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* Beginnings in Literature has an
opening unit of selections representing a
variety of genre. The next six units
contain short stories, poetry, plays,
nonfiction, and folk literature. An eighth
unit is about the legendary King Arthur
and his knights.

UNIT ORGANIZATION

Units begin with an illustration and a
unit preview to help you see what each
unit contains. Many selections are
preceded by a wide yellow bar at the top
of a page. This bar directs you to the
Handbook of Literary Terms at the back
of the text, where you will learn about
an essential literary term before you read
the selection.

Think and Discuss questions follow
each selection or group of selections.
You may want to read the questions
before you read the selection as a way of
guiding your reading.

Applying/Reviewing questions about the
literary term you have studied also
appear after literary works. These are to
help you make certain you understand
how an author has developed plot, used
imagery, or made use of other
techniques.

Reading Literature Skillfully lessons
appear from time to time. Here you will
see short exercises on topics such as
cause-and-effect relationships, predicting
outcomes, and summarizing. Reading
Literature Skillfully articles appear in
the Reader’s Handbook in the back of
this text. The articles are keyed to the
exercises following selections.

Vocabulary exercises throughout the
book will help you understand words or
meanings new to you. They will also
show you how to determine the
meanings of words from context or from
the parts of a word. You may be tested
on the words in these exercises.

Thinking Skills lessons will help you
learn to think about literature in some
new ways by practicing classifying,
generalizing, synthesizing (putting together
parts and elements to form new ideas),
and evaluating.
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Composition assignments and ideas
follow many selections. You will find it
useful to refer to the Writer’s Handbook
at the back of this text for more help
with some of these assignments.

Enrichment sections are also included
and provide ideas for class projects and
speaking and listening activities.

OTHER FEATURES

Three types of articles can be found
throughout this anthology. Comment
articles provide interesting sidelights on
a work, an author, or a related subject.
(See, for example, “Dickens’s London,”
page 190.)

Articles titled “Writer’s Craft” focus
on how writers achieve their effects and
help you achieve similar effects in your
writing. Finally, there are articles such
as “Reading a Play,” page 143, that will
give you some helpful hints on reading
various types of literature.

UNIT REVIEWS

Each unit ends with a three-part
review titled “Thinking Critically About
Literature.” Here you will be asked to
read a new, short work and answer
questions to help you apply what you
have learned. You will also review the

selection or selections in the unit and
complete a writing assignment related to
the unit material.

END-OF-BOOK MATERIAL

At the back of this text on page 555 is
a Handbook of Literary Terms followed
by a Reader’s Handbook and a Writer’s
Handbook. You will be referred to the
Handbook of Literary Terms, the
Reader’s Handbook, and the Writer’s
Handbook throughout earlier parts of
the book. There is also a Glossary of
Literary Terms and a Glossary that looks
like a dictionary. Here are all words
featured in Vocabulary exercises, plus
other words you will encounter in your
reading.

The stories, poems, and plays in this
book were written by many authors.
Although some lived long ago, their»
work has survived because it is both
meaningful and interesting. The work of
those writers who are living today is
included not only because it is well
written but because it provides insights
into life today—and even into the
future.
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