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Read and Explore
__Reading Skills Practice |

Listen and Talk
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pages 112 — 131
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pages 132 — 151 Members

Unit 8 Talking About Computer A: You Are the Weakest Link, Outlining and
Computers and Security JEST=IeV(11% Goodbye Summarizing
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Glossary pages 196 — 205
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piversity -and“i:

Listen to the following passage and try to fill the missing

words in the blanks.

Famous universities are located all over the world, and they
attract students from all over the world, too. Oxford and Cambridge
are the two oldest universities in Britain with a history of Oxford

.»:*”M 1. back to 1100s. Princeton was established in 1746
’*and is located in Princeton, New Jersey, a state on the east
) of America. MIT began in 1861 and is located in another

3. state, Massachusetts. Stanford is a famous university in

!.:,“.’ gﬁalifornia. In 1891, Mr. and Mrs. Leland Stanford wanted to establish



Unit 1 Famous Universities “

a university in the west 4. young men and young women could 5. a degree. They donated
many acres of land to the establishment of Stanford. It is one of the largest campuses in America today.
Harvard is the oldest university in America 6. by many historic buildings and an 7.

of American history. Students attending Harvard have more than 40 areas of 8. studies to choose
from. There are schools of medicine, business, design, law, public health, public policy, to 9. a few.
First year students, called freshmen, are required to live on campus. Sophomores and upper classmen can
choose off campus living in an 10. or a house. There are many activities students can participate
in from music to sports to student government.

Stanford University |

Oxford University
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Dialogue Samples

Dialogue 1

Going to the
School Library

Dialogue 2

Talking About
the Exam

Xiaolin:  May I help you? You look lost.
Ally:  Yes, thank you. I need to find a book for one of my classes. Are you a student here?
Xiaolin:  Yes. I’'m an upper classman. I think I can help you find the book you need. What
class are you taking?
Ally:  Chinese Literature.
Xiaolin:  Okay, that book would be at the school library. I can show you the way, if you
would like.
Ally:  That would be wonderful! Thank you so much.
Xiaolin:  It’s no problem. By the way, my name is Xiaolin.
Ally:  It’s a pleasure to meet you.
Xiaolin:  Well, here we are at the school library. And here’s the Chinese Literature book
you need.
Ally:  Thanks again for your help.
Xiaolin:  You’re welcome! And good luck with your classes. | hope to see you around campus.
Ally:  Thope so too.
Xiaopei:  Hey, Victor, how are your studies going for the final exam coming up?
Victor:  Just awful, Xiaopei! I haven’t prepared at all. I'm really worried that I’ll fail the
exam.
Xiaopei:  It’s too bad that you feel that way. How come you haven’t studied for it?
Victor:  1don’t know; I guess I just haven’t found the time.
Xiaopei:  Well, you know, Victor, the only way to find time to study is to set aside the time.
Studying doesn’t just happen on its own, you know.
Victor: I know, I just can’t seem to get organized. And, when I do set aside study time [
don’t seem to be able to retain the information. Do you have any suggestions?
Xiaopei:  Well, we could have pair study sessions. That way the time is set aside and we
can help each other to review and learn the important information.
Victor:  That sounds like just the thing I need.
Xiaopei:  And it will help me too. The thing is, though, we have to make a plan for regular
study time.
Victor:  I’'m available on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday afternoons.
Xiaopei:  Soam L. Let’s plan for Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, in the library, from 3:00
to 5:00 PM.
Victor:  That sounds like a plan! I'll see you on Tuesday.
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(Jommunicative “/asks

n Work with your partner and take turns to start the conversation.

Pousic 1

Topic: Going to the school hospital
Roles: Brian and Lili
Situation: Brian has got a cold and needs to see
the doctor, but he has no idea where
the school hospital is. He asks directions
from his classmate, Lili, who volunteers
to accompany him there.

Suggested expressions and sentences for talking

about going somewhere:

walk somebody over to the hospital
I have no idea where the hospital is.
Could you give me directions?

I can show you the way, if you would like.
I'd be glad to help you.

Here we are at the hospital.

You've been a big help.

b it W e o P ey " ) -

ySK 2:

Topic: Talking about one’s study
Roles: John and Xiaohong
Situation: John hasn’t been doing well for the

first half year at the university. He talks
about his problems with his friend
Xiaohong, who gives him some good
advice as to how to make use of the
class hours and spare time, and how
to develop good study habits.

Suggested expressions and sentences for talking
about one’s study:

set aside study time
\ make the adjustment to university life
| take notes in class

make a plan for regular study time

How are your studies going?
What are your study habits?

Good study habits are essential for...
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10

Read and Explore

Passage A

Think about it \

1 What do you know about Oxford University? Share what you know with each other.
What do you like about your university classroom learning experience?

3 Have you ever received a scholarship? Do you think universities should try their best to provide
their students with more scholarships? Explain.

Read about it

Oxford University

Oxford University is the oldest university in Britain and one of the world’s most famous institutions of
higher learning. Oxford University was established during the 1100s. It is located in Oxford, England, about
80 kilometers northwest of London.

The university has over 16 300 students (1999 — 2000), almost a quarter of these students are from
overseas and more than 130 nationalities are represented. It consists of 35 colleges, plus five private halls
established by various religious groups. Three of the five private halls are for men only. Of the colleges, St.
Hilda’s and Somerville are for women, and the rest are for men and women.

At Oxford, each college is a corporate body distinct from the university and is governed by its own head
and fellows. Most fellows are college instructors called tutors, and the rest are university professors and
lecturers. Each college manages its own buildings and property, elects its own fellows, and selects and admits its
own undergraduate students. The university provides some libparies, laboratories, and other facilities, but the
colleges take primary responsibility for the teaching and well-being of their students. !
\Each student at Oxford is assigned to a tutor, who superv student’s program (@kfudy y

with their tutor. %uden



