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PREFACE

George Orwell once remarked that “keeping the past up to date is a full-
time job.” This insight seems particularly telling as a result of the startling
rush of events during the last few years. “Trends” that seemed so clear
only yesterday have turned out to be no trends at all. In addition, dra-
matic advances in historical scholarship have cast new light on old prob-
lems and have placed into prominence subject matters that historians
previously had all but ignored. Accordingly we have worked hard to keep
the past up to date for this thirteenth edition of Western Civilizations. Yet
we have always worked within the framework of authorial principles be-
queathed to us by E. M. Burns—principles that may have served to make
this book a “textbook classic.” We offer a history of civilizations—an
evolving account of the ways in which human beings have organized
their lives in response to changing environments and persistent needs.
Thus we complement narrative passages with discussions of ideas and so-
cietal institutions, and we draw heavily on pictorial material to give our
readers the best impression possible of how our civilizations really
looked. We try as well to avoid a tone of disembodied truth, both because
we do not believe there is such a thing and because we want to engage
and maintain our readers’ attention. Our urgent desire is to demonstrate
without resorting to cheapness that “first-year history” need not be
viewed as a chore but might be welcomed as a source of intellectual ex-
citement, even delight.

Although we have gone over Western Civilizations line by line in our ef-
fort to keep the past up to date, teachers will wish to know where the most
significant changes occur. This bright new edition features full-color maps
and illustrations throughout the text and, as an additional pedagogical aid
for students, highlighted summary points at the end of each chapter. To-
ward the goal of keeping the volume within manageable limits we have
deleted the material on fossils and paleoanthropology in Chapter 1; rather
than beginning with Homo habilis, we now begin with Homo sapiens and
the Ice-Age cave murals. The remainder of Chapter 1 has been substan-
tially rewritten, with revised treatments of cave art, the emergence of food
production, and the birth of cities in western Asia. In addition, a promi-
nent new feature of Chapter 1 is a discussion of the central place of cloth
production by women in early villages. Another means for holding down
the length of the volume has been to reduce the amount of space (hith-
erto generous) devoted to the details of early religions and wars: the treat-
ment of these subjects has been streamlined in Chapters 2 (Mesopotamia)
and 3 (Egypt). In Chapter 4 the narrative of Hebrew political history now
opens with the entrance of the Hebrews into Canaan, the period when the
biblical account begins to be corroborated by independent evidence.
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Chapter 4 also contains a new treatment of Minoan society, with special
attention to women's dress.

The major changes in Chapter 5 are as follows: the section on early
Greek religion has been shortened; Greek “colonization” is now called
Greek expansion; erroneous statements about the electoral system under
Clisthenes have been corrected; and there is a revised treatment of the
poetess Sappho. In Chapter 6 we have deleted the coverage of the Cynics,
Menander, and Hellenistic utopias as being too specialized for an intro-
ductory text, and we have revised the discussion of the Hellenistic pas-
toral. Chapter 7 contains changes in coverage and interpretation in the
sections concerning the Roman republican constitution, Roman religion,
Roman policy in granting citizenship, and Roman art and architecture.
Throughout Parts One and Two we now use the abbreviation B.C.E. (be-
fore common era) for designating the time before the birth of Christ.

In Chapter 11 we have added a paragraph on Hildegard of Bingen, and
in Chapter 13 we offer substantially revised treatments of Machiavelli,
Botticelli, and Michelangelo’s David. Chapter 14 presents corrected dates
for early Portuguese sailings and colonizations of the Atlantic islands,
and Chapter 15 contains a new approach to the problem of defining
Mannerism.

The principal addition to the chapters on the nineteenth and twenti-
eth centuries has been the introduction of considerable new material on
nationalism. Chapter 19, on the French Revolution, now includes a dis-
cussion of the way in which warfare—and the idea of an enemy
“other”—encouraged a nationalistic spirit throughout Europe. The chap-
ter concludes with an assessment of nationalism as one of the lasting
legacies of the revolutionary movement. Chapter 23, “Nationalism and
Nation-Building,” addresses the subject at considerable length. We argue,
as do most recent scholars, that nationalism must be understood as pol-
icy as well as sentiment. It was manufactured by governments, “in-
vented” as a way of encouraging loyalty to emerging and increasingly
powerful state systems. In Chapter 24, we link nationalism to the rise of
imperialism. And in Chapters 26 and 28, we demonstrate the manner in
which nationalism fostered xenophobia and the rise of anti-Semitism,
fascism, and Nazism.

We have also added material on the history of women, particularly in
Chapter 21, where we explore the way in which women defined the
public and private spheres of their daily existence. We take note also of
the critical role that women played in the success of various early re-
form movements such as the abolition of slavery. Finally, material in
Chapters 31 and 32 has been thoroughly updated, and includes a dis-
cussion of such topics as the fragmentation of Eastern Europe following
the collapse of the Soviet Union, as well as recent changes on the conti-
nent of Africa.

Robert Lerner has been responsible for Chapters 1 through 15 and
Chapter 18; Standish Meacham for the rest. As in the past, we have relied



on the helpful criticisms and suggestions of fellow teachers. For this edi-
tion, we are indebted for reviews provided by George K. Behlmer (Univer-
sity of Washington), Ronald M. Berger (SUNY Oneonta), Michael D. Bess
(Vanderbilt University), Maryann E. Brink, James M. Brophy (University
of Delaware), Phyllis Culham (U.S. Naval Academy), Jeffrey W. Merrick
(University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee), Phillip C. Naylor (Marquette Uni-
versity), John E. Robertson (Central Michigan University), and David R.
Shearer (University of Delaware). Robert Lerner is grateful for suggestions
from Stephen Harris, Laura May (Northwestern University), Tammy
Ruen, Alauddin Samarrai (St. Cloud State University), Nancy Spatz (Uni-
versity of Northern Colorado), and Stephen Wessley (York College of
Pennsylvania). Standish Meacham acknowledges the valuable assistance
of Steven M. Salzman. At W. W. Norton Steven Forman and Jon Durbin
have guided this edition along. Kate Nash resolved crises, gathered illus-
trations with efficiency and flair, and proved a superb consultant on a
wide range of issues. Our editor, Traci Nagle, has throughout provided us
with gentle but firm guidance in a way that has made working with her a
genuine pleasure.

Robert Lerner
Standish Meacham

XV

Preface



WESTERN
CIVILIZATIONS






CONTENTS

LIST OF MAPS xii

PREFACE xiii

PART ONE
THE DAWN OF HISTORY

cHapTer 1 FROM THE ICE AGE TO THE EARLIEST CITIES 5

The Nature of History 5

Early Human Art and Early Human Survival 6
The Origins of Food Production 8

The Age of Villages 10

The Birth of Cities in Western Asia 13

CHAPTER 2 MESOPOTAMIAN CIVILIZATION 17

Ancient Sumer: The World of the First Cities 18
Old Babylonian Developments 24

The Kassite and Hittite Interlude 28

The Might of the Assyrians 31

The New Babylonian Revival 34

The Mesopotamian Legacy 37

CHAPTER 3 EGYPTIAN CIVILIZATION 41

Political History under the Pharaohs 42
Egyptian Religion 45

Egyptian Intellectual Achievements 49
The Splendor of Egyptian Art 50

Social and Economic Life 54

The Egyptian Achievement 56

vii



viii

Contents

CHAPTER 4 THE HEBREW AND EARLY GREEK

CIVILIZATIONS

The Record of Political Hopes and Frustrations 59
Hebrew Religious Development 63

Hebrew Law and Literature 67

The Magnitude of the Hebrew Influence 71

The Minoan and Mycenaean Civilizations 71

PART TwoO

THE CLASSICAL CIVILIZATIONS OF GREECE

AND ROME

CHAPTER D GREEK CIVILIZATION

The Greek Dark Ages 87

The Emergence of the City-States 90

The Armed Camp of Sparta 93

The Athenian Political Partnership 95

The Persian War and the Peloponnesian War 98
Women and Men in the Daily Life of Ancient Athens
Greek Philosophy 105

Literature and Art 113

The Greek Achievement 121

CHAPTER O  HELLENISTIC CIVILIZATION

The Persian Empire 126

Philip of Macedon and Alexander the Great 132
Political and Economic Trends 135

Hellenistic Culture: Philosophy and Religion 138
Hellenistic Culture: Literature and Art 141

The First Great Age of Science 146

The Balance Sheet 148

cHAPTER 7/ ROMAN CIVILIZATION

Early Italy and the Roman Monarchy 152
The Early Republic 155

101

59

87

125

151



The Fateful Wars with Carthage 158 ix
The Social Struggles of the Late Republic 163 Contents
Rome Becomes Sophisticated 165

The Principate or Early Empire (27 B.C.E~180 C.E.) 168

Culture and Life in the Period of the Principate 172

Roman Law 179

The Crisis of the Third Century (180-284 C.E) 180

Causes of Rome’s Decline 182

The Roman Heritage 184

CHAPTER O  CHRISTIANITY AND THE TRANSFORMATION
OF THE ROMAN WORLD 189
The Reorganized Empire 190
The Emergence and Triumph of Christianity 194
The New Contours of Christianity 199

The Germanic Invasions and the Fall of the Roman Empire in the
West 206

The Shaping of Western Christian Thought 210
Eastern Rome and the West 216

PART THREE
THE MIDDLE AGES

cHAPTER 9  ROME’S THREE HEIRS: THE BYZANTINE, ISLAMIC,
AND EARLY-MEDIEVAL WESTERN WORLDS 231
The Byzantine Empire and Its Culture 232
The Flowering of Islam 245
Western Christian Civilization in the Early Middle Ages 261

chapter 10 THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES (1050-1300):
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL
INSTITUTIONS 275

The First Agricultural Revolution 276

Lord and Serf: Social Conditions and Quality of Life in the Manorial
Regime 282

The Revival of Trade and the Urban Revolution 289



X Feudalism and the Rise of the National Monarchies 295

Contents
ciapter 11 THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES (1050-1300):

RELIGIOUS AND INTELLECTUAL
DEVELOPMENTS 315

The Consolidation of the Papal Monarchy 316
The Crusades 322

The Outburst of Religious Vitality 329

The Medieval Intellectual Revival 336

The Blossoming of Literature, Art, and Music = 347

cHapTER 12 THE LATER MIDDLE AGES (1300-1500) 361

Economic Depression and the Emergence of a New Equilibrium 362
Social and Emotional Dislocation 367

Trials for the Church and Hunger for the Divine 373

Political Crisis and Recovery 379

The Formation of the Empire of Russia 385

Thought, Literature, and Art 390

Advances in Technology 399

PART FOUR
THE EARLY-MODERN WORLD

cHAPTER 13 THE CIVILIZATION OF THE RENAISSANCE
(c. 1350—c. 1550) 415

The Italian Background 417

The Renaissance of Thought and Literature in Italy 420

The Artistic Renaissance in Italy 424

The Waning of the Italian Renaissance 436

The Renaissance in the North 438

Renaissance Developments in Music 448

The Scientific Accomplishments of the Renaissance Period 449

cHaprTer 14 EUROPE EXPANDS AND DIVIDES: OVERSEAS
DISCOVERIES AND PROTESTANT
REFORMATION 457



The Overseas Discoveries and Conquests of Portugal and Spain 458 Xi
The Lutheran Upheaval 467 Contents
The Spread of Protestantism 480

The Protestant Heritage 490

Catholic Reform 493

cuapter 15 ACENTURY OF CRISIS FOR EARLY-MODERN
EUROPE (c. 1560—c. 1660) 501

Economic, Religious, and Political Tests 502
A Half-Century of Religious Wars 505

Years of Trembling 512

Quests for Light Out of Darkness 524
Literature and the Arts 530

cHapTeEr 16 THE ECONOMY AND SOCIETY OF EARLY-
MODERN EUROPE 549
Life and Death: Patterns of Population 550
The Dynamics of Agriculture and Industry 554
The Commercial Revolution 564
Colonization and Overseas Trade 569
Life within a Society of Orders 577

cHAPTER 17  THE AGE OF ABSOLUTISM (1660—1789) 593

The Appeal and Justification of Absolutism 594

The Absolutism of Louis XIV 597

Absolutism in Central and Eastern Europe, 1660-1720 601
The English Exception 608

Warfare and Diplomacy: The Emergence of a State System 612

Enlightened Absolutism and Limited Monarchy in the Eighteenth
Century 617

War and Diplomacy in the Eighteenth Century 627
RULERS OF PRINCIPAL STATES Al
ILLUSTRATION CREDITS A7

INDEX Al13



Xii

LIST OF MAPS

Ancient Mesopotamia

Ancient Egypt

Palestine after the Death of King Solomon

The Early Aegean World

Greece and Its Settlements, 550 B.C.E.

Greece at the End of the Age of Pericles

The Persian Empire under Darius I, 521-486 B.C.E.
Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic World

Roman Expansion in Italy, 485-265 B.C.E.

The Expansion of Rome under the Republic

The Roman Empire at Its Greatest Extent, 97-117 C.E.
The Barbarian Invasions of the Fifth and Sixth Centuries
The Byzantine Empire and Europe in the Time of Justinian, 527-565
The Expansion of Islam

The Empire of Charlemagne, 814

Medieval Trade Routes

The German Empire, c. 1200

France, c. 1000

The Major Crusades

The Rise of the Medieval University

Progress of the Black Death, Fourteenth Century

The Russian Empire to 1505

The States of Italy during the Renaissance, c. 1494
Overseas Exploration in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries
The Religious Situation in Europe, c. 1560

Europe, c. 1560

Europe at the End of the Thirty Years’ War, 1648

The Atlantic World in 1713

The Age of Absolutism

18

43

62

72

92
100
127
135
156
160
170
209
233
251
268
289
298
308
324
340
365
389
437
459
481
509
515
571
617



