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Preface

WHEN I first began to study European Community law, at about the time
when the United Kingdom became a member of the Community, I gained
the initial and no doubt shallow impression that here was a branch of law
which was exciting, dynamic, intriguing, perplexing, and sometimes
chaotic (in that order). It seemed to me that there was a need, shared by
practitioners and students alike, for a book devoted solely to the basic
freedoms upon which the substantive law of the European Community was
so largely based, and to which so much of the litigation in the European
Court had been devoted. This is such a book. Its preparation has, I hope,
brought me to a deeper understanding of the subject. Today I can express
the more confident and mature opinion that this field of law is exciting,
dynamic, intriguing, perplexing, and sometimes chaotic (in that order).

Assiduous readers of literature on Community law will no doubt recog-
nize Chapter 3 (State Monopolies) as an expanded version of my article on
the same subject in volume 3 of the Yearbook of European Law (1984).

I am deeply indebted to all those who have offered encouragement, and
to the successive secretaries who have with unfailing patience prepared the
typescript. In particular I should like to thank my colleague Joanne Foakes
for having prepared the index.

To the best of my information, belief, and understanding the law is
stated as it was on 1 January 1985.

24 January 1985 F.B.
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