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Introduction

Paint Shop Pro is a powerful yet easy-to-use graphics editor that is also surprisingly affordable.
Whether you're creating your own images from scratch, editing clip art, or retouching digital
photos, Paint Shop Pro has the tools you need. Paint Shop Pro 8 Solutions helps you explore
these tools so you can make the most of them and make them work for you.

What You’ll Find in This Book

This book shows you what sorts of projects you can undertake with Paint Shop Pro 8, giving
you guidance to help you in your own graphics projects. In this book, you’ll find:
P Instruction on using Paint Shop Pro’s basic tools and commands

P Hands-on examples that show you how to use Paint Shop Pro to create
handmade images and edit digital photos
P Tips on how to print images and optimize them for the Web

P Techniques for using layers, masks, and vectors to create just the right effect

Not every feature of Paint Shop Pro can be covered in a book of this length. Some seldom-used
or advanced features, such as Image Arithmetic, are not discussed. But you will find all of the
basics and quite a bit more.

This Book’s Intended Audience

This book is for graphics hobbyists and business people who have just started out with Paint
Shop Pro. It should help anyone who wants to discover how this versatile program can help
them create or edit graphics, whether printed or onscreen, photographic or hand-drawn.

Assumptions

This book assumes that you have Paint Shop Pro version 8 and an interest in creating and
editing digital images. You may be unsure about what sorts of graphics operations Paint Shop
Pro makes available to you, but you want to explore what'’s there and discover how Paint Shop
Pro can help you with your own graphics projects.

Here are a few other assumptions in this book:

P You're running Microsoft Windows® 98, NT4 SP6a, 2000, ME, or XP. Paint
Shop Pro is available only for the PC platform. You should also be familiar with
how to install and run programs on your PC. '



Xii

P You're familiar with the peripherals used with your computer. This book will

help you use Paint Shop Pro to edit scanned images and digital photos and to
print your images. But you will need to be familiar with your particular
peripherals (your scanner, digital camera, and printer) and how to install them
and use them.

You want to learn. This book has been written to help you explore the many
graphics operations that Paint Shop Pro makes available to you. Working with
graphics can sometimes be challenging, but your curiosity and desire to learn
will help you meet challenges in your quest for great graphics.

How This Book Is Organized

Paint Shop Pro 8 Solutions is divided into ten chapters and three appendices:

>
>

Chapter 1, “Paint Shop Pro 8 Basics.” This chapter gets you started. You'll get
acquainted with Paint Shop Pro’s workspace and several basic tools and features.

Chapter 2, “The Painting Tools.” Chapter 2 focuses on the Paint Brush,
Airbrush, and other tools you use for freehand painting with pixels. You’ll look
at the Picture Tube tool, which enables you to paint with ready-made pictures,
as well as the retouching tools and Clone Brush, which can help you retouch
digital photos.

Chapter 3, “The Drawing Tools.” In Chapter 3, you’ll learn about the basic
drawing tools: the Pen tool and the Preset Shapes tool. You’ll see how to draw
lines and shapes in raster mode and how to create your own styled lines.

Chapter 4, “Working with Layers and Masks.” In this chapter, you’ll learn about
the power of layers and masks. Layers let you manipulate part of a complex
image while leaving the rest untouched, blend one image into another, and
produce many effects that would be difficult or close to impossible without
layers. Masks enable you to modify transparency on other layers without
actually affecting the data on those layers.

Chapter 5, “Selections.” Being able to isolate parts of an image and modify only
that part makes many image-editing tasks easier. This chapter shows you how to
do just that, using Paint Shop Pro’s selection tools.

Chapter 6, “Vector Solutions.” Drawing with vectors allows you to warp a shape
or change its attributes again and again, all without degrading image quality in
the least. Discover how vectors can help you create great drawings that you can
change easily whenever you like.

Chapter 7, “Text Solutions.” Whether you're creating buttons for a Web site, an
illustration for a business report, or a poster for your community festival, you’ll
need to add text to your images. Learn how Paint Shop Pro’s Text tool can help
you get the text effects you need.
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Chapter 8, “Photo Editing Solutions.” Now that scanners and digital cameras are
becoming more and more affordable, the number of people needing the digital
equivalent of a darkroom is on the rise. Paint Shop Pro fits the bill by providing
you with a wide range of photo editing tools and filters. In this chapter, you’ll
learn how to retouch and crop your photos, remove red-eye, adjust color and
contrast, and more.

Chapter 9, “Print Solutions.” This chapter covers printing with Paint Shop Pro.
Print a photo, a set of thumbnails, a greeting card, or whatever you need.
Chapter 10, “Web Graphics Solutions.” Paint Shop Pro has lots of tools for the
Web graphics designer, including built-in Web optimizers, an image slicer, and
an image map utility. In this chapter, you’ll learn about these and more.
Appendix A, “Paint Shop Pro 8 Effects.” Paint Shop Pro 8 has many built-in
special effects. This appendix lists them all and provides many examples.
Appendix B, “Paint Shop Photo Album.” Users of Paint Shop Pro might also be
interested in Jasc’s Paint Shop Photo Album. This appendix describes some of
this application’s features.

Appendix C, “Resources.” This appendix lists a few online resources for Paint
Shop Pro.

Conventions Used in This Book

The following conventions are used in this book.

P All Web page URLs mentioned appear in boldface, such as www.jasc.com.

P Hot keys in commands and menu options are shown in boldface.

P In the running text, all HTML tags and attributes appear in full monospace caps,

so that the HTML code stands out from the rest of the text. In expanded
examples, HTML code is presented in lowercase. (Today’s Web browsers don’t
pay attention to case in HTML code. Keep in mind, though, that specifications
for HTML coding are being considered that include a preference, if not a
requirement, that HTML tags and attributes appear only in lowercase.)

Besides these typographical conventions, this book features the following special displays for
different types of important text:

TIP
Text formatted like this offers a helpful tip relevant to the topic discussed in
the main text.
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NOTE

Text formatted like this highlights other interesting or useful information that
relates to the topic discussed in the main text.

CAUTION

Cautions highlight actions or commands that can make irreversible changes to
your files or that can cause other serious problems. Read cautions carefully,
since they can help you avoid confusion or loss of work.

Keeping the Book’s Content Current

Everyone involved with this book has worked hard to make it complete and accurate. But as we
all know, mistakes sometimes find a way of creeping in. If you find any errors or want to make
suggestions for future editions, please contact Muska & Lipman Publishing at
http://www.muskalipman.com.
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Paint Shop Pro 8 Basics - Chapter 1 1

Chapter 1

Paint Shop Pro 8 Basics

This chapter provides an introduction to Paint Shop Pro’s interface and basic features. Even if
you're already familiar with earlier versions of Paint Shop Pro, you’ll want to take a good look
at what’s here, because Paint Shop Pro’s interface has changed quite a bit between versions 7
and 8.

Installing Paint Shop Pro

Paint Shop Pro 8 is available direct from Jasc Software, Inc. (http://www.jasc.com) or from your
favorite software vendor. If you acquire Paint Shop Pro from Jasc, you can order the CD version
with a printed manual or the downloadable ESD (Electronic Software Distribution) version. If
you’d rather try before you buy, there’s a downloadable trial version available at the Jasc site.

Installing the CD Version

To install the CD version of Paint Shop Pro, place the installation CD in your CD drive.
Windows should detect the CD and automatically start the autorun program on the CD. In the
autorun window, click Install, which will start Paint Shop Pro’s setup program. Follow the
installation instructions that then appear.

NOTE

If the autorun program doesn't start when you insert the CD in your CD drive,
you can run the autorun program or the setup program by hand. To run the
autorun program, use Windows Explorer or My Computer to navigate to the
CD, then double-click AUTORUN.EXE. To run the setup program, navigate to
the Paint Shop Pro folder on the CD and then double-click SETUP.EXE.

Installing the ESD or the Trial Version

Installing the download versions—the ESD and trial versions—is a little different from installing
the CD version:
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P> Navigate to the folder where you saved the downloaded file.

P Make a backup copy of the downloaded file and save it to some type of
removable media, such as a Zip disk. Keep this backup copy in a safe place.

P Double-click on the name of the downloaded file to extract the installation files.
By default, the installation files will be copied to C:\Program Files\Jasc
Software Inc\Setup Files. If the installer doesn’t run automatically, navigate to
this folder and double-click SETUP.EXE.

P Follow the installation instructions that appear onscreen.

The Paint Shop Pro Workspace

Paint Shop Pro’s workspace, the area in which you do your image editing work, is surrounded
by Paint Shop Pro’s major palettes and toolbars. Most of the palettes and toolbars are by default
docked around the edges of the workspace. These are the Tools toolbar (on the left); the Tool
Options palette, the Menu bar, the Standard toolbar and a couple other toolbars (at the top); the
Materials palette, the Overview window, and the Layers palette (on the right); and the status bar
(at the bottom). Figure 1.1 shows these various toolbars and palettes, along with the Learning
Center and an open image. (Icons on some of the palettes and toolbars would be greyed out if no
image were open.)

Figure 1.1

The Paint Shop Pro
workspace, showing
major palettes and
toolbars
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When you first open up Paint Shop Pro, the Learning Center is displayed in the workspace. If
you’re new to Paint Shop Pro, you should take a look at the various tutorials (or “Quick
Guides”) available from the Learning Center. If later on you want to hide the Learning Center,
click the close button on its title bar. If you want to access the Learning Center again, choose
Help > Learning Center or press F10.
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The Tools Toolbar

The Tools toolbar, which appears by default along the left edge of the workspace, contains all of
Paint Shop Pro’s image editing and selection tools. (See Figure 1.2.)

Figure 1.2
The Tools toolbar

Some of the icons on the Tools toolbar are for single tools only and some are for a family of
tools. Any icon for a family of tools has a small arrow at the right of the icon. To open a flyout
for a family of tools, click the arrow for that tool family. Figure 1.2 shows the Tools toolbar with
the flyout for the Brushes family open. To select a tool from the flyout, click on that tool in

the flyout. To make a tool that is currently displayed on the Tools toolbar the active tool, click
its icon.

miP

Hover the mouse pointer over a tool icon on the Tools toolbar to display a tool
tip showing the name of the tool. At the same time, a description of the tool
and its function is displayed on the status bar.

The Menu Bar

The Menu bar, which appears at the very top of the workspace, contains menus for accessing
Paint Shop Pro commands and operations. As Figure 1.3 shows, the Menu bar includes menus
labeled File, Edit, View, Image, Effects, Adjust, Layers, Objects, Selections, Window, and Help.



