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Preface

It is now five years since the publication of the first edition of this book.
Despite the fact that conflict of laws is only an optional subject in most Austra-
lian law schools the first edition sold well and a second edition has been called
for. The opportunity has been taken to thoroughly revise the book and change
its arrangement. In addition to the obvious inclusion of new cases and legislation
the main changes are (1) the rearrangement of the chapters and their grouping
into larger Parts (2) the inclusion of new chapters on quasi-contracts, currency
questions, trusts, and arbitration (3) the incorporation of the material on matri-
monial law from Pryles, Conflicts in Matrimonial Law (Butterworths, 1975) and
(4) the reduction of the digests (being summaries of cases not fully reproduced)
and their reproduction together with questions and comments in the form of
Notes following leading cases and statutes.

As in the case of the first edition, for reasons of space, it has not proved
possible to include cases on the topics of infants and legitimacy and on the
sub-topics of powers of appointment in the field of succession.

The greater bulk of the material in this edition has been contributed by Dr
Pryles. Professor Sykes, by reason of the magnitude of his commitment to other
projects at the time, was unable to consider approaching this work on the basis
of an equal division of topics. It was therefore agreed between the two contribu-
tors that Professor Sykes confine his direct contribution to the property aspects
of the subject. The result is that the division of topics is as follows: Dr Pryles is
responsible for Parts I-V (Chapters 1-18) and Parts VII-VIII (Chapters 24-27)
whilst Professor Sykes is responsible for Part VI (Chapters 19-23). Both authors
were concerned in the planning involved in the changes effected by the present
edition.

The manuscript was completed in March 1980 and the cases, legislation and
secondary materials were selected as at that time. For the sake of completeness,
however, attention is drawn to the following recent cases which appeared too
late to be considered for inclusion in the book: Myerson v Martin [1979] 1 WLR
1390 (CA) (jurisdiction in actions in personam: ch 5) Castree v E R Squibb &
Sons Ltd [1980] 2 All ER 589 (CA) (service ex juris in tort: ch 5); Nauru Local
Government Council v Australian Shipping Officers Association (1978) 27 ALR
535 (standing to sue: incidentally considered in ch 8); Winkworth v Christie,
Mason & Woods Ltd [1980] 2 WLR 937 (transfer of movable property: ch 20);
Hunt v BP Exploration Co (Libya) Ltd (1980) 28 ALR 145; 54 ALJR 205
(foreign judgments: ch 25); In the Marriage of Van Der Kreek (1980) FLC
75,105 (foreign judgments: ch 25); Johnstone v Commonwealth (1979) 23 ALR
385 (federal jurisdiction: ch 27); China Ocean Shipping Corporation v South
Australia (1979) 27 ALR 1 (federal jurisdiction: ch 27); McManus v Clouter
(1980) 29 ALR 101 (federal jurisdiction: ch 27); L Grollo & Co Pty Ltd v
Nu-Statt Decorating Pty Ltd (1980) 4 ACLR 907 (federal jurisdiction: ch 27).
Attention is also drawn to s 17 (3) of the Contracts Review Act 1980 (NSW)
(statutes: ch 3).
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Thanks are due to Mrs Gretchen Kewley who prepared the index in her usual
efficient and competent way. Professor Sykes also desires to thank the Govern-
ment Departmental officers in Darwin for their assistance in regard to this book

and other books in which he has been concerned in advising as to Northern
Terrtory legislation.

November 1980 EpwARD I SYKES
Caloundra, Queensland

MicHAEL C PRYLES
Melbourne
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