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Preface

n introductory sociology text attempts to do

many things. On one level, it must impart

basic information on a variety of subjects to
the students. At the same time, it must develop stu-
dents’ ability to think critically and to analyze every-
day events through the sociological perspective. Ide-
ally, students who complete the introductory course
should be able to transcend the common-sense ap-
proach to social phenomena that most of them bring
to the class.

My textbook has been written with both objec-
tives in mind. To increase students’ store of sociologi-
cal knowledge, I have included the most up-to-date
information, accompanied by current citations. In my
conversations with faculty members who teach the
introductory course, I have found that their most fre-
quent complaint about introductory texts s their tend-
ency to jump from topic to topic in a disconnected
manner as they try to mention every concept that any
instructor might want included. The result is that such
texts fail to explain most topics adequately and to
show how one topic or issue relates to another. In this
text, I have deliberately introduced slightly fewer con-
cepts than most competing books, although all major
topical areas are covered. By adopting this approach, I
have been able to discuss the concepts I cover in
greater depth than most introductory texts. I also
show how theories, issues, and debates in different
specialities of sociology relate to one another. I believe

that this will help students to see relationships among
ideas that are often missed in the attempt to cover
every possible concept in an encyclopedic manner.

To assist students in developing critical-thinking
skills, I have organized my text around the three basic
sociological perspectives: the functionalist, conflict,
and symbolic-interactionist perspectives. Rather than
introducing these concepts briefly in the opening
chapter and referring to them intermittently in later
chapters, I have devoted an entire chapter to explain-
ing them, including the strengths and weaknesses of
each and the ways students can use all three to achieve
a more complete understanding of social phenomena.
This analysis is carried through all remaining chapters,
as the key concepts in each chapter are analyzed from
these different perspectives. I genuinely believe that
each perspective helps us to understand an important
piece of social reality. Thus, throughout the book each
perspective is discussed with respect to those socio-
logical issues and debates to which it is relevant. There
is special effort to encourage critical thinking by invit-
ing students to consider how the findings of sociologi-
cal research are consistent or not consistent with the
claims of one or more of these broad perspectives, or
those of more narrowly-defined theories. The sections
of the book in which there is particular emphasis on
such critical thinking are identified by a small blue
square next to main topic headings; a black square
next to subheadings.



Special attention is paid to synthesizing the three
major sociological perspectives. A major focus of this
discussion is current efforts by several leading sociol-
ogists to integrate macro- and microsociological theo-
ries. The goal is to teach students to see the perspec-
tives not as competing arguments, but as approaches
that can each contribute to the student’s understand-
ing of social phenomena. Ultimately, this will help
students to develop their own perspectives.

Organization

I have divided my book into five parts. The first intro-
duces sociology as a discipline. Chapter 1 begins with
a brief discussion of the key theories and theorists of
sociology and discusses the social conditions that gave
rise to sociology and that continue to make it relevant.
The book then moves on in Chapter 2 to research
methodology, with special focus on the scientific
method. Two end-of-book appendixes are also linked
to Part 1. The first discusses careers in sociology and
offers many real-life examples of former students who
have entered careers within and outside of the profes-
sion. The second provides an overview of certain
quantitative concepts, including standard deviation
and correlation coefficients.

Part Il focuses on society and interaction. It
begins with a chapter devoted exclusively to the key
perspectives, a chapter unique to this text. Chapter 4
combines culture and social structure. These two
topics are treated together because they are so closely
interrelated that they cannot be separated realistically
into two chapters. This approach provides students
with a better-integrated view of the basis of social
organization. After discussing socialization in Chapter
5, 1 move immediately to sex and gender, unlike most
texts, which treat sex and gender in a later chapter.
The reasoning here is that because people are taught to
be male or female, the gender chapter incorporates
and illustrates the major topics introduced in social-
ization. The remaining chapters in Part II deal with
groups and organizations, deviance, and social con-
trol.

Part 111 deals with the crucial concept of stratifi-
cation. There are two stratification chapters: eco-
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nomic and prestige, and political. This division re-
flects the standard analysis of Weber. I then conclude
with the race and ethnicity chapter, which includes
such current issues as race versus class and affirmative
action. Part IV, social institutions, focuses on the basic
human institutions: economic and political systems,
marriage and the family, education, religion, and
health care. We then conclude with Part V, which
examines change and social behavior on a mass scale.

Changes in the Second
Edition

Although the basic organization of the first edition has
been retained, extensive revisions have been made
throughout the book. All data has been updated to
reflect the most current information available. Special
effort was made to discuss current events of sociologi-
cal import, including the Persian Gulf War, the failed
coup attempt and subsequent collapse of communism
in the Soviet Union, and the changing nature of racial
inequality in South Africa. Considerable effort was
also made to incorporate findings of new sociological
research, and over 325 new sources are cited, the
majority published since 1990. 1 have also incorpo-
rated numerous suggestions received from users of the
first edition of the book.

Portions of several chapters have been rewritten
entirely, either to reflect new directions and findings
in social research or in response to ideas from users
about how certain concepts and issues could be
presented more clearly. New material has been added,
or existing material substantially revised, on poverty
and youth gangs (Chapter 8), deindustrialization,
homelessness, and socioeconomic mobility (Chapter
9), the impact of the environment on technology, and
the changing economies of eastern Europe (Chapter
12), the social consequences of belief in romantic
love, and the relationship between poverty and family
structure (Chapter 13) Chapter 14 features new ma-
terial analyzing industrialization and the emergence of
mass education, the conceptualization and measure-
ment of ability, and students of color in higher educa-
tion. In Chapter 15, there is extensive new material
analyzing the paradoxical trends of secularization and




fundamentalist revival, and exploring the role of reli-
gion in American political life. Chapter 19 uses the
dramatic recent events in the Soviet Union to illustrate
Smelser’s theories of collective behavior and social
movements, and includes material from the author’s
own studies of the mass hysteria that resulted from a
psuedoscientific forecast of a major earthquake in the
Midwest in December, 1990. Chapter 20 has been
extensively revised, using the changes that have dom-
inated the headlines of the early 1990s to illustrate
basic theories and processes of social change. As 1
have made all these changes, however, 1 have been
very sensitive to retaining those features of the book
that instructors and students have told me they have
found useful. 1 hope and believe that the result is a
book that makes improvements upon the first edition,
while retaining its best features.

Features

My book contains a number of special features, in-
cluding boxes, photo essays, and pedagogical aids,
designed to assist students in developing a sociologi-
cal perspective. The major ones are listed below.

Photo Essays Each part opens with a photo essay
that ties together the main concepts introduced in the
chapters. This will provide students with a well-
integrated overview of each part.

Personal Journey into Sociology Major figures in
sociology, including Harry Edwards, Joan McCord,
William Dombhoff, and Charles Tilly, have written
boxes especially for this text explaining both the na-
ture and the personal meaning of their work.

Polls Apart Special interactive boxes based on re-
search data help students analyze their responses to
surveys and research questions on the basis of popular
opinion. Exercises are useful for critical thinking and
understanding the relevance of sociological research.

Comparing Cultures and Societies These boxes
examine social issues such as romantic love, home-
lessness, and the division of household labor in other

societies around the world. In addition to familiarizing
students with societies and cultures other than their
own, these boxes help students to understand their
own society better by seeing the social forces that
make other societies different from or similar to their

OWwI.

Pedagogy This book contains a number of valuable
pedagogical aids, including a variety of boxes on spe-
cial topics, end-of-chapter glossaries, chapter sum-
maries, further readings, and real-life opening vi-
gnettes. It is clearly written and carefully edited,
always with the introductory student as the intended
audience. Although it is highly readable, it is also com-
prehensive and thorough.

Supplements

Accompanying this book is a first-rate supplements
package. In fact, Prentice Hall offers the most com-
prehensive supplements package currently available
in the sociology market. The key supplements are
listed below.

Annotated Instructor’s Edition (81748-6): The
student version of the text, annotated with extra in-
structor material, such as notes and critical-thinking
questions, written by the author.

Instructor’s Resource Manual (81837-7): Written
by Lee Frank, of the Community College of Allegheny
County. For each text chapter, this resource provides
adetailed outline, list of chapter objectives, discussion
questions, additional lectures, and a section suggest-
ing how to use the various supplements.

Test ltem File (81747-8): Completely new, with
over 2000 questions in multiple choice, true-false,
and essay formats. Page-referenced to text. Prentice
Hall TestManager: An electronic test-generating
system available on IBM 3.5 (81838-5), IBM 5.25
(81841-9), and Mac TestManager (81839-3). Tele-
phone Test Preparation Service: Provides test
preparation and typing on bond paper or ditto master
within 48 hours of the request.
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Study Guide (81746-0): Includes chapter outlines
and summaries, key concepts, student self-tests, and

applied exercises.

Prentice Hall Color Transparencies, Sociology,
Series I (82331-0) and 11 (81715-5): 93 full-color
acetates taken from illustrations and charts both in
and outside of the text. Instructor’s Guide to Trans-
parencies, Series 1 (82376-5) and 11 (83398-
9): These guides offer suggestions for effectively using
each transparency in the classroom.

Social Survey Software: This interactive program
contains 70 sociologically based data sets, most taken
from the General Social Survey (1972-1989). 5.25
IBM (81892-2); 3.5 IBM (81891-4) and Mac (81893-
0) disks. Instructor’s Manual (83263-4) and Student
Manual (83262-6) available.

ABC News/Prentice Hall Video Library for So-
ciology: Video is the most dynamic supplement you
can use to enhance a class. But the quality of the video
material and how well it relates to your course still
makes all the difference. Prentice Hall and ABC News
are now working together to bring you the best and
most comprehensive video ancillaries available in the
college market.

Through its wide variety of award-winning
programs — Nightline, Business World, On Business,
This Week with David Brinkley, World News Tonight,
and The Health Show— ABC offers a resource for fea-
ture and documentary-style videos related to the
chapters in Sociology. The programs have extremely
high production quality, present substantial content,
and are hosted by well-versed, well-known anchors.

Prentice Hall and its authors and editors provide
the benefit of having selected videos on topics that will
work well with this course and text and include notes
on how to use them in the classroom in the Instruc-
tor’s Resource Manual.

A Contemporary View: The New York Times and
Prentice Hall are sponsoring A Contemporary View, a
program designed to enhance student access to
current information of relevance in the classroom.
Through this program, the core subject matter pro-
vided in the text is supplemented by a 32-page collec-
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tion of current articles from one of the world’s most
distinguished newspapers, The New York Times. These
articles demonstrate the vital, ongoing connection
between what is learned in the classroom and what is
happening in the world around us. Besides the collec-
tion of sociology-related articles, we also offer an 8-
page collection of articles on the coup attempt in the
U.S.S.R. in August, 1991.

Prentice Hall and The New York Times are proud
to co-sponsor A Contemporary View. We hope it will
make the reading of both textbooks and newspapers a
more dynamic, involving process. To enjoy the wealth
of information of The New York Times daily, a reduced
subscription rate is available. For information, call
toll-free 1-800-631-1222.
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PART 1
INTRODUCTION

thing I learned was a new way of thinking about my world, which en-

abled me to see and understand things that I had been unable to see and
understand before. In large part, it was nothing more than learning to ask ques-
tions that I otherwise would never have thought of. By asking the right questions,
I could often understand why people thought and acted as they did, even when in
the past the same thoughts and behaviors had seemed impossible to understand.

Based on this experience, it seems to me that the most important thing that
most of you can learn from an introductory sociology course is a new— and to
me, very exciting— way of thinking, analyzing, and asking questions about the
world in which you live. That is what Part 1, consisting of Chapters 1 and 2, is
all about. In Chapter 1, sociology is presented as a new way of understanding
human thought and behavior. You will see examples of questions you probably
could not answer without using sociology. Two key aspects of the sociological
way of understanding human thought and behavior are addressed in Chapter 1.
First, you will see how sociology uses the methods of scientific inquiry. Second,
you will see that sociology enables us to see the influence on our lives of human
collectivities, ranging from small informal groups up to entire societies.

In Chapter 2, we shall explore the scientific method of inquiry used by soci-
ologists in greater detail. This method involves asking questions, then collecting
information in a systematic way in order to answer those questions. Once the in-
formation has been collected, its meaning must be interpreted, which usually
leads to new questions. Thus, the scientific method is an ongoing cycle of build-
ing theory and conducting research. Sociology has developed a number of meth-
ods specifically designed for the study of human society, human thought, and
human behavior. Chapter 2 will familiarize you with these methods.

. s I think back to my own first course in sociology, the most important
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