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PREFACE

This, the ninth edition of the single volume
Textbook of Pediatrics,* has provided the editor
his first opportunity to share editing responsi-
bilities with medical colleagues. The relentless
progression of time as it applies to the individual
is sufficient reason to bring in younger blood to
assume responsibility. But there are additional
justifications. Chief among these are the great
increase in medical knowledge and the potentials
for application of it to the medical care of children.

It continues to be our goal to provide in a single
volume a synthesis of pediatric knowledge which
will be appropriate for the student as an introduc-
tion to pediatrics and for the clinician as a useful
and competent reference. For the assembly of the
text material we are dependent upon the many
contributors, the selection of whom constitutes
one of the major responsibilities of editorship. It
is the final synthesis and shaping of the con-
tributed manuscriots into a text with some sem-
blance of unity and balance in each section and in
the book as a whole which constitute the sizable
and painstaking task that one should be wise
enough to avoid.

Into such a forbidding situation we welcome
Drs. Vaughan and McKay. They were not chosen
lightly, nor did they come in blindly. Each has
been a major contributor to past editions and Dr.
Vaughan has given much help with sections other
than his own in several editions. Their strengths
are well known to the editor. Each has a broad
base in pediatrics, each has special interests which
are complementary, and each is a competent and
stimulating teacher. For the current edition they
have shared in the general planning, in the selec-

*Griffith-Mitchell (33, ’37, ’41), Mitchell-Nelson (45, '50) and
Nelson ('54, 59, '64) Textbook of Pediatrics; there were two
2 volume editions, Griffith, 1919, and Griffith-Mitchell, 1927.
Both J. P. Crozer Griffith and A. Graeme Mitchell died in 1941,
shortly after publication of the 3rd edition.

tion of contributors and in editing. At least for the
editor it has been a pleasant and an invigorating
experience.

No attempt will be made to delineate the
changes in this edition; they are recorded and will
be apparent in the Table of Contents. We have
done our best with the help of the contributors to
prepare a pediatric text which depicts the status
and provides perspective of current knowledge in
a usable manner. The task has been a tremendous
one, and we can only hope that in some degree we
have measured up. It is not difficult to be humble
under such circumstances. There are new con-
tributors for several of the major sections and for
a larger number of the shorter ones. To both the
old and new contributors we are indebted for the
thoroughness with which they have covered their
respective subjects and for their generosity in
accepting the editing necessary to permit publica-
tion in a single volume and to provide a semblance
of unity in literary style throughout.

As must be the case in a textbook such as this
one, there are many unrecorded contributors who
have helped in a variety of ways. Most of the
members of our respective departments and many
in other departments of our medical schools have
provided assistance. It is not possible to acknowl-
edge all of them, but we must give special credit
to Drs. Richard Behrman, Mary Coté, Catharine
Dacou, George Farrar, Joseph Garfunkel, Warren
Grover, Doris Howell, Eleanor Hunt, Jerold Lucey,
Demosthenes Pappagainis, Carol Phillipps,
Charles Poser, Nancy Huang and J..-Viswanathan.

To our publisher, the Saunders Company, we
acknowledge not only our continuing indebtedness
for their interest and care in providing a suitable
format but also for the pleasure of working with
them. We must here acknowledge the long and
pleasant association of Mr. John Shaw in the
editing of our book and wish him all the best in
the retirement which he is now looking forward to.

xi



xii

For the many tasks involved in the work of the
book we have had not only the best but the most
pleasant of help. The new members have included
Mrs. Vaughan and Mrs. Estelle W. Brown (a
former colleague and a long time friend of the
senior editor and more recently a colleague of
Dr. McKay). And as usual my family has con-
stituted the inside work force: Jane (Mrs.
Edward F. Beatty, Jr.), Ann (Mrs. Richard E.
Behrman) and Deborah (William’s wife).

And as for the final editing there has been no
change. I need only repeat a paragraph from the
Preface of the fourth edition (my first):

Preface

“Finally, the editorial ‘we’ must be ex-
plained. The task of editing has been shared
by my wife. No one has made a comparable
contribution. She has read and reread every
word in this entire book, except those in this
paragraph. If there is any evenness and
smoothness of construction, much of the
credit is hers.”

And so with the associate editors and the con-
tributors we trust that this ninth edition will
serve effectively for those who are interested in
and concerned about the welfare of children.

Warpo E. NELsON
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