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To the Instructor

This sixth edition of Contemporary Society retains all the features that have made the
text well received in its previous editions, namely a seamless integration of the social
sciences; a snappy, jargon-free style of writing; interesting readings from the educated
laypersons’ press; and up-to-date statistical data.

In addition, we have heeded critical voices that accused us of favoring sociological,
psychological, and anthropological concepts over the “harder” disciplines of econom-
ics and political science. The latter are now thoroughly presented in six chapters
(Chapters 15 through 20). Of course, one must keep in mind that Social Science as
an academic course is designed to offer only an overview of the various disciplines; thus,
it would be unrealistic to expect the depth of coverage that a course in each individual
discipline offers.

Another caveat is the fact that events have proceeded at such breakneck speed in
several areas of the world that it has been difficult to keep up. This is particularly true
of Chapter 20, dealing with the international sphere, but also of Chapter 15, in which
the authoritarian and totalitarian doctrines are discussed. We have noted the momen-
tous changes wherever possible, but we must leave it to the instructor to bring the
student up to date on specific regions and countries.

As in the previous edition, all the great movements of the past 500 years—
industrialization, urbanization, population growth, bureaucratization—are shown
within the context of, and to be emanations of, social change. The ultimate trend
toward the model of mass society present in many contemporary societies is also
pointed out.

A major addition to the text is a historical account of the American labor move-
ment—as well as a description of the remainder of the industrial bureaucracy—in the
chapter dealing with economic principles. This presentation is followed by an explora-
tion of the new global economy, which represents a partial explanation for the diffi-
culties encountered by the American labor movement.

The readings are, once again, all new. In keeping with our desire to show a more
rigorous scientific approach to social science, we have attempted to choose readings
that show how such knowledge is gathered, as well as the problems that social scientists
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TO THE INSTRUCTOR

face. The first reading, for instance, shows how “The Answer May Depend on Who
Asked the Question.” Another reading illustrares the point that it is not only women
who have undergone role changes; men have been equally affected (“Men, Too,
Wrestle with Career-Family Stress”). In “Secret Lives of New York,” sociologists and
anthropologists observe several subcultural groups that inhabit our own society, and
what they find may give some of us the same cultural shock we would feel if we were
visiting distant continents. Exact scientists studying the human brain have much to tell
us about the differences between men and women (“How the Mind Was Designed”).
Urbanization is a given in our society, but it is still just a beginning movement in
Africa. How it affects people is vividly portrayed in “From Rural Poverty to Urban
Destitution.” Finally, the speculation that ideologies competing with democracy no
longer represent a threat (“Has History Come to an End?”) and some suggestions
about what the future of the world might look like “After the Cold War” make fitting
conclusions to this edition. The readings originate in such publications as the Washing-
ton Post, the New York Times, the New Republic, Time, and Public Opinion, among
others.

End-of.chapter summaries, defined glossary terms, and lists of suggested reading
have been retained and appear at the end of each chapter.

As always, many people have contributed to making Contemporary Society, Sixth
Edition, a complete and effective teaching package for students. We would like to
thank our sponsoring editor, Alan McClare, and our project editor, Steven Pisano,
who have been good facilitators and have guided a lengthy project to a successful
conclusion. Our reviewers have been instrumental in suggesting improvements in each
edition, and we take the opportunity to thank them here:

Bill Callum, Daytona Beach Community College
Bruce Donlan, Brevard Community College
George Houschalter, Youngstown State University
Ann Popplestone, Cuyahoga Community College
Robert Wendel, Miami University

John Whitney, Lincoln Land Community College
Phyllis Williams, Cuyahgga Community College

In addition, the librarians at Cuyahoga Community College, in particular Pat
Gabriel of the Eastern Campus, as well as at the various local university and municipal
and county libraries have been, without exception, patient, considerate, and helpful—
attitudes worth being grateful for in this age of secondary relationships. We would also
like to thank our colleagues Don Jelfo, Laura Blunk, and Larry Kendra for their
generosity in guiding us to texts in their areas of expertise.

John A. Perry
Erna Perry



To the Student

This text is directed at you, the undergraduate student who is not quite sure what the
social sciences are but who is curious about the social world that surrounds you and
of which you are a part. This is not the material you covered in civics courses in high
school. Nor does it have anything to do with social work. Rather, social science is an
integrated approach to the study of the individual social science disciplines that devel-
oped to examine the social world. We have attempted to write clearly and concisely,
to employ examples you can identify with, and to use readings that make their points
interestingly. We hope that by understanding social science principles you will better
understand yourself and how you can succeed in the complex social world in which
you exist.

At the beginning of each chapter you are told what you will learn if you read the
chapter. You should use this list as a guide to the salient points the authors are
attempting to make. In addition, to help you do well in the course, we have developed
an accompanying study guide that points out the most important segments of each
chapter, directs you to the goals you should be reaching, and quizzes you in various
ways to prepare you to pass examinations.
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