FEssentials. e

‘ f y ®. - -

; _ A Down-toffartﬁ Qzlﬁ'afoaciﬁ . t




James M. Henslin

Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville

Allyn and Bacon
Boston = London s Toronto = Sydney m Tokyo = Singapore



Editor-in-Chief, Social Sciences: Karen Hanson
Series Editor: Jeff Lasser

Editorial Assistant: Andrea Christie

Marketing Manager: Judeth Hall

Signing Representative: Ward Moore

Cover Administrator: Linda Knowles
Composition and Prepress Buyer: Linda Cox
Manufacturing Buyer: Megan Cochran

Photo Researcher: Myrna Engler

Fine Art Researcher: Laurie Frankenthaler
Editorial-Production Service: The Book Company

Text and Cover Designer: Carol Somberg, Delgado Design, Inc.

Page Layout: Omegatype Typography, Inc.
Copyeditor: Kathy Smith

Allyn and Bacon

A Pearson Education Company
75 Arlington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02116

Internet:
www.ablongman.com

Copyright © 2002, 2000, 1998, 1996 by James M. Henslin

All rights reserved. No part of the material protected by this copyright notice may be
reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without the

written permission of the copyright owner.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Henslin, James M.

Essentials of sociology :a down-to-earth approach/James M. Henslin. — 4th ed.

p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-205-33713-9

1. Sociology. 1. Title.

HM586 .H43 2002
301-dc21

Chapter Opener Art Credits

Chapter 1: Second Circle Dance by Phoebe Beasley,
1987. Collage, 36" x 36". © Phoebe Beasley/Omni-Photo
Communications.

Chapter 2: Robed Journey of the Rainbow Clan by Helen
Hardin, 1976. Acrylic. © Helen Hardin 1976. Photo

© Cradoc Bagshaw 2002.

Chapter 3: Making Mud Pies by Diane Davis, 2000.
Watercolor, 8" x 11". © Diane Davis/Omni-Photo
Communications.

Chapter 4: Congregating People by Bernard Bonhomme,
1997. Digital image. © Bernard Bonhomme/SIS.

2001018894

Chapter 5: Les Flaneurs by Jean-Pierre Stora, 1995. Oil
on canvas, 61" x 50". © The Grand Design/SuperStock.
Chapter 6: Prison by Alan E. Cober. © Alan E. Cober/SIS.
Chapter 7: Tea Pickers by Senaka Sennayake, 20th
century. Oil on canvas. © SuperStock.

Chapter 8: Beg by Graham Dean, 1991. Colored dyes,

71 cm. X 53 cm. © Graham Dean/CORBIS.

Chapter 9: Watts 1963 by Kerry James Marshall, 1995.
Acrylic collage on canvas, 114 x 135 inches. Collection of
the St. Louis Museum of Art. Courtesy of Jack Shainman
Gallery, New York City.

Art and photo credits continue on page PC-1, which is a continuation of this copyright page.

Printed in the United States of America



How will you benefit from using
the Interactive Companion Web site?

\/ Provides you with frequent feedback on your
learning progress to perform better on tests.

Offers highly interactive ways for you
to engage with the textbook content.

Adds variety to course materials and
helps you study more effectively.

Helps you to think critically about
the information presented to you in
the textbook and on the Web site.

Ry

Gives you access to the latest information
related to the textbook topics via the Web.

A major advantage of the Web
site is that it allows students to
connect with a wealth of learning
support any time and any place.
Professors can create a vast array

of assignments and projects, f
knowing that all students — those %
in dorms and those commuting (

from home miles away, those

with easy access to libraries and

those who are more isolated —

have the resources to complete

the assignments and projects. @4

Anita Woolfolk
Educational Psychology Professor
The Ohio State University



" This Web site is one of

the best I have ever
worked with, and it has
helped me succeed in
my Sociology class here
at my school. Thank you
for such a wonderful
source of learning! «
 Megan, age 20

What your fellow students are saying
about the online materials for Henslin:

Thanks for the study
guide and practice tests.
They both helped me
prepare for my lecture
exams. | look forward to
my final exam, knowing
that I've prepared using
your site.

Bill, age 34

I think that this site is a great addition to the textbook.

It helps me prepare for my exams and discussions in class.
It is a different way of learning the material, and everything
is outlined in such a way that things are very easy to find.

Mary, age 20

~ using this Web site.
Brent, age 18

Everything you need is right here at y

" The interactive Web site for this book is a
terrific achievement. I got one of two A’s in
my class because I prepared for the test

We formed a study
group in our class,
virtually everyone
uses the Web site,
and everyone is
receiving good
grades. Keep up
the good work!!
Fatima, age 28

ur fingertips!
CTIVATE YOUR PIN.
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Easy navigation that lets you study
the way you want!
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Contents

Practice Test

Web Links

Video

Feedback

Each chapter begins with an attention-grabbing opener.
Click on the associated audio icon and you'll hear
questions or issues framed around the chapter opener;
this allows you to hear as well as read about

new concepts.

Chapter learning objectives are linked to the various
topic areas, allowing you to go directly from what

you need to learn in the chapter to the media assets
that will help you learn this new information.

Each topic area ends with an activity that is a review of
key terms. These are created as flash card exercises —
allowing you to reinforce the information that you've
learned from that section of the book.

Every chapter ends with three items:

a. Concept Check Activity which asks you to match terms
and concepts in the chapter with their definitions.

b. “Closing Thoughts” in which you revisit the opening
scenario and consider the situation in light of what
you've learned in the chapter.

c. Practice Test, which promotes self-regulation and self-
monitoring, two key elements of successful learning.

nieractive
OMpAnion g — T

Chapter Guide

Introduction

Ah, New Orleans. that mled city onthe Guilimages from its rich past ficated through
my head-pirates, wealth,intrigue. Memories from a pleasant vacation stimed niy thoughts-
i exotic Franch Cuarer mih 15 enticing eroma of Crecie food and sounds of earthy jazz
dnfing Swough the

‘The shelter for the homeless, however. forced me back to an unwelcome reality. The
sheker was the sama as those | had visited in the North, West. and East-only diner The
gt in fact. was the worst | had encountered durning my research and this sholter was the
only 0ne 10 insist on payment in exchange for sieeping in one of its fithy beds.

The men looked the same-disheveled and haggard, wearing that unmi stakable B
@xpression of despai-just ke the homeless amwhers in the country. Except for the l’ A
accent. you wouldnt know what ragion of the country you were in_Poverty wears the same g

trod face, | realized The accent may differ, but the look remains the

The next morming, | felt indignation swell within me | had grown used 1o the sIgts and
smels of abject poverty. Those no longer surprised me But now, just 8 block or $0 from
the shelter | was started by @ Sight 50 out of Stap with the misery and despair | had just
epenenced that | stopped in midtrack

| was confronted by ife-size_ full-color photos that were mounted on the transparent
plastic shelter covering 8 bus stop Stanng back at me were finely dressed men and
wormen proudly StnAting about as they modeled elegant suits, dresses, diamonds, and furs

A wave of disQust sviept Gver me S Is cockayed in this society ~ | thought.
My mind refusing to SIOp WAaPosIng these IMages vath the sulfering | had st witnessed



Additional chapter offered to you
exclusively online!

Online Chapter

Bonus chapter exclusively online!
This new “Human Sexuality” chapter,
written by James M. Henslin, can be
it i ; accessgd from the homepage of the
A Down-to-Earth Approach, 4/ - . Interactive Companion Web site.

pe e . Throughout the online chapter

. there are links to activities and
related Web sites.

Site Search | Home | Help | Companion Website

¥ nteractive
OnPaAnIion ENTy

Online Chapter: The Sociology of Human Sexuality

Sex as Social

Sex is much more than personal, however. It is also social. In fact, we
can't understand sex apart from our membership in human groups.
Although It is we who feel particular sexual desires, we who have
certain sexual preferences and fantasies, and we who engage in
particular sexual behaviors, these are not simply an expression of
something that comes from within us. Throughout this text, you have
seen how your membership in groups shapes your feelings, attitudes,
and behavior. This highly personal and intimate realm of your life
called sex is no ption. It, too, is shaped by your bership in

groups. The ThlnEIm Critically b'ox on the social control of sex
explores this or.

Throughout this text, | stress how human behavior varies around the
world. You've read about different customs concerning marriage,
suicide, race, gender, medicine, religi de, and other aspects
of life. Just as cuitures differ in these areas, so they differ with regard
to human sexuality. As we look at some of this variation around the
world, it should be apparent that had you been reared in a different
culture, not only would your speech, your clothing, and your ideas
about how to make a living be different, but so would your sexual
attitudes, behaviors, and even f: |




Interactive ways to prepare for that
in-class exam and research paper!

[ Practice Test

Practice Test
Click on a “Practice Test” icon and
you'll be able to test your understanding
of the chapter material by completing a
self-scoring practice test. You'll receive
immediate results and feedback from
your test, allowing you to review your
weak areas in preparation for the actual
in-class exam.

S Somrch | Siome | ey | Commpamuon Wetrate
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Practice Test 1.1

All but which one of the following determined a person's social class, according
1. toMaxWeber?

Owealth

O occupational prestige
Oreligion

O power

2. How have levels of job prestige changed?

O Rankings have been consistent across countnes and over ime
O Prastige levels for jobs have changed from country to country
O Prestige lavels have changed a great deal over time

$6

1 think it's great. You can

> O The level of pay has become less important in determining @ job's prestige

take practice tests so that vl

enyou ”yget o In a study by Ray Gold, apartment-house janitors, who unionized and made more
you alfeady know what to 3. mmmmsom of the peomvdmgammmvymnodou are an example

] - ’ ﬂ"nk it i ”y 3 O contradictory class location
contributes to your learning. Oscaamatity
- stetus inconsistsncy

Glﬂﬂa, m 2 7 , ’ O status consistency

Web links i e

With the benefit of an Internet : e sty cuvsmmon
connection, by clicking on the kwmpam(m e

“Web links” icon you'll jump to

current Web sites that provide you

with additional information about

the specific topics you're studying.

Web links are continuously monitored
and updated by Allyn & Bacon, so you'll
always have the most current sites to
access. This is a great resource for you
to utilize when writing a research paper!

1

apter Guide

Chapter8 P

_| Web Links

e Wtk Forbes 400 Richest in America

"1 Who is on the Forbes kst of the 400 richest people in
Amm‘Mmdmewmmmmﬁmuo
only 45 women included on the

@ "% Excemtstrom The Power Eite
"/ Read these excarpts from The Power Elite by C. Wright Mills

S WUk |nstitute for Research on Poverty |
L This highly informative site f ommeunvemlyo(Wlsconsm is
a oeslmaodlaseardt (mev forthe US Depmmo
and Human Services The focus is on
causes, end impact olsoc-a(memehn inthe

asumnm
Unitad States

e -f{_' Vance Packard: The Sulus Seekers
: This book is one of the most influential social commentaries
written on the mid-twentieth century shift in Amencan class
and consciousness Visit this site to read selected
chapters on class and status in post-industrial Amenca. You
will also find @ treasure trove of links to the literature and

These Web links help me find B ato
= i ritannia
monarchs. In addition to excel mages and information, it
quallty internet TESOI.M'Cﬁ' This British site has Ineresing bographies of Englsh
for the types of assignments Serves to ilstrats closed stats Socieges and ascnbed stats
required for class. T P Ao Somloog s Jom. ajon site deved o
Debm, a 22 Karl Marx and his to the field of El

99



Information comes alive when
you see it and hear it!

Video

Click on a “Videe" icon and you'll be
captivated by the sights and sounds
of video segments directly related to
the material you just read. These
compelling video segments come
from leading television news sources.

i Wdes  Plight of a Homeless Veteran
8 What lund of person comes to mind when you think of homeless
people? Do you iook upon homeless veterans differently than
other homeless people?

e Wides  E-Shopping
B2 Who are the people most likely to be shopping via the intemet?

The audio, feedback,
and videos help me

understand each chapter.
Janel, age 40

Click on an “Audio” icon and you'll hear
either the author of the textbook or a
specialist in the field speaking directly
about concepts in the book. Often

the “voice” will add background
information or give examples -
material that enhances and extends
the chapter material.

cg racm'e v
mpanmn

Puso i
) % Thinkingkover

) Sofe  Components of Wealth
Anindvidual's wealth refers to more than his or her income
‘2) -ll Health and Income

A report indicates that how an indradusl describes the quality of
tlsofhsvhedmsrmmmpe@onsmcoma

Mmﬁmo Alger's stories, and why were
mmpouhmmlmgaris

Everything you need is right here at your fingertips!
Y 2 yAc TIV TEpYOUR PIN.



Activities give you more opportunities
to test your level of understanding!

teraciree Companion: Interactive (ompanio:

Acﬁvities [- Activities
Click on an “Activities” icon and you
can complete interesting activities
directly related to the information
presented in the textbook. You'll be
asked to research, discuss, think
critically, and more!

Chapter8
Activities

M5 Essay: What Do Cars Tell Us About Social Status?

Does the car you dr ve tell a lot about you? Take a look at the
Car Pricing Guide znd explore cars as status symbols

M Ay Essay: Responding to Status Markers
2 "V:lnat status markers do you look for in your associates and
ends?

Essay: Homeless Vetsran Video Questions
Watch the ideo recarding the homeless veteran, then answer
the associated critical thinking questions

ity
K Review alkcy Terms
Aty

Chech your knowledge of key terms and concepts from this
W’ﬂoﬂ

Essay: Technology Haves and Have-nots

o
o
M Why does the Yechnology gap” exst? What can we do to
&
Tl

close me gap betwean the technology “haves” and the “have-
nots”

be

1 enjoyed using the Web site!
The matching games and the
vocabulary terms helped me

the most

Andy, age 18 @4

oty Review of Key Terms i
: Chech your knowledge of key terms and concepts from this i
section.

Actiutty by the Can Money Buy ?

ihat are the econoTic and marital situations of those adult
Americens who are most likely to report themseives a being
"vary happy"? Read through this "Sociology by the Numbers™
article and analyze the data yoursell

o @ Essay: E-Shopping Video Questions

<

Profile
By entering your profile on the site, you can avoid retyping
it every time you need to submit homework. Once saved,
the information will appear automatically whenever it's
required.

Feedback

We are always looking to improve and expand upon the
information and technology we offer you. If you have any
suggestions, questions or technical difficulties, please
contact us through the feedback feature on the site.




More online resources to help
you get a better grade!

ContentSelect for Sociology

The task of writing a research paper
just got much less daunting! NEW from
Allyn & Bacon — customized discipline-
specific online research collections. Each
database contains 25,000+ articles, which
include content from over 100 leading
peer-reviewed sociology journals plus
selected news magazines. Sophisticated
keyword search coupled with a simple
and easy-to-use interface will give you

a competitive course advantage by
providing you with a relevant and flexible
research tool. You no longer have to
spend hours culling through irrelevant
results from other less sophisticated
databases! This incredible research tool
is FREE for the entire year, and can be
accessed from the password-protected
Web site available with this book. Visit
www.ablongman.com/techsolutions
for more details.

'VAllyn & Bacon

;A Pearsnn Educatmn chpany
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Refresh o AoFill Prat
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Tite:
Subject:
Author(s);
Source:
Abstract:

AN:
ISSN:

ENGAGING WITH GENDER: STAR TREK'S ' NEXT GENERATION'

ACT In thus articls 1 sxamine the reprasentation of gender ales in Star

o abacon oo /bockbind/pubbooks /hens1i5 b /mediali /oonterd

Journal Research Co

Content
(Resumiit] [RefmeSoarch)  [ew Seercn]

Engaging with gender: Star Trek's ‘Mext Generation.'

SEX role in television; STAR Trek: The hlext Generation (TV program)
Korzeniowska, Victoria B.

Joumal of Gerider Studies, Mar26, Vol. 5 Issue 1, p19, 7p

Examines the representation of gender roles in the television program - Star Trek
The Next Generation' and explores the concept of gender perpetuated by the
series. Series’ moves towards androgyny and sexual equality; Perpetuation of the
prescriptive notion of gender-stereotyped behavior for both sexes.

960424 U
09589236 L

.

Trel: The N

This powerful research tool will cut down on the
amount of time you spend finding relevant
information for your research papers.

VOour

ACTIVATE YOUR PIN.

: ‘com/socioiogy‘

www.ablongman.com/techsolutions

We’re committed to helping
instructors with their
technology needs!

Let us help
you piece it
together!




To my son, Paul,
who is inheriting a world not of his making.
May his contributions to it be of value to those who follow.



elcome to sociology! I've loved sociology
since [ was in my teens, and I hope you en-
joy it, too. Sociology is fascinating because it
holds the key to so much understanding of social life.

If you like to watch people and try to figure out why
they do what they do, you will like sociology. Sociology
pries open the doors of society so you can see what goes
on behind them. Essentials of Sociology: A Down-to-Earth
Approach stresses how profoundly our society and the
groups to which we belong influence us. Social class,
for example, sets us on a path in life. For some, the
path leads to better health, more education, and higher
income, but for others it leads to poverty, dropping
out of school, and even a higher risk of illness and dis-
ease. These paths are so significant that they affect our
chances of making it to our first birthday, as well as of
getting in trouble with the police. They even influence
how our marriage will work out, the number of children
we will have—and whether or not we will read this book
in the first place.

When 1 took my first course in sociology, 1 was
“hooked.” Seeing how marvelously my life had been af-
fected by these larger social influences opened my eyes
to a new world, one that has been fascinating to explore.
I hope that this will be your experience also.

From how people become homeless to how they
become presidents, from why people commit suicide
to why women are discriminated against in every so-
ciety around the world—all are part of sociology. This
breadth, in fact, is what makes sociology so intriguing.
We can place the sociological lens on broad features of
society, such as social class, gender, and race-ethnicity,
and then immediately turn our focus on the small-scale
level. If we look at two people interacting—whether
quarreling or kissing—we see how these broad features
of society are being played out in their lives.

We aren’t born with instincts. Nor do we come
into this world with preconceived notions of what
life should be like. At birth, we have no ideas of race-

ethnicity, gender, age, or social class. We have no idea,
for example, that people “ought” to act in certain ways
because they are male or female. Yet we all learn such
things as we grow up in our society. Uncovering the
“hows” and the “whys” of this process is also part of
sociology’ fascination.

One of sociologys many pleasures is that as we
study life in groups (which can be taken as a definition
of sociology), whether those groups be in some far-off
part of the world or in some nearby corner of our own
society, we constantly gain insights into our own selves.
As we see how their customs affect them, effects of our
own society on us become more visible.

This book, then, can be part of an intellectual ad-
venture, for it can lead you to a new way of looking at
your social world—and in the process, help you to bet-
ter understand both society and yourself.

I wish you the very best in college—and in your
career afterward. It is my sincere hope that Essentials of
Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach will contribute to
that success.

@ﬁ%@x

James M. Henslin, Professor Emeritus
Department of Sociology
Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville

PS. I enjoy communicating with students, so feel free
to comment on your experiences with this text. Be-
cause I travel a lot, it is best to reach me by e-mail:
henslin@aol.com

Also, you may want to look at the Website for this
text: www.ablongman.com/henslin

xvii
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emember when you first got “hooked” on soci-

ology, how the windows of perception opened

as you began to see life-in-society through the
sociological perspective? For most of us, this was an
eye-opening experience. This text is designed to open
those windows onto social life, so students can see
clearly the vital effects of group membership on their
lives. Although few students will get into what Peter
Berger calls “the passion of sociology,” we at least can
provide them the opportunity.

Sociology is like a huge jigsaw puzzle. Only very
gradually do the intricate pieces start to fit together. As
they do so, our perspective changes as we shift our eyes
from the many small, disjointed pieces onto the whole
that is being formed. Although this analogy is imper-
fect, it indicates a fascinating process of sociological dis-
covery. Of all the endeavors we could have entered, we
chose sociology because of the ways in which it joins to-
gether the “pieces” of society and the challenges it poses
to “ordinary” thinking. To share the sociological perspec-
tive with students is our privilege.

As instructors of sociology, we have set formidable
tasks for ourselves—to teach both social structure and
social interaction, and to introduce students to the main
sociological literature, to both the classic theorists and
contemporary research. And we would like to accom-
plish this in ways that enliven the classroom, encourage
critical thinking, and stimulate our students’ sociologi-
cal imagination. Although formidable, these goals are at-
tainable. This book, based on many years of frontline
(classroom) experience, is designed to help you reach
these goals. Its subtitle, A Down-to-Earth Approach, is not
proposed lightly. My goal is to share the fascination of
sociology with students, and thereby make your teach-
ing more rewarding.

Over the years, I have found the introductory
course especially enjoyable. It is singularly satisfying to
see students’ faces light up as they begin to see how sepa-
rate pieces of their world fit together. It is a pleasure
to watch them gain insight into how their social experi-
ences give shape to even their innermost desires. This is
precisely what this text is designed to do—to stimulate

Xviii

your students’ sociological imagination so they can bet-
ter perceive how the “pieces” of society fit together—and
what this means for their own lives.

Filled with examples from around the world as well
as from our own society, this text helps make today’s
multicultural, global society come alive for the student.
From the international elite carving up global markets to
the intimacy of friendship and marriage, the student can
see how sociology is the key to explaining contemporary
life—and his or her own place in it.

In short, this text is designed to make your teach-
ing easier. There simply is no justification for students
to have to wade through cumbersome approaches to so-
ciology. I am firmly convinced that the introduction to
sociology should be enjoyable, and that the introductory
textbook can be an essential tool in sharing the discovery
of sociology with students.

HE ORGANIZATION
OF THIS TEXT

The text is laid out in five parts. Part I focuses on the
sociological perspective, which we introduce in the first
chapter. We then look at how culture influences us in
Chapter 2, examine socialization in Chapter 3, and com-
pare macrosociology and microsociology in Chapter 4.

Part I1, which focuses on groups and social control,
adds to the students’ understanding of how significantly
social groups influence our lives. In Chapter 5, as we
examine the different types of groups, we also look at the
fascinating area of group dynamics. Then, in Chapter 6,
we focus on how groups “keep us in line” and sanction
those who violate their norms.

In Part III, we examine how social inequality per-
vades society and how those inequalities have an impact
on our lives. Because social stratification is so signifi-
cant, I have written two chapters on this topic. The first
(Chapter 7), with its global focus, presents an overview
of the principles of stratification. The second (Chapter
8), with its emphasis on variations in social class, focuses



on stratification in U.S. society. After establishing this
broader context, in Chapter 9 we examine inequalities
of race and ethnicity, and in Chapter 10 those of gender
and age.

Part IV makes students more aware of how social in-
stitutions encompass their lives. In Chapter 11, we look
at how the economy and politics are our overarching so-
cial institutions. In Chapter 12, we examine the family,
and in Chapter 13 we turn our focus on education and
religion. Throughout, we look at how these social insti-
tutions are changing, and how their changes, in turn,
influence our orientations and decisions.

With its focus on broad social change, Part V pro-
vides an appropriate conclusion for the book. Here we
examine why our world is changing so rapidly, as well
as catch a glimpse of what is yet to come. In Chapter
14, we analyze trends in population and urbanization,
sweeping forces in our lives that ordinarily remain below
our level of awareness. Our focus on technology, social
movements, and the environment in Chapter 15 then
takes us to the “cutting edge” of vital changes that engulf
us all.

HEMES AND FEATURES

Six central themes run throughout the text: globaliza-
tion, cultural diversity, down-to-earth sociology, critical
thinking, sociology and the new technology, and the
theme new to this edition—the growing influence of the
mass media on our lives. Let’s look at these six themes.

Globalization

The first theme, globalization, explores the impact of
global issues. The new global economy, for example,
which has intertwined the fates of nations, vitally affects
our lives. The globalization of capitalism influences the
kinds of skills and knowledge we need, types of work
available to us, costs of the goods and services we con-
sume, and even whether our country is at war or peace.
In addition to the strong emphasis on global issues that
runs throughout this text, I have written a separate chap-
ter on global stratification. I have also featured global
issues in the chapters on social institutions and the fi-
nal chapters on social change: technology, population,
urbanization, social movements, and the environment.
What occurs in Russia, Japan, and China, as well
as in much smaller nations such as the various parts
of the former Yugoslavia, has direct and far-reaching

TO THE INSTRUCTOR FROM THE AUTHOR ® XiX

consequences on our own lives. Consequently, in addi-
tion to this global focus that runs throughout the text,
the second theme, Cultural Diversity, also has a strong
global emphasis.

Cultural Diversity in the United States
and Around the World

The second theme, cultural diversity, has two primary
emphases. The first is cultural diversity around the
world. Gaining an understanding of how social life is
“done” in other parts of the world often challenges our
taken-for-granted assumptions of social life. At times,
learning about other cultures gives us an appreciation
for the life of other peoples; at other times, we may be
shocked at some aspect of another group’s way of life
(such as female circumcision) and come away with a re-
newed appreciation of our own customs.

To highlight this sub-theme, I have written a series
of boxes on worldwide diversity. The boxed features,
here and throughout the text, are one of my favorite fea-
tures of the book. They are especially valuable for intro-
ducing the provocative and controversial materials that
make sociology such a lively activity. Among the boxed
[eatures that stress this sub-theme of cultural diversity
around the world are an examination of human sexu-
ality in Mexico and Kenya (Chapter 6), selling brides
in China (Chapter 10), female circumcision in Africa
(Chapter 10), love and arranged marriage in India
(Chapter 12), infanticide in China (Chapter 14), and the
destruction of the rain forests and indigenous people in
Brazil (Chapter 15).

The second emphasis is cultural diversity in the
United States. In this sub-theme, we examine groups
that make up the fascinating array of people who com-
pose the United States. Among the boxes I have written
with this sub-theme are the significance of language—
Spanish and English in Miami, and the terms people
choose for their own racial-ethnic self-identification
(both in Chapter 2), the resistance of social change by
the Amish (Chapter 4), how Tiger Woods represents a
significant change in racial-ethnic identification (Chap-
ter 9), Islam as the new religious neighbor (Chapter 13),
our shifting racial-ethnic mix (Chapter 14), and the Mil-
lion Man March (Chapter 15).

Looking at cultural diversity—whether it be in the
United States or in other regions of the world—often chal-
lenges our own orientations to life. To see that there are so
many varieties of “doing” social life is to highlight the
arbitrariness of our own customs—and our customary
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ways of thinking. These contrasts help students develop
their sociological imagination. They are better able to see
connections among key sociological concepts such as
culture, socialization, norms, race-ethnicity, gender, and
social class. As your students’ sociological imagination
grows, they can attain a new perspective on their own
experiences—and a better understanding of the social
structure of U.S. society.

Down-to-Earth Sociology

As many years of teaching have shown me, all too often
textbooks are written to appeal to the adopters of texts
rather than to the students who must learn from them.
Thus, a central concern in writing this book has been
to present sociology in a way that not only facilitates
understanding but also shares its excitement. During
the course of writing other texts, I often have been told
that my explanations and writing style are “down-to-
earth,” or accessible and inviting to students—so much
so that I have used this phrase as the book’s subtitle.
The term is also featured in my introductory reader,
Down to Earth Sociology, 11th edition (New York: Free
Press, 2001).

This third theme is highlighted by a series of boxed
features that explore sociological processes that underlie
everyday life. In these Down-to-Earth sociology boxes,
we consider such issues as improper and fraudulent
social research (Chapter 1), “written gestures” (“emoti-
cons”) being used in e-mail (Chapter 2), the relationship
between heredity and environment (Chapter 3), how
sports shape male identity in such a way that it makes
intimate relationships difficult for men (Chapter 3), how
the United States is being “McDonaldized” (Chapter 5),
lifestyles of the super-rich (Chapter 8), how voice is used
to practice racial discrimination in the rental market
(Chapter 9), Louisiana’s controversial covenant marriage
(Chapter 12), the gentrification of Harlem (Chapter 14),
and corporate welfare (Chapter 15).

This third theme is actually a hallmark of the text,
as my goal is to make sociology “down to earth.” To
help students grasp the fascination of sociology, I con-
tinuously stress sociology’s relevance to their lives. To
reinforce this theme, I avoid unnecessary jargon and use
concise explanations and clear and simple (but not re-
ductive) language. I often use student-relevant examples
to illustrate key concepts, and I have based several of the
chapters’ opening vignettes on my own experiences in
exploring social life. That this goal of sharing sociology’s
fascination is being reached is evident from the many

comments I receive from instructors and students alike
that the text helps make sociology “come alive.”

Critical Thinking

The fourth theme, critical thinking, focuses on contro-
versial social issues and engages students in examining
the various sides of those issues. These sections, titled
“Thinking Critically,” can enliven your classroom with a
vibrant exchange of ideas. Among the issues addressed
are our tendency to conform to evil authority, as uncov-
ered by the Milgram experiments (Chapter 5); boun-
ties paid to kill homeless children in Brazil (Chapter
7); social class inequality in the treatment of mental
and physical illness (Chapter 8); racial segregation (by
choice) on college campuses (Chapter 8); a consider-
ation of quality of life and our potential to increase our
life span (Chapter 10); and abortion as a social move-
ment (Chapter 15).

Because these Thinking Critically sections are based
on controversial social issues that either affect the stu-
dents own life or are something that he or she is vitally
interested in, they stimulate critical thinking and lively
class discussion. They also lend themselves especially
well to debates and small-group discussion. For a full
listing of this feature, see p. xv.

Sociology and the New Technology

The fifth theme, sociology and the new technology, in-
vestigates an aspect of social life that has come to be
central to our existence. We welcome these new tools,
for they help us to be more efficient at doing our tasks,
from making a living to communicating with people
on the other side of the globe. The significance of the
new technology goes far beyond the tools and the ease
and efficiency they bring to our tasks, however. The
new technology also penetrates our being—it shapes our
thinking, leading to changed ways of viewing life. We
are in the midst of a social revolution that will leave few
aspects of our lives untouched.

This theme is introduced in Chapter 2, where tech-
nology is defined and presented as a major aspect of cul-
ture. It is then discussed throughout the text. Examples
include the implications of technology for maintaining
global stratification (Chapter 7); how the consequences
of technology differ by social class (Chapter 8); how
technology outpaces norms (Chapter 10); how technol-
ogy led to social inequality in early human history and
how it now may lead to world peace—and to Big Brother



(Chapter 11). The final chapter (15), “Technology, So-
cial Change, and the Environment,” concludes the book
with a focus on this theme.

To highlight this theme, 1 have written a series of
boxes on how technology is changing society and affect-
ing our lives. Among these are the potential of comput-
ers to replace the human species (Chapter 2), how for
some people virtual friendship is replacing their flesh-
and-blood friends (Chapter 4), the appearance of a
new group, electronic communities (Chapter 5), cyber-
slacking and cybersleuthing (Chapter 5), the digital di-
vide (Chapter 8), how technology is restructuring work
(Chapter 11), and unusual reproduction (Chapter 12).

The Mass Media and Social Life

New to this edition is a sixth theme, how the mass me-
dia influence social life. In this theme, we stress how the
media affect our behavior and permeate our thinking.
We consider how they even penetrate our consciousness
to such a degree that they have an impact on how we
perceive our own bodies. As your students consider this
theme, they should begin to see the mass media in a dif-
ferent light, which should further stimulate their socio-
logical imagination.

In addition to this theme running through the text,
I have also written a series of boxed features to make it
more prominent for students. Among these are an analy-
sis of why Native Americans like Western novels and
movies even though Indians are usually portrayed as vic-
tims (Chapter 2), the influence of computer games on
images of gender (Chapter 3), the worship of thinness—
and how this affects our own body images (Chapter 4),
the issue of censoring high-tech pornography (Chapter
6), slavery in today’s world (Chapter 7), preaching ha-
tred and online censorship (Chapter 9), finding pleasure
in the pain of others (Chapter 10), stimulating greed to
stimulate the economy (Chapter 11), and God on the
Net (Chapter 13).

On Sources and Terms

Sociological data are found in an amazingly wide vari-
ety of sources, and this text reflects that variety. Cited
throughout this text are standard journals such as the
American Journal of Sociology, Social Problems, and Jour-
nal of Marriage and the Family, as well as more esoteric
journals such as the Bulletin of the History of Medicine,
Chronobiology International, and Western Journal of Black
Studies. 1 also have drawn heavily from standard news
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sources, especially the New York Times and Wall Street
Journal, as well as more unusual sources such as El Pais.
In addition, I cite unpublished papers by sociologists.

Finally, a note on terms. Although still in use, the
terms First World, Second World, and Third World
are severely problematic. Even though unintentional, to
say First World inevitably connotes superiority of some
sort—a sort of coming in first place, with other nations
following in lesser, inferior positions. To substitute the
terms Most Developed Countries, Less Developed Coun-
tries, and Least Developed Countries carries the same
ethnocentric burden. These terms indicate that our eco-
nomic state is superior: We are “developed,” but they are
not. To overcome this problem, I use neutrally descrip-
tive terms: the Most Industrialized Nations, the Indus-
trializing Nations, and the Least Industrialized Nations.
These terms do not carry an ethnocentric value burden,
for they indicate only that a nation’s amount of industri-
alization is measurable and relative, without a connota-
tion that industrialization is desirable.

Supplements for the Instructor

Instructor’s Manual. For each chapter in the text,
the Instructor’s Manual provides: a “chapter-at-a-glance”
grid that coordinates use of other supplements; a chapter
summary; learning objectives; a lecture outline; a list of
what’s new in the Fourth Edition; key terms with page
references; classroom discussion topics and activities;
and suggestions for guest lecturers.

Test Banks. The test banks contain several thou-
sand questions in multiple choice, true-false, short an-
swer, and essay formats. Many of the multiple choice
questions test the students’ ability to apply what they’ve
learned to new situations.

Computerized Testing. Allyn and Bacon Test Man-
ager is an integrated suite of testing and assessment tools
for Windows and Macintosh. You can use Test Manager
to create professional-looking exams in just minutes by
selecting questions from the database, editing questions,
or by writing your own questions. Course management
features include a class roster, gradebook, and item anal-
ysis. Test Manager also has everything you need to create
and administer online tests.

Call-In Testing. Allyn and Bacon can create tests
for you and have a finished, ready-to-duplicate test on
its way to you by mail or fax within 48 hours.



