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Preface

This book is intended to provide a desk reference for
lawyers and businesspeople who handle intellectual property
issues in the context of M&A transactions. The book takes a
pragmatic approach to the subject, offering various options
for handling issues depending on certain variables, such as
the type and size of the transaction. The book also highlights
the importance of intangible issues, such as the relative
negotiating leverage of each party. In addition to providing
“ideal” approaches to solving issues, the book provides
guidelines for determining realistic or “reasonable” solutions
to problems. Where drafting issues are concerned, the book
provides multiple examples of how language may be nar-
rowed and broadened to fit the circumstances of a particular
transaction.

The initial chapters provide the reader with an overview
of the fundamentals of intellectual property and M&A
transactions so that those with little or no familiarity with
either may utilize the book. The book has other chapters
devoted to each of the key phases in the lifecycle of an M&A
transaction, i.e., due diligence, the main transaction agree-
ment, and ancillary documents related to closing. Model
agreements for various types of transaction documents are
provided as a useful reference. A more complete guide to
how this book should be used is provided in Chapter 1.
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