Some abbreviations listed here in italics are also in certain cases printed in roman type, and vice versa.

Dictionary; spec., the
Oxford English Dictionary

diminutive ’

(in titles) Disease

(in titles) Dissertation

Dictionary of the Older
Scottish Tongue

Dutch

East

(as label) in Ecclesiastical
usage;

(in titles) Ecclesiastical

in Ecology

(as label) in Economics;

(in titles) Economy, -ics

edition

English Dialect Dictionary

(in titles) Edinburgh

(as label) in Education;

(in titles) Education, -al

Early English

exempli gratia, ‘for example’

(as label) in Electricity;

(in titles) Electricity, -ical

(in titles) Electronic, -s

(in titles) Element, -ary

elliptical, -ly

in Embryology

east midland (dialect)

(in titles) Encyclopadia, -ic

England, English

in Engineering

in Entomology

(in titles) Entomology,
-logical

erroneous, -ly

especially

(in titles) Essay, -s

et alii, ‘and others’

et cetera

in Ethnology

etymology

euphemistically

(in titles) Examination

except

(in titles) Exercise, -s

(in titles) Experiment, -al

(in titles) Exploration, -s

feminine
formed on

form of

French

feminine

figurative, -ly

Finnish

floruit, ‘flourished’

(in titles) Foundation, -s
French

frequent, -ly

Frisian

(in titles) Fundamental, -s

Funk and Wagnalis
Standard Dictionary

Gérman

Gaelic

(in titles) Gazette
genitive

general, -ly

(as label) in Geography;
(in titles) Geography, -ical



Geol.

Geom.

Geomorphol.

Ger.
Gloss.
Gme.
Godef.

Goth.
Govt.
Gr.

Gram.
Gt.

Heb.
Her.
Herb.
Hind.
Hise.

hist.
Histol.
Hort.
Househ.
Housek.

Ibid.

Icel.
Ichthyol.
id.

i.e.

1E.
Illustr.
imit.
Immunol.
imp.
impers.
impf
ind.
indef.
Industr.
inf.
infl.
Inorg.
Ins.
Inst.
int.
intr.
Introd.
Ir.
irreg.
It.

J. J.)

(Jam.)
Jap.
joc.
Jrnl.
Jun.

Knowl.

L

L.
lang.
Lect.
Less.
Let., Lett.
LG.
lit.
Liz.
Lith.
LXX

m.
Mag.
Magn.
Mal.

Man.
Managem.
Manch.
Manuf.
Mar.

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, SIGNS, ETC.

(as label) in Geology;

(in titles) Geology, -ical

in Geometry

in Geomorphology

German

Glossary

Germanic

F. Godefroy, Dictionnaire
de I'ancienne langue
frangaise

Gothic

(in titles) Government

Greek

(as label) in Grammar;

(in titles) Grammar, -tical

Great

Hebrew

in Heraldry

among herbalists
Hindustani

(as label) in History;
(in titles) History, -ical
historical

(in titles) Histology, -ical
in Horticulture

(in titles) Household
(in titles) Housekeeping

Ibidem, ‘ir} the same book or
passage

Icelandic

in Ichthyology

idem, ‘the same’

id est, ‘that is’

Indo-European

(in titles). Illustration, ~ted

imitative

in Immunology

imperative

impersonal

imperfect

indicative

indefinite

(in titles) Industry, -ial

infinitive

influenced

(in titles) Inorganic

(in titles) Insurance

(in titles) Institute, -tion

interjection

intransitive

(in titles) Introduction

Irish

irregular, -ly

Italian

“(quoted from) Johnson’s ,

Dictionary
Jamieson, Scottish Dict.
Japanese
jocular, =ly
(in titles) Yournal
(in titles) Yunior

(in titles) Knowledge

line

Latin

language

(in titles) Lecture, -s
(in titles) Lesson, -s
letter, letters

Low German
literal, -ly

Literary
Lithuanian
Septuagint

masculine

(in titles) Magazine

(in titles) Magnetic, -ism
Malay, Malayan

(in titles) Manual

(in titles) Management
(in titles) Manchester

in. Manufacture, -ing
(in titles) Marine

masc. (rarely m.) masculine

Math.

MDu.
ME.
Mech.

Med.

med.L.
Mem.
Metaph.
Meteorol.

MHG.
midl.
Mil.
Min.

Mineral.
MLG.
Mise.
mod.
mod.L
{Morsis),

Mous.

Myst.
Mythol.

N.

n.
N. Amer.
N. & Q.
Narr.
Nat.

Nat. Hist.
Naut.
N.E.
N.E.D.

Neurol.
neut. (rarely n.)
NF., NFr.
No.

nom.
north.
Norw.
n.q.

N?T.
Nucl.
Numism.
N.w.
N.Z.

obj.

obl.

Obs., obs.
Obstetr.

occas.
OE.

OF., OFr.
OFeris.
OHG.
Oly.

ON.
ONF.
Ophthalm.

opp.

Opt.
Org.
orig.
Ornith.

0S.

OSl.
O.T.
Outl.
Oxf.

p-
Pal=zogr.

(as label) in Mathematics;

(in titles) Mathematics, -al

Middie Dutch

Middle English

(as label) in Mechanics;

(in titles) Mechanics, -al

(as label) in Medicine;

(in titles) Medicine, -ical

medieval Latin

(in titles) Memoir, -s

in Metaphysics

{as label} in Meteorology;

(in titles) Meteorology, ~ical

Middle High German

midland (dialect)

in military usage

(as label) in Mineralogy;

(in titles) Ministry

(in titles) Mineralogy, -ical

Middle Low German

(in titles) Miscellany, -eous

modern

modern Latin

(quoted from) E. E.
Morris’s Austral English

(as label) in Music;

(in titles) Music, -al;
Museum

(in titles) Mystery

in Mythology

North

neuter

North America, -n
Notes and Queries
(in titles) Narrative

- (in titles) Natural

in Natural History

in nautical language

North East

New English Dictionary,
original title of the Oxford
English Dictionary (first
edition)

in Neurology

neuter

Northern French

Number

nominative

northern (dialect)

Norwegian

no quotations

New Testament

Nuclear

in Numismatics

North West

New Zealand

object
oblique
obsolete
(in titles) Obstetrics
occasionally
Old Engtish
(= Anglo-Saxon)
Old French
Old Frisian
Old High German
Old Irish
Old Norse
Old Northern French
in Ophthalmology
opposed (to), the opposite
o

in Optics

(in titles) Organic

origin, -al, -ally

(as label) in Ornithology;
(in titles) Ornithology, ~ical
Old Saxon -

0id (Church) Slavonic
Old Testament

(in titles) Outline

(in titles) Oxford

page
in Paleography

Palzont.

pa. pple.
(Partridge),

pass.
pa.t.
Path.

perh.
Pers.
pers.
Petrogr.
Petrol.

{Pettman),

Philol.
Philos.

phonet.
Photogr.

phr.
Phys.

Physiol.

Pict.

pl., plur.
poet.
Pol.

Pol.

Pol. Econ.

Polit.

pop.

Porc.

poss.

Port.

ppl. a., pple. adj.

pple.
Pr.

pr.
Pract.
prec.
pred.
pref.
pref., Pref.
prep.
Dres.
Princ.
priv.
prob.
Probl.
Proc.
pron.
pronunc.
prop.
Pros.
Prov.

pr. pple.
Psych.
Psychol.

Publ.

Q\;ot(s).
q.v.

R.
Radiol.
R.C.Ch.
Rec.
redupl.
Ref.
refash,
refl.
Reg.

(as label) in Palzontology;

(in titles) Palzontology, -ical

passive participle, past
participle

(quoted from) E.
Partridge’s Dictionary of
Slang and Unconventional
English

passive, -ly

past tense

(as label) in Pathology;

(in titles) Pathology, -ical

perhaps

Persian

person, -al

in Petrography

(as label) in Petrology;

(in titles) Petrology, -ical

(quoted from) C. Pettman’s
Africanderisms

perfect

Portuguese

in Pharmacology

(as label) in Philology;

(in titles) Philology, -tcal

(as label) in Philosophy;

(in titles) Philosophy, -ic

phonetic, -ally

(as label) in Photography;

(in titles) Photography, -ical

phrase

physical; (rarely) in
Physiology

(as label) in Physiology;

(in titles) Physiology, -ical

(in titles) Picture, Pictorial

plural

poetic, -al

Polish

(as label) in Politics;

(in ttles) Politics, -al

in Political Economy

(in titles) Politics, -al

popular, -ly

(in titles) Porcelain

possessive

(in titles) Pottery

participial adjective

participle '

Provengal

present

(in titles) Practice, -al

preceding (word or article)

predicative

prefix

preface

preposition

present

(in titles) Principle, -s

privative

probably

(in titles) Problem

(in titles) Proceedings

pronoun

pronunciation

properly

in Prosody

Provengal

present participle

in Psychology

(as label) in Psychology;

(in titles) Psychology,
-ical

(in titles) Publications

(in' titles) Quarterly
quotation(s)
quod vide, ‘which see’

(in titles) Royal

in Radiology

Roman Catholic Church
(in titles) Record
reduplicating

(in titles) Reference
refashioned, -ing
reflexive

(in titles) Register



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, SIGNS, ETC.

reg. regular str. strong Trop. (in titles) Tropical
rel. related to Struct. (in titles) Structure, -al Turk. . Turkish
Reminisc. (in titles) Reminiscence, -s Stud. (in titles) Studies Typog., Typogr. in Typography
Rep. (in titles) Report, -s subj. sub_]ect_ -
repr. representative, representing subord. cl. subordinate clause ult. ultimately . )
Res. (in titles) Research subseq. subsequent, -ly Univ. (in titles) University
Rev. (in titles) Review subst. substantively unkn. unknown
rev. revised suff. suffix U.S. United States
Rhet. in Rhetoric superl. superlative U.S.S.R. Union of Soviet Socialist
Rom. Roman, -ce, -ic Suppl. Supplement Republics
Rum. Rumanian Surg. (as label) in Surgery; usu. usually
Russ.. Russian (in titles) Surgery, Surgical
s.v, sub voce, ‘under the word’ v., vb. verb
S. South Sw. Swedish var(r)., vars: variant(s) of
S.Afr. South Africa, -n s.wW. south-western (dialect) vbl. sb. verbal substantive
sb. substantive Syd. Soc. Lex. Sydenham Society, Lexicon Vertebr. (in titles) Vertebrate, -s
sc. sctlicet, ‘understand’ or of Medicine & Allied Vet. (as label) in Veterinary
‘supply’ Sciences Science;
Sec., Scot. Scottish syll. syllable (in titles) Veterinary
Scand. (in titles) Scandinavia, -n Syr. Syrian Vet. Sci. in Veterinary Science
Sch. (in titles) School Syst. (in titles) System, -atic viz. videlicet, ‘namely’
Sec. Nat. Dict. Scottish National Dictionary Voy. (in titles) Voyage, -s
Scotl. (in titles) Scotland Taxon. (in titles) Taxonomy, -ical v.Str. strong verb
Sel. (in titles) Selection, -s techn. technical, -ly vulg. vulgar
Ser. Series Technol. (in titles) Technology, ~ical v.w. weak verb
sing. singular Telegr. in Telegraphy
Sk. (in titles) Sketch Teleph. in Telephony W. Welsh; West
Skr. Sanskrit (Th.), (quoted from) Thornton’s wd. word
Slav. Slavonic American Glossary Webster Webster's (New
S.N.D. Scottish National Dictionary Theatr. in the Theatre, theatrical International) Dictionary
Soc. (in titles) Society Theol. (as label) in Theology; Westm. in titles) Westminster
Sociol. (as label) in Sociology; (in titles) Theology, -ical WGme. West Germanic
(in titles) Sociology, -ical Theoret. (in titles) Theoretical Wks. ‘in titles) Works
Sp. Spanish Tokh. Tokharian w.midl. west midland (dialect)
Sp. (in titles) Speech, -es tr., transl. translated, translation WS. West Saxon
sp. spelling Trans. (in titles) Transactions
spec. specifically trans. transitive (Y.), (quoted from) Yule &
Spec. (in titles) Specimen transf. transferred sense Burnell’s Hobson-Jobson
St. Saint Trav. (in titles) Travel(s) Yrs. (in titles) Years
Stand. (in titles) Standard Treas. (in titles) Treasury
Stanf. (quoted from) Stanford Treat. (in titles) Treatise Zoogeogr. in Zoogeography
Dictionary of Anglicised Treatm. (in titles) Treatment Zool. (as label) in Zoology;
Words & Phrases Trig. in Trigonometry un titles) Zoology, -ical

Before a word or sense

+ = obsolete

Il = not naturalized, alien
€ = catachrestic and erroneous uses

Signs and Other Conventions

In the listing of Forms

[N I

1
2

3
57
20

before 1100

12th ¢. (1100 to 1200)
13th ¢. (1200 to 1300), etc.
15th to 17th century

20th century

In the etymologies
* indicates a word or form not actually found,

but of which the existence is inferred
= normal devel« “ment of

The printing of a word in sMALL CAPITALS indicates that further information will be found under the word so referred to.
.. indicates an omitted part of a quotation. .
- (in a quotation) indicates a hyphen doubtfully present in the original; (in other text) indicates a hyphen inserted only for the sake of a line-break.

PROPRIETARY NAMES

TH1s Dictionary includes some words which are or are asserted to be proprietary names or trade marks. Their
inclusion does not imply that they have acquired for legal purposes a non-proprietary or general significance nor any
other judgement concerning their legal status. In cases where the editorial staff have established in the records of the
Patent Offices of the United Kingdom and of the United States that a word is registered as a proprietary name or
trade mark this is indicated, but no judgement concerning the legal status of such words is made or implied thereby.



CHAM

cham (kzm), sb. Also 6 cam, 7 chaem: see KHAN.
{a. F. and med.L. cham, chan, can (also caanus,
canis), ad. Turki khan lord, prince, KHAN, a
contracted form of the earlier khdgan cHacan; it
was assumed by Chingiz when he became
supreme ruler of the Mongols and Tartars; the
modified form ¢a’an became the specific title of
the successors of Chingiz Khan as emperors of
China.}

An obsolete form of KHAN formerly commonly
applied to the rulers of the Tartars and
Mongols; and to the emperor of China. (Rarely
to governors of provinces.)

[c x400 MAUNDEV. xviii. 188 The grete Cane of Cathay.
xxi, 222 Whi he was clept the gret Chane.] 1853 EpEn
Treat. New Ind. (Arb.) 12 Vnder the dominion of the great
Cham or Cane, Emperour of Tartaria. 1§77 Hist. Trav. (ed.
Wilies) 265 They haue muche knowledge of the great Cam
of Cathay. 1899 SHAKS. Much Ado 1t1. 1. 277, I will.. fetch
you a hayre off the great Chams beard. 1653 H. CoGan
Pinte’s Trav. xxiii. §3. 84 One of those [chairs] wherein the
principall Chaems of the Empire are usually carried. 1709
Lond. Gaz. No. 4579/1 The Grand Signior had received an
Express from the Cham of Tartary. 3760 Gorbsm. Cit.
World xliii, Prodigal in the production of kings, governors,
mandarins, chams, and courtiers. 1813 Examiner 26 Apr.
266/2 Chams are stiff gentlemen.

b. transf. and fig.

1602 WaRNER Alb. Eng. x. Iviii. 254 Against this Cham
[Duke of Guise} and his Beau-Peeres, inuited English goe.
1685 Francion v. 4, 1 .. am the great Cham .. of all the wits.
1759 SMOLLETT Let. in Boswell Johnson xiii. (ed. Napier) 1.
276, I am again your Yetitioner, in behalf of that great Cham
of literature, Samuel Johnson. 1879 W. W. SynNce Tom
Sing, UL, iii. 32 The great cham of criticism.

t cham, chamm (tfzem), v. Obs. exc. dial. {see
CHAMP ©.]

1. To bite, chew; = CHAMP v. 1-3.

1398 TrEvisA Barth. De P.R. xviy. v. 606 It is full harde
and maye not be chewed and whyles men chamme thefon,
the bytter sauour wythin is not felte. 1 go TINDALE Anstw.
More 111 xiii, The priest toucheth not Christs natural body
with his hands..nor chammeth it with his teeth. 1530
PALSGR. 680/2 Chamme_the breed in your mouthe. 1275
Hoeees Odyss. x11. 263 When she my men cham'd in her
ugly chaps. 1828 BriTron Beauties Wilts. Gloss. (E.D.S.)
Cham, to chew. 1881 SmiTH Isle Wight Gloss. (E.D.S.)
Cham, to chew. 1888 {Heard in Oxford from a native.

2. = CHAMP v. 6; to pound, mash. dial.

In South of Scotland, as ‘to cham sand’, for strewing on
wet floors.

Hence chammed ppi. a., ‘chamming vbl, sb.

lzilgdHORMAN Vulg. 339 Glewe made of chammed whete.
18; ORE Heresyes 111. Wks. 242/1 Not for y¢ reading &
receining: but for the busy chamming therof [the scripture).
1899 SaNDYs Europe Spec. (1632) 7 They confine them to
the chamming of their beads. 1613 CoTGRr., Masché..
chawed chewed, chammed, champed.

cham, obs. and dial. f. [ am: see cH, and I,
1568 T. HoweLL Ard. Amitie (1879) 90 And vor
manhood, cham zure cham goed. 18§80 H. Girrorp
g?illoﬁower: (1875) 132 Cham zure my vurst goodman is
ere.

(chama (‘keims). Zool. [L. chama, chéma, a.
Gr. yijun cockle, f. ya- stem of yaivew to gape.} A
genus of bivalve molfluscs found in warm and
tropical seas. The shell of C. gigas is the largest
known. Comb. chama-shaped.

1753 CHAMBERS Cycl. Supp. s.v., The chama is..
confounded with the oister. 1833 LyELL Princ. Geol. 11, 287
Conchologists suppose, that the chams may require thirty
years..to artain its full size. 18854 Woobpwarp Mollusca
(1856) 325 Shell inequivalve, chama-shaped.

ichamade (famad). Mil. (F. chamade, ad. Pg.
chamada, f. chamar:—L. clamare to call.] A
signal by beat of drum or sound of trumpet
inviting to a parley.

1684 Lond. Gaz. No. 1936/2 The.. Governor of.
Luxemburg, being pressed . . to desire a Parley . . caused the
Chamade 1o be beat. 3713 Mns. CeNTLIVRE Marplot w1, i,
There’s more danger of my raising the siege, than her
beating the Chamnge. 1831 Lincoln Her. 1 July 2/6 The day
in which the Irish yeomanry force shall be suppressed . . the
representatives of British government may beat a chamade
from what is now his Majesty’s Castle. of Dublin, 186g
CARLYLE Fredk. Gt. 1. 1v. v. 311 Stralsund instantly beat the
chamade .. and all was surrender in those regions.

chamee~ (kemij:), combining form of Gr. yapa(
on the ground, low, used in many technical and
scientific terms, as chamsmcephalic (-sr'fehk),
-cephalous (-'sefsles), adjs., characterized by or
exhibiting  chamacephaly; chamsecephaly
(-‘'sefolt) [Gr. «xegakj head], a formation or
development of the human skull, in which the
cephalic index is 70 or less; chammconchic
(-'kopkik),  -conchous  (-'kopkes), adjs.,
characterized by or exhibiting chamsconchy;
chameeconchy (-'konki) [Gr. «xdyxn concH], the
condition of having a low form of the orbits,
showing an orbital index of 80 or less;
chamecranial (-'’kremniat), a. [Gr. xpaviov skull],
characterized by having a low skull, of a length-
height index ofy 70 and less; 'chamgephyte [ad.
Da. kamafyt, ch- (C. Raunkier, 1904, in Bot.
Tidsskrift XXVI. 11): see -PHYTE], a plant that

1

bears its buds on or near the surface of the
ground; chamaprosope (-'prossup) [Gr.
npéown-ov face], a human skull with low broad
face; chamaprosopic (-pro'ssuptk) a«a.,
characterized by chamaprosopy;
chamaeprosopy (-pro'saupt), [Gr. mpdowm-ov
face] the condition of having a low broad form

of face.

1902 Biometrska Aug. 462 Are the brachycephalic races
hypsicephalic and the dolichocephalic races
chnmaecejphnlic? Ibid. 460 In the male brachycephaly is

i with hypsi hic, in the female with the
chamaeconchic character. Ibid., A quite sensible association
of platyrrhiny with chamaeconchy. Ibid. 462 Brachycranial,
stenocranial, and chamaecranial characters. 1913 Jrnl. Ecol.
I 7 Chnmephytes include plants with their bud or shoat-
apices perennating on the surface of the ground. 1916 B.D.

CHAMBER

as distinguished from the kitchen; also a
sleeping apartment over a stable or the like:
ax300 Floriz & Bl. 443 To anoper chaumbre hi beop
agon, To blauncheflures chaumbre non. c13s0 Will.
Palerne 3029 Whan pe masse was don, sche went to hire
chaumber. 1375 BARBOUR Bruce v. 287 In a chalmer
preualy, He held him and his cumpany. ¢ 1400 Destr. Troy
4977 Led were po lordes pro mony long chaumburs . . into a
proude chaumbur pere Priam was set. ¢ 1440 Gesta Rom. 94
(Harl. MS.) A prevy caumbre. 1472 S18 ]. PasTON in Lest.
706 1II. 64 My Lady..hathe takyn hyr chambre. 13313
DoucLas Zneis viil. viii. 29 Amyd the chalmer doun thaim
set. 18535 COVERDALE Prov. xxiv. 4 Chambers. . fylled with
all costly & pleassunt riches. 1582-8 Hist. Yas. VI {1804) 52
Be comitting of murther in hir awin chalmer. 1611 BinLE
Gen. xliii. 30 Hee entred into his chamber, & wept there.
—— Acts ix. 37 They laid her in an vpper chamber. 1711
SwiFT Lett. (1767) 111. 191 He and his lady saw me to my

JacksoN Gloss. Bot. Terms (ed. 3) 71/2 Ch ytes, ..
plants whose resting-buds are but slightly above the ground.
1952 P. W. RicHARDs Tropical Rain Forest i. 10 The ground
herbs of the rain forest are almost exclulivelé phanerophytes
and chamaephytes. 1964 V. J. CHAPMAN Coastal Veg.'i. 9
Chamaephytes, perennating buds above soil surface to 25
cm, e.g. Creeping willow (Salix repens). 1900 tr. Demiker's
Races of Man 60 To separate skulls into brachy- or
dolichotacial, or, as they are also cailed, chame, rosopes and
leetoprosope& 1886 Buck’'s Handbk. Med. Sci. 11. 23/2
Ci p ,;’- [sic] is lied to a short, squat, thickset
face. 1902 Bi tka Aug. 434 Ch

0sopy.
chameeleon, -lion, var. of CHAMELEON.
chamseemell, chamamil, obs. ff. cAMoMmILE.

|Chameerops (ko'miorops). Bot. [L., a. Gr.
xapaipwy a plant mentioned by Pliny, f. yauai on
the ground, dwarf-growing + pdy shrub, bush;
but the form is uncertain: the modern
application was accepted by Linnzus from
Pontedera.]

A northern genus of palms, including the
Dwarf Fan Palm, C. humilis, the smallest of the
order, and the only one found north of the
Mediterranean, and the Chinese C. Fortuni,
which can be grown in the south of England.

1832 TH. Ross tr. Humboldt's Trav. 1. i. 8 The
chamarops, the date-tree .. vegetate on several spots.

chamar (tfo'ma:(r)). Also chumar. {Hindi.] A
member of an exterior Hindu caste whose
occupation is leather-working; a worker in
leather, a tanner, shoemaker. Also, in northern
and central India, an agricultural labourer.
1888 SiMMONDs Dict. Trade. 1899 C. W. DovLe Taming
of Jungle ii. 18 A wee little manikin of the chamar (tanner)
caste. 1901 K1PLING Kim iii. 81 All castes and kinds of men
move here. Look! Brahmins and chumars, bankers and
tinkers. 1924 Blackw. Mag. Nov. 693/1 This little swine of
a chimar. 1934 M. L. DarLING Wim:,om & Waste in Punjab
Village 167 Chamirs and Khatiks, dealers in hides and
skins, respectively. 1981 J.H. PUT’P" CJ’{"f" India (ed. 2)

just in the country fashion. 1731-1800 BaiLey s.v.
Camera, Such Musick as is designed for Chamb and
private Consorts. 1821 SouTHEY in Q. Rev. XXV. 346 He ..

hardly ever slept two nights b

in one ch 3
1841 LANE Arab. Nts. 1. 104 A curtain suspended before the
door of a chamber.

1858 M. PORTEOUS Souter Yohnny 17 In that apartment

encrally called the ‘Chamber’ of s farm house. 1863
irxmson Danby Provinc., Chamber, an upper room, {1} in
a house; a bed room. (2) in a stable or other building; a loft.
1883 Harper's Mag. Aug. 437/1 The chambers. . were less
ample. . in the Southern houses.

b. The reception-room in a palace; called the
pr , or atdi hamber.

2. fig. .

21228 Ancr. R. 92 Heo is Godes chaumbre. a1400 Cot.
Myst. (1841) 115 Farewel, Goddys chawmere and his
bowre. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 70b, He maketh
our soules his chambre. 1614 T. ApaMS Devsl's Banguet 31
Malice vsurpes the best Chamber in your mindes. 1718-20
PoPE lliad vi1. 498 From forth the chambers of the main ..
Arose the golden chariot of the day. 1866 B. TavLOR Fun.
Th. Poems 38z Echo the startled chambers of the soul.

3. pl. a. Rooms forming part of a house or
tenement arranged for occupation by single
persons; esp. rooms in the Inns of Court
occupied by lawyers; also, sets of rooms in a
block of buildings for offices, etc. b. The room
in which a judge sits to hear causes and transact
business not of sufficient importance to be
brought into court.

1641 HARCOURT in Macm. Mag. XLV, 288 Thine of 6
Decr. from Sarjant Glanvieelds chambers, came to my
hands. 171% STEELE Spect. No. 145 P 5, | have Chambers in
the Temple. 1790 BosweLL JoAnson xin. (ed. Napier) I. zr7
He found his old master in Chambers in the Inner Temple.
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IV. 360 If the defendant is not
satisfied, I will send it to be argued before the Lord Chief
Baron and Mr, Justice Burnet, at their chambers. a1834
LaMmn Lett. ix. 87 When 1 last wrote you I was in lodgings.
I am now in Chambers. 1844 Dickens Christm. Car. 3, ge
[Scrooge] lived in chambers which had once belonged to his
deceased partner. 1849 —— Dav. Copperfield, Traddes. .
had chambers in Gray’s Inn. Izl‘.od ,Newxpr. Advt., St.

James’s Park Chamb for ..two rooms
3 . £y sahed W, . ("L 'y

23 The Chamar of Ch g onging to that
exterior caste of leather-workers whose touch is polluting to
caste Hindus, are here cultivators tilling the land.

chamarre, obs. form of CHIMER.

chamasite (‘'kemosait). Min. An alloy of iron
and nickel found in meteorites.

1868 DaNA Min. (1880) 16 Reichenbach has named the
alloy of iron and nickel .. Chamasite.

chamayle, obs. form of cAMEL sb.

i'chambellan. {F.:—earlier chamberlanc,
chambellanc, a. OHG. chamarlinc, f. OHG.
chamara.] The French form of CHAMBERLAIN,
used as a foreign title.

1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4724/t The Grand Chambellan was
seized with a.. Fever. liz; R. WaRD Tremaine I. xxxv. 286
A stiff German chambellan, in a full suit of buckram.

chambelot, obs. form of cAMLET.

chamber (‘tfermba(r)), sb. Forms: 3-5
chaumbre, 3-7 chambre, 4 chaumber, 4-
chamber. Also ch bir, -bur, -byr, chawmbire,
chambir, -bere, chanbur, 5 chambyr(e,
chawmbyr, chaunber, -bour, -byr, - chamer,
chawmere, caumbre, 5-6 chambur, 6 chamboure,
7 chambor, camber. Also Sc. 4-5 chamur,
chalmir, 4-7 chalmer, 5-6 chawmer, 6 chalmyr, 8
chamer, 8-9 chaumer. [a. F. chambre (= Pr.
cambra, Sp. camara, It. camera):—L. camera,
camara, in Gr. xapdpa vaulted chamber; prob. f.
Aryan root kam- to curve, bend. The sense
underwent progressive generalization in late L.
and Romanic.]

L A room (in a house).

1. a. A room or apartment in a house; usually
one appropriated to the use of one person; a
private room; in later use esp. a sleeping
apartment, a bedroom. (Now, in standard
English, confined chiefly to elevated style; in
colloq. use replaced by room. Cf. BEDCHAMBER.)
But in U.S. in more general use; and in some
English dialects, = the ‘parlour’ or better room,

Victoria Street, Westminster, London, .

4. a. A hall appropriated to the meetings of a
deliberative, legislative, or judicial body.

c 1843 in Dom. Archit. 111. 79 The parlement chambre &
paynted chambre. 1714 Lond. Gaa. No. 5254/2 The Lords
..and others..met..in..the Painted Cfnmber. 1818
Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I1. 424 Judgement was., reversed in
the Exchequer Chamber. 1839 THIRLWALL Greece I11. 326
The multitude thet surrounded the doors of the council
chamber.

b. A judicial or deliberative assembly or body;
2 camera. Now esp. one of the ‘houses’ or
divisions of a legislative body, as the French
‘chamber of deputies’; so ‘the upper chamber’,
‘the popular chamber’, phrases applied to the

Houses of Lords and Commons respectively.
[c 3328 E.E. Allit. P. B. 1586 Ho herde hym chyde to pe
chambre.] ¢ 1400 Apol. Loll 12 bis pat pe pope reseruip to
himsilf, & to pe chaumbre. 11?9 PUTTENHAM Eng. Poesie 1.
viii. (Arb.) 32 Frauncis the Frenche king made Sangelais,
Salmonius, Macrinus, and Clement Marot of his priuy
Chamber. 1680 Lond. Gaz. No. 1508/3 The Chamber of
Poisom is now going to take in hand the affair of the Duke
of Luxembusgh. 3848 S. AusTiN Ranke's Hist. Ref. L. 135
The Imperial Chamber..had closed its sittings in June.
1848 W. H. KevLvLy tr. L. Blanc’s Hist. Ten. Y. 1. 387 The
chambers.. . attempted to deal with this important prablem
..The discussion in the chamber of uties. 1850
LyTTON Misc. Prose Whs. 11. 109 (Ho pe) To implicate not
individual peers, but the Uppero(%hlm t itself as well as the

Throne. 1863 H. Cox Imstit. 1. vii. 88 The chamber not
elected by the people. .
¢. Chamber of C ce: a board organized

to protect the interests of commerce in a town or
district; so Chamber of i

1788 BURNS Ep. Creech, The brethren o’ the C
Chaumer. 3862 ANsTeED Channel Isl. 1v. xxiv. (ed. 2) 556
There are Chambers of Commerce in both islands. 1
EMERsON Soc. & Solit., Dom. Life Wks. (Bohn) I1L. 44 Not
in senates, or courts, or Chambers of Commerce, but in the
dwelling-house must the true character..of the time be
consulted.

d. in STAR-CHAMBER, CASTLE-CHAMBER, etc.

e. chamber of horrors: see HORROR sb. 5.

5. The place where the funds of a government,
corporation, etc. are (or were) kept,.and where
all moneys due to it are received; chamberlain’s
office; treasury. [A common sense of med.L.
camera.)




CHAMBER

1632 MassiNGer City Mad. 1v. ii, My private house, in
crammed abundance, Shall prove the Chamber of the City
poor. 1655 FuLLer Ch. Hist. X. iv. §21 We mention not the
large sums bequeathed by him [Thos. Sutton] to poor, to
prisons, to colleges, to mending highways, to the chamber of
London. r7x1 LutTrerL Brief Rel. (1857) VI. 695 There
was remaining in the chamber of London of the charity
mony gathered for them upwards of 2000f. 1727-S1
Cuameers Cyel., The chamberlain of London keeps the city
money, which is laid up in the chamber of London, an
apartment in Guildhall. 1823 Act ¢ Geo. IV. ¢. 50 §107 (for
rébuilding London Bridge). The monies..shall be from
time to time paid into the Chamber of the City of London.

{= med.L. camera, F. chambre] A
province, city, etc., directly subject, and
yielding immediate revenue to the king; more
loosely: Capital, metropolis, royal residence;

?royal port or dockyard,

1558 Fardle Facions 1. iv. 46 Garama, the chicfe citic, and
as we terme it, the chambre of the king. 1610 HoLLAND
Camden's Brit. (1637) 421 {D.) London..the seat of the
British Empire, and the kings of Englend’s chamber. 1631
WEeEVER Anc. Fun. Mon. 608 This his Citie of Maldon, then
the chamber of his kingdome. 1644 HoweLL Engl. Tears
Ded., To my Imperial Chamber, the Citie of London.
c 1648 — Lett. (1650) 196 Huge Reets of Men of War.. do
daily sail on our seas, and confront the Kings chambers.
1699 in Col. Rec. Penn. 1. 564 Those places calied the king’s
chambers, where shipps of warr are numerous.

7. a. The hangings or furniture of a chamber.
? Obs.

1612 W. TRAVERS Supplic. Privy Counsel, To unfold this
tapestry, and to hang up the whole chamber of it. 1848
StepHEN Laws Eng. 11. 212 Her apparel and bedroom
furniture, (called the widow's chamber) was first set aside
for her own use. 1859 TurneR Dom. Archit. I{1. {ii. 62 The
purchase of a ‘chamber’, a *halling’, that is, the necessary
hangings for those apartments.

b. euphem, for CHAMBER-POT, Q.V.

1922 Jovce Ulysses 755 Wheres the chamber gone. 1961
F. G. Cassipy Yamaica Talk v. 85 ‘Chamber-pot’ has been
abbreviated to Chamber.

II. An enclosed space, cavity, etc.

8. An enclosed space in the body of an animal
or plant; as e.g. the ventricles of the brain; the
anterior and posterior chambers of the eye; the
chambers or compartments of a shell, etc.

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P.R. 111. ix. (Tollem. MS.), In pe
moste subtil chambris of pe brayne [in subtslissimis cerebri
ventricufis). Ibid. v. xxxvi. (1495) 150 In the herte of a beeste
.. ben two chambres. 1774 GoLpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) VI,
219 The first cavity, or chamber, of the brain, is filled with
.. spermaceti. 1831 BREWSTER Opticy xxxv. 288 The two
parts into which the iris divides the eye are called the
anterior and the posterior chambers. 1866 ARGyLL Reign
Law v. {ed. 4) 240 The nectar chambers of long tubular
flowers. 1882 VINES Sachs’ Bot. 455 Hollow chambers
which extend from base to apex. .

9. a. An artificial space, cavity, or room for
various purposes;. an enclosed space or
compartment in a piece of mechanism, etc,

E.g. An underground cavity for holding powder and
bombs, called also powder-chamber, bomb-chamber; the space
enclosed between the gates of a canal lock; the part of a
pump in which the plunger or piston works; and in many
specific applications in arts and manufactures.

1769 FALCONER Dict. Marine ( '1128 , Corps de pompe, the
chamber of a pump. 1811 A, T. %‘HOMSON Lond. Disp.
(1818) 8 Into a chamber lined with sheet lead .. water is
poured. 1825 ). NicnoLsoN Operat, Mechanic 175 The
steam is conveyed..into the upper chamber of the upper
box. 1837 HT. MARTINEAC Soc. /fmn. 11. 196 Our boat won
the race, and we bolted . . into the chamber of the first lock.
1879 Cassell's Techn. Educ. IV. 74/2 These tubes terminate
in a small chamber. .

b. A concave part leaving a hollow space
undesneath.

attrib. in open-chamber panel in a saddle, the panel or
padded part so stuffed as to allow a current of air to pass
between the saddle and the horse’s back.
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c. That part of the bore of a gun in which the
charge is placed (in many obsolete types of
ordnance, esp. mortars and howitzers, of
smaller diameter than the bore, but now a space
of larger diameter: see quot. 1879); in old
revolvers, each of the barrels, and in new, each
of the compartments of the breeching which
contain the charge. .

1627 CAPT. SMITH Seaman’s Gram. xiv. 66 In a great
Peece we call that her Chamber so far as the powder doth
reach when she is laded. 3672 Compl. Gunner in Mil. &
Mar. Discipline 1. iv. 5. 1742 Phil. Trans. XLI11. 181 That
the Change of the Form in the Chamber, will produce a
Change of the Distance to which the Bullet is theawa. 1889
F. GriFriTHs Artil. Man. (1862) 190 The bullet chamber
and bore are rifled. The powder chamber is not rifled, but
is of a larger diameter than the bullet chamber. 1874
KriGHT Dict. Mech. 1. 446/2z The great bronze gun of
Moscow . . Bore 36 in. di ; chamber.. 19 in. di L
1879 Times (weekly ed.) 10 Jan. 14/3 The use of air-space
left above and about the charge of powder in a suitable
chamber, larger than the bore of the gun, has produced the
most astonishing results.. The 100-ton Armstrong gun..
was not originally chambered.. The addition of the
chamber . .added 6,700 foot-tons..to its striking energy.
1888 Daily News 26 June xolg A six-chambered revolver
was discovered. It was loaded in five chambers, and one
chamber had cyideplly been rccentI{ldischlrgegi.

d. The cavity in a mine for the reception of the
powder.

1730-6 BaiLey Chamber of a Mine.

I In combination.

11. chamber of dais. Sc. Also chamber of
deas, of deese, chambradeese [Jamieson
suggests. a F. *chambre au dais, room with a
canopy]. A parlour; also a best bedroom. (Jam.)

a160% R. BANNATYNE Frnl. 486 (Jam.) Adam causit bier
butt the deid corps to the chalmer of davice. i73x Mem.
Capt. Creichton 97 (Jam.) The chamber where he lay was
called the Chamber of Deese .. a room where the Laird lies
when he comes to a Tenant’s house. 1818 Scort Hre. Midl.
xxvi, And then my mother's wardrobe, and my
grandmother's forby..they are a’ in the chamber of deas
—Oh, Jeanie, gang up the stair and look at them! 1824 ——
Redgauntlet Let. x1, Just opposite the chamber of dais which
his master occupied.

) A

CHAMBER

chamber-closet, a commode for invalids and
the infirm (Knight Dict. Mech.,, a 1877);
chamber-concert, a concert where chamber-
music is performed; chamber-counsel, (a)
private counsel or business; (b) opinion given by
a lawyer in private chambers (see sense 3 b); (c)
a lawyer who gives opinions in private, not in
court; chamber-counsellor = prec.; chamber-
gas , the gas, or mixture of gases, contained in
the large lead chambers used in the manufacture
of sulphuric acid; chamberhand N.Z., one who
works in the freezing-chamber in a freezing-
works; chamber-horse, a contrivance which
enables a person to obtain exercise resembling
that of horse-riding; chamber kiln, a kiln
consisting of a series of chambers arranged in
circular form, used for burning cement, bricks,
and tiles; also attrib.; chamber lad, a bedroom
atténdant in chambers; + chamber-letter, one
who lets rooms for hire; chamber man, a
bedroom attendant (cf. CHAMBERMAID); a2 man
employed in or about a chamber, esp. to do the
work connected with a manufacture by a
chamber process; chamber-mate, one who
shares the same room with another, a CHAMBER-
FELLOW; chamber-milliner, a milliner who
carries on business in a private house, not in 2
shop; chamber-music, that class of music
specially fitted for performance in a private
room, as distinguished from a concert-room,
church, etc.; chamber-organ, a small organ
suitable for a private room; chamber-piece =
CHAMBER 1ob; chamber-pitch (Mus.), (see
quot.); chamber-practice (Law), practice in
chambers and not in court, the practice of a
h, Iy 1’ 2 1 process, a
manufacturing process that is carried out by
means of a closed or sealed chamber; chamber-
set, a set of chamber ware or furniture;

12. attrib. and obvious comb., as
ambush, -bawd, -bell, -candle, -candlestick,
-door, -groom, -hanging, -keeper, -keeping,
-lamp, -physic, -ridden adj. (cf. bed-ridden),
-robe, 1-roo?n, -servant, -stll, -soot, ~-sweeping,

-wall, -wi Sometimes  connoting
effeminacy or wantonness, as chamber-
combatant (cf. CARPET-KNIGHT), -crific,

-delight, t+-glew Sc. {see GLEE], -pleasure,
-scape, -term.

1671 MiLToN Samson 1112 Nor in the house with
*chamb bushes Close-banded durst [they] attack me.
1684 SoUTHERNE Disappoint. 11. i, Thou art a praying
*Chamber-bawd, And truth abhors thee. 1841 Marryat
Poacher x|, Mrs. Phillips. . lighted a *chamber candlestick to
go to bed. x613 WiTHER Epithal., *Chamber-combatants
who never Wear other helmet than a hat of bever. a1637 B.
Jonson Epigr. 1xxii, Thou art started up A *chamber-critic,
and doth dine, and sup At madam's table. 1580 SipnsY
Arcadia (1674) 33 In the comparison thereof [hunting] he
disd d all *chamber-delights. 1516 in Glasscock Rec. St.
Michael’s, Bp. Stortford (1882) 35 For a key to Sr. Johns
*chamber-dore viijd. 160z Suaks. Ham. tv. v. 53 He dupt
the chamber dore. 1850 MAGINN Homeric Ballads 193
Eurynome, as a *chamber-groom With lamp in hand, to the
nuptial room The new met partners led. 1611 Suaks. Cymb.
V. v. 204 Auerring notes Of *Chamber-hanging, Pictures,
etc. 1647 R. STAPYLTON Juvenal 52 What giv'st thou to my
lord Cossus his *Chamber-keepers? 1375 BARBOUR Bruce v.
580 A *chaimir page thar vith him jeid. 1774 M. MACKENZIE
Maritime Surv. Introd. 13 The *Chamber-performances of
Map-sellers and Drawers, who . . never saw any of the Places

1888 Saddler’s Price List, Best full shaftoe, suitable for
India, with open chamber panel. B

10. +a. A detached charge piece in old
ordnance to put into the breech of a gun. Obs.

14658 in Paston Lett. qzs. 111, 436, ij. handgonnes, iiij
chambers for gonnys..ltem, a stokke gonne with iij.
chambers. 1481-90 Howard Househ. Bks. (1841) 23, 1j, lytel
broken goonys and three chambers to them. 1627 CAPT.
SMITH Seaman's Gram. xiv. 66 Chambers is a charge made
of brasse or iron, which we use to pur in at the britch of a
sling or murtherer, conteining just so much powder as will
driue away the case of stones or shot. 1867 SMyTH Sailor's
Word-bk., Murderer, small pieces of ordnance which were
loaded ?\f shifting metal chambers placed in the breech,

1+b. Name given in 16-17th ¢. to a piece of
ordnance; esp. a small piece without a carriage,
standing on its breech, used to fire salutes. Obs.
[Cf. the German biichse, orig. the box or
chamber of a gun, now the gun itself, and see
HARQUEBUS. ]

1560 Sc. Ld. Treasurer's Acc. in Pitcairn Crim. Triols 1.
%_96 oune-taking of xxx Chalmeris of pe Heid of Davidis

owris .. with vthir Chal is and Munitioune. 1577
HovLinsuep Chron. 111, 1209/1 Robert Thomas, maister
gunner of England, desirous..to honour the fcast and
mariage daie. . made three great traines of chambers. 1504
PerLe Batt. Alcavar 124 The tr sound, the chambers
are discharged. xx97 gm\xs. 2 Hen. IV, 1. iv. 57. a1627
MiopLetoN World Lost Wks. V. 190 Stage direction,
Chambers shot off within, 1668 Lond. Gaz. No. 255/3 At his
Entry into the Town the great Guns and Chambers were
discharged. 1727 Brice’s Weekly Jrnl. 13 Oct. 3 Guns and
Chambers were fired all Day.

they delineate. 160x HoiLLano Pliny I11. 344 Clinice.
Margsin, *Ch Physicke. So called, b hee visited
his pati lgnwicke in bed. 21640 MASSINGER Bmlll!‘ul
Lov. v. iii. D. Will you..exchange your triumphs For

*chamber-pleasures? ¢1630 DrRuMM. oF HAWTH. Poems
Wks. (1711} s0/1 His *chamber-prayers, Which are pour'd
‘midst sighs and tears To avert God’s fearful wrath. 1627
Be. HALL Medit. & Vowes 1. v, Satan may looke in at my
doores..but he shall not haue..one *chamber-roome. . to
soiourne in. a 1618 Davies. Extasie Wks. (1876) 92 (D.) The
*chamber-scapes, The sinnes ’gainst Nature, and the
brutish rapes. 1856 OLMmsTED Slave States 49 The
*chamber-servants are negroes, and are accomplished in
their business. 1670 EAcHARD Cont. Clergy 16, Bed-making,
*chamb and ter-fetchi 1897 st Pi.
Return Parnass. 111. i. 888 Sir Oliver, Sir ﬁnndnl. base, base
*chamber-tearmes! a 1613 OverBURY A Wife (1638) 120 He
begins to sticke his letters in his ground ‘Chlmbcr-wir:dow.

tchamber-stead, a place for a chamber;
chamber-stool, a close-stool; chamber-story
(Arch.), ‘that story of a house appropriated for
bed-rooms’ (Gwilt); chamber-study, private
study (see quot.); chamber-tomb Archzol., a
chambered tomb (see CHAMBERED ppl. a.);
chamber-utensil, -vessel = CHAMBER-POT;
chamber-work, t(a) sexual indulgence (0bs.);
(b) the work of a chamber-maid. See also
CHAMBER-DEACON, -FELLOW, -LYE, -MAID, ~POT.

1872 W. Crookes tr. Wagner's Chem. Technol. 206
*Chamber Acid. As soon ss the acid formed in the leaden
chambers has acquired a sp. gr. of 1's = 50° B. = 140°
Twaddle, it is run off into a reservoir. 1879 LUNGE Sulphuric
Acid 1. 296 At-Oker each cubic metre of chamber-space
yields 2-85 kilograms chamber-acid of 106° . in the case
of rich ores. 1903 Daily Chron. 19 Dec. 5/t Frederick the
Great, when Crown Prince, was not only condemned to
*chamber-arrest, but lly flung into prison, 1888 Pall
Mall G. 9 Jan, 14/1 He believed that there were one or two
tadies practising as ‘chamber barristers. 1669 STURMY
Mariner's Mag. 11. v. xii.Ess To know whether your Piece be
*Chamber-bored. 1908 E. . Dant Scarlatti e immense
popularity of the *chamber-cantata during the whole of the
seventeenth and the early part of the e(i:ghteenth century.
1875 Dawson Dawn of Life vii, 185 Dr. Giimbel, observing
..grains of coccolith..in ¢ sulfinc caicareous marbles,
considered them to be ‘*chamber casts’ or of organic origin.
1846 J. LINDSAY Let. in Tytler Hist. Scot. (1864) I11. 3';1’\'e
cardinal’s *chalmer child. ¢ 1§68 MURRAY in H. Campbell
Love-lett. Mary Q. Scots App. 48 Dalgleishe, chalmer-child
to my Lord Bothwell, wes takin, and the box and letteris

uilk he brought out of the castell. 1836 Musical Libr.

uppl. L. 19 The .. Soirées Musicales established at Paris . .

robably suggested the *Chamber Concerts. 1631 SHAKs.

int. T. 1. 1. 237, 1 haue trusted thee With all.. My
*Chamber-Councels. 1691 Woop Ath. Oxon. 11. 107 Selden

..gave sometimes Chamber-Counsel, and was ar
conveyance. 3880 GROTE Greece 11. Ixii. VIII. 25 His silent
i in itical and judicial deb as a sort of

chamber-counsel, was highly a preciated. 171X STEELE
Spect. No. 2 P6 He is. . among Divines what a *Chamber-

Counsellor is among Lawyers. 1879 LuNce Suplhuric Acid
I. 331 If..a straight tube is i d..into the draugh
all 1V, 125

ipe taking away the *“chamber-gas. 1950
I;'Ee gang of *chamberhands who usually dawdle along
behind me. x WesiLey Whas. (1872) X1V, 268 Those who .
cannot afford this {ridin ], may use a *chamber-horse.

§-6 Topp Cycl. 1. 248?2 The difference between riding

1878 BROWNING La Saisiaz 16 The chamb i s

open.

p;.‘i. Special comb., chamber acid, sulphuric
acid in the condition and of the strength at
which it is removed from the lead chambers;
chamber arrest, confinement in one’s room
under arrest; chamber-barrister, a barrister
who confines himself to chamber-practice;
1 chamber-bored a., of a piece of ordnance,
having a chamber of different bore from that of
the piece; chamber cantata, a cantata suitable
for performance in a private room; chamber-
cast, a cast of the chambers of a shell;
t chamber-child, -chiel(d, Se¢. ‘a servant who
waits in a gentleman’s chamber, a valet’ (Jam.);

18;
a chamber-horse and a real one. 1948 Archit. Rev. CIII. 6
(caption) Thomas Sheraton, Chamber Horse. 1793. The
great i ker designed this ‘chamber horse’ for the
gentleman who wished his riding exercise regardless of the
weather. ax884 KNIGHT Dict. Mech. Suppl., *Chamber
Kiln, a brick or tile kiln in compartments; sometimes
caﬁnble of being heated in succession. 1903 Encycl. Brit.
XXVIi. 630 The kilns most ly employed day
g?‘r burning Portland cement] sre ‘chamber kilns’. 1921
1. Occup. Terms (1927) § 092 Chamber kiln man (cement);
..regulates mgg‘l'y of gas in chamber kilns. 1889 GreTTOoN
Memory’s Harkback 157 Sugden became *chamber Iad to a
conveyancer, where he ﬁicked up the foundation of his law
knowledge. 1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 1. 1m1. 74 The
*Chamber-men .. put on their Cardinalitial habits. 1884
HiccinsoN Com. gm: about Wom. xlii. 173 [She] has her
pillow smoothed and her curtains drawn, not by a
chambermaid, but by a chamberman. 192z Dict. Occup.
11‘.'3"‘&, (192‘_7) § 1 48 Chamber mon (white lead); makes white
e: 4 p 3 B

1

1886 Hist. Univ.



CHAMBER

Oxford 22 His *chamber mates and class mates.

1779
Jounson L.P., Milton Wks. (1816) g2 He was a * b

3

chamber-dekyns of sense 1 were named from living in their
own chambers, or, as those of sense 2 were, from keeping the

milliner and measured his commodities only to his friends.
a 1789 BurNey Hist. Mus. 111. Introd. 9 *Chamber Music
such as cantatas, single songs, solos, trios, etc. 1880 GRovE
Dict. Mus. s.v. 332. 1706 Lond. Gaz. No. 4250/5 Three
*Chamber-Organs to be sold. 1852 SErDEL Organ 32 Organs
..tuned either in the so-called *chamber-pitch..or in the
choir-pitch, which was 2 whole tone higher. 170q STeeLE &
App, Tatler No. 1o1 P1 A Lawyer who leaves the Bar for
*Chamber-Practice. cl76d5 BURKE Popery Laws Wks. 1X.
336 Chamber practice, and even private conveyancing . . are
prohibited to them. 1879 LUNGE Sulphuric Acid 1. 302 A
very important assistance in judging of the *chamber-
process s afforded by glass windows or sights. 1881 CisT
Cincinnati 204 Burley & Lyford.. msnufacture *chamber
sets. 1858 Texas Almanac (Advt.), Parlor and Chamber sets.
1895 Montgomery Ward Catal. 535/2 English decorated
Chamber set. . consists of wash bowl and pitcher, chamber
and cover, mug and soap dish. ¢ 161X CHAPMAN [fiad xiv.
287 Thou hast a *chamber-stead, Which Vulcan .. contriv’d
with all fit secrecy. 1618 —— Odyss. xx111. 270 The bed That
stands within our bridal chamber-sted. 1588 Nomenciator
(N.) *Chamber-stool. 1608 WirnaL Dict. 205 (N.} A
chamberstoole or pot, lasanum et scaphium. 1868 M.
PATTISON Academ. Org. 254 In the study of the classics
.. *chamber-study must afways be .. superior to any courses
of..lectures. 1893 Funk’s Stand. Dict., *Chamber tomb.
1929 A. Evans Shaft Graves 69 The rock-cut Chamber

ombs with their dromoi..themselves reflect a form
already known in Crete in the age preceding the conquest.
1982 CHILDE & SimpsoN Anc. Monum. Scotl. 18 Another
class of chamber tombs, peculiar to Orkney but having
analogues in Ireland and abroad. 18 UpaLL Erasm.
Apoph. 212b, Lasanum is greke and latin for . . a *chaumbre-
vessel. 1§09 Hawtes Past. Pleas. xxx1. iv, What he can do Of
*chambre werke. 1621 BURTON Anat. Mel. (1624) 69. 1870
‘FANNY FERN® Ginger-Snaps 20 Having done chamber work
or cooking, for such a number of years in New York. 1
N.Y. Herald 27 Oct. 7/2 Girl to do chamber work and
waiting,

chamber (‘tfeimba(r)), v. [f. prec. sb.: cf. F.
chambrer in some of the same senses.]

1. trans. To place in, or as in, a chamber; to
shut up, confine, enclose. arch.

1875 TuRrBerv. Venerie 195 To make the vermine flee
downe into the lowest parts & there to chamber or angle
themselves. 1593 SHAKS. Rich. I1, 1. i. 149 The best blood
chamber'd in his bosome. 1601 W. PARRY Sherley's Trav.
(1863) 16 Their women are. . closely chambred up. 1640
BroME Sparagus Gard. 1v. v. Wks. 1873 I11. 186 Call downe
my Neece out of The melancholy mist she's chambred in.
1818 MiLMAN Samor 346. 1868 BUSHNELL Serm. Living
Subj. 91 Chambered .. in his sleep under the open sky.

t2. fig. To restrain, keep within bounds (one’s
tongue, words, etc.). Obs.

138. WycLir Serm. Sel. Wks. I1. 124 Crist chaumbred his
wordis and taujte men to flee boost. 1542 UpaLL Erasm.
Apoph. 10a, Critias..thretened hym, that onelesse he
chambred his tongue, etc. 1644 PRYNNE & WALKER Fiennes’
Trial 12 To chamber up or restraine Iustice intra Privatos
Parietes. v7.. Will Stewart xlv. in Child Ballads iv. 425/2
Chamber thy words now, | bidd thee.

3. To form into a chamber or into chambers.

1674 DURANT in Phil. Trans. XLIV. 223 A spacious
Cavity, chambered with Walis and Pillars of decident
lapidescent Waters. 1866 ARGYLL Reign Law ii. (ed. 4) 102
A structure .. hollowed and chambered on the plan which
engineers have 50 lately discovered.

4. a. To provide (a gun) with a chamber.

1708 Kersey To Chamber a Gun is to make a chamber in
her. 1879 [see CHAMBER sb. 10¢.]. 1888 CAPT. NoBLE in Pall
Mall G. 33 Apr. 2/2 You must either ‘chamber’ or refrain
from firing such large charges. .

b. To furnish with a concavity, to hollow
underneath. Cf. CHAMBERED 3.

¢. To contain or hold as in a chamber. Of a
fire-arm: to receive in the chamber.

1835 N. J. Wyers Jral. 13 Apr. in F. G. Young Sources
Hist. Oregon (1899) 1. m-vi. 251 Building a canoe 60 feet
long wide and deep enough to chamber barrells of which she
will take 25. 1839 8. Lit, Messenger V. 97/2 My father’s big

un..would chamber five buckshot. 1902 S. E. WHiTe

lazed Trail xx. 141 Wallace's rifle chambered the 38
Winchester cartridge. 1904 Blazed Trail Stories 163
Each was armed. . with a brace of Colt's revolvers,
chambering the same-sized cartridges as the rifle.

15.intr. Tolodge in, or as in, a chamber. Obs.

1631 HEYWOOD Gold. Age1. 1. Wks, 1874 I11. 11 You shalt
no more .. chamber vnderneath the spreading Okes.

9 6. ‘To be wanton, indulge in lewdness’ (J.).

1607 Niccors Cuckow (T.), Their chambering fortitude
they did descry By their soft maiden voice and flickering eye.
1826 ScoTT Woodst. iii, What—chambering and wantoning
in our very resence! (Cf. also CHAMBERING ubl. sb. 2.)

7. intr. Of a mining vein: to open up, expand.
U.S.

1873 ). H. BEADLE Undevel. West xviii. 335 The miner
starts with a vein a foot or more wide .. then it suddenly
‘chambers’ to some size, then ‘pinches’ to the thickness of 8
knife-blade.

tchamber-deacon, -deakin, -deken, -in,
~on, -yn. Obs, [app. f. CHAMBER + DEACON,
though the history of the appellation is obscure.

If sense t was, as it appears to be, the earlier, then the

rsons so called were probably really in minor orders, or at
east preparing for such. It is probable that these often
supported themselves by acting as d ic chaplains, or

chambers of others.] .

1. A name given to certain poor clerks, or poor
scholars, chiefly from Ireland, who frequented
the English universities (esp. Oxford) in the
15th ¢, and did not belong to any college or hall.

1433 Act 1 Hen. V, c. 8 Qe toutz Irrois et clercs Irrois

di ppellez ch berdeak soient voidez hors
du Roialme [transl. Berthollet 1523 irysh clerkes beggars
called chamberdeckins). [1422-3 Act 7 Hen. VI, c. 3 ‘What
sort of Irishmen only may come to dwell in Englnnd',
speciaily forbids “cho{us of Ireland which be no graduates’
to repair to Oxford or Cambridge, unless they bring letters
testimonials under the seal of the Lieutenant, etc.; it refers
o the receding Statute, but does not name
chaumberdeakyns.] 1432 Statute in Anstey Munim, Acad.
(Oxon.) (1868) I. 320 Quum pax hujus almz Universitatis
by H !

freq turbari dignoscitur per diversos, qui in forma
Scholarium infra Univer et pracin n ejusd
extra aulas ac sine Principalibus in locis diversis l}tem et
: fand, ; harmh, ’
qui d

P B b Keny
nuncupantur, et per dies dormiunt, ac in noctibus circa
tabernas [et] lupinaria spolia homicidiaque vigilant, etc. {it
is therefore enacted that scholars must reside in a hall, or
college). 1572 in Woop, M g le. . quibusd:
pauperibus scholaribus qui vocantur chnmberde](yns ..sub
peena bannitionis ut transferrent se infra viii dies immediate
sequentes in collegia sua sive aulas ubi communia habentur.

9 In later writers it is only a historical term, at
the meaning of which guesses are made.

1607 CoweLL Interpr., Chamberdekins are Irish beggars,
which by the Statute of 1 H. 5. cap 8 were, etc. 1658 FULLER
Ch. Hist. 1v. ii. §29 The Commons’ petition . . that all Irish
begging-priests called Chaumberdeakyns should avoid the
Renfm beforc Michaclmas next. 1681 BLOUNT Glossogr.,
Chamberdekins, or Chaumberdakyns, were Irish begging
Priests, banished England. 1696 PuiLLirs, Chamberdekins,
properly Chamber-deacons, were certain poor Irish Scholars,
clad in poor habit, and living under no Rule, banish’'d
England in the reign of Hen. V. 1721~1800 BAILEY,
Chamber-dekins (i.e. Chamber-D. ), Irish Beggars, in
the Habit of poor Schoiars of Oxford, who often committed
Robberies. 1764 Burn Hist. Poor Laws 24. 1831 Sik W.
HamiitoN Disc. (1852) 412 We find .. decisive measures
taken in Oxford against the Chamberdekyns or scholars
haunting the Schools, but of no authorized house.

servant or attendant who kept the
chambers of noblemen and others attending
court, called also minister of chamber.

1461-83 Liber Niger Edw. IV in Househ. Ord. (1790) 38
(Gentylmen Usshers of Chaumbre), And eche of these usshers
to have into this court ii honest servaunts..and to leve
byhynde them no chaumbre-dekons in courte, but such as
are appoynted by the countyng house. Ibid. 44 (Henxmen),
Eueryche of theym an honest servaunt to kepe theyre
chambre and harneys and to array hym in this courte,
whyles theyre maisters be present in courte, or elles to have
no chambre dekens. Ibid. 66 Item..that the chambre
decons voyde with theyre maistyrs sauve Suche as are
assigned here to abide. [cf. 1826 Househ. Ord. 148 That no
such mynister or keeper of chamber be suffered..to have
any {adde under him to doe his businesse.]

chambered (‘tfetmbad), ppl. a. [f. CHAMBER sb.
and v. + -ED.]

1. Furnished with a chamber or chambers. In
Archzol., applied to a tomb containing a
chamber or vault for the deposition of the dead.
Also in comb., as wmany-chambered, six-
chambered. chambered shell: see quot. 1847.

1382 WycLir Gen. vi. 16 Sowpyng placis, and thre
chaumbred thou shalt make in it. 148; éax-ron Descr. Brit.
16 A thre chambred hous made of vawte stones. 1611
FLORIO 8.v. Agucchia, To finde the thicknes of chambred
};_ecces of the breach. xuf-G TreNcH Huls. Lect. 1. iii. 55

his many-chambered palace of the Truth. 1847 ANsTED
Anc. World viii. 140 As the [Nautilus] grows in size, it from
time to time builds off a cup-shaped wall upon the soft
rounded surface of the hinder part of the body, leaving as it
goes a space behind it, which is occupied only by air or some
gaseous substance, and acts as a float. Proceeding in this
way, and building a succession of these walls, there is
ultimately formed what is called a chambered she)l. 1858
GREENER Gunnery 118 Although not a chambered gun, it
will be seen..to be an attempt to obtain uniformity of
thickness in every part of the arc. 1865 J. LuBBock Prehist.
Times iv. 91 The comparative rarity of chambered tumuli in
western Europe. 1869 Archzologia XLII. 233 The
surprising similarity between . the winter huts of the
Esquimaux and the chambered tumuli of Sweden and
Denmark. 1882 St. James's Gaz. 25 Feb. 11 A six-
chambered revolver. 1982 CHILDE & SIMPSON Anc. Monum.
Scotl. 15 Chambered cairns were used for burials over
several generations.

2. Shut up in a chamber.

a1829 SKELTON Image Hypocr. 1. 1'13 Your closse-
chambered drabbes. 1710 SRAFTESB. Charac. (1737) 111,
g;]S If they lay resty and out of their Game, chamber'd; and
idle.

3. Having a cavity or hollow underneath.

1683 Lond. Gaz. No. 1810/4 A Sendy grey Gelding..a
black Leather Saddle .. Chambered for his Back. x710 Ibid.
No. 4746/4 A red Saddle with 4 Brass Nails, and Chamber’d
just by the Chine Bone of the off Side.

+4. = cCAMBERED; bent like a bow, arched. Obs.

[1387 TrEvisA Higden (Rols) 1. 353 pey [the Irish]} dryuep
hir hors wip a chambre 3erde in pe ouer ende (virgam in

even as ordinary domestics or ‘scouts’ to well-to-do scholars
or others willing to entertain them, and that hence arose
sense 2. A University Statute quoted by Antony 3 Wood sub
anno 1432 mentions alicus scholari, sive alicujus scholaris
servienti. Wood's conjecture that the word was a corruption
of in camerd degentes, i.¢. living not in any academical hall,
but in lodgings (as llegi d , belongs to pre-
scientific ‘etymology’, but it is not easy to say whether the

i parte cameratam).] 1480 CaxtoN Descr. Brit. st
Tﬁ:y driue their horses with a chambred yerd in the ouer
ende in stede of bittes. 1616 LANE Sg. Tale 1x. 67 Well
plantes the gapps with chambred iron slinges.

chamberer (‘tfeimbara(r)). Obs. or arch.
Forms: 4 chomberier, 4-5 chamberere,
chambrer(e, chaumbrere, 5 chambriere,

CHAMBERLAIN

chambryer(e, 5-6 chaumberer, 5~7 chambrier, 6
chambirer, 4- chamberer. [a. OF. cigambener
(mod.F.  chambrier, Pr.  cambrier, It
cameriere):—late L. camerdarius chamberlain, f.
camera chamber; also a. OF. chambriére, fem. 9f
the same. The two genders early fell together in
Eng., with loss of the significance of final e.}

t 1. A woman who attends to a bedchamber; a
chambermaid, handmaid. Obs.

The first quot. may possibly belong to sense 3.

1340 Aym%. 171 be ssrifte, pet is pe guode chomberier pet
clenzep pet hous. 13985 E.E. Wills (1882) 6, [ bequethe to
Idkyne my chambrer..a bed ble for her estat. 1480
CaxtoN Ovid’s Met. x1v. iii, Yris, chambrier and messager
of Juno. 1483 — G. de la Tour Gviijb, The ancylle or
chamberere of god. 1887 FLEMING Contn. Holinshed 111.
1949/2 Foure gentlewomen that were hir chamberers. 1675
Corron Burlesque upon B. Wks. (1765) 270 The Graces..
Shall daily wait upon thy rising, (And never Asian Cavaliers
Could boast they had such Chambriers). 1725-33 StrYPE
Eccl. Mem. 111. 1. iv. 36 The Queen’s chamberers, viz. Mrs.
Dotmer, etc. . .

12. A concubine. Cf. handmaid. Obs.

<1406 MAUNDEV. ix. 10z Abraham hadde another sone
Ysmael, that he gat upon Agar his Chambrere. a 1480 Kt. de
ia Tour (1868) 3o Chambreres to Englisshe men..that
duellen with hem as her lemmannys.

t3. A man who attends in the bedchamber of
a nobleman or gentleman; a chamberlain, valet.
Obs.

c1430 LyDG. Bochas 111. Introd. xviii, And though thy
clothing be of purple hewe, With great awaytyng of many
chamberers. ldargax'rou Gold. Leg. 96/ ou hast clenly
seruantes and nette chambryeres. 1577 HoLINSHED Chron.
ITI. 920/2 He kept in his great chamber a continuall boord
for the chamberers and gentl, officers. 1640 YORKE
Union Hon. 71 Thomss, who was Chamberer to King
Edward the first. .

4. One who frequents ladies’ chambers; a
gallant. arch. (Cf. CARPET-KNIGHT.)

1604 SHAKS. Oth. 111. iii. 265, .. haue not those soft parts
of C ion That Chamb have. 1322 Byron
Werner 1v. i. 404 You bid me turn a chamberer, To pick up
gloves, and fans. 1863 Mass. C. CLARKE Shaks. Char. xvii.
428 Hotspur is no chamberer.

‘chamber-fellow. arch. [see FELLOW.] One
who shares a room or rooms with another.

1580 Barer Alv. C {308 A fellowe, or companion of ones
companie: a chamberfeilow. 1 EveLyN Diary (1827) 1.
15 Come my Bro Richard from schole to my chamber-fetfow
at the University. 1706 HEARNE Collect. (xSSﬂ I. 305 When
he was of Wadham, being chamber Fellow of Hump-Hody.
1712 STEELE Spect. No. 448 [P5 Chamber-fellows in the
Inner-Temple. 1860 ForsTER Gr. Remonstr, 119 The
dspught‘:r ot his chamber-fellow in the Temple, Richard

imonds.

chambering (‘tfeimborm), vbl. sb. {f. cHAMBER
sb. and v. + -ING'.]

t1. a. The furnishing of a room. b. concr.
Hangings or tapestry for a room. Obs.

<1449 PecOCK Repr. 521 What point of chaumbring,
stabiling, gardeins, beddis . . plesith oon gist, plesith not an
othere. 1454 Test. Ebor. (1836) 174, j blake bede with the
chawmering of the same. 3480 Wardr. Acc. Edw. 1V, (1830)
130 Chamberyng off tapicery white and grene.

+2. a. Sexual indulgence, lewdness; luxury,
effeminacy. Obs.

1526 TiNDALE Rom. xiii. 13 Let vs walke honestly . . nether
in - chamburynge fWyYCLIF couchis, x beddis) and
wantannes. 1613 R. C. Table Alph. (ed. 3), Chambering,
ligh and wanton behauiour in priuate places.

+b. attrib. or adj. Luxurious, effeminate. Obs.

1652 NEEDHAM tr. Selden's Mare Cl. 82 Andronicus
Paleologus. . lived a chambering idle life within his Patace.

3. The providing (of a gun) with a chamber.

1880 Times 27 Dec. 9/2 The calibre and chambering of the

guns.

4. Zool. The formation of chambers or loculi.
Cf. CAMERATION 2.

1885 Encycl. Brit. XIX. 846 The test has usually a
chambered structure... The chambering of the test does
not. exp a_ corresponding cell ¥ of the
protoplasm.

chamberlain (‘tfeimbalin). Forms: 3 chaum-
berling, -lein, 3-4 chamberlein, chaumburleyn,
3-5 chamberleyn(e, 4 chambyrleyne, chaum-
berlaine, -layn, chamburlain(e, 4-5 -layn(e,
4-6 -leyne, chamberlayn(e, 5 chawmbyrleyne,
chambrelayne, Sc. chalmerlain, 5-7
chamberlaine, 6 chammerlayne, chambarlayn,
6-7 chamberlin, -len; Sc. chalmerlane; 4-
chamberlain. {a. OF. chamberlain, -len, -lanc,
-lenc, a. Ger. *kamarling (in OHG. chamarling,
-linc, chamerling), f. kamara, chamara (a. L.
camara, ' camera) CHAMBER + -LING. The
German gave also the med.L. camerlengus,
-lingus, 1t. camarlingo, Sp. camarlengo, Pr.
camarlenc. Comparing CAMERA, and CHAMBER,
we see that chamberlain is a Germanic
formation, kamarling, which we have received
through Romanic (i.e. OFr.); but that the basis
of this Germanic formation was itself a Greek
word, xepdpa, which German received through
Latin. Chaumberling, in Ancren Riwle, appears
to show assimilation to the native -ling in
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darling, etc., but it may have been influenced by
the L. form in -lingus. (See also CHAMBELLAN.)]

1.a. A chamber attendant of a lord or king, one
who waits on him in his bedchamber (arch.); a
woman attending on a lady in her bedchamber
(obs. rare). b. An officer charged with the
management of the private chambers of a
sovereign or nobleman.

Lord Great Chamberiain of England: a hereditary office,
the main duties of which now consist in attending upon and
attiring the sovereign at his coronation, the care of the
ancient Palace of W i . the furnish of
Westminster Hall and the Houses of Parliament on state
occasions, and attending upon peers and bishops at their
creation or doing of homage.

ord Chamberlain of the Hc hold: a chief officer who
shares with the Lord Steward, the Master of the Horse, and
the Mistress of the Robes, the oversight of all officers of the
Royal H. hold. He appoints the royal professional men
and tradesmen, has control of the actors at the royal theatres,
and is the licenser of plays.

1297 R. Guouc. (1724) 390 As hys chamberieyn hym
broste . . vorto werye, a peyre hose of say. a 1300 Cursor M.
10432 Sco had a maiden hight vtaine, bat was hir priue
chambur-laine. c1328 Coer de L. 309. Hga [the king’s)
chaumberlayn hym wrappyd warm. 1430 AXTON Chron.
Eng. cxciii, Syr hugh the spencer that was the kynges
chamberlayne kepte soo the kynges chambre that no man
must speke with the kyng. 1839 Househ. Ord. in Thyane's
Animady. (1865) Introd. 33 That the Chamberlaines .. shall
cause like search to be made within all the Chambers.
1865-73 Coorer Thesaur., Abra..a little gyrle or mayde
that attendeth on hir Maystresse, especially in hir chamber:
a Chamberlaync. 1594 SHAks. Rich. I11, 1. i. 123 My good
Lord Chamberlaine. 1685 Lond. Gaz. No, 32;6/4 His
Majesty has been pl d to ¢ i the Right F bl
the Earl of Aylesbury Lord Chamberlain of his H.

Fpr ey

4

Childhood 124 The nasuseating hangers-on to power, the
conformists to Chamberlainism. 1961 Times 25 Apr. 15/4
Letters to The Times defending the Chamberlainite course.

‘chamberlainry. Sc. {f. CHAMBERLAIN + -RY.]
The office of chamberlain.

1897 Sc. Acts Yas. VI (1597) §238 All offices of heretable
Chalmerlanries. . to be nulf. :mﬂ?, CHAMBERLAYNE St. C1.
Brit. 1. 11 iv. (1743) 2'{.6 This office of chamberlainry was

essed heritably of late by the Dukes of Lenox. 188s
. Comm. Hist. XfSS. on Eglinton MS. 18 To hold courts
ofe%liliery and Chamberlainry. . of the burgh of Irvine.

chamberlainship (‘tfermbalinfip). [f. as prec.
+ -sHiP.] The office of chamberlain.

1498 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 3&9:5 The Chambeleymhixpe
of Suthwales. 1842-3 Act 1‘ 35 Hen. VIII, c. 27. 28 Any
office of Stewardships chamberlaineshyppes,

h 11 p or ijusticeship within.. Wales.
1804 G. Rose Diaries (1860) I1. 133 Lord Salisbury to be
removed from the Chamberlainship. 1884 B. ScorT Lond.
Roll Fame 209 This Freedom was voted during the
Chamberlainship of Sir John Key.

‘chamberlet. [f. cHAMBER + dim. suffix -LET.]
A minute chamber or cavity. spec. in Zool., a
small chamber or division of the test of a
foraminiferous- animalcule. Hence
‘chamberletted a.

1862 W. B. CARPENTER Microsc. (ed. 3) 500 A ring of small
chambers (or chamberlets) is formed around the primordial
chamber. 1878 DawsoN Dawn of Life vii. 181 Small
subordinate chamberlets. 1879 Emcycl. Brit. 1X. 376
Fabularia, a fossil..in which the principal chambers are
subdivided into ‘chamberlets’ as in Orbiculing and

Ovbitolitf:. !384 Amer. Yrnl. Sci. XXVI1. 328 The division -

1798 CorerioGe Plat Discov. tg If ‘the Robbers’ can be
legally suppressed by that thing yclept a Lord Chamberlain.
1875 MAINE Hist. Inst. v. 139 The Chamberlain of the
Romano-German Emperors is now the German Emperor.
Mod. Newspr. ‘The Lord Chamberlain lengthened the skirts
of the ballet’.

Wﬁg, a12a8 Ancr. R. 410 Luue is his chlumberlinf. 138,

YCLIF Sel, Wks. [11. 165 Wommen is chaumburleyn of
hert of mon pat lufs hir. 1608 ARMIN Nest Ninn. (1842) s
Riches, her chamberlaine .. beauty her bed-fellow.

2. A steward; ta. title of a chief officer of the
kingdom of Scotland (0bs.); b. an officer who
receives the rents and revenues of a corporation
or public office (see CHAMBER sb. 5); . the high
steward or factor of a nobleman.

1424 Sc. Acts Jas. I (1597) §$42 In euerie Burrh..the
Chalmerlain sall inquire in his aire yeirlic, gif the Aldermen
and Baillies, hes keiped the act. ¢ 1460 FORTESCUE Abs. &
Lim. Mon. (17“& 131 lustices of Forests, Justices and
Chamberleyns of Cuntreis, the Warden of the Ports. 1467 in
Eng. Gilds (1870) 370 That the chamberleyn resceyve alle
maner rentez. 18536 TINDALE Rom. xvi. 23 Erastus the
chamberlayne [oixovduos) of the cite saluteth you. 1538
STARKEY England 11. ii. 182 Lord Marschal Steuard and
Chamburleyn of England. 1609 SkeNe Reg. Maj. 162 The
Kings Chalmerlane, within the Kings Burrowes. 1620 J.
WiLKINSON Court Leet 136 That you well and truly shall
serve the maior, aldermen, and burgesses of this town..in
the office of chamberlaine or genen)freceiver. xnz- I {see
CHAMBER sb. s]. 1799 J. ROBERTSON Agric. Perth 38 On the
large estates, there was an officer, next in authority to the
proprietor himself, who under the name of chamberlain,
was at once minister, gi al, and of the cstate.
1846 M<CurLocK Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) II. 201 All
officers of the old corporations, such as town clerks, bailiffs,
treasurers, or chamberlains. 1883 Pall Mall G. 10 Oct. 10/1
His Grace says the latter made unfounded..insinuations
against . . his chamberlain. 1884 B. ScoTt Lond. Roll Fame 2
Admission to the Freed should be made only in the
Chamberlain’s Court held in the Guildhall.

+3. An attendant at an inn, in charge of the
bedchambers; a waiter or chambermaid. Obs.

1887 F. James in Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) . 200 Given the
ostler and chamberlayne..2d. 1631 MiLTON On Univ.
Carrier 1. 14 [Death] In the kind office of a chamberlin
Showed him his room where he must lodge that night. 1809
PinkNEY Trav. France 19 The merited reprobation..of
French beds and French chamberlains. 1829 Hoop Eug.
Aram xxiv, But Guilt was my grim chamberlain That
lighted me to bed. X

4. attrib., as in +chamberlain ayre or eyre
(Sc.).

1805 R. FORsYTH Beauties Scotl. 1. 146 He held circuits, or
chamberlain ayres (as they were called), in the different
boroughs, for the purpose of reviewing the decrees of the
magistrates.

1+ chamberlaincy. Obs. =
(Perh. only a misprint for it.)

1584 KNOX Hist. Ref. 323 As if speciall letters of factory
and chamerlancie were granted to them.

Chamberlainism (tfeimbsliniz(s)m).  The
policy or principles of the politician Joseph
Chamberlain (1836-1914) or his son (Arthur)
Neville Chamberlain  (1869-1940). So
‘Chamberlainic a., ‘Chamberlainite sb. and a.,
'‘Chamberlainize v., Chamberlaini'zation.

1898 Westm. Gaz. 10 Nov. 3/2 Chamberlainic
‘principles’. llez Daily News 20 June 7/2 There is a
characteristic amberlainism in  the last telegram
wbli:hed in the Transvaal Blue Book, dated May 24. 1900

. HARCOURT in Westm. Gas. 11 Oct. 8/2 It was because the
country had had a surfeit of Chamberlainism. 1904
Spectator 33 Dec. 1072/2 Though Mr. Balfour fills his
Cabinet with Chamberlainites. xgo‘;: Daily Chron. 12 Jan.

/2 The chamberlainising of the Conservative Party on
;mteclion‘ut lines. 1 Ibid. 20 Jan. 4/3 The
Chamberlainisation of the party. 1942 A. L. Rowsg Cornish

CHAMBERLAINRY.

of the g of the body into chamberletted
sub-segments. 1987 New Biol. XXIV. 22 The regeneration
of a broken chamberlet in the giant Orbitolites.

t chamber-lye (‘tfermbolal, -h). ? Obs. exc.
dial. Also 6 -ley, 6-8 -lie, -ly, 7-8 -lee. {f.
CHAMBER sb. + LYE. (Cf. Ger. Kammerlauge in
Grimm.)] Urine; esp. as used for washing, etc.
1877 B. GooGk Heresbach's Husb. 111. (1586) 135 b, Take
Chamberly, and Salte, and seeth them to gether, and washe
the places where the skinne is cut of. 1596 Suaks. r Hen. IV,
11 i. 23 Your Chamber-lye breeds Fleas like a Loach. 1660
SHARROCK Vegetables 91. 1664 COTTON Poet. Whs. (176, )g
She..wash'd her hands in Chamber-lee. 1713 Lan;
Countr. Brew. tv. (1743) 296 That nasty, horrid, and
detestable Piece of Cunning and Knavery.. 1}
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Goldsmith 1 14 My mamma sends her compliments, and ::]gs
the favor of you to lend her a chamber-pot full of coals.

|| Chambertin (fdberte). [Fr.; from the name of
the place where the vines are grown.] A wine, a
superior kind of Burgundy.

1775 Si1r E. BARRY Wines of Ancients 433 The Chamberti
is generally preferted to any other wine in Burgundy. 1829
D. Conway Norway 80 A dinner and a bottle of chambertin.
1885 THACKERAY ilisullauia I. 45 ‘Quel vin Monsieur
desire-t-il?’ ‘Tell me a good one.'—*That I can, Sir: The
Chambertin with yellow seal.’ 1 H. MiLLEr Plexus
{1963) xi. 380 Now we’re sampling the Chambertin which 1
brought nﬁmg.

Chambéry (faberi). The name of a town in the
department of Savoie, south-eastern France,
used (occas. attrib.) as the name for the sharply
sweet vermouth made there. '

19531 R. PosTGATE Plain Man's Guide to Wine iii. 59 The
best French Vermouths are Noilly Prat and Chambéry.
1988 ‘'P. QUENTIN' Family Skeletons i. 4 The others had

ready got their drinks—Uncle Gene a berry because
he believed that hard liquor blasted the taste buds. 1965
Harper's Bazaar Jan. 80/3 Chambéry vermouth is made
from the white wine of the region... With an infusion of
Alpine wild strawberries..the name is Chambéryzette.
axg74 R. Crossman Diaries (1976) I11. 413 We sat and

quietly drank our Chambéry.

chamblet(t, obs. form of cAMLET.

chambmok, obs. form of caMMock!.
chambor, -oure, -re, -ur, obs. ff. CHAMBER.

chambranle (fabrdl). Arch. [Fr.; formerly
chambransle, of uncertain origin: see Littré.]
‘An ornamental bordering on the sides and tops
of doors, windows, and fireplaces’ (Gwilt).

1704 J. HARRIS Lex. Techn., Chambranle, an Ornament in
Masonry and Joyners Work, bordering the three Sides of
Doors, Windows, and Chimneys. uqaad,'sdcwxu' Encycl.
Archit. Gloss. s.v., The top of a three-si chambranle is
called the transverse, and the sides ascendants.

chambray (fembrer). orig. U.S. [irreg. f.
Cambray (see campric). 1 A kind of gingham
with a linen finish. Also attrib.

1814 Niles' Reg. V. 317/2 Twenty-four cases cotton and
woollen goods, cloths, ginghams, chambrays, shirtings,.
[nc,]; 1909 dPu{lic Ledger Philadelphia zéjune 5/7 Lawns,

24
practised in a certain famous Metropolis of putting
Chamberlye, or human Urine, into their pale or Amber
Two-penny Malt Drink. ¢ 1842 LANCE Cott, Farm. 7 Refuse
water from the house, particularly soap-suds, (which
contain potash), chamberlye, etc. 1‘77 lfaldcnm: Gloss.
(E.D.S.), Chaymerly, urine. Formerly preserved in tubs, for
washing, to soften the water and save soap.

chambermaid (‘tfermbomerd). .

1. A female servant in a house or inn, who
attends to the bedrooms. (In Theatrical phrase,
an actress of a recognised line of pert comedy
parts, including chambermaids, waitresses, etc.)

IS'LGOU?'NG De Mornay xxxiv. 546 [Peter] he whom the
Chambermaid had made amazed. a 1641 SUCKLING Goblins
1. (1646) 31 Camber maides, and country wenches About
thirty. :7638-7 Tucker Lt. Nat. (18s2) 11. s58 A ballad
tune sung by the coarse-piped chamber maid. 1849 Mrs.
CarLyLE Lett. 11. 70 The chamber-maid came to ssy a
gentleman was asking for me. 1880 LyeLL 2nd Visit U.S. 11.
216 She liked much to act chambermaid, as then she was not
expected to learn her part so accurately. 1885 W, C. Day

Behind Footlights 120 We have the . . singing cl bermaid,
to whose fi ion, loguacity and chronic curiosity . . the

di is indebted for no 1 iderable portion of its
enjoyment.

12. A lady’s maid. Obs.

xsr GRreeNE Neuer too late (1600) 43 He vnderstood b
her chambermaid y* she was at home. 1603 SHAKS. Twel. 1]
1. iti. §5 My Neeces Chamber-maid. 1719 SwiFr To Yng.
C m. \zh. 1755 1L. 11. 4 He used to consult one of his
lady’s chambermaids.

‘chamber-master. 1. A name given in the
sl;oemnkmg trade, to a shoemaker who works in
his own house, executing contracts for the
shops, or disposing of the produce of his work to
them.

1851 MAYHEW Lond. Lab. (ed. 2) II. 343 The chamber-
master in the shoe trade making up his own ials. x888
Yrnl. Soc. Arts 3 Feb. 284/2 Even in Srst grade boots, »
certain nmoun.!l los work .. is given out by the shopkeeper to

called ‘chamb ;.

2. A furrier who obtains skins from the
wholesale trader and makes them up at home or
on his own premises.

190t Daily Chron. 4 Dec. 9/2 Chambermasters and
cutters wanted for hare work.

Hence chamber-master v., -ing vbl. sb.

1881 MAYHEW Lond. Lab. I1. 353 Now, three daughters,
my wife, and myself work in chamb ing.

chamber-pot (‘tfermbspot). [f. CHAMBER sb. +
POT. (Cf. F. pot de chambre.)] A vessel used in a
bedchamber for urine and slops. (In th

an brays. 1916 ily Colonis ictoria,
BC) 7 July 11/2 (Advt.), Blue Chambray Shirts.
Guaranteed fast color. An extra wearing material. Sale
price 7s¢. 1337 J. STeINBECK Red Pony i. 10 In a moment he
was dressed—blue chamt shirt and lls. 1968 J.
IronsiDe Fashion Alphabet 218 Chambray, a fine quality
gingham-type fabric with a mottled sppearance caused by
using white weft threads and col warp thread:
|chambré (fdbre), a. [Fr., pa. pple. of Swiss-
Fr. chambrer to bring to room temperature.] Of
a red wine: brought to the temperature of the
room in which it is served.

1986 C. Spry Coo Bk. 1196 As a general rule red
wines should be served at room temperature or, as the
French term it, chambré. 1968 Harper's Baxaar Feb. 70/2
The reds. . are enjoyable chambré or at cellar temperature.
1970 ‘). BUrke' Four Stars for Danger vi. 97 Unless you
order well in advance, you can hardly ex a bottle to be
chambré'd. 1978 P. V. Price Taste of Wine vi. s14/2 Red
wines that are young, fruity and crug, should be lightly
chilled—as cool as they m.iﬁht be when brought from s cellar
—unless of course you really do prefer them chambré. 1980
B. PYM Few Greem Leaves (1981) ii. 16 The wine was
decidedly warm, rather over-chambré.

chambrel (tfeembral). ? Obs. [Another form of
caMBREL.] The bend or joint of the upper part
of a horse’s hind leg.

x7ziBMm.zv Fam. Dict. s.v. Parts of Horse’s Body, The
Chambre! or Elbow. 1951 Camaens Cycl. s.v. Horse, The
after joint, or bending of the hind leg [is called] the chambrel
or elbow. 1847 CraiG, Chamberel.

chambrelayne, obs. form of CHAMBERLAIN.
chambrere, -brier, etc., obs. ff. CHAMBERER.
chambulle, obs. form of SHAMBLE.

t }::lnme. Obs. [Cf. cHAUM.] A fissure, crack,
chap.
M 3
ch::ﬁ:o oftz;:n.'krvi:.l:‘wnym 342 Good for the chames or
chamel(le, obs. form of CAMEL sb.
chameleon (ka'mizlian). Forms: (4 gamelos,
" " 15

7 camelian, 6-9 chamelion,
cameleon, chamseleon, 6- chameleon. See also
CAMBLION,hCA;:LE. l[n. If. chamzleon, a. Gr.
xapatMéwv the chameleon, f. yaua! on the ground,
dwarf + Mwr a lion. The usual spelling down to
the present century was camelion; cameleon
being also common after 1700; in senses 3, 4
h leon is now frequent.]

crockery-trade, often euphemized as chamber.)

1570 Wills & Inv. N.C. (1835) 348 Fyue chamber pottes
of pouther vs. 1607 SHaks. Cor. 11. i. 85. 1613 R. C. Table
Alph. (ed. 3), Iordan, a chamberpot. 1698 Christ Exalted 63
Hath not the Potter power over the Clay, of the same lump
to make a hundred Chamber-pots and but five drinking
Vessels? 1776 Phil. Trans. LXVI. 583. 1850 W. IrvING

1. A saurian reptile of the genus Chamaleo,
family Chamaleonide, small lizard-like
creatures, distinguished by a prehensile tail,
long tongue, eyes moving independently, and
covered each with a single circular eyelid, but
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esp. by their power of changing the colour of the
skin, ‘varying through different shades of
yellow, red, gray, brown, and dull inky blue

(Carpenter Zoology 1847). From their
inanimate appearance, and power of existing for
long periods without food, they were formerly
supposed to live on air. These attributes made
the name famous and familiar to many who
knew nothing else of the animal.

1340 Ayenb. 62 Ase pe gamelos pet leuep by pe eyr and
nast ne hep ine his roppes bote wynd, and hep eche manere
colour pet ne hep non his oyen. 1393 Gower Conf. 1. 133
Lich unto the camelion, Whiche upon every sondry hewe
That he beholt he mote newe His colour. c 1400 MAUNDEY.
xxviii. 289 Manye Camles. . He may chaunge him in to alle
maner of coloures that him lise, saf only in to red and white.
1547-64 BAULDWIN Mor. Philos. (Palfr’) vii. 8 As a camelion

hath all colors save white, so hath 2 flatterer ail points save |

honestie. 1558 EDEN Decades W. Ind. (Arb.) 122 A straunge
beast..a kynd of Chameleon. 1600 RowLanDs Lett.
Humours Blood xvii. 23 Can men feede like Camelions, on
the ayer? 1602 Snaks. Hom. 111. ii. 98 King. How fares our
Cosin Hamlet? Ham. Excellent lfaith, of the Camelions
dish: I eate the Ayre promise.cramm’d. 1626 BacoN Sylva
§360 A Chamelion is a Creature about the Bignesse of an
Ordinary Lizard.. His Tongue of a marvellous Length in
reapect of his Body. 1648 Hunting of Fox 45 Camelions,
which change with every object. a1700 DRYDEN (J.) The
thin chameleon, fed with air, receives The colour of the
thing to which he cleaves. 1727 Pore Th. on Var. Subj. in
Swift's Whs. 1755 11. 1. 224 The camelion, who is said to
feed upon nothing but air, hath of all animals the nimbl

)

1888 G. Menrepitu Diana 1. i. 18 This lady did not
‘chameleon’ her pen from the colour of her audience.

chameleonic (komil'onik), a. [f. as prec. +
-1c.] Chameleon-like; given to change,
inconstant.

1821 SHELLEY Let. Mr. & Mrs. Gisborne 13 July, Poets
—the best of them, are a very cameleonic race. 1870 Graphic
17 Sept. 270/3 The Parisians . . chameleonic as they may be
—do not tire of their rulers in four days.

cha'meleonize, v. rare—!. [f. as prec. + -12E.]
intr. To play the chameleon; to change colour
like a chameleon.

1599 NAsHE Lent. Stuffe 51 How from white to redde you
camelionized. 1623 CockERAM, Camelionize, to change into
many colours. 16?‘6 BLouNT Glossogr., Camelionize, to live
by the Aire..or change coiour.

cha'meleon-like, a. and adv. Like, or after the
manner of, a chameleon.

lglg Pasquil’s Ret. A iv, Chamelion like, capable of any
faith saue the right. 12 SYMMER Spir. Poesie 11. vi. 39
Those that Chametleon-like are puffed up with the winde of

CHAMFRET

1. Channelled, fluted, furrowed, grooved.
arch.

1865-73 CoOPER Thesaur., Striatus, chamfered,
chane?led. 1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal. Feb., Comes the
breme winter with chamfred browes, Full of wrinkles and
frosty furrowts. 1657 W. CoLes Adem in Eden ccci. ibs A
stalk . . straked or chamfered. 1822 Monthly Mag. LII1L. 395
A harfored Pruiear it

horn, or fluted long; y. X

2. Bevelled off (as a square angle), having the
arris replaced by a plane,

¢ 1790 IM130N Sch. Art 1. 21 Chisels, and other ed
which are chamfered only on one side. 1793 Sir G.
SHUCKBURGH in Phil. Trans. LXXXIII. g1 All these, as well
as every other adjusting screw through the instr
have chamfered heads. 1863 Macm. Mag. Apr. 529 The
solid stone piers, with chamfered angles.

tools,

chamferer (‘tfzmfora(r)). Also champherer. [f.
CHAMFER v. + -ER'.] One who chamfers; spec.
(see quot.).

1921 Dict. Occup. Terms (1927} §200 Barvel chamferer;
operates a chamfering lathe, to chamfer or bevel bottom
cgge or shield of metal bobbins [etc.). Ibid., Chamferer,

ide. a1682 J. SMiTH Sel. Disc. viii. 397 Ch ! like
E?xri-thn-. 1703 MAUNDRELL Journ. Jerus. (1732) 12. 1837
CARLYLE Fr. Rev. 1. 11 111 vi. 334 He as usual will go
wavering chameleanlike; changing colour and purpose with
the colour of his environment.

chamelet, obs. form of cAMLET.

could a colours. 1820
SHeLLey Prom. Unb. 1v. i. 483 As a lover or a cameleon
Grows like what it looks upon. 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop
166 The .. meagre aspect of the plsce would have killed a
chameieon. i .
2. fig. (esp. = inconstant or variable person.)
1886 Jas. VI in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 224 II1. 21, [ praye you
not to takk me to be a Camelion. xsqlgl-mxs. Two Gent. 11.
i. 178 Though the Cameleon Loue can feed on the ayre.
1606 DEKKER Sev. Sins 1. (Arb.) 13 The Politick Bankrupt is
.. 3 Cameleon, that can put himselfe into all colours. 1616
BULLOKAR s.v., Men that are inconstant and fickle are
i called Ch 1 1797 GoowiN Enguirer 1. v.
ﬁ' 1 find myself a sort of intellectua) camelion. 1866
OTLEY Dutch Rep, 11. i. 127 He was a chameleon to the
hand which fed him. He coloured himself, as it were, with
the King’s character.

tongue. 1786 tr. Beckford's Vathlellc (1868)|38 Carathis. . like
a 1 possib

3. Bot. The name of two plants: white
chameleon, Carlina  gummifera; black
chamel Cardopatium corymb

1881 TURNER Herbal 1. Hiv a, It hath leues of chameleon,
or blacker then the whyte thystel and thycker. 1578 LyTE
Dodoens 1v. Ivii, §17 Of the Thistel Chameleon . . Chamaleon
is of two sortes, the white and the blacke. 1601 HoLLAND
Pliny 11. 124 The reason why this herb is named
Chamaeleon, is by occasion of the variable leaues which it
beareth. 1673 RAY Yourn. Low C. (¢738) LI, t94 The black
Ch lion with its hand blue colour’d tops. 1712 tr.
Pomet's Hist. Drugs 1. 41 The White Chameleon or Little
Chardon. i

4. Astron. One of the southern circumpolar
constellations, lying between Apus and Mensa.

1838 Penny Cycl. IV. 66/2 The following is the list of
Bayer's constellations .. Hydrus, Chameleon, Apis.

5. Chem. wmineral ch leon or ch, !/

ineval [cf. F. caméléon minéral), a name given
to manganate of potassium (K,MnO,), the
solution of whxch'm water changes colour, on
exposure to the air, from deep green to deep
purple, owing to the formation of the
permanganate (KMnO,).

1816 Accum Chem. Tests (1818) 461 The cnmeleo%‘i;

X

evidently formed of potash and oxide of

chamelot,
ff. caMmEL sb.,

)\ 1i{e, chameyle,
chamemile, chamer, obs.
CAMLET, CAMOMILE, CHAMBER,

chametz, var. HAMETZ.

chamfer (‘tf2mfa(r)), sb. Also 7 chamfre. [app.
ad. chanfrein, formerly also chamfrain,
chanfrain, -frin, ‘a chanfering or a channel,
furrow, hollow gutter, or streake in stone-
worke, etc.' (Cotgr.), f. OF. chanfraindre to
CHAMFER. It is possible that the Fr. chamfrain
directly gave the Eng. CHAMFERING, and that
from this, taken as a vbl. sb., chamfer vb. and sb.
were educed.

The connexion of the two senses is unexplained; sense 1
appears to be the earlier (cf. the vb. and derivatives).

(Gwilt, Archit. 928, cites sense 2 from a MS. of 1475, but
apparertly in error.)}

t1. A small groove, channel, gutter, furrow,
such as may be cut in wood or stone. Obs.

1601 HoLLAND Pliny I. 442 The Alexandrine Figs are of
the blacke kind, hauing a white rift or chamfre. xﬂy _
Amm. Marcell. xx111. iv. zzéAn yron full of chemfers and
teeth [mul2ifido ferro). 1664 EvELYN Silva (1776) 197 Those
gre(ty undulations and chamfers which we so frequently

nd in divers woods. 1708 KeRsey, Chamfer or Chamfret, »
small Gutter, or Furrow upon a Pillar, etc. .

2. The surface produced by bevelling off a
square edge or corner equally on both sides; if
made concave, it is called a hollow or concave
chamfer,

[Not in PuiLirs, BLount, Kersev, BaiLey, JOHNSON, or
Toop.) 1842-76 GwiLT Archit. Gloss., Chamfer, the arris of
anything originally n'?ht-ungled cut aslope or bevel. 1851
RuskiN Stomes Ven. I. xxii. §8 You may see the straight
chamfer on most lamp-posts, and pillars at railway stations,
it being the easicst to cut: the concave chamfer requires
more care, and occurs generally in well finished but simple
architecture. 1851 TURNER Dom. Archit. 11. ii 30 It has a
tound moaulding instced of the hollow chamfer. 1870 F.
VYn.s?N Ch. Lindisf. 82 The jambs are square, with a slight

Roscok Elem. Chem. 234 Hence its common name of
mineral chamelion. 1873 WiLLIAMSON Chem. (cd. 3) §19.

is change of colour obtained for the salt the name minera
chameleon.

6. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., as
chameleon fare, hue. b, quasi-adj. Resembling
the chameleon, chameleon-like.

2687 DryDEN Hind & P. 111. 788 Canscience is then your
plea..But yours is much of the cameleon hue, To change
the dye with every different view. 1793 HoLcROFT tr.
Lavater's Physiogn. xxix. 143 Such cameleon minds can be
at one great, at h ible. 1837
HawTHORNE Twice Told T. (18}12) 419 A chameleon spint,
with no hue of its own. 1840 Hoop &ilmarue xxiii,
very first draught of vital air, It was not the common
chameleon fare. 1886 Miss MuLock J. Halifax 231 Her
chameleon power of seizing and sunning herself in the
delight of the moment. R R

c. Comb., as chameleon fly, a dipterous insect,
Stratiomys ch leon; ch 1 grass, the
striped variety of Phalaris arundinacea or other
grasses; chameleon moth, a S. African noctuid
moth, Actza chamaleon, of extreme variability
in colour; chameleon silk, tulle (see quots.).
Also, CHAMELEON-LIKE.

1598 GERARD Herbal 1. xix. §2. 25 Gramen striatum, or
Gramen pictum: in English the Furrowed grasse, the white
Chameleon Y‘m' or straked grasse. 1802 BINGLEY Anim.
Biog. (1813) 11. 319 The chamsleon fly . . is one of our most
common (wo—wmgﬁt insects, 1848 in T. Graham Chem.

Rep. & Mem. 230 The shot ailk stuffs known as chameleon
silks. 1896 Daily News 14 Nov. 6/5 One of the latest
novelties in ball dresses is the chameleon tulle, of

. 1881 Mech. §346.

3. (See quot.)

188¢ F. BRiTTeN Watch & Clockm. so The chamfering

Eogl w;:h. which the aris is removed is often spoken of as a
chamter .

chamfer (‘tfemfy(r)), v. Also 6 chamfure,
chaunfer, 7 ch pher, chanfer. [see prec. sb.
OF. had chanfraindre, pa. pple. chanfraint;
mod.F. has chanfreiner, to chamfer. The latter
element of OF. chanfraindre appears to be
Jfraindre:—L.. frangére to break; and the whole
may be cantum frangere, chant fraindre, to break
the edge or side (less likely champ fraindre to
break the field).)

1. trans. To channel, flute, furrow.

1868-73 [sce CHAMFERED). 18598 FLORIO, Incanellare. . to
chamfure or make hollow. 3601 HoLLAND Pliny 1. 385 The
said stone or kernell of the Date . . along the back hath a cut
or deelg slit chamfered in (as it were) between two pillowes.
1620 DAvies Past. to W. Browne, Looke how breme Winter
chamfers Earths blecke face. 1708 Kersey s.v., The Stalks
of certain Plants are..said To be Chamfer'd, when they
have Marks upon them like such Furrows. 1820 MaIr
Tyro's Dict. (ed. 10) 374 Strio. . to chamfer timber or stone.

2. To cut away or reduce (a square edge or
arris) 30 as to replace it by a plane surface with
two oblique angles; to bevel away, off.

1688 R. HoLME Armoury 511. 111/1 Champher is 10 take
the square edge of a stone off Bevile ways. 1 HERSCHEL
in Phel. Trans. XC. 48 The holes . . are chamferred away on
the under side. 1 -FREEMAN Archit. 44 Beauty and

d of
veils of different colours laid over each other.

chameleon, v. nonce-wd. (f. prec. sb.] trans.
To cause to change its hue like a chameleon.

con alike would suggest chamfering or rounding off
the angles. 1881 RUSKIN Stomes Ven. 1. xxii. §8 An
ampurated corner is said to be chamfered.

chamfered (‘tfemfad), ppl. a. [f. prec.]

; 8 bolt facer or nut facer..who feeds and
p tall d lathe on which beve! of nuts
and round end of bolts are formed.

chamfering (‘tfemfony), vbl. sb. [see CHAMFER
v. and sh.: possibly chamfering is the earliest
word, and directly ad. F. chamfresn, -frin.]

t1. Channelling, fluting, grooving; concr. =
CHAMFER sb. 1. Obs.

1868-73 CooPer’ Thesaur., Strio..to make rabates,
chanels, or chamfering in stone or timber. 1580 HoLLyBAND
Treas. Fr. Tong, Caneler, 1o make rabates, chanels, a
chaunfering in Stone or Timber. 1621 CORYAT Crudities 24
The roofe..vaulted with very sumptuous frettings or
chamferings. 1 J. Harris Lex. Techn. s.v. Corniche, The
Composite [Pillar] . - with its Chaqnels or Chamferings.

2. The bevelling of a right-angled edge; a
cutting aslope; concr. = CHAMFER sb. 2.

1727-3x Bawgy 11, Chamfering, chamfraining (in
Carpentry, etc.) is the cutting the edge or end of anything
aslope or bevel, 318sx Ruskin Stones Ven. 1. xvi. §o The
splaying or chamfering of the jamb of the larger door.

3. Comb., as chamfering-bit, a boring-bit used
with a brace to chamfer holes to receive the
heads of screws; chamfering lathe (see quot.);
chamfering machine, ‘a machine for bevelling
the ends of staves after being set in a cask’
(Knight Dict. Mech. Suppl. a 1884);
chamfering-tool, a saddler’s tvo} for paring
down the edges of leather.

1880 BaReT Alv. C 310 To make chamfering rabates, or
chanels in stone or timber. 21877 KNIGHT Dict. Mech.,
Chamfering-bit, -tool. l“: F. Brirren Watch & Clackm.
83 Marked.. with a pointed drill or chamfering tool. 192t
Dict. Occup. Terms (1927) §200 A chamfering lathe, to
{ch-n’ifer or bevel bottom edge or shield of metal bobbins
etc.).

t'chamfery, a. or adv. Obs. rare-!. [f.
CHAMFER + -Y.] Chamfer-wise, channel-wise.

1883 STANYHURST Poems (Arb.) 137 With rent rocks
chamferye sharded.

‘chamfrain, ~fron. arch. Also 5 shawfron,
shamfron, 6 chaufrayne, 7 -frain, 9 chamfrain,
~fron, (champfrein); see algo CHAFFRON and its
variants. {a. OF. chaufrain, chanfrain (Cotgr.
has both), in mod.F. chanfrein, of unknown
origin. (Certainly quite a distinct word from
chanfrein, CHAMFER.) The corruptions
CHEVERONNE and CHIEFFRONT occur in 15th and
16th c.]

The frontlet of a barded or armed horse.

1468 Mann. & Househ. Exp. 287 To hym that made the
shawfron, iiijs. i)d. Ibid. 288 shamtron. 1830 PALSGR. 204/1
Chaufrayne, a pece of harnesse for 8 horse, chaufrain. 1688
R. Hotme drmoury 1. 4 Plumes, bards, chaufrains,
c-rnn'mm. 1820 ScoTT Jvanhoe ii, His gallant war-horse . .
fully accoutred for battle, with & chamfron or plaited head-
piece upon his head. 1840-8 BARHAM Ingol. Leg. (1877) 360
Grey Dolphin’s chamfrain more than once dj; ped beneath
the wave. 1884 S1. Yames’s Gas. 20 June 11/2 champfrein,
chased with a combat of two horsemen.

tcham'fraining. Obs. rare~9. = CHAMFERING
2, q.v.

chamfre, obs. variant of CHAMFER.

t'chamfret, v. Obs. [? derivative of CHAMFER
v.; not in French.] = CHAMFER v. 2.

1631 COTGR., Braser, to skue or chamfret, viz. to slope the
edge of u stone. Idid., Embrasé..skued, or chamfretted.
Ibd., Embrasure . . the skuing, splaying, or chamfretting of a
doare, or window.

(These quotations show the first appearance of what is
now the current sense of chamfer.)

1 'chamfret, sb. Obs. [see prec.] = CHAMFER sb.
1. (Perh. only a dictionary error.)

1708 Kersey, Chamfer or Chamfret (in Architect.), a small
Gutter or Furrow upon a Pillar, etc. And so, as & variant of



CHAMING

CHAMFER sb., in BAILEY 1721, etc., JOHNSON 1755, CRAIG,
WEBSTRR, etc.

chaming: see KAMING.

chamisal (tfzmisz]). Also chemisal, etc.
[Mexican Sp., f._ chamiso.] a. A dense growth or
thicket of chamiso. b. = cHAMis0. )
1853 House Repr. Ex. Doc. 91 (Bentley), Traveling..is
rendered very trying by..patches of dense masses of
shrubbery known as the chemizal. 1862 Brer HarTE Notes
by Flood & Field in Luck of Roaring Camp 31870) 194 With
my hand dipped listlessly over the thwarts, 1 detect the tops
of chimisal, which shows the tide to have somewhat fallen.

¥ Bureau Plant Industry Bull. (U.S.) xit. 31 These
chaparral areas..have become landmarks,  the word
chamisal, sometimes corrupted into chemisal,.. being

adopted as a local name.

chamiso (tJo'mi:sou). Also tchamiza. [Mexican
Sp.] Californian  evergreenn  shrub,
Adenostoma fasciculatum. Also attrib.

1846 W. H. EMORY Mil. Reconn. (1848) 77 In one view
could be seen clustered, the..green wood acacia, chamiza.
1869 BRace New West 94 The chaparral..is generally a
thorny, impervious shrubbery, made up of the Chinquapin
..and the Chamisc. 1904 N.Y. Tribune 17 July, One
afternoon they located a grizzly, and ran him into a field of
chamiso brush. 1964 F. O'Rourke Mule for Marquesa 72

ere were regions of sand dunes covered with mesquite
and chamiso.

t chamite. Obs. {f. cHamMA and -1TE.] A fossil
shell of the family Chamacez. .
1799 KIRWAN Geol. Ess. i. 245 The petrifactions found in
d: are most ly, orthoceratites, chamites,
tellinites, etc. 1833 PINkerTON Petral. 1. 48g White shells,
brittle, of the class of chamites, and screw-shells.

Chamite, -itic, = HAMITE, -ITIC.
chamlet(t, -lot, -lyt, obs. ff. of cAMLET.

chammed, chamming: see CHAM v.
chammer, obs. f. CHAMBER, CHIMER,
chammerlayne, obs. f. CHAMBERLAIN.

t'chammish, a. Obs. Of or pertaining to a
CHAM or KHAN. Chammish Majesty: the Great
Khan; the Emperor of China.

1813 Examiner 26 Apr. 266/2 We think the Chammish
Majesty, and the Mandarin dignity were . . libelled.

chammydnesse, obs. form of CAMMEDNESS.
chamcemile, -mell, obs. ff. cAMOMILE.
chamoil, obs. form of cAMEL sb.

chamois (‘femor, ‘femi, | famwa), sb. Forms:
see below. {a. F. chamois (16th c. in Littré),

prob. from Swiss Romanic: in Tyrolese
camozza, camozz, Piedm. camossa, camoss,
mod.Pr.  camous, Rumansch camuotsch,

chamotsch (Diez); It. camozza, camoscio (cf.
camoscia chamois leather); Sp. camusa, gamuza,
Pg. camuga, camur¢a. Presumably of the same
ongin as OHG. and MHG. gamz, mod.G.
gemse; but the relations between the Teutonic
and Romanic words have not been ascertained,
and no etymology is known either in Latin or
Teutonic. See Diez, Littré, Kluge.

The English form chamoy, chamoi, was doubtless partly at
least due to the final -s being taken as a plural ending. The
name of the animal) is now aﬁvays written chamois; but sense
2 is still frequently shammy and shawmoy.)

6

courage and the grace Foster’d by the chamois-chase. 187,
B. Tavior Faust 111, 11. 217 Chamois-like dost thou aspire?

2. (Forms: 6 shameuse, shamway, 6-7
shamoyes, 7 chamoyse, chamoy, chammois, 7-
shamois, shamoy, chameis; also sHAMMY, q.v.)
Originally, a leather, prepared from the skin of
the chamois; now applied to a soft, pliable
leather prepared from the skins of sheep, goats,
deer, calves, and the split hides of other animals.
More fully ch S- h h 1y-)
leather; see quots. (a) below.

(a) 1878 Turserv. Falconrie 140 Of shameuse leather or
soft calves leather or such other leather as maye bee gentle
and plyauhte to hir legge. 1588 R. PARKE tr. Mendoxa’s Hist.
China 328 Hides and shamway skins very weli dressed. 1668
RoLLE Abridgm. 63 He hath cozened you, and hath sold you
Lamb-skins instead of Shamoys-skins. 1822 Imison Sc. &
Art 11. 347 Pieces of soft shamoy leather. 1827 FaraDAY
Chem. Manip. xx. §39 Squeeze it through a piece of shamois
leather. 1877 BLACKMORE Erema lii, at she had kept for
years in a bag of chamois-leather.

(b) 1588 R. PARKE tr. Mendoza’s Hist. China 334 Many
mantles, and shamwayes very well dressed. 1, LUNDEVIL
Exerc. v.iii.(ed. 7) 5 g} Buffe, Shamoyes, strige Marokines.
1611 BEAUM. & FL. Scornf. Lady 11. ii, Let thy bounty Clap
him in shamois. 1633 Bartr. Lutzen in Harl. Misc. (Math.)
1V, The king . . forthwith called for a new sute of chammois.
1693 EVELYN De la Quint. Compl. Gard. 11. 114 Shreads of
Sheep’s-Skin, or Shamoy. 1 Stow’s Surv. (ed. Stry)
1754) IL. v. xi. 292/1 Rams skins and sheep skins sold for
right shamoises . . to the wrong and hindrance of the buyer.
1714 GoLpsm. Nat. Hist. (1862) 1. 11. iii. 307 The leather
called shammoy is made also from [the skins) of the tamc

oat, the sheep and the deer. 1831 CarLyLe Misc. 1. 231
goﬁcr than the softest shamoy. 1837 GORING & PRITCHARD
Microgr. 20 A bit of chamois or wash-leather perfectly free
from dust. .

b. attrib. as name of a material.

1603 FLorio Monta 1632) 145 Plaine chamoy-
jerkins. 1638 SHIRLEY ]Pli'ru. oldier 11. 1. in Bullen O. PL. 1.
190 A Shamoyes Doublet. 1724
Chamoy Shooes. 1828
uhamo;i‘doublet. .

3. The colour of chamois leather; hence
chamois-coloured adj. Also as adj.,0of the
colour of this leather, yellowish brown or fawn-
coloured.

1872 Young Englishwoman Nov. s99/1 A delicate buff
called chamois-colour. 1882 Garden 24 June 436/1 Mdme.
Serret, creamy white, suffused with chamois. 1887 Pall
Mall G. 2 May 13/2 Itis..yellow—or, as stamp collectors
might say —chamois in colour. 1898 Daily News 26 Sept.,
Chamois-coloured kerseymere. 1923 Daily Mail 26 Feb. ©
Gauntlet Gloves. . in Chamois.

chamois (‘[my, 'femi), v. Also shamois,
chamoy [f. the sb.; cf. F. chamosser].

1. To prepare leather in imitation of the
chamois skin.

1727-82 CHaMBERS Cycl. s.v. Sha , Manner of
Shamoising, or of preparing 'hce& goat, or kid-skins in oil,
in imitation of Shammy. 1804, W. NicHoLsoN ¥rnl. Nat.
Phil. 1X. 253 (title) Account of 2 Memoir on Chamoying of
Leather. X . .

. 2. trans. To polish with a chamois leather.
collog. (orig. U.S.).

1934 Amer. gfeech IX. 236 The second verb of a sign at
Minneapolis, Minnesota, Cars Washed and Chamoised, is
said by W. F. Thompson, who reports it, to be unintelligible
to most motorists. They expect shammied. 1936 MENCKEN
Amer. Lang. (¢d. 4) 194 A large number . . give evidence of
the American liking for short cuts in speech, ¢.g. . . to chamois
(or, perhaps more often, to shammy) for to polish with
chamois, to model for to act as a model. 1980 }. Bannes
Metroland 1. vi. 174 I'm chamoising the car in the front
drive and some half-familiar face walks past and smiles.

Hence ‘chamoised ppl. a., made of, or dressed
like, chamois-leather.

1620 SHELTON Qm‘x. IV. v. (R.) Don Quixote . . put on his
h 'd and his boots.

Lond. Gaz. No. 6253/2
ScoTT Betrothed xvi, His war-worn

1. a. (Forms: 6 sh ye, h is(e,

h is, 7-8 shamoys, 8 sh y, chamoi, 6-

chamois.) A capriform antelope (4. rupicapra or

Rupicapra tragus), the only representative of the

antelopes found wild in Europe; it inhabits the

loftiest parts of the Alps, Pyrenees, Taurus, and
other mountain ranges of Europe and Asia.

Its size is that of a full-grown goat; it is covercd with
brown hair, and has horns, about six inches long, which rise
straight above the head, bending back so as to form complete
hooks. Its agility and keenness of scent make its chase most
difficult and exciting. (The ‘chamois’ of the English Bible is
probablg a moufflon.)

1560 BisLk (Genev.) Deut. xiv. 5 The vnicorne, and the
wilde oxe, and the chamois [xsﬁ OVERD. camelion]. 1598
FLORI0, Muffri, a kind of beast like a shamoye or wild goate.
1601 HoLLAND Pliny 1. 332 The wilde Shamois. 1623
Cockeram 11, A wilde Goate, Shamoise. 1704 Collect. Voy.
(Churchill) I11. 44/z The Animals called Guanaco’s,
Chamoi's, or Wild-Goats. 1728 SCHEUCHZER in Phil. Trans.
XXXV. 591 A Height, which the..Shamoys themselves
scarce venture to ascend. 1774 GorLosm. Nat. Hist. 11. 38
The shummoy is to be found only in rocky and mountainous
places. 1783 AINSWORTH Lat. Dict. (Morell) 1, A chamoise.
x?&g M=s. Prozz1 Journ. France 1. 38, | had the satisfaction
o seeing a chamois at a distance. 1871 DARWIN Desc. Man
1. iv. (1885) 100 Rabbits stamp loudly on the ground with
their hind-feet as a signal! Sheep and chamois do the same
with their fore-feet.

b. attrib. and Comb.; also chamois-like a. &
adv.

1580 HoLLyBaND Treas. Fr. Tong, A Chamoise skinne.
1829 SCOTT Anne of G. ii, I am no chamois-hunter. 1832 G.
Downgs Lett. Cont. Countr. 1. 103 A chamois-hunting ditty.
21838 Mrs. HEMANS Shepherd in Poems (1875) stz The

chamois, var. camols a. Obs. pug(nose), pug-
nosed.

chamoisite (‘[emwozait). [Named 1820 from
Chamoison, in the Valais, where first found.] A
hydrous silicate of iron often occurring in
grains,

1833 SHEPARD Min. 123 Chamoisite appears to be an
impure variety. 1868 DANA Min. 511.
chamolet, obs. form of cCAMLET.
chamomile, -mel, variant of cAMOMILE.

chamotte (Ja'mot). [Fr., ad. G. schamotte fire-
clay.] Fragments of burnt fire-clay ground to
powder and used with fresh fire-clay in making
new vessels.

1890 THORPE Dict. Appl. Chem. 1. 50z Chamotte, a
mixture of fire-clay and burnt pottery used for making fire-
bricks, crucibles, pipes, &c.
+chamoy-nosed, a. =
nosed.

1898 FLORIO, Stlo, he that hath a nose crooked upward, a
flat chamoy nosed fellow.
tchamp, sb.! Obs.. {a. F. champ in same
senses:—L. camp-um field: cf. camp sb.1)

t 1. A field. champ clos, champ of battle: the
ground set apart and enclosed for a judicial duel,
single combat, or tourney; also, a battle-field.

CAMOW-, camois-

“A. 1v. ix. 250 To

GHAMP

cx300 K. Alis. 5553 Kyng Alisaunder his armes nam .. So
dude kyng Porus, saunz faile, And comen hem to chaum
bataile. 14.. Circumcis. (Tundale's Vis. 96) In champ][c]los
hardy as lyon. c1480 Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 603 Planicies,
anglice Playn et etiam in panno nnflice dicitur Champe. 147§
CaxTON Yason 21 b, I offre myself allone ayenst viii the best
knightes. . for to fyght in Champe cloos. 1489 —— Faytes of
fight hys enemye within a clos felde
which men calle champ of bataylle. 1816 KEATINGE Trav.
(1817) I. 161 The Moors of Spain are one of the most
extraordinary nations that ever d..on the face of
nature, or in the champ clos of po!_mct.

2. Her. The field of a shield.

¢ 1320 Str Beues 97, 3 be champe of gold ful wel i-dist Wip
fif lables of seluer brist. 1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy . xxii,
His shielde.. The champe of asure wrought full craftly.

3. Tapestry. The cloth which forms the
ground on which the embroidery is worked.

ax480 Acts of Christ, MS. Addit. 11307 £. 97 (Halliw.)
The chaumpe it was of red camelyn. ‘1539 in Inv. Roy.
Wardr. (1815) 36 (Jam.) Ane coit of quhite dammes with the -
champ of gold. 1597 MONTGOMERIE Cherry & Sl 334 In
tirles dornik champ. . L.

4.a. The ‘ground’ in painting. b. “The field or
ground on which carving is raised’ (Oxf. Gloss.
An‘h.)’.’ y

1873 Art of Limms
takcs 7-m‘l laye firste a
white Leade.

5. = cAMP sb.? 14.

1673 Ray Yourn. Low C. (1738) . 66 They .. go to work
in the streets, in the next Chemp if eny be near.

champ (tfemp), sb.* [f. cHAMP v.]

1. a. The action of champing. b. dial. or slang.
‘Feeding’, appetite.

1604 Friar Bacon’s Proph. in Hazl. E.P.P. IV. 281 Lowre,
and poute, and chafe, and champe, Brings all the household
in a dampe. 1826 BYRON Siege of Cor. xxii, White is the foam
of their champ on the bit. 1843 Lever ¥. Hinton li. (1878)

28 'The very monotonous champ of .my horse feeding

side me. I E. Peacock N.-W. Linc. Gloss. (E.D.S.)
Champ, appetite. ‘You're off your champ to-day. What’s
matter wi' ye." 1885 W. T. HORNADY in Athenzum s Dec.
728/1 [The elephant] winds a soft juicy piece of it up to his
mouth, and begins a 1 d ‘ch ! ch ! champ!”

2. dial. Anything champed or reduced to a
pulp or soft mass; a trampled mire.

1825-79 JamiesoN, Champ, a mire; ‘that’s a perfect
champ’. - 1880 Antrim & Down Gloss., Champ, mashed
potatoes.

champ (tf&mp), s6.® [ad. Hindi and Bengali
champa = cHAMPAC.] The timber of the
Champac tree (Michelia champaca) in its
varieties; also that of Magnolia (Michelia)
excelsa. Also champ-wood.

1830 LinpLey Nat. Syst. Bot. 24 Magnolia excelss has a
valuable timber, calied Champ. 1848 STOCQUELER Handbk.
Brit. India (1854) 262 The productions are, oaks . .champ,

nolia. 18‘!4 1\'Ill.um Pdhﬁ-”" Cfmmp»waod. the timber
hamp an .

champ (tfemp), sb.* orig. U.S. Colloq. abbrev.
of CHAMPION sb.! 4.

1868 New Eng. Base-Ballist 6 Aug. 2/4 The ‘Champs’
enjoyed themselves in various ways during the morning.
1917 MATHEWSON Sec. Base Sloan Xix. 262 We were the
champs three years running. a193s T. E. LAWRENCE Mint
(19551. xxvi. go She's a boxer; a proper champ. 1936 ‘P.
QUENTIN’ Puzaxle for Fools iv. 26 Had the nerve to challenge
me for a tumble..me, an ex-champ! 1968 Globe & Mail
(Toronto) 13 Jan. 38/3 U.S. Open champ Gay Brewer . . had
a2 75 at Spyglass in the first round. :

champ, a. dial. Firm, hard.

175& B. MarTIN Nat. Hist. Eng. 11. 124 There is a
remarkable strait champ Foot road, or Roman way. [Martin
was a Surrey man.] 1878 Parisu Sussex Gloss., Champ, firm,
hard. “The river has 2 champ bottom.”

8 If you wil make a black vesture,
ampe of light blacke mingled [with]

champ (tfzmp), v. Also 6 chaump, 6-7 éha.mpe,
7 and 9 dial. chomp. [Only since 16th c¢. Cham
(chawm, chamb), champ, and the dial. chamble
(Halliwell), appear all to belong to a primary
chamb, app. closely connected or identical with
JAM (jamb), and jamble, to squeeze with violence,
crush. The group is not distinctly traceable
outside English: the Sw, dial. kdmsa (tfemsa) to
chew with difficulty (Rietz in Skeat), Skr.
Jambha jaw, tooth, and Gr. youdios grinder,
molar tooth, have been compared; but links are
wanting. Possibly the grot.w is an instance of
recent  onomatopeia: edgwood  gives
instances showing that cham(b), jam(b), are
natural representations of the action or sound of
the jaws in diverse and distant languages.

An ON. kampa ‘to devour, used of a whiskered animal’
(Vigf.) would not give Eng. champ; E. Miiller's suggestion of
derivation from F. champ field is devoid of basis.)

1. trans. To crush and chew by vigorous and
noisy action of the jaws; to munch. Also with up.

1530 PALSGR. 480/2, I champe a thing small bytwene my
tethe, je masche. a 18588 BrapFoRD Whs. (1848) 79 You are
his birds. . he will broach you and eat you, chaw you and
champ you. 1626 BACON Sylva §7338 Bete) is but champed in
the l\'ﬁ)uth‘w:th a little Lime. xz FearLy Tramsubst. 129,
I Berengarius doe beleeve the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
to be sensually..broken and champt by the teeth of the
faithfull. 1751 SMOLLETT Per. Pic. (1779) IV. xci. 92 That [
might be a real ass, and champ thistles on some common.
1847 EMERSON Repr. Men, Montaigne Wks. (Bohn) [. 348



CHAMPAC

This ferocity which champs us up. 1864 TENNYSON Spec.
Transl. Iliad 21 Champing golden gnm the horses stood.
fig. 1563-87 Foxe A. & M. (1684) 111. 736 Although he
did weisl understand Latin, yet should he understand few
words thereof; the Priests do so champ them and chaw them.
1644 Hume Hist. Douglas To Rdr. (Jam.) Clip not, nor
champ not my words. . .

2. trans. To bite upon (anything hard); said
especially of a horse which impatiently bites the
bit in its mouth.

1577 B. Gooce Hevesbach's Husb. 1. (1586) 115 There
stamping standes the steed, and foomy bridell fierce he
champes. 1621 QUARLES Esther (1638) Q&Thcre stands s
steed, and champs his frothy necle.‘x-lqz‘ oDWIN Enquirer
1. xvi. 156 A well-mettled horse [will] champ the bit. 1820
W. IRVING Sketch Bk. 1. 205 The very horses champed their
bits. 1838 D, Jerrop Men of Char., Job Pippins ii, Sir
Scipio—spegchless and champing foam. 1858 SINGLETON
Virgil 11. 448 Who . . had fallen In death, and with his mouth
once champed the earth. . .

3. intr. or absol. 'To make a biting and chewing
action or movement with the jaws and teeth.

1888 PHAER AEneid 1v. (R.) The palfrey . . on the fomy bit
of gold with teeth he champes. 1§83 STANYHURST Lness 1v.
S?rb.) On byt gingled he chaumpeth. 1613 HAywaArD

orm, ?&np 198 "Fo swallow downe that morsel which had
bene 30 unpleasant..to champe on. 1 Crowne Amb.
Statesman 111. 35 He has nothing but his bit to champ on.
1814 ScotT Ld. of Isles 1. xv, The war-horse .. Champs, till
both bit and boss are white. 1852 THACKERAY Esmond 1. xiii,
Horses . . champing at the bit.

fig. 158s ABP, SANDYS Serm. (1841) 318 He that foolishly
champeth upon those griefs, which wisdom would have be
swallowed. c 1648 HoweLL Lett. (1650) 1. 20 The citadel
here..serves as a shrewd curb unto ger [the town} which
makes her chomp upon the bit.

+4. trans. To gnash (the teeth), close (the
jaws) with violence and noise. Obs.

1778 ADAIR Amer. Ind. 309 They [bears] gallop up a tree,
champing their teeth. 1793 E. DARWIN Bot. Gard. 1. 91 The
famish'd brood Clenched their sharp claws, and champ'd
their beaks for blood. . .

5. To make (bullets) jagged by biting.

1645 FuLLER Good Th. in Bad T. (1841) 55 How devilish
were those men, who.. first found the champing and
empoisoning of bullets. 1655 —— Ch. Hist. 111. 4§ When the
half-farnished Souldier, rather for spight then hunger, wiil
chamg a bullet. 1678 Trials Ireland 24 Grove would have
had the Bulleta to be Champt for fear that..if the Bullets
were Round, the Wound. . might be Cured.

6. Sc. To crash, mash, pound with a pestle or
the like (potatoes, sand, etc.); to crush or
trample under foot, as men or beasts do.

1738-180% [see cHAMPED). 1826 J. WiLsoN Noct. Ambr.
Wks. 1855 1. 265 Like the red arm o’ a hizzie chamgi;g
rumblidethumps. 1837 CarLyre Fr. Rev. 1. 11. viii, The
whole ground .. of your existence champed into a mud of
sensuality. 1863 [see CHAMPING vdl. 3b.). Mod. Sc. A potato-

hamper to champ p ‘The box was champit to atoms
by the crowd. The cattle champ the ground round the
watering trough.

champac (‘tfempek, ‘tfampak). Also ch

7

CHAMPAIGN

blished in a diffe cated

¢. attrib. and Comb., as champagne-bottle,
-cocktail, -cork, -cup, -dinner, -glass, -auﬁpef,
-tweezers; also  champagne-coloured adj.;
champagneless adj.; champagne-bottle, a
strong bottle of flawless glass with a long neck
and sloping shoulders; also allusively;
Champagne Charley or Charlie, a humorous
name for a noted drinker of champagne;
champagne cup (cUP sb. 11), a ‘cup’ of which
champagne is the basis or chief ingredient;
champagne gas, carbon dioxide.

1858 SimmonDs Dict, Trade, *Champagne bottle, 3 strong
and particular shaped bottle, which has the cork secured
with wire, when holding champagne. 1872 TroLLOPE
Golden Lion Granpere xx. 341 She would pack up cold
chickens and champagne bottles. 1893 G. B. Svaw Music in
London 1890-4 (1932) I11. 111 His waist perhaps broader
than his ch bottle shoulders. 1901 Westm. Gasz. z
May 3/2, I don’t mean that champagne-bottle shoulders are
in vogue again, but that the shoulder line is not at all square.
1870 D. J. Kirwan Palace & Hovel xvi. 235 The taste of the
Prince [of Wales] for music may be imagined from the fact
that “*Champagne Charley’, and ‘Not tor Joseph’, are his
two most cherished melodies. 1889 BARRERE & LELAND Dict.
Slang 1. 235 Champagtw Charley, . . any dissipated man or
noted drinier of * fizz". The name of & song which appeared
in 1868... The original Charley is said to have been a wine-
merchant, who was in the habit of m-kinﬁpr‘umu of bottles
of champagne to all his friends. 31920 A. HuxLeY Limbo 85 A
Nut, a A:scendant of the bloads and Champagne Charlies of
earlier days. 1869 ‘Mark TWAIN' Innocents Abroad xv. 148
Well, if you don’t know what that is, give us a ‘chum&l‘gne
cocktail. 1961 S. Hatuaway Dame of Sark xiii. 199 Betore
lunch we served chnm?agne cocktails. 190x Westm_ Gaz. 24
May 3/2 A very h coat of *champag !
cioth lined with sitk. 1868 15aB. SaxoN Five Years Goid.
Gate 266 *Champagne-corks flew freely. 1849 THacxeray
Pendennis 1. xxvi. 251 Gonsiderabl i produced
:} 2 supper and *champagne-cup. 1906 GaLswoRTHY Man

of Property 11. viii. 211 There was the champagne cup. 1921
. M. Forp Let. 17 May (1965) 132, § wil .ttms you a
*champagne dinner. 1901 Dasly News 4 Mar. /4 The
refrigerant is to be carbonic anhydride, or *champagne gas.
1881 London at Table 11. 45 Never use the present round
saucer animalcula-catchi *champagne giasses, but..
tulip-shaped ones. 1888 Simmonps Dict.  Trade,
Champagne-glass, a long, narrow Sghss, made for drinking
effervescing wines from. 1882 Sar. Rev. 17 June 762/2
Eve‘gthing. .ig in favour of the 'champlgne-maken. 182
H. WitsoN Memoirs 1. 176 Her black-pudding dinners an
*champaine supgcﬂ. 1893 E. LuTvens Let, 3 May in Blessed
1

introduced, and was at length
military sense: see CAMPAIGN sb.]

A. sb. X

1. An expanse of level, open country, a plain;
a level field; a clearing.

?a1400 Morte Arth. 1226 To-warde Castclle Blanke he
chesez hym the waye, Thurghe 2 faire champayne, undyr
chaike hyilis. 147§ CAXTON Jason 125 After many journeyes
and many wayes and champaynes trasuersid. aigoo
Chaucer's Dreme 2044 A lnrg:::lcyne Under a wode, in a
champeyne. 160§ SHaKs. 1. i. 65 With shadowie
Forrests, and with Champaine rich’d. 1644 EveLYN Mem.
(1857) 1. 105 A plsin and pleasant champain. 3814 CAry
Dante’s Inf. xv. 124 Who o’er Verona's champain try their
speed For the green mantle. 1820 KEeaTs Isgbella xliv,

king round the chum}uign wide. 1832 TennvYsoN
Enone 112_And rivi d champaign clothed with
corn. 1844 EmERsON Yn{‘. Amer. (187{“)) I1. 302 These rising
grounds command the champaign below,

2. (without pl. or article.) as a species of land or
landscape: Flat, open country, without hills,
woods, or other impediments. ’

¢ 3420 Pallad, on Husb. 1. 241 In champeyne eke, and nygh
the sees brynke. 1§38 LELAND Itin. [1. 46 Thens 10 Miles al
by Ch in..to Farington, ding in a stony Ground
in the Decline of an Hille. 1673 Mivton P.R. 11, 257 Fair
Champain with less rivers interveind. 1682 —— Hist. Mosc.
i. Wks. (1851) 473 The whole Country is Champain. 1868
GLADSTONE Juv. Mundi (1870) xv. 519 A hill-country is
more beautiful to the eye than champaign.

3. the champaign (without pl.): a. the level,
open country, in opposition to the mountains
and woods; also, 1 b. the country, as opposed to
town. .

1483 CaxToN Gold, Leg. 169/1 She wente thenne into the
champeyn to a cyte named Vorulana. 1598 BaRReT Theor.
Warres 1v. i. g9 As well of the hils..as of the plaine and

h in. X S 12 Serm. ad Aul. (1681) 11. 172
A Wild beast or a Thief may easily be discried in the open
Champain. 1658 R. WHITE tr. Dighy's Powd. Symp. (1660)
39 {In the town) Bands and Cuffs are fouled more in one day,
than in ten in the Champain. 18a8 Scort F. M. Perth i,
Where the mountains sink down upon the champaign, or
more level land. :

t+4. The open unenclosed land, as opposed to

_that partitioned into fields; the moor, fell, or

down, unowned, or held in common possession;
the common land; = cHAMPIAN 4. Obs.

1888 Fardle Facions Pref. 10 Thei now..conuerted the
h ine to tillage, the plaines to pasture, etc. 1649 G.

Girl (1953) x. 189 We were offered .. a champ supper.
1969 I“? ﬁACINNh’S Salzburg Connection vi. 72 I'll have to
E.ve up that champagne supper with the polka girls: 1619

LOT Staffordsh. (1686) 101 A faint redish colour like
*Champane wine. .

2. A colour like that of champagne (see quots.);
also, a fabric of this colour. Freq. attrib. or
quasi-adj.

1881 Cassell's Family Mag. 186/2 The colours. . include . .
the shade known as ‘charn‘f‘ e’. 1893 Ibid. Apr. 394/2 The

champacka, tsjambac, champak, chumpak, -puc.
[a. Hind. champak, Bengali champaka, Skr.
champakd, and allied Indian vernacular forms.]

A species of Magnolia (Michelia Champaca), a
beautiful Indian tree, bearing orange-coloured
highly fragrant flowers; held in high esteem by
the natives of India.

¢1770 S1R W. JoNEs Bot. Observ. Wks. 1807 V. 129 The
strong aromatick scent of the gold-coloured Champac is

new col d straw calle: hampagne’. 1898 Bow Bells 3
May 441/3 Another dress of princess shape is in that
coloured cloth known as ‘Champagne’. 1903 Daily Chron.
21 Feb. 8/4 One of the colours with which women will be
pted . .is champag) Itisab ful shade of pale
straw, with a suggestion of pink about it 1903 Lady’s Realm
Apr. 761(2 That pale biscuit colour which has been known
..a8 the ‘champgne‘ shade is now described as ‘almond’
colour. 1904 H. O. Sturcis Beichamber vii. 89 Who is the
champagne blonde..next your brother! 1951 Catal.
Exhibits Festival ‘o{ Britain 1 ’i‘l Shoes, .. black patent and
h lizard. 196§ J. Ports Only Good Secretary

thought offensive to the bees, who are never seen on its
blossoms. 1773-84 Cook Voy. (1790) 1. 283 The champacka
smells somewhat like a jonquil. 181§ Moore Lalla R. (1862)
25 Blest again to hold In her full lap the champac’s leaves of

old. 1819 SHELLEY Lines to Ind. Air, The Champak odours
ail. 1839 Penny Cycl. X1V. 290/2 In Bengal the air is often
perfumed with the fngrmce of the Tsjambac. 1879 E.
ARNOLD Lt. Asia 1t. (1881) 24 Pleasant at seed-time, when

(13365 if’u Hey current hair color was Champagne Blonde.
ence (chiefly nonce-words) cham'pagne v., to
drink champagne (cf. to wine). cham'pagnish,
cham’pagny adjs., resembling champagne or its
exhilarating qualities; so cham'pagniness.

L18:4 BYroN Let. Moore 9 Apr., We clareted and

the champaks bud. lzos L. Hore Indian Love 72 'Tis the
scent of the champa’s breath. 1908 Westm. Gaz. 23 Mar. 5/1
The chief perfumes are champa, cajuput oil, [exci.

champagne (fem'pein), sb. Also 7 champane,

d till two. a 1848 Hoov Public Dinner us‘\’ou]
hear rather plainish A sound that's champaignish. 18s. C.
BeDE Verd. Green 11. ix, Similar champagney reasons. 1882
Macm. Mag. XLVI. 67 That peculiar ¢l amPawe feel of
mountain air, 1886 G. M. FENN This Man's lft’ in Gd.
!Vnrds 583 The light champagny atmosphere. 1884

7-8 -pain, -paign, (8 shampine), 7-9 - . [see
CHAMPAIGN, CAMPAIGN sb.] 1. a. The name of a
province of eastern France; hence, a well-known
wine of different varieties, white and red, and
still or sparkling, made in this district.

1664 BuTLER Hud. 11. 1. (ed. 1689) 570 Drink ev'ry Letter
on't in Stum, And make it brisk (zum aign [later edd.
champaigna become. 1676 ETHEREDGE Man of Mode iv. i,
Then sparkling Chnmgni me, Puts an end to their reign.
43688 ViLvizrs (Dk. uci(hm.) Poems (1;75) 159 French
kick-shaws, cellery, and Champain. 1697 Praise of Yorksh.
Ale, Other Liquors fine, Rasberry Wine .. and S| ampine.
1718 Freethinker No. 107 Sprightly young Fellows, who
drink Champagne. 1798 Burke .gtanity Wks. VI 413 Wits
inspired with champaign and claret. 1814 ScoTT Wav. xx,
Excellent claret and champagne were liberally distributed.
1833 C. RepDING Hist. Mod. Wines 72 Though in England
most people understand by Champagne only wine which
effervesces, this. . is an error. 1878 HAMERTON Intell. Life 11.
i. 45 A young mechanica) genius on whom the sight of a
locomotive acted exactly like a bottl; of champagne.

b. fig., something exhilarating, excellent, etc.

1893 Cricket 28 May 139/1 It was of the two Lytteltons,
Alfred and Edward, that the phrase ‘the champagne of
cricket’, was first used. 1896 Godey's Mag, Apr. 365/1 His

J S in Pall Mall G. 8 Aug. 4 A warm sweet air, light
and brigh and ch i

champaign (‘tfempein: see below), sb. and a.
Forms: 5 champeyn(e, 5-7 -ayne, -aine, (6
chaumpain, -ayne, chmnpgme, -ant, 6-7 -eigne, 7
champan), 6-9 -aigne, -ain, 7-g champagne, 7-
champaign. [ME. champayne, champaigne, a.
OF. champaigne (= It. campagna, Sp. campasia,
Pg. campanha):—L. Campania ‘plain, level
country’, spec. the name of the rich and level
province of Italy lying south-west of the Tiber,
afterwards specially distinguished as Campagna
de Roma; in later Latin (e.g. by Gregory of
Tours, ¢ 573) applied to many similar tracts, and
as a common noun; f. camp-us level field.

Taken into Eng. not in the Norman or North Fr. form
campaigne, butin that of central Fr. The pronunciation with
(1f-) and stress on first syllable is exempmeied already in 14th
<. in alliterative verse. *‘he same accentuation is shown by
all English poets from Shakspere to Tennyson and
Browning; but occasional instances with the stress on the
second syllable appear in the 19th c., and some even identify

ion with ck: as if it were from

Webster and Worcester have this

candid devotion to ‘small cold bortles’ is "unfailing the word in pr
hampagne to the i x?z‘ Westm. Gaz. 23 Junc 2/2  modern French.
You dnink in the picture... is, you invol ily cry, i

“This is the champagne of the century!’ 1963 Times 28 Jan.

4/2 But yesterday during the closing stages, he gave the
crowd a taste of champagne.

pr ion only.

In the 16th c. there arose a variant champion, CHAMPIAN,
which in the 17th ¢. was much more frequent than the
normal form. In the 17th c. the mod.F. form campagne was

Danter Trinarch., Rich. I1, 180 Mount her hedge, T’ enjoy
the Champaigne; whilst another mournes In an enclosure.
1649 Jer. TAYLOR Gt. Exemp. 11. 34 The least turfe of
haillowed glebe is with God himself }morc value than all
the Champaigne of C P o

+5. The level open country as the chief scene
of military operations; ‘the field’. Obs.

1600 HOLLAND Livy ut. viii. 93b, The armie of the
robbers . .came downe into the ¢ u'n&line {campos], and
spoyled the territories of Preneste and Gabes. loaBES

hucyd. (1822) 86 Not to haue come down all the time of his
invasion into the champagne. 166§ MaNLEY Grotius' Low-
C. Warrs 391 Philip, as soon as ever he was come out of the
narrow wayes, into the open Champayne, was p ly
inclosed. 1878 MEerIVALE Gen. Hist. Rome xx. (1877) 130
Once arrived on the Italian champain, all his trials would be
recompensed.

1+b. Hence, A field of battle; a battle-field.

1614 Raveigu Hixt. World 11, v, iii. 457 Ta wish any
second Victory, in the naked Champans about Cannz. 1615
Heywoop 4 Prentises 1. Wks. 1874 [1. 221 Your bloods these
champaines shall embrue. 17x8-2¢ PorE Hliad xv1. 959 His
bounding helmet on the champain mﬁf' 1790 Cowper Jliad
x. 58 The bloody champain strew’d with arms. a1845
BARHAM Ingol. Leg. §x877) 3&7 The sr)mn tones of a trumpet
were heard to sound thrice from the champaign.

t¢. A military expedition ‘into the field; =
CAMPAIGN sb. 3. Obs. - .

1684 Scanderbeg Rediv. vi. 142 At tended his Father this
Ch ign, to instruct himself. . in t *he Rudi of War.

6. transf. a. Open or level e .xpanse; cf. field.

1656 H. MoRre Antid. Ath. 11.iv. 0 To view those Campos

..that vast Ch in of i’\ Tater, the Ocean. I
Mivton P.L. vi. 2 Al night the dres dless-Angel .. Through
Heav'ns wide champain held his w gy, 1679 Con ent
The wide Champain, of the milky vuay. 1883 KANE Grinnell
Exp. xxxii. (1856) 281 A broad ct,gmpaigne of undulating
ce,

b. Even unruffied surfacss,

1836 Random Recoll. Ho. Lor-ds xiii. 288 The tranquil
champaign of his face is seldom t1-gubled by anything in the
shape of undue warmth or excite ment. i

7. fig. ‘Field’ (of view, o bservation, research,
etc.); expanse. .

1596-1631: sce CHAMPIAN 6. 1 MiLTON Amimady.
(lgsl) 202 10 bid you the base :L;f::;‘gh the wide and dusty
Ch ine of the C Is. 183819 HaLLAM Hist. Lit. 111,
1, iii. §33 Sweeping round the ichampaign of universal
science. 186, RS. C. CLARKE ' Shaks. Char. xvi. 379
Indicating ‘the poet’s comprehension of the whole
champaign, a3 it were, of 8 character, I81d. xvi. 392 Slowly
spreldi? in an inert ooze over the social champaign.

B. adj. (or attrib. use of b,

t 1. Of the open unenclosed country; of the
common land. Obs. See CHAMPIAN B. 3.

<1430 LYDG. Bochas v. xxvi. (1554) 1398, In departing of
chaungnyne heritages Atwene the worthy and foore.

f the nature of a champaign; level and
open; free from hills, woods,’ enclosures, etc.

[x?g-x'{‘gﬁ: see CHAMPIAN B. 1.) 1878 TURBERV. Venerie
118 Then he breaketh over the champaigne countries. 1581
J. BewL Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 18sb, You see..howe
champaine a plaine lyeth open for me. 1638 N. CARPENTER
Geog. Del. 11. x. 178 A Champain Region is a space of land

~



CHAMPAIN

either altogether voide, or scarce furnished with trees. 172§
BrabLey Fam. Dict. s.v. Surveying, To take the Plot of .. a
large Champain Field. 1727 A. HAmMILTON New. Acc. E. Ind.
[I. xxxvii. 59 The Temple stands on an high champain
Ground. 1867 RAWLINSON Anc. Mon. 1V.i. 33 This tract ..
was, compared with Armenia, champaign and level.

3. a. Of the field or open country, field-. b. Of
champaign land.

1899 MinsuEu Sp. Dict. a.v. Campal, Batdlla campdl, a
champaine warre. 1649 G. Danier Trinarch., Hen. V, cxciii,
Not as they had fought A well-fram’d Champaigne Battle.
1728 PoPe Qdyss. 1v. 821 The coursers for the champaign
sports. 1847 DisraeLt Tancred 1. iv. (1871) 22 The land ..
presents. . a champaign view. 1863 HAwTHORNE Old Home,
Recoll. Gifted Wom. (1879) 104 Glimpses of champaign
scenery.

tchampain. Obs. Also 6 -ine, -ian. [cf. F.
champagne field, ‘the lower third of the shield’
(Littré).] . .

1. Her. A broken or deflected line, sometimes
on only one side of an ordinary; it is sometimes
vairé, sometimes curved or enarched.

1862 Lrign Armorie (1579) ub, He beareth a point
champine, Or, in a fielde Tenne. Who so killeth his prisoner
(to him humbly, yeelding) with his owne hand rebateth his
honor. Ibid. 79 He beareth party per bend Champian,
Argent and Geules. Anything set in triangle on this cote,
honoureth the same, to a great increase of commendation.
1663 MORGAN Sph. Gentry 11. vii. 78 The point Champain
was deservedly due to Simeon and Levi, brethren in
iniquity, for in their wrath they killed their prisoners. 1688
R.c‘iOLME Armoury 1. iii. §83 He beareth Argent a Pale
Champaine, or enarched on the Dexter side, Vert. 1708
Kensey, A Point Champain (in Hcrn]drz) is a Mark of
Dishonour in the Coat of one that kills a Prisoner of War,
after he has cry’d Quarter. X .

2. Arch. ‘Champain Line, in omamen}al
carved work formed of excavations, is the line
parallel to the continuous line, either ascending
or descending’ (Gwilt).

champana: form of saMPaN?!, a Chinese boat.

t‘champany. Obs. Also 6 shampanie. [var. of
CcHAMPAIGN; cf. Almaine, Almanie from OF.
Alemaigne, Brittany from Bretagne, etc.) ? The
field (of combat); ? the lists: cf. cHAMP sb.!

?a1400 Morte Arth. 1822 He killez in the champanyse
chevalrous knyghttez. 18.. in Nichols Progr. Q. Ehz. 111
196 Sir Henry Lees challenge before the shampanie.

|champart (fGpar). {a. F. champart ‘a certain
portion of the produce received by the feudal
lord from land held in lease from him’ (Littré),
in ONF. campart:—L. campi pars part of the
field. Du Cange has examples of campipars,
campars, pip rtum, campart, -um,
campartagium, campipartitia, etc., etc.)
1. The division of the produce of land; hence,
a form of tenure or lease, in which the landlord
receives a fixed share of the produce; also, a
charge upon land, consisting of a part of the
produce. Still in use in the Channel Islands.
[1292 BRITTON 1. ii. §4 Mes si le seignur del arbre prenge
autri ces en soen arbre, et il sache a q1 i) sount, il iert tenuz
de les rendre, ou de garder les a cbwmr;n pur la moyté des
issues taunt cum eus dourrount. transl. But if the owner of
the tree takes another person’s bees in his tree, and knows
whose they are, he will be bound to restore them, or to keep
them upon terms of divided enjoyment for half the proht
which they shall produce.) 5:715 Asn, Champar!, a part or
ortion of a large field.] ¢ 1681 in Latham Channel Isl. 189
‘hat camparts, likewise . . be remitted and abolished. 1862
1bid. 111, xvi. 388 The land was subject to both tithe and
champart, the latter being a pavment of every twelfth sheaf
of corn, 1880 Jersey Weekly Press 23 Oct. 2/6 Advocate
Baudains .. produced the deed . . which did not state that it
[the land} owed champart. .
2. = CHAMPERTY 2. (? Only in Anglo-Fr.)
fragz BrITYON 1. xxii. §17 Ausi de nos ministres.. qi
averount nul plé meyntenu a champart ou en autre manere.
transl. Concerning vur officers. . who have maintained any
plea by champerty or in any other manner.]

champed (tfempt), ppl. a' {f. cHAMP ©v. +
-Ep'.] Chewed vigorously; dial. pounded,
mashed. '
1616 SUrFL. & MarkH. Countr. Farm 56 To apply raw
Wheat champed or chawed & long time. 1788 PickeN Poems
63 (Jam.) A cog 0’ chamrit kail. 1805 A. ScorT On Potatoes
Poems 154 (Jam.) A wally dish o' them weel champit.

t champed, ppl. a.* Obs. Sc. champit. [perh. f.
CHAMP 1n sense ‘field, ground’; hence having
raised figures on a ground of a distinct colour
and texture; but perh. connected with prec.]
Having raised figures; embossed, diapered.
(Jam.) )

1501 DouGLas Pal. Hon. 1. xlvi, Satine figures champit
with flouris and bewis. 1839 /mv. Roy. Wardr. (1815) iz
(Jam.) Ane gowne of crammasy velvot, champit like
dammes with ane braid pasment of gold. 1873 in Nichols
Progr. Q. Eliz. 1. 378 Item, oone standynge cup, the bodie
champt and cover partli christall. X632 Irv. in M<Kay Hist.
Kilmarnock 308 Ane stande of greine champit curteinis.

champer' (‘tfempa(r)). [f. cHAMP v. + -ER'.]
One who, or a thing which, champs, chews, or

8

mashes. In dial. a kitchen tool for mashing
potatoes, etc.

18599 NasHe Lent. Stuffe 25 The foure footed rablement of
herbagers and grasse champers. 1608 MipoLeton Mad
World 11. ii, I keep champers in my house can shew your
lordship some pleasure. 1611 COTGR., Mascheur, a chawer,
chewer; champer; eater. 1712 STEELE Spect. No. 431 P3
Some Name for these craving Damscls.. Trash-eaters,
O 1 ers, Pipe-ch Chalk-lickers.

A variant of CHAMFER: in both

‘champer?.
senses.

181y J. PuckLe Club §410. 77 The hollows above their
(coursers’] brows, their c?umpers. narrils, mouths, necks.
1884 H. MILLER Sch. & Schm. xiii. (1858) 277 Along the
edges of their upper beds he struck off a small rude champer.

‘champer, v. = To CHAMFER.
1788 SMEATON in Phil. Trans. LXXIX. § The back side of
the upper end. . being champered or bevilled off.

champers ('fempaz). slang. [f. first syllable of
CHAMPAGNE + -ER%.] Champagne.

195§ M. ALLINGHAM Beckoning Lady v. 83 ‘One bot.
champers— No!’ she had written. Ibid. vii. 112 She hates
champers but she’s not allowed to drink mylhing else. 1959
‘M. AinsworTH® Murder is Catching ii. 24 Champers or
something with gin in it?

1'champertor. Obs. Forms: (4 chaumpertor), 6
champertour, -partor, 7 -parter, (-pertour), 7-
champertor. [a. Anglo-F. champartour, in OF.
champarteor, f. champarter vb., f. CHAMPART.]
One guilty of champerty.

[1‘};‘83 Act 7 Rich. I1, xv. §1 Des meyntenors des quereles
& chaumpertors.] c1800 ARNOLDE Chron. (1811) go
Mayntener of quarels, champertour, embracer of questis, or
other comon mysdoers. 1881 LAMBARDE Eiren. 1v. iv. (1588)
438 A Champartour, that is to say, on that mooueth pleas or
sutes . . at his owne costes, to the end to have part of the land
or other thing in variance. 1668 RoLLe Abridgm. 53 Thou
art a common maintainer of Suits, and a Champertor, and |
will have thee thrown over the Bar next Terme. 1816 Edin.
Rev. 354 Calling the plaintiff a champertor.

champertous (‘tfempatas), a. [f. CHAMPART +
-ous.] Of the nature of champerty.

164x Answ. Vind. Smectymnuus Ded. 2 This champertous -

combination. 1868 J. T. BEN)AMIN Sales Pers. Prop. (1884)
520 Taking a transfer of an interest in litigation as a security
1$ not champertous.

champerty (‘tfempon). Forms: 4-5
champartie, -tye, 5 chaumpartye, thampertye,
5-7 ct tie, 6-8 champarty, (7- petrie), 7-
champerty. [Properly champarty: a deriv. of
CHAMPART, the ending perh. due to some of the
Latin forms, or to association with part, party.)

1 1. Division of lordship or power, partnership
in power. Obs.

1386 Cuavcer Knight's T. 1091 Thus may ye seen pat
wysdom ne rich B leigh strengthe,

CHAMPIAN

+'champery. Obs. rare~!. {on OF. type

*champerie, f. OF. champier ‘combattre en

champ clos’:—late L. type *campicare.~med.L.

campiare, Sp. ipear to be in the fizid.]

Fighting or contending in the lists.

1602 WARNER Alb. Eng. x1. Ixi. 269 Now sound they to the
ly all their Champeri qui

lusts. .most b

+cham'pestre, a. Obs. rare. [a. OF. champestre
(11th c. in Littré): —ad. L. campestr-em, f. camp-
us field.] Pertaining to the fields, rural.

1491 CAXTON Vitas Patr. 11 Some .. were nygh dweliers
by citees, and other places in champestres.

(CE. féte champétre a rural féte.)
tchami'pestrial, a. Obs. [A 'variant of
CAMPESTRIAL, infl d by OF. champestre.] =
prec.

1612 Pasquil’s
champestriall men.

champher, obs. variant of CHAMFER.
champhire, -phor, obs. ff. cAMPHOR sb.

t chimphn, ~ion, a. and sb. Obs. In 6 -yon, 6-8
-ion, -ian. [A variant of CHAMPAIGN, -PAIN,
found as an attrib. or adj. form in Ld. Berners,
early in 16th c., and towards the end of that
century also as a sb.; during the 17th c. it was
much more frequent in both uses than
champagne. Champyon, -ion, was the earlier
form; champian was perh. assimilated to adjs.
and sbs. in ~-1aN.}

A. sb. 1. An expanse of level open country; a
plain unbroken by hills, woods, etc.; =
CHAMPAIGN 1.

1589 GREENE Menaph. (Arb.) 23 Menaphon looking over
the champion of Arcadie. 1601 R. Jounson Kingd. &
Commuw. (1603) 109 It hath larger champians than Lyguria.
16x3 BiaLe Deut. xi. 30 The Canasanites, which dwell in the
champion. a 1687 PeTTy Pol. Arith. (1690) 14 If it were a
plain Champion. 1699 Dampikr Voy. [1.1. 1i. 19 With some
gentle risings, that make it a fine pleasant champian.

2. (without pl. or article) as a species of land or
landscape; = CHAMPAIGN 2.

1873 Tusser Husb. (1878) 16 In woodland, in Champion,
Ciune, or towne. 1601 Snaxs. Twel. N. 1. v. 173 Daylight
and champian discouers not more. 1653 HoLCrOFT
Procopius 11. 39 Finding all open champian about the Towns
there. 1702 W. J. tr. Bruyn's Voy. Levant i. 1 The Country
round about is all Champian.

3. (with du;. without pl.) The Ievel. open
country, as distinct from the mountains or
woods, or the town; = CHAMPAIGN 3.

1579 GossON Sch. Abuse (1841) 20 They that never went
out of the champion in Brabant will hardly conceive what
rocks are in Germdny. 3700 Sir H. Cuavncy Hist.
‘tlfrtforyxh. (1826) I. 59 Henxworth is seated in the

Night-Cap (1877) 65 Rurall and

ne
hardynesse, Ne may with Vénus holde champartie [t later
'S."maken champartie], ffor as hir list the world than may

she gye

| 4 l{ydgnte appears to have known the word only from
Chaucer’s phrase above, which he misunderstood, and took
to mean ‘to0 hold rivalry or contest, to hold the field against,
to maintain the struggle, resist’ . Some of the 16th c.
archiaists followed Lydgate in his error.

c1430 LYDG. Min. Poems (1840) 131 Folk whiche. . Dare
to theyr wyfes be nat contrarye.. Nor withe hem holde ne

champartye. —— Chron. Troy 1i. xvi, They stande full
assured Agayne vs all to holde chaumpartye. —— Bochas 1.
1, Against the h to holden champartie. [bid. 1. xviii.
832

. WaLTER Guistard & Sism. (1597) Bij, Yet mought
my frailté gainst such 10ns Make no ch 1y, nor no
great defence. . .

2. Law. ‘The illegal proceeding, whereby a
party not naturally concerned in a suit engages
to help the plaintiff or defendant to prosecute it,
on condition that, if it be brought to a successful
issue, He is to receive a share of the property in

“dispute.

a 1329 Se. Act 1 Robert I, xxii. §2 Nec terram seu aliquam
rem aliam capiat, ad Champarte, ad defendend

differendum, seu prolongandum jus alterius-extra formam
juris. 1467 Ord. Worcester lix. in Eng. Guslds (1870) 400 The
attorners . . to execute ther office. . wtout mayntenaunce, or

champertye. 1495 Act. i1 Hen. VII, c. 25 Preamb.,
Unlaufull  reteynders, mayntenaunce, embrasyng,
12 pertie and corrupci 1594 WesT Symbol. 11. §216
Mai and ch ty in sutes. 1602 FULBECKE 2nd

Pt. Parall. 48 There is no diversitie where a man selleth land
depending 8 writ petitorie of the same land, or doe giue it
depending the writ: for in both cases there is Champertie.
1788 CARTE Hist. Eng. 1V. 86 note, Sir E. Coke who being in
danger of a pr ion. . for champarty an i

being a judge. 1881 Standard 1 Aug. 5/2 Champerty is a
bargain either with the Plaintiff or Defendant to contribute
towards the cost of litigation, the price being a share in the
spoil. x882 Spect. 8 Apr. ?59. ’

b. An act or case of champerty.

31480 Pastom Lerr. 107 1. 145 To enquere..all..
mayntenaunces, champerties, embraceries..by hem..
doen. 1780 Carte Hist. Emg. II. 452 [To] hear, and
determine of all felonies, conspiracies, champerties,
breaches ofKeacc. . . .

c. fig. combination for an evil purpose.

1612-§ Br. HaLL Contempl. N.T. 1m11. v, A combination
and hellish champertic in these powers of darknesse. 1648
MiLtoN Reply Answ. Divorce s. (1847) 221 These made
the cham-party, he contributed the law, and both joined in
the divinity. 1671 H. STuBBE Reply 21 If that the Historian
had not been of the champerty, this Passage had been more
plausible.

p upon a rising Ground. 1704 Swirr Batile Bks.
(1750) i: They cackle loud and flutter o’er the Champian.
4. The open unenclosed land as distinguished
from that partitioned into fields; the moor, fell,
or down. on the top of a hill; land held in
common; a large common; = CHAMPAIGN 4.

1611 COTGR., Meze, an vntilled wast, or champian,
wherein many scuerall mens cattell runne. 1669 WORLIDGE
Syst. Agric. (1681) 13 Ad that E yields.
above the Champion and Field-Land.

b. transf. A farmer of such land.

1873 Tusser Husb. (1878) 34 New fermer may enter (as
chlm’?om say) on all that is fallow, at Lent ladie day.

5. The level open country as the chief scene of
military operations; = CHAMPAIGN §.

1879 FENTON Guicciard. 1. (1 *599) 8s After the King was
entred, he dispersed his men of warre into the champion.
1688 LENNARD tr, Charrom's Wisd. 1. iii. §35 (1670) 377
The plain Champion is good for the Cavalry.

b. Hence, A field of battle; the ‘field’.

<2611 CHAPMAN lliad x11. 29 The dusty champian, where
many a helm and shield..were strew’d. 1627 DravTON
Agincourt 87 And many a noble Gentleman that day,

eltring in gore, on the wilde Champion lay. 1640 Gent
Knave in Gr. 11. i. One of us twaine, or both .. On this cold
carth, this very Chamgion shall Offer up a crimson sacrifice
of his most precious lood.

6. A ‘field’ of inquiry, study, etc.

18596 SPENSER State Irel. 26 The abuses of customes; in
which, mee seemes, you have a faire champian layde open
unto you. 1631 R. H. Arraignm. Whole Creature xii. §5. 136
To expatiate & little into & Champian and Field of matter.

B. adj. (or attrib. use of sb.)

1. Of the nature of a champaign: level and
open; = CHAMPAIGN a. 2.

1523 Lp. BERNERS Froiss. 1. xviii. 2z There about was
some champyon countrey, with corne and medowes. 1577
B. Googe Heresback's Husb. (1586) 8b, A holsome place..
some part of it champion, some hilly. 1633 P. FLETCHER
Pisc. Ecl. 1. i, And change his mountains to a champion lea.
!756 Batcey Househ. Dict. 555 In champion countrics.

. fig. Level, equal. :

1642 FuLLer Holy & Prof. St. m1. xxv. 233 That all
Offices should be made champian for their profits, none
higher than other. .

+3. Agric. Of land: Unenclosed, common, as
distinct from ‘several’ or ‘enclosed’. Obs.

(2523 Frrzuers. Husb. §68 Tokepe . . the damme at harde
meate 1n the house, as they vse in the playne champyon
countrey.] 1880 Tusser Husb. (1878) so Good land that is
seuerall, crops may haue three, in champion countrie it may
not so bee. 1621 BURTON Anat. Mel. Bemocr (1678) 8/1




CHAMPIAN

Here champion, there inclosed. 17zg BraDLEY Fam. Dict.,
Inclosures generally maintain treble the Number of
Inhabitants, or more, than the Champion Ground. 1727-sx
CHamsers Cycl., Ch, fon, or rather champ Lands, are
lands not inclosed.

b. Of or pertaining to unenclosed land.

9

2.a. One who fights on behalf of another, or on
behalf of any cause. techn. One who ‘does battle’
for another in ‘wager of battle’, a duel, or the

like.
(x292 BRITTON 1. xxiii. §15 Et ausi en totes batayles de
. 2

1880 Tusser Husbh. (1878) 2 Of Champion husbandric
now doo I write, |

champian, -pine, obs. ff. cHAMPAIN.

champignon, -pinion (tfem'pian, jem-).
Also ¢ champion, 7-8 cham-, campmon,_S
-pignion. [a. Fr. champignon (14th e¢. in
Littré):—L. type *campinion-em. OF. had
champigneul = 1It. campignuolo:—L. type
*campinolius. Both forms appear to be
derivatives of camp-us field, open country, but
their structure is not clear.] .

A name applied originally (as in French) to
fungi, or mushrooms generally; in 18th c. to
edible mushrooms, esp. Agoricus campestris;
but, subsequently, restricted to the Fairy Ring
Agaric (4. Oreades).

1578 LyTe Dodoens 1. 1i. 6 Venemous Champions or Tode
stooles. 1687 ToMLINSON Renouw’s Disp. 258 Scarce an
inveterate tree but some kind of campinion adheres
thereunto. 1681 T. DINeLEY Jrnl. Tour Irel. in Trans.
Kilkenny Archaol. Soc. Ser. 1. 1. 179 Mushrooms,

d les, or champini are in great number good and
fair. a1700 DrypEN (J.) He viler friends with doubtful
mushrooms treats, Secure for you, himself champignons
eats. 1708 Phil. Trans. XXVI. 728 The Champinion or
Toad-stool. 1743 WaTsON in Phil. Trans. I1. 601
Although many Species of are ble. . the
Gardeners only propagate that Sort with red Gills, called,
by way of Excellence, Champignon, a Name given by the
F{-enc to all sorts of Mushrooms. 1762 Hupson Fior.
Angl., Agaricus Oreades, champignion. 1775 J. Licutroot
Flora Scot. (17£7) 11. 1021 Champignion or Fairy Agaric.
1794 MARTYN Rousseau's Bot. xxxii. 501 The Ch

c1330 R. BRUNNE Chron. (1810) 31 9r fynda

CHAMPIONSHIP

‘blocker’ of the late Parliament. 1887 Dict. Nat. Biog. 1X.
331/1 Benjamin Caunt (1815-:861), chmx:n pugilist.
xi!g BarreRe & LeLanD Dict. Slang s.v., An exemplary
humbug is described as ‘a champion fraud’. A noisy
candidate for office was denounced by a Chicago newspaper
a3 ‘the champion gas-bag’. 1914 Daily Mail t June 3/6 ‘1t
was champion,’ he added. 1914 Concise Oxf. Dict. s.v.,
ot e ) t ity

noper man To fight with Colibrant, pat was his

lgg;fﬁumm.. {_’ Pl.‘l(ll );:} l:“ 3oure champ hivaler,
chief knyght of 30w ale, 3elt hym recresunt rennynge. .

FABYAN V1. ccix. 222 This Gunylda was falsely nccunm
spawsebrech, for tryall wherof she was put to her champion.
a1877 Sir T. SMITH Commuw. Eng. (1 o?) 104 The parties
must either themselues in person, or else finde other for

pion idiot, . 1933 Mail 26 Mar. g ‘He
cried ch ion,” said & proud Yorkshireman. 1925 W.
DeePING Sorrell & Som xii. 109 C, ng lu upstairs
don’t hurt me.. He’s got the hus piece. ¢ get on

champion. What's wrong with ﬂgut? B
6. Comb., as champion-like adj.
1633 FoRp Love's Sacr. 1. ii, He undertook Most
h ion-like, to win the prize at tilt. 1836 G. S. Fasgr

them, who called in our Jaw Ch or )
1611 B1BLE 1 Sam. xvii. 1 When the Philistines sawe their
champion was dead, they fled. 169 PEPYs Diary 4 Mar.,
The Duke of Buckingham did bid Hol his champion. .
go to him to do the busi 1768 Brac Comm. {{[.
340. 1820 ScorT Ivamhoe xxvii, God will raise me up a
champion. . .
b. Also, one who fights in ‘wager of battle’ in
his own cause. .
1893 SHAKs. Rich. I1, 1. ii. § The Champions are prepared,
and stay for hing but gis Maiesti h. =z

Answ. Husenbeth 44 Let us hear his champion-depute in
continuation.

champion, sb.* and a.: see CHAMPIAN,

hampi
champios

tfempian), v. [f. prec. sb.]
Henge to a c ; to bid defi

to. rare. Obs.

1608 SHAKS. Macb. 111. i. 72 The Seedes of Banquo Kings.
Rather then o, come Fate into the Lyst, And champion me
to th'vt . 1823 BYRON Yuan 1v. xliii, She stood as one

Cowel's Interpr. s.v., In the Ci Law, it {champion] is
taken no less for him that tryeth the Combat in his own case,
than for him that fighteth in the Quarrel or Place of another.

c. champion of the king, or queen, of the
realm or England: (see quots.).

1672 Cowel's Dict., Champion of the King, His Office is at
the Coronation of our Kings, when the King is at Dinner, to
ride armed into Westminster-hall, and by a Herald make a
Challenge, That if any Person shall deny the Kings Title to
the Crown, he is there ready to defend it; which done, the
King drinks to him, and sends him a gilt Cup with a cover
full of Wine, which he hath for his Fee. This Office ever
since the Cor ion of Richard the S d, hath i d
in the Family of the D*l;‘lockcs. 1685 Acc. Coronation in
Lond. Gaxz. No. 2028/3 e Kings Champion . . performed
the usual Ceremony of the Challenge. 1709 STEELE Tatler
No. 17 P2 Just such a great Action as that of the Champion’s
on a Coronation Puy. 1714 in Lond. Gax. No. 5270/8. 1832

or eatable Mushroom. 1807 WOLLASTON in Phil.
Trans. XCV1L. 137 The broadest rings that [ have seen were
those of the h (Ag. ipestris); the
narrowest . . are those of the champignon (A4g. oreades of Dr.
Withering). 1832 Veg. Subst. Food 334 The champignon..

rows on more moist land than the..mushroom, 1841

HACKERAY in Fraser’s Maf’. June 723/1 This was the bill of
fare .. Ch ig als Pr le (the most delicious
mushrooms 1 ever tasted). 1966 dxf, Bk. Flowerless Plants
34/1 Clitocybe rivulosa ('False Champignon') is to be found
in groups amongst short grass in late summer and autumn,
nng may form fairy-rings.

‘champine, var. CHAMPAIGN, -AIN, CHAMPIAN.
1609 BisLe (Douay) Zech. vii. 7 Toward the South, and in
the champine.

champing (tfempin), vbl. sb.! (f. cHAMP v. +
-ING!.] The action of the vb. cHAMP; chewing
with vigorous action, mashing. .

1592 LyLY Mydas 1v. iii. 49 Give mee a pastie for a parke
..then shalt see a notable champing. 1714 MANDEVILLE
Fab. Bees (1725) 1. 162 This little bit, after much chomping
and chewing. '130“ down with him like chop’d hay. 18s:
L1vINGSTONE Trav. xv, 268 When entin& they [llligton
make a loud champing noise. 1865 J. L. W. By-gone Days ¢
The beating, or, as it was called, the ‘champin”, of the
E)moes was a work of ntrangth. 1882 rgth Cent. No. 69. 738

e..heard the champing of the bits.

t+'champing, vbl. sb.* Obs. = sHAMPOOING.

1698 HANs SLOANE in Phil. Trans, XX. 462 A kind of
Instrument, called, in China, a Champing Instrument. Its
use i3 10 be ub’d or roul’d over the Muscular Flesh. 198a-3
W. F. M,urrvwl Geog. Mag. fl 262 Nor is this operation of
h ing..only p ised after bathing

'chamglng. ppl. a. That champs.
1647 H. More Song of Soul 1. 11. xc, Corvino straight
foam’d like his champing jade.

champion (‘tjzmpn), sb.! Forms: 3-4
champiun, 4-5 champioun, (chaumpion, -yon,
-youn, scaumpioun, schampion, 5-6 champyon),
4- champi {ME. champiun, -on, a.
champiun, -on (= Pr. campio, -on, Sp. campion,
-eon, Pg. campido, -edo, It. campione):—late L.
campio, -onem combatant in the campus or arena,
professed fighter, f. L. campus field of athletic or
military exercise, place of combat, lists: see
CAMP gb.! and sb.?

Campio was formed on mmpm},l like tabellio ‘|cr‘iv5ncr' on

tabella ‘written deed’. Isidore has es,

ScoTT Redg ch. xviii. note. . .

3. fig. and transf. One who in any kind of
contest or conflict acts as the acknowledged
defender of a person, cause, or side: one who
stoutly maintains any cause. (The litera] sense is
sometimes distinctly in view, sometimes out of
sight.)

a1300 Cursor M. 18651 Sua did iesus, vr champiun [v.r.
scaum; ioun}. bof he la1 ded for vr ranscun. 138. WycLie
Sel. Wks. 111. 289 Strong schampions and pileris of hol
chirche. 1483 CAxTON Gold. Leg. 430/4 God fader . . gafe
betoke the sayd kyng champyon or deffensour of the feythe.
!?84 R. Scor Discov. Witcher. 11. i. 1§ Bodin the champion
of witchmengers. 1893 SHaAks. Rich. I, 1. ii. 43 To heauen,
the widdowes Champion. ¢ 1665 Mrs. HurcHInsON Mem.
Col. Hutchinson (1846) 25 He hated persecution for religion,
and was always a champion for all religious people against all
their i’"‘ oppressors. 1781 JOHNSON Rambl. No. 144 P8
No other qualification for a champion of controversy. 1

who champion’d human fears.

2. To fight for; to defend; or protect as
champion. . .

[Not in Topp 1818, or earlier dicts.] 2830 Scort Jvanhoe
xxxix, Ch ioned or hampioned, thou diest by the
stake and fagot. 1839-40 W. IrvING Wolfert's R. (1855) 279
Who ever. . championed them ‘:hmu] more gallantly in the
chivalrous tiits otPt?:e Vivarambla?

3. fig. 'To maintain the cause of, stand up for,
uphold, support, back, defend, advocate.

1844 H. Rocers Ess. 1. ii. 77 His nature. . prompted him
to champion any cause in which justice had been outraged or
innocence wronged. 1861 Dickens Lett. (1880) II. 140 The
idea must be cﬁmpioned, however much against hope.
1863 Mrs. C. CLARKE Shaks. Char. xvi. 402 1f a friend be in
;dv;rlity, Gratiano will champion him with good words and

ecds. ’

4. To make a champion of. rare.

1886 SPURGEON Treas. Dav. Ps. cxlii. 7 They..crowned
him, and championed him.

Hence ‘championing ppl. a.

}“5 Dickens Mut. Fr. 1v. xi, The championing little
wite,

champion, obs. f. CAMPION, and
? CHAMPIGNON.
championage. nonce-wd. [see -aGe] =
CHAMPIONSHIP.

1885 R. BUrTON in Academy 1 Aug. 69/1 Championage,
when the warrior. . sallies forth to ‘renown it’, and gains
glory by slaying one adversary or more.

championess ('t{zmpwnis). [f. cHAMPION sb.
+ -Ess.] A female champion.
1596 Spenser F.Q. ui. xii. 41 Then laid the noble

Med. Jral, XV. 544 The great of vi ion.
1841-44 Emsnsongu. Heroism Wks. (ﬁohn) I. 110 Human
virtue demands her champions and martyrs. 1881
ROBERTSON Serm. Ser. 11. i. (1864) 10 He never was the
champion of a class, because He was the champion of
H“m'ni'ﬁ . .

4. a. He who holds the first place in prize-
fighting, rowing, walking, or other trial of
strength or skill; one who has defeated all
opponents, and is open to contend with any new
competitor.

1730 in G. B. Buckley Fresh Liﬁu on 18th Cent. Cricket
(1935) 4 "Twas thought the Kentish champions would have
lost their honours by being beat st one innings if time had
%ermitted, c1743 J. LovE Cricket iii. 106 The last two

hampions even now are in, And but three Notches yet
remain to win. 1802 Sporting Mag. XXI. 17/1 This hero {sc.
Jem Belcher], who justly stiles himself in his advertisement,
‘Champion of England’, was himself to exhibit all his
science. 1825 [implied in cHAMPIONSHIP]. 1840 G. C. Boase
in Dict. Not. Biog. 1X. 331/2 Op 26 Oct. 1840 he beat John
Leechman, known as Brassey .. and was hailed ‘champion of
England’. 1887 Jbid. IX. 332/1 A subscription had been
raised to purchase a ‘champion’s belt'. 1879 Sat. Rev. |
Sept. 325 Gold medals.. were won by the champion an
championess. .

b. transf. The animal, plant, etc., which
obtains the first prize in a general competition;
also applied to a variety of vegetable, fruit, etc.,
for which the first excellence 1s claimed; e.g. toa
variety of potato.

1727 T. CAvE Let. 28 Feb. in M. M. Verney Verney Lett.
(1930) II. xxii. 48 Violett, that Essex Champion,..is the
only dogg suffered to bear the best Spaniell in England

pugnatores’; Joh. de Janua ‘campio, gladiator, vel in campo
duellum exercens’; see Du Cange. M% had also the doublet
caMPION from northern Fr., and see kemp 5b.)

1. A fighting man, a combatant; a stout fighter,
a man of valour. Also fig.

ayazg Ancr. R. 236 Heo weren itented, & puruh pe
tentaciuns ipreoued to treowe champiuns. a1300 Havelok
1007 With hem com mani chanbioun. Ibid. 101
Champiouns, and starke laddes. ¢ 1400 Gamelyn 203
champioun is in pe place pat hath i-wrouyt me sorwe. ¢ 1440
Promp. Parv. 60 Campyon, or champyon, athleta, pugil,
campto. 1849 COVERDALE Erasm. Par. 1 Cor. ix. 26 Nor pla
I the champion as some do, which for their pastime wit
their handes do beate the ayre. 189t Suaxs, 7 Hen. V1, 1.
iv. 19 A steuter Champion neuer handled Sword. 1610
GuiLLim Heraldry 1. xiv. (1660) 176 The Boare..is
counted the most absolute Ch i beasts. 1862
STANLEY Jew. Ch. (1877) L. xit. 224 The cT\ampion..whe
won the ancient fortress.

in the Parlour. {a1845 Hoop Decl. Chivalry iv,
Bold | Sidyney, and his kidney—nay, Those ‘early champions’
—what are they?] 1880 Social Notes 20 Nov. 246/2 Five tons
of Scotch Champions. 1882 Garden 4 Feb. 79/1 A vast store
of P s—Champions, sir; Ch ions!

5. attrib. a. Acting as champion. b. That has
defeated all competitors, as champion boxer,
punter, sculler, walker. c. Hence, Of the first
class, excelling all others, as chamgpion pease,
turnips, etc. Also as adj. or adv. (collog. or dial.)
= excellent(ly).

1820 Scort Ivamhoe xxxix, The office of Champion
Defender had devolved, not on a Preceptor, but on a
Congylnion of the Order. 1883 Bell’s Life 22 May 6/2 They
{sc. Notts.] may, for the present, possess the honour of being
the *Champion County’. 1860 SHARPE Hist. Egypt xi. (L.)
The case of the champion ﬁghtin*-cock. 1880 ﬁ’ Cornw.
Gloss. (E.D.S.), Champion lode, a IWC vein of metal. 1886
Hlust. Lond. News 16 Jan. 71 Mr. Warton, the champion

P strong hond upon th’enchaunter. 1600
FAIRFAX Tasso 11. cviii, The pionesse he thought he
saw and knew. !Gaagl-lmrwoop Gunatk. 11. 75 Calliope . . the
championesse that defends the Standard of zf.e Muses. 1
Daily Post 7 July, This present Monday, being the 7th of
October, will be a complete Boxing Match between the two
following Championesses. 1873 6 Rev. 187 The. .ablest
championess of ‘the Rights of Woman’, ary
Wollstonecraft. 1883 Pall Mall G. 1 Sept. 10/2 Archery in
Wiltshire. Mrs. Eyre Hussey is the championess of the year
.. Mr. Clarke being the champion.

championize (‘tfeempionaiz), v. rare. [see -1zE.
Cf. It. tampioneg’gian (Florio).]

t 1. intr. To play the champion. Obs.

1598 SYLVESTER Bartas 1. iii. Vocation, With a
Blunted blade, To Championize under a Tented shade As at
{,ow Tourneys. 1637 Heywoop Dial. Man-hater Wks. 1874

L. 190 To championise and wrestle.

2. trans. To act as champion of.

1840 AGN. STRICKLAND Queens Eng. 111, 48 Louis duke of
Orleans . . undertook to championize her wrongs.

Hence 'championism nonce-wd., action of
championing; professed championship.

1877 Academy 10 Mar. 206 Matthew Arnold’s
championism of Falkland .. is just and excellent.

‘championless, 2. Without a champion.
1864 BURTON Scat Abr. L. i. 51 Louis XI is by no means
championiess.

championship (‘tfempronfip). [f. cHAMPION +
-SHIP.]

1. The position or office of a champion; the
acting as champion of; advocacy, defence.

1840 Hoop Up Rhine 228 Markham’s extempore
chnmpionlhie ofthe twf}ve tribes. 1869 Sp'zu:v Ees. & E::&

i. 7 Ceesar's p of the p: 1876 MozLey
Univ. Serm. i. 12 The most disi d of ivabl
h hips, the ch ionship of the theory of
p ithout the sdvantage of the fact, which is now
no longe:lponiblc, ’

2. a. The position of ‘ch ion’, conq N

or superior in any contest or trial.

1838 HoNE Every-day Bk. 1. 427 A modern pugilist would
call this & set-to for the championship. xf & & Boasg in
Dict. Nat. Biog. IX. 332/1 l-fe. met igo..on 9 Sept.
1845, and. . contested for 200/, and the championship.

b. attrib.

1874 J. Heatu Croquet-Player 93 The championshi]
meeting..when ‘The Ch.mpiomleip of Croguet'A ll:
competed for. 1881 Echo 17 Jan. 4/2 The Chsmpionship
‘Bminl:d Match.. Quickest time on record ina championship
match. .



CHAMPIT -

¢. A competition or contest for the position of
champion; a serips of matches between
members of a sporting league. )

18:3 Football News ¢ Sept. 6/4 Anthony [Diamond]. .
waited -patiently until the h. hips should
once more come round. 1938 Encycl. Sports 529/1 The
League i WO it the Chal Cup

t P

P and the Ch ionship, these being & knock-
out tour s "éd 7« i .l'f ded on poimio,
respectively. 1 ‘ricket (). 1. s If your concern is merely
witrtche countmnmpinngip, you need Wisden, but if you
need to study cricket at large in the latter half of the last
century, you need the Lillywhites. xgag Oxf. Compan.
Sports Games 351/c  Holding "the frst world
championship in South America considerably reduced the
number of entrants. 1988 Washington Post qﬁunc'Dglg He
is undefeated in the last three World Championships,
winning . . 8 tote! of six gold medals, more than anyone in
canoe slalom history.

champit, variant of cHAMPED ppl. at Obs.
embossed.

champkin. nonce-wd. (Cf. bumpkin.)

1633 Brome Mad Coup. 1. 1. Wks. 1873 1. 13 Did ireell it -

Kinseman that it is got with Champkin.

champlevé (fdlove, f[emple'ver), sb. and a. [Fr.,
f. champ field, levé raised.] Applied to enamel
work in which the metal ground is engraved, cut
out, or depressed, and the spaces filled with
enamel pastes and fired.

1886 O. Jones Gram. Ormament xvii, Limoges Champleveé
Enamel, from the same Museum. 1861 H. Haines
Monumental Brasses 1. p. ix, These early enamels show the
‘champ-levé’, i.e. the coy ¢ is raised into ridges of inrtition
between the colours. g‘;., Like the field of a3 Limoges
champ-levé enamel. 1877 tr. C. Blanc’s Orn. & Dress xx.
259 Champlevé are i called taille
d$eparg’u enamels. 1880 Encycl. Brit. XIIL. 679 In
champlevé the enamelling substance is applied to the
surface of the gold as arnamental details. 1906 Daily Chron.

Oct. 3/3 The chief seats of the champleve work of the
R/liddle Ages were the Rhenish provinces and Limoges.
1933 Burlington Mag. Sept. 108/1 The oldest of the few
objects. . are the six champlevé enamel Pilqucs. 1938 Ibid.

xxviii/t Little les of 1 h levé

10

Colass. i. 3 It hath not yet hithgrto been my chaunce to see
you. 1601 SHAKs. Twel. N. 1. sv. 177 If it be thy chance to
kill me. 26774 PLAYFORD Skill Mus. 1. xi. 53 1t was my chance
lately to be in company with three Gentlemen.

b. in the game of Hazard. .

¢ 1386 CHAUCER Pard. T. 325 Seuene is my chaunce, and
thyn is cynk and treye. X R

4. a. An opportunity that comes in any one’s
way. Often const. of. Also pregnantly = chance
or opportunity of escape, acquittal, or the like.
(Often passing into sense 5.}

1297 R. GLOUC. (1724) 468 The king let Henri is sone, as
God 3ef the cheaunce, Lowis dajter spousi. 1611 SHAKS.
Cymb. v. iv. 132, 1 That haue this Golden chance, and know
not why. 1728 N. RosinsoN Th. Physick 254 The Cholera
.. gives the Patient scarce a singie Chance for his Life, if
those Symp are not speedily mi! d. 1774 BURkE
Corr. (1844) L. 470 A change of climate is his only chance.
1843 CARLYLE Past & Pr. (1858) 250 Thou hadst one
chance, thou wilt never have another. 1869 J. MARTINRAU
Ess. 11. 3 Hitherto the moral sciences have had no fair
chance. 188;; Lioyp Ebb & FI. I1. 153 This is the sccond
chance Milly’s thrown away. 1888 Manch. Exam. 6 May s/t
A peace which is not cemented with blood has the best
chance of permanency. .1 Bryce Amer. Commw. 111
xciii. 296 In prosecutions for gambling or the sale of
intoxicants & defendant had no chance before them [sc. a jury
composed of women]. R .

b. A quantity or number; used with adjs., a:
fine, nice, smart. U.S. dial. .

1805 OrpDWAY Yrul. 8 Dec. (1916) 316 The men returned
with a fine chance of Elk-meat. 1819 D. Tuomas Trav. 230
(Th.), A considerable quantity is expressed by a smart

h and our h at Madi said there was & smart
chance of Yankees in that village: 1878 J. H. Beanre Western
Wilds xiv. z12 Fine chance o’ corn planted, an’ doin’ well.
1939 These are our Lives (U.S.) 68, 1 have a nice chance o’
chickens. . ..

c. Cricket. An opportunity of dismissing a
batsman, given to a field by the b ’s
faulty play; chiefly in phr. to give a chance.

1832 Brighton Gas. 19 July 3/4 Mr. ]. W. Osborne . .did
not give a chance, and was not put out in cither innings.
188‘:3 Standard 3 Au{. 6/5 The second half of his innings was
di d by two 1899 W.

Nov. p. plevé.
1969 (g Sims Sand Dollar xi. 142 A fine Limoges champlevé
enamel.

champoo, obs. form of sHAMPOO.

‘champy, a. Sc. [f. cHAMP sb.? or v. + -v.]
Broken up and miry, by trampling of beasts, etc.
1844 Chamb. Jral. 11. 355 A champy waggon-way.

chamur, obs. form of CHAMBER.

chan, chanbioun, chanbur, obs. fI. kuan,
CHAMPION, CHAMBER. '

chance (tfa:ns, --), sb. (an& a.). Forms: 3
cheance, 3-4 cheaunce, 4 Sc. chanss, 3-7
chaunce, 4 chauns(e, chanse, 4-5 chawnce, 4-6
chans, 4- chance. [ME. chea(u)nce, a. OF.
cheance (= Pr. , It. cadi ):—late L.
cadentia falling, f. cadent- falling, pr. pple. of
cad-ére to fall: cf. CADENCE.] o

A.sb. L. 3.9. The falling out or happening of
events; the way in which things fall out; fortune;
case.

1297 R. Grouc, (1724) 465 To come.. to helpe is moder,
that was her ofte in feble chaunce. 1300 Cursor M. 10690
be biscop pam pe chauns tald, Qui he did pam sembled be.
1528 MORE Heresyes 1v. Wks. 2v3/1 As he would haue made
y* contrary choyse, if he had foresene in them the contrary
chaunce. 1553-6 ROBINSON tr, More's Utop. 8¢ If chaunte
be that .. the stoore increase. 1870 BRYANT Iliad xvi11. 388
The chance of war Is equal, and the slayer oft is slain.

b. A happening or occurrence of things in a
particular way, a casual or fortuitous
circumstance; = ACCIDENT sb. 1 b,

1375 BARBOUR Bruce xx. 58 Fesnyng of frcndsch(i? and of

88, [hat neuir for na chanss suld cess. 15.. Cokwolds

aunce 105 in Hazl. E.P.P. 1. 43 That was thrusht a chans.
1611 BiBLE 1 Sam. vi. g [t was a chance that happened to vs.
1634 Bp. HaLL Heaven upon Earth §18 It is a chance, if ever
riches were good to any. 1833 HT. MARTINEAU Loom &
Lugg. 11. i. § "Tis a curious chance that the looms should be
all four quiet. 1884 CHURCH Bacon 112 It was a chance that
the late Chief-Justice and his wife..did not meet on the

road.

2. (with pl) A matter which falls out or
happens; a fortuitous event or occurrence;
often, an unfortunate event, mishap, mischance;
= ACCIDENT sb. t a, c. arch.

a1300 Cursor M. z&osﬁ Mani sinful chances pat mai fall.
€300 Beket 2494 Al his cheinces that he hadde By
Tywesdai hi come, 1460 Pol. Rel. & L. Poems (1866) 199 If
pou wolt. . charite kepe in eche chaunce. 1§29 MORE in %?ow
C. Eng. Lett, 12 There shall no poore neighbour of mine
bere no losse by any chance h-rpencd in myiouse. 1549 Bk.
Com. Prayer, C ion, All the changes and ch of
this mortal life. 1671 MiLTON Samson 656 The bearing well
ot il calamities, All ch incident to man’s frait life. 1709
STRYPE Ann, Ref. 1. xxxii. 330 A lamentsble chance
happened. Sir Tho. Finch .. taking ship at Rye .. [was] lost
with the ship. 1889 TENNYsON Emid 1658 ‘}; surely have
endured Strange chances.

t 3. a. That which befalls a person; (one’s) hap,
fortune, luck, lot. Obs. or arch.

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 14 Hym pouste pe ymage in hys

- slep tolde hym hys cheance. c 1374 CHAUCER Anel. & Ar);'
345 My destinye or chaunce. 1549 CoverRDALE Erasm. Par.

G. GRACE Cricketing
Remin. 241 A matter of a few inches converts a chance into
aboundary hit. 1929 A. A. MILNE Those were the Days 732,
1 hear already long-on insisting It wasn’t a char.ce that came
to hand. 1970 Guardian 4 May 25/6 Lloyd’s innings also
conteined some risks, but he never gave a rea} chance until
he was out. . -

5. a. A possibility or probability of anything
happening: as distinct from a certainty: often in
plural, with a number expressed. b. Math. =
PROBABILITY; so also theory or doctrine of
chances.

1778 T. Jones Hoyle's Games Impr. 153, I would know
how many Chances there are upon 2 Dice.. The Answer is
36. 1788 REID Int. Powers 626 The doctrine of chances is a
branch of mathematics little more than an hundred years
old. 1843-4 EMEnsoN Ess. xix. Wks. (Bohn) 1. 239 Unless
the chances are a hundred to one that he will cut and harvest
it. 1848 Macauray Hist. Eng. 1. 215 There was no chance
that. . the scheme . . would be supported by a majority. 1879
LusBock Sei. Lect. i, 7 The chances against any given grain
reaching the pistil of er flower are i

6. Absence of design or assignable cause,
fortuity; often itself spoken of as the cause or
determiner of events, which appear to happen
without the intervention of law, ordinary
causation, or providence; = ACCIDENT sb. 2.

1826 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 144b, In cases of
chaunce or vncertaynty. 188x J. BeLL Haddon's Answ. Osor.
160b, Those whiche..doe committe the successes of
thynges to happe hazard, and blynd chaunce. 1641 BroME
Jov. Crew 11. Wks. 1873 I11. 389, 1 ha’ not so much Wealth
to weigh me down, Nor so little (I thank Chance) as to
daunce naked. 1722 WOLLASTON Relig. Nat. v. 83 Chance
seems to be only a term, by which we express our ignorance
of the cause of any thing. 180z PALeY Nat. Theol. xii. §2
(1819) 198 A conformation so happy was not the gift of
chance. 1841-4 EMERSON Ess. xiv. Wks. (Bohn) 1. 183 The
ancients, struck with this irreducibl of the el of
human life to calculation, exalted Chance into a divinity.
1846 MiLL Logic 111, xvii. gz It is incorrect to say that any
ph i d by ; but we may say that
two or more are joined by chance.. i
that they are in no way related through causation.

I1. Phrases.

7. by chance: a. As it falls or fell out; without
design; casually, accidentally, incidentally,
haply; by any chance = PERCHANCE adv. 3.

€ 1318 SHOREHAM 60 And 3ef the man other that wyf By
cheaunce doumbe were. c1400 Destr. Troy 108 Pelleus..
hade a wyfe. . Tetyda she heght: bes gret in pere gamyn gate
hom betwene, Achilles, by chaunce. 1835 COVERDALE 2
Sam. i. 6, | came by chaunce vnto mount Gelboa. 1§59
Mirr. Mag., Dk. Su}olk xxiv. 4 Encountred me upon the
seas by chaunce. 1871 AscHAM Scholem. 11. (Arb.) 122 Not
obiter and bichance, but purposelie. 1583 STUBBES Anat.
Abus. 11. 53 Sometime by chance a blind man may catch a
hare. 1711 ADDISON Spect. No. 126 P8 If by chance the
Coachman stopped at a wrong Place. 1878 H. £. ManninG
Mission H. Ghost ii. 41 Some book that you picked up, as you
say, by chance. 1914 'IaN HAY' Knight on Wheels x, Are you
engaged to be marned, by any chance?

+b. Perchance, perhaps, maybe. Obs.

1826 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 6 b, Thou mayst lese thy
goodes .. and also by chaunce the helth of thy body.

tc. At random, anyhow. Obs. :

1669 STURMY Marsner’s Mag. 1. 1. 29 From the given Point
C, to the Line AB, draw a Line by chance.

is
h Lo

CHANCE

t8. in, through, with chance: = by chance
(see 7a). of ch (a) = by chance (7a); (b) =
on the chance (10). Obs.

a 31300 Cursor M. 6771 If pis ahut be stoln in [Fairf. wip)
chanse. Ibid. 7171 Thoru chance he fand an assban. Ibid.
1514 (Fairf.) Cayme he sloghe wip [ T7rén. bi] chance. 1330 R.
BRUNNE Chron. (1810) 59 brer fader & pei o chance togigler

n mete. Ibid. 207 be kyng, . atires him gode nauie Tille
f:glond, ochance to wynne it with mliot.rie. .

19. for any chance: for anything that might
happen, in any event, anyhow, ever. Obs.

a1300 Cursor M. 245 (Gott.) Seldom was for ani chance
Englis tong trechcd in france. lbid. s575 (Fairf.) May na
mon for nankin chaunce for-do pat lordes puruyaunce.

10. on the chance: acting on the chance or
possibility (of or that...); see sense 5.

11. 1o take ome's chance: a. to take what may
befall one, submit to whatever may happen; to
‘risk it’. So 120 stand to one's ch (obs.). b.
To seize one’s opportunity (see 4).

a1300 Land Cokaygne 184 in E.E.P. (1862) 165 Ye stond
to yure cheance. ¢ 1328 Lai le Freine 107 Me i8 best take mi
chaunce. 1579 LyLy Euphues (Arb.) 86 Wishing rather to
stande to thy chaunce, than to the choyce of any other. 1598
SHAKS. John 1. i. 151 Brother, take you my land, lle take my
chance. 1896 —— Merck. V. 1. i. 38 You must take your
chance, 1611 —— Cymb. 1v. ii. 382 Wilt take thy chance with
me? 1791 SMEATON Edystone L. §98 To take the chance of
the morning’s tide. 1847 TENNYSON Princ. 111. 127 We had
limed ourselves With open eyes, and we must tske the
chance.

¢. to take a chance or chances: to take a risk or
risks. orig. U.S.

1902 S. G. Fisngr True Hist. Amer. Rev. 311 Washington
thought himself justified in taking the chances rather than
abandon New York without a blow. 1904 N.Y. Even. Post
24 Oct. 12 Passengers on stalled trains took chances with the
third rail, and getting off walked to the nearest station. 1913
H. CroLy Marcus Alonso Hanna g9 In the beginning he
may have taken some long chances in grder to accelerate the
progress of the firm. 1930 L. G. D. AcLanp Early
Canterbury Runs x. 247 Caverhill tried to get them into a
Knddock witha rowdy‘wll, but they noticed just in time that

¢ was not taking any chances himself. lzjx J. T. Apams
Epic of America vii. 187 The American had always been
‘taking s chance’.

12. the main chance: ta. The chief or
paramount issue, the most _important
eventuality. Obs. b. That which is of chief
importance; now esp. the chance of enriching
oneself or of getting gain, one’s own interests; in
such phrases as to mind, provide for, have an
eye to the main chance. (A cant phrase in 1699,
and still partaking of that character. Perhaps
from the game of Hazard: see further under
MAIN.)

1579 LyLy Euphues (Arb.) 104 Either content yourself
with my choice, or lette mee stande to the maine chaunce.
1597 SHAKS. 2 Hen. IV, 111. 1. 83 A man may prophecie With
aneere ayme, of the maine chance of things, As yet not come
to Life. ¢ 1648 HoweLL Lett. (6 Jan. 1625), [Bacon] scarce
left any money.. which did argue no great wisdom, it being
.. 8 property of a wise man to ;rovide for the main chance.
a1677. J. HARRINGTON Syst. Politics x. §12 The Master ..
that either keeps himself up to-his antient bounds, or
increases his Stock, looks very well to the main chance. 1
B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew; s.v. Bye, Tis good to have an Eyeto
the main Chance. 1732 BERKELEY Alciphr. 1. 79 Bubalion ..
thinks himself wise, and passeth for one that minds the main
chance. 1832 MaCAULAY Burghley, Ess. (1854) 221/2 He
had..a constant eye to the main chance.

13. to stand a (good, fair) chance: see STAND.

1796 MORSE Amer. Geog. 11.' 108 He..hardly stood a
chance of becoming a beggar. 1885 Manch. Exam. 12 Nov.
s/t The Ministry..stand a good chance of seeing
themselves reduced to insignificance. X

B. attrib. or as ad;. That occurs or is by
chance; happening to be such; casual,
incidental. (Often unnecessarily hyphened.)

T Manch. Crt. Leet Rec. (1888) V1. 15 John Sherdley
Butcher for sellirige of two chance cowes vis. viiid. 1722 DE
Foe Plaﬂ_uc (1884) 18 My Dealings were. . not by a Shop or
Chance Trade. 3727 SWirt What passed in Lond. Wiks. 1755
III. 1. 179 There were five chance auditors. 1833 Hs‘l\
MaxTINEAU Tale of Tyne i. 2 The chapce amusements of
former days. 1860 W. CoLLINS Wom. in White 1. i. 427, [
parted with my chance companion. 1868 [sar. Saxon § Yrs.
Golden Gate 181 Chance gains. 1883 Lioyp Ebb & Fl. 11.
77 A chance paragraph in a book.

C. as adv. By chance, perchance, haply. arch.

(In some of the examples chance may be a verb.)

1598 Maroccus ext. 20, 1 may chance of these and more
leave a deeperprint. 1597 SHAKS. 2 Hen. IV, 11. 1. 12 It may
chance cost some of us our lives. 1704 SWIFT Batt. Bks.
(v711) 265 If chance her scatter’d over the
Common. 1818 ByroN Ch. Harold 1v. Ixvii, While, chance,
some scatter'd water-lily sails. 3849 LoweLL Biglow P. Poet.

s. (1879) 167 Lest some mischief may chance befall
them.

D. in comb., usually in attrib. or adv. relation
(cf. B), = by chance, casual, -ly; as chance
comer, -hit, -hurt, -shot, chance-dropped,
-meeting, -po_ised, -ravelled, -sown, -taken,
-won, ppl. adjs.; chance-come, -given, -like,
-met, -geen adjs.; also chance-bairn, -child, an
illegitimate child; chance lot, a lot (of land or
other commodity) constituted not by design,
but as an incident of other operations; chance-
wise adv., by chance, casually. See also cHANCE-
MEDLEY.




