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PREFACE

$ WE MOVE TO THE NEW MILLENNIUM, WE ARE WITNESSING A DRAMATIC

CHANGE IN THE CONTEXTS FOR THE TEACHING OF WRITING. THE RECENT

EXPLOSION OF WORLD WIDE WEB SITES, THE INCREASING EASE OF
access to the Internet, and the expanding number of computer classrooms and terminals
available to student writers have revolutionized the teaching and practice of writing. On
the Internet, writers can quickly access an incredible range of information, both about
specific subjects and about the process of writing and revising. On local networks, stu-
dents can continue conversations started in print media or in the classroom, get and
receive peer advice about drafting and revision, and access teacher response. Distance
learning becomes a practical reality, as students sitting at computers in different cities or
countries can communicate as easily as students sitting at adjoining computers.

The more things change, however, the more they remain the same. Writers still
need to learn critical reading skills. They still need to assess rhetorical contexts, estab-
lish rhetorical purpose, consider their audiences and readers, develop and organize their
ideas, and learn how to revise and edit their writing to meet the rhetorical situation.
They still need to learn to work cooperatively and collaboratively to create a writing
community. Computers and networks are merely electronic means for communicating—
for putting people in contact with people, writers in contact with readers. Computers
and networks can continue teachers’ efforts to communicate with their students and to
center their curriculum on the students’ reading, writing, and revising.

In its fourth edition, The Prentice Hall Guide for College Writers retains an emphasis
on aims and purposes for reading and writing, on a clear sequence of chapters that move
from expressive to argumentative writing, and on extensive, integrated writing process
advice that helps students learn to read, write, and revise. Providing ongoing support for
both students and teachers during the reading, writing, and revising processes remains the
overriding goal of this text.

Continued in the fourth edition is an emphasis on critical reading and responding
to texts. Chapter Five, “Reading,” uses the summary/response essay as a means to teach
active and critical reading, accurate summarizing, and focused responding to texts. Draw-
ing on reader-response theories and psycho-linguistic research, Chapter Five provides a
variety of activities to promote active reading and critical responding.

New to the fourth edition is a focus on using and evaluating sources from the Inter-
net and the World Wide Web. First, five new essays, scattered throughout the text, give
students information about the Internet—what it is, how to use it, and how it affects
writing and learning. Second, an expanded section on locating, evaluating, and docu-
menting Internet and Web sources help students use electronic resources in their writing.
Finally, the fourth edition contains over fifteen new professional essays by writers such as
John Muir, Horace Miner, Mike Rose, Elayne Rapping, Neil Postman, Edward Koch, and
Mike Royko. The additional essays help create thematic clusters of topics that reappear
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throughout the text: Race and Cultural Diversity, Gender Roles, Technology and the
Internet, Environmental Issues, Education, Literacy and Language, Advertising and
the Media, and Dependency and Dysfunction. See the Thematic Contents (following the
table of contents) for a complete listing.

Finally, The Prentice Hall Guide for College Writers continues to showcase student writ-
ing, featuring the work of more than forty student writers from several colleges and uni-
versities. The fourth edition contains twenty-three full-length student essays and ten essays
with sample prewriting materials and drafts.

Continuing in the fourth edition of The Prentice Hall Guide for College Writers is a wide
range of noteworthy features:

LocicAL SEQUENCE
oF Purrose-Basep CHAPTERS

Aims and purposes, not rhetorical strategies, guide each writing assignment. Early chap-
ters focus on invention strategies (observing, remembering, reading, and investigation),
while later chapters emphasize exposition and argumentation (explaining, evaluating,
problem solving, and arguing).

Focus oNn WriTING PrOCESsEs Every major chapter contains techniques, pro-
fessional and student samples, journal exercises, reading and writing activities, collabora-
tive activities, peer-response guidelines, and revision suggestions designed to assist stu-
dents with their work-in-progress.

JournarL WriTinGg Throughout the text, write-to-learn activities help writers
improve their critical reading skills, “warm up” for each assignment, and practice a variety
of invention and shaping strategies.

MarciNAL QuoTtaTioNs Nearly a hundred short quotations by composition
teachers, researchers, essayists, novelists, and poets personalize for the inexperienced
writer a larger community of writers still struggling with the same problems that each
student faces.

ANNOTATED INsTRUCTOR’S EDITION (AIE) In the margins of the Annotated
Instructor’s Edition are hundreds of teaching tips and suggestions for assignments and
group activities. (0-13-621863-6)

Designed to accompany the Annotated Instructor’s Edition, Teaching Composition
with the Prentice Hall Guide contains sections on composition theory, policy statements,
lesson plans, collaborative writing, writing in a computer classroom, small-group learn-
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ing, write-to-learn exercises, reading/writing exercises, prereading journal assignments,
writing assignments, suggestions for student conferences, and responding to and evalu-
ating writing, as well as an annotated bibliography of articles about teaching writing.
Also included are chapter commentaries and answers to discussion questions. (0-13-
645458-5)

Available for a nominal fee, the Critical Thinking Skills Journal provides students
with additional exercises and freewriting activities, as well as opportunities to consider
and respond to opposing viewpoints. (0-13-645532-8)

AN INTRODUCTION TO MYTHS AND RiTUuALS FOR WRITING Chapter One,
“Writing Myths and Rituals,” discounts some common myths about college writing
courses, introduces the notion of writing rituals, and outlines the variety of journal writ-
ing used throughout the text. Rituals are crucial for all writers but especially so for novice
writers. Effective rituals are simply those behavioral strategies that complement the cog-
nitive and social strategies of the writing process. Ilustrating a variety of possible writing
rituals are quotations from a dozen professional writers on the nature of writing. These
short quotations continue throughout the book, reminding students that writing is not
some magical process, but rather a madness that has a method to it, a love that is built
from labor, and a learning that is born of reading, thinking, observing, remembering, dis-
cussing, and writing.

AN OrienTATION TO RHETORICAL SITUATION AND TO WRITING
Processes Chapter Two, “Purposes and Processes for Writing,” bases the writing
process in the rhetorical situation (writer, subject, purpose, text, and audience). It restores
the writer's intent or purpose (rather than a thesis sentence or a rhetorical strategy) as the
driving force during the writing process. It demonstrates how meaning evolves from a
variety of recursive, multidimensional, and hierarchical activities that we call the writing
process. Finally, it reassures students that, because individual writing and learning styles
differ, they will be encouraged to discover and articulate their own processes from a range
of appropriate possibilities.

Aims anp Purproses For WriTING The text then turns to specific purposes
and assignments for writing. Chapters Three through Six (“Observing,” “Remembering,”
“Reading,” and “Investigating”) focus on invention strategies. These chapters illustrate
how writing to learn is a natural part of learning to write. To promote reading, writing,
discussing, revising, and learning, these chapters introduce four sources of invention—
observing people, places, events, and objects; remembering people, places, and events; read-
ing and responding to texts; and investigating information through interviews, surveys, and
written sources. Although students write essays intended for a variety of audiences in each
of these chapters, the emphasis is on invention strategies and on writer-based purposes
for writing. Although this text includes expressive and transactional elements in every
assignment, the direction of the overall sequence of assignments is from the more per-
sonal forms of discourse to the more public forms.

Chapters Seven through Ten (“Explaining,” “Evaluating,” “Problem Solving,” and
“Arguing”) emphasize subject- and audience-based purposes. The sequence in these chap-
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ters moves the student smoothly from exposition to argumentation (acknowledging the
obvious overlapping), building on the skills and sociocognitive strategies of the previous
chapters. The teacher may, in fact, use Chapters Seven through Ten as a minicourse in
argument, teaching students how to develop and argue claims of fact, claims of cause and
effect, claims about values, and claims about solutions or policies.

ResponNDING To LiTerature Chapter Eleven guides students through the
process of writing interpretive essays about short fiction, using many of the critical read-
ing strategies, invention techniques, and shaping strategies practiced in the earlier chap-
ters. This chapter contains three short fiction works and two student essays.

ResearcH Parer  Chapter Twelve (“Writing a Research Paper”) draws on all the
cognitive and social strategies presented in the first eleven chapters. Research papers are
written for specific purposes and audiences, too, but the invention, composing, and revis-
ing processes are more extended. This chapter helps students select and plan their proj-
ects, use the library, find Internet sources, evaluate and document electronic and print
sources, record their progress, and test ideas in research logs—learning all the while to
integrate the information they gather with their own experiences and ideas.

HanpBoox A brief handbook includes a review of basic sentence elements, sentence
structure and grammar, diction and style, and punctuation and mechanics.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This textbook builds on the work of hundreds of teachers and researchers. Its most obvi-
ous and immediate debts are to James Kinneavy, Frank D’Angelo, Donald Murray, Rise
Axelrod and Charles Cooper, Jeanne Fahnestock and Marie Secor, Linda Flower and
John Hayes, Patricia Bizzell, Maxine Hairston, Frank Smith, Louise Rosenblatt, and
Lynn Troyka. Beyond these are many other writers whose theories and practices con-
tribute to this textbook: David Bartholomae, Ann Berthoff, James Britton, Kenneth Bruf-
fee, Richard Coe, Robert Connors, Edward Corbett, Peter Elbow, Caroline Eckhardt and
David Stewart, Janet Emig, Richard Fulkerson, Toby Fulwiler, George Hillocks, Richard
Larson, Erika Lindemann, Stephen North, Mike Rose, Mina Shaughnessy, and Stephen
Toulmin.

Since teaching writing is always a situated enterprise, I would like to thank the mem-
bers of the composition faculty and staff at Colorado State University whose teaching
expertise and enthusiasm have improved every page of the text and the teacher’s manual:
Kate Kiefer, Mike Palmquist, Donna LeCourt, Jon Leydens, Kathy Northcut, Mark
Bruce, Bob White, and Laura Thomas.

In addition, the following teachers offered excellent advice about changes and addi-
tions for the fourth edition: William S. Buck, Central Oregon Community College;
Marie B. Czarnecki, Mohawk Valley Community College; Gabriel Decio, McHenry
County College; Cynthia Haynes, University of Texas at Dallas; Paul Heikler, Virginia
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Tech; William T. Hope, Jefferson Community College; Elizabeth Metzger, University of
South Florida; Tramble T. Turner, Pennsylvania State University, Abington Campus;
Kathleen Walsh, Central Oregon Community College. Previous editions have benefited
from suggestions by Sue V. Lape—Columbus State Community College; Jim Moody—
South Suburban College; Clayton G. Holloway—Hampton University; Winifred Mor-
gan—Edgewood College; Michael Hogan—A.E. Missouri State University; James C.
McDonald—University of S. Louisiana; Sarah Liggett—Louisiana State University;
Paula Gillespie—Marquette University.

For the expert crew at Prentice Hall, I am especially grateful. Phil Miller, a fine edi-
tor and friend, has enthusiastically supported this text from the first edition. Kara Hado
provided ongoing editorial and organizational assistance, while Barbara Christenberry
clarified the manuscript at every turn. To Gina Sluss, Tracy Augustine, Jane Pohlenz, and
Rob Mejia, I can only say thanks for being such professionals—and for being such good
friends.

Finally, I wish to thank my family—Joy, Shelley, Michael, Gus, and Loren—for their
continued patience and active support.

—Stephen Reid
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T hew o @imes|| 1 e New York Times and Prentice Hall are sponsoring Themes ?f the
D—lD Times, a program designed to enhance student access to current infor-
mation of relevance in the classroom.
4 Through this program, the core subject matter provided in the
4 oo ¢ core s et pr

text is supplemented by a collection of time-sensative articles from one
of the world’s most distinguished newspapers, The New York Times. These articles demon-
strate the vital, ongoing connection between what is learned in the classroom and what is

happening in the world around us.

To enjoy the wealth of information of The New York Times daily, a reduced subscrip-
tion rate is available in deliverable areas. For information, call toll-free;: 1-800-631-1222.
Prentice Hall and The New York Times are proud to cosponsor Themes of the Times. We
hope it will make the reading of both textbooks and newspapers a more dynamic, involv-
ing process.

ABC News/Prentice Hall Video Library for Composi-
ABCNEWS tion, Volume II (0-13-149030-3)

This text is accompanied by a videocassette from ABC News and Prentice Hall,
which contains nine video segments, one for each of the nine chapters on purposes for
writing. These videos were selected from such award-winning news programs as 20/20,
World News Tonight/American A, Igenda, Nightline, and PrimeTime Live.

ABC NEWS annotations in the Annotated Instructor’s Edition indicate tie-ins
between the video library and the text and show professors how to use the videos as
springboards for writing and/or as “texts” for analyzing rhetorical strategies.

A video guide, the ABC News/Prentice Hall Video Guide Sfor Composition, by William
Costanzo of Westchester Community College, provides a synopsis for and transcripts of
each video; an overview of how to use the video library in class, and teaching notes orga-
nized three ways: by textbook chapter, by video selection, and by rhetorical strategies.
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