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46 remarkable contemporary pioneers
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Greetings

The 20th century witnessed the flourishing and
rapid development of “design”. In those color-
ful times, people pursued a material life as—
siduously. Consequently, it brought about the
birth of new functions and design successively,
which we had never seen before. But such ar-
dent desire would never be satisfied. What peo-
ple were longing for was the “Times of Design”.
The 21st century that we live in inherits the wealth
of 20th century. Though enjoying sufficient mate—
rial means, people always feel slightly bored. Ul-
timately, it is design that cures us. People would
not survive if they could not find the variation and
value of surroundings. What is the design pur—
sued in the present times? This question inspired
me to write this book. The book illustrates the de—
signers and artists who are active on the interior
design scene as well as their works. Through this
window, we can obtain a general view of those
designers and artists. Their thinking, explora—
tion, mode of expression, and their approach
to design, are what we need to understand.
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‘Never to be limited to the concept of design
itself” is an attempt to new approach. That is to
say, to make new creation amazing the world.
The significance and message conveyed could
touch us deeply. These could let us re—discover
both the splendid achievement and the flaw of
the works in the 20th century. Either the new
leaders of 21st century or the core of their design
works are all around this theme. Putting aside
the 20th century which brought innovation to the
field of design, they are creating a new history.
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Job Smeets and Nynke Tynagel established the de—
sign duo in 1998. Both of them graduated from Eind—
hoven University. Now they are mainly working in
Bellkey and Antwerp.

They are not only the designers from Holland, but also
the designers from Europa. As European designers,
they are active in extensive fields such as fashion, art
and interior design, etc and attract the attention from
the whole world.

Their imagination is rich and profound, which is be-
yond the reach of ordinary people. Their works of art
derived from such imagination are imbued with indi—
vidual appeal. They design unique works, publica—
tions, installations, interior and public spaces, which
only are their basic designs. They clearly know that
they are the treasure of inspiration. What they did is
just to select and present the exact ideas which occur
to their minds. The peculiar shape and size of their
works present an unreal world, which embodies their
belief in design. Such designs frame and illustrate the
changeful free thoughts.

Starting with unique story and concept, their designs
portray the great art in the history with their own man-
ner. Adopting the unrealistic approach from materials
and scale, they are continuously conceiving the un—
precedented and marvelous designs. They make the
real model in their studio, and produce works in limited
amount. So that, the art could last for about a hundred
years. They will continue to carry on with their concept
of international design for design and art.

Art and irony, a group of humorous and charming
geniuses of the touch design

STUDIO JOB
Job Smeets: Born 1970 Nynke Tynagel: Born 1977, in Netherlands




The impact art rises from the matching of the m@ssiness
and the broad-brush of bronze

"Rock Sofa & Chair"

The series of works derived from the concept of rock—digging
The bronze processed with the techniques of polishing and spray—painting, ete
together with the color variation of white and silver.
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1. “Containers’

Bronze container. It is quite
interesting that the humorous
shape combines with the ma-
terial of superior texture abso-
nantly.

2. “Craft’

This also belongs to the series
of bronze craftworks. The ob-
jects include clock, wine glass,
plant and hammer, etc.

3. ‘Bronze series - Ring’
The inspiration comes from
the hereditary ring of Pope.
There is a dead bird on one
side and a “Candle man” in
the appearance of baby on the
other side in the work. As the
highlight of the work, the green
stone is also made of bronze.

4. ‘Bronze series - Diamond’

This work is one of the wares
which are made based on the
designer’s personal concept of
castle. The diamond is the sole
treasure in the castle and the
jewelry box is changed into a
work of art.

5. “Bronze series - Arrow”
According to the old legend,
gold arrow never misses the
target. The arrow hanging on
the wall is about to fly away
from the bowstring.

6. “‘Bronze series - Knife"
Itis the sole weapon in the cas-
tle. The bronze sword and axe
are molded into works of art.
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1. “Still life hand-painted”
for Makkum

Published by the Old Dutch
Shop which has been enjoy-
ing a great prestige since 16th
century, those works were
produced by the collection of
the inspiration of “still life" and
made with the techniques of
hand-paint.

2. ‘Castle Oxidized"

The process of oxidation gives
it a unique tactile impression.
Actually, this work is a candle
stick in the shape of castle.

3. ‘Charm chandelier”

The chandelier with heavy or-
naments flares out beautifully
with numerous candle sticks.

4. “Charm chandelier sil-
houette”

5. “Charm chain’ for Viktor
& Rolf

The chain charm shown on the
fashion show of Viktor & Rolf,
Dutch Designer.
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1. “Bronze series — Candle
man’

This candle man is the one
that appeared as a baby in
the work of “Ring” on page
9. According to old legend,
the clumsy turtle has another
identity of man who appears
in various works with different
shapes.

2. ‘Bronze series - Clock”
The design of this piece was
influenced by the desk clock
which was placed on the
French fireplace in 1785. It is
shaped of bronze in the mould
made of paper and paste-
board. The work was designed
according to the original desk
clock that was collected by the
Wallace, a famous company in
London. The tails of two mon-
keys symbolize the Logomark
of the Chanel.

3. “‘Bronze series - Center-
piece’

‘Candle man" climbs up the
side of Centerpiece.

4. ‘Bronze series - Plate’
Initially, this piece is shaped of
bronze in waxen mould, which
depicts the brambly forest
in “overgrown with rose” and
the galloping fleet of roaches
which were damaging the
forest. The tails of monkeys
made the shape of logomark
fighting against “Pretze”. The
central pattern shows a robot
protecting fruits.

013



