Family Law Practice
and Procedure
in Hong Kong

Keith Hotten

(@ LexisNexis

Butterworths



Fan ice
and Procedure

?3 h)\ J\‘
I, - :{%

LexisNexis
Hong Kong ¢ Singapore * Malaysia
2010



The Members of the LexisNexis Group worldwide

Hong Kong

Singapore

Malaysia

India

Argentina
Australia
Austria

Canada

Chile

Czech Republic
France

Ireland

Italy

New Zealand
PRC

Poland

South Africa
Switzerland
United Kingdom
USA

LexisNexis, Hong Kong

39/F, Hopewell Centre,

183 Queen’s Road, East

LexisNexis, Singapore

3 Killiney Road #08-08 Winsland House 1
Singapore 239519

LexisNexis Malaysia Sdn Bhd

T1-6, Jaya 33

3, Jalan Semangat, Seksyen 13

46100 Petaling Jaya

Selangor Darul Ehsan

Butterworths Wadhwa Nagpur

14th Floor, Building No 10, DLF Cyber City,
Phase-II, Gurgaon, Haryana,

India 122002

LexisNexis Argentina, Buenos Aires

LexisNexis Butterworths, Chatswood, New South Wales
LexisNexis Verlag ARD Orac GmbH & Co KG, Vienna
LexisNexis Butterworths, Markham, Ontario
LexisNexis Chile Ltda, Santiago De Chile
Nakladatelstvi Orac sro, Prague

Editions du Juris-Classeur SA, Paris

Butterworths (Ireland) Ltd, Dublin

Giuffre Editore, Milan

Butterworths of New Zealand, Wellington
LexisNexis Beijing Representative Office, Beijing
Wydawnictwo Prawnicze LexisNexis, Warsaw
Butterworths SA, Durban

Stampfli Verlag AG, Berne

LexisNexis Butterworths Tolley, London and Edinburgh
LexisNexis, Dayton, Ohio

© LexisNexis 2010

Allrights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, or transmitted in any form
or by any means, including photocopying and recording, without the written permission
of the copyright holder, application for which should be addressed to the publisher. Such
written permission must also be obtained before any part of this publication is stored in a
retrieval system of any nature.

ISBN: 978-988-8016-94-5

Printed in China.

Publisher’s Note

The publisher, authors, contributors and endorsers of this publication each excludes
liability for loss suffered by any person resulting in any way from the use of, or reliance
on, this publication.




PREFACE

At the time of writing, this first edition of Family Law Practice and
Procedure in Hong Kong is the first family and matrimonial law student
book to be published here for over ten years. Thus, I hope it will fill a large
gap in the reading lists for students studying family law and procedure
as part of their LLB or PCLL courses in Hong Kong. Whilst family law
professionals and specialist practitioners should look to my practitioner’s
volume, the Hong Kong Family Court Practice, which also contains all
the relevant Ordinances and Practice Directions; this ‘student’ volume will
provide an introduction and general background to matrimonial practice
and procedure for family mediators, social welfare officers and others
whose work brings them into contact with family law in Hong Kong.

Family law is a very broad subject and whilst writing and editing the
Family Law Practice and Procedure in Hong Kong, I have been very much
aware that the contents and the emphasis I have placed on certain topics
are inevitably a product of my own editorial judgement. Nevertheless, I
am confident that the all the main substantive areas of family law in Hong
Kong are covered and that students and others will find this volume a
valuable and up to date source of recent case law and commentary. As this
is a first edition, I welcome suggestions as to how this volume might be
developed and improved upon in future editions. Whilst I have made every
effort to ensure accuracy if readers find otherwise, I would be grateful to
be told.

The law is stated as at 315! October 2009.

Keith Hotten
Admiralty Chambers
December 2009
krhotten@hku.hk
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