Becoming Neapolitan

v, .wi‘ézm; ;,;ﬂw S

JOHN A. MARINO




Becoming Neapolitan

Citizen Culture in Baroque Naples

JOHN A. MARINO

FNE

U
- v

5’@2 :E-?-?

The Johns Hopkins University Press

Baltimore




© 2011 The Johns Hopkins University Press
All rights reserved. Published 2011
Printed in the United States of America on acid-free paper

246897531

The Johns Hopkins University Press
2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21218-4363
www.press.jhu.edu

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Marino, John A.
Becoming Neapolitan : citizen culture in Baroque Naples / John A. Marino.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
1SBN-13: 978-0-8018-9787-0 (hardcover : alk. paper)
1SBN-10: 0-8018-9787-4 (hardcover : alk. paper)

1. Naples (Italy)—History—1503-1734. 2. Naples (Italy)—Social life and
customs. 3. City and town life—Italyj—Naples—History. 4. Citizenship—Social
aspects—Italy—Naples—History. 5. Group identity—Italy—Naples—History.
6. Rites and ceremonies—Italy—Naples—History. 7. Political culture—Italy—
Naples—History. 8. Popular culture—Italy—Naples—History. 9. Naples
(Italy)—Ethnic relations. 10. Naples (Kingdom)—History—Spanish rule,
1442-1707. L. Title.
pG848.12.M37 2011
945'.73107—dc22 2010011047

A catalog record for this book is available from the British Library.

Special discounts are available for bulk purchases of this book. For more information,
please contact Special Sales at 410-516-6936 or specialsales@ press.jhu.edu.

The Johns Hopkins University Press uses environmentally friendly book
materials, including recycled text paper that is composed of at least 30 percent
post-consumer waste, whenever possible. All of our book papers are acid-free,

and our jackets and covers are printed on paper with recycled content.



Becoming Neapolitan



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This project began as an inquiry into the noble seggi (political wards or neigh-
borhoods) of the early modern city of Naples. Because the seggi archives in the
Archivio di Stato di Napoli were destroyed during World War II, primary sources
had to be gleaned from wide reading in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century
printed books published in Naples. Early printed books and manuscripts pre-
served in Naples at the Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli and the Biblioteca della
Societa Napoletana di Storia Patria and in Rome at the Vatican Library and the
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma are the foundation upon which this very
different book than the one originally imagined is based. Intellectual support for
my research in Italy has benefited from generous friendship and conversation
with Giuseppe Galasso, Rosario Villari, and Giovanni Muto.

Two Newberry Library fellowships were especially helpful at early stages of
this project: a Newberry Library Exxon Fellowship in 1985/86 and a Newberry
Library / National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowshipin1992/93.In 1985
I participated in a Newberry Seminar by Carlo Ginzburg on “Ritual Pillages” and
began lifelong friendships with other italianisti at the Newberry (Albert Ascoli,
John Martin, Martha Pollak, Mary Quinlan-McGrath, and Diana Robin). Impor-
tant questions raised in that seminar as well as our discussions of research meth-
ods have much influenced my work. Trips to the libraries in Naples and Rome
where most of the sources reside have been made possible by annual University
of California at San Diego (UCSD) Academic Senate Research Grants. Grants
from a six-month Fulbright Western European Regional Research Fellowship in
1986 and a Cesare Barbieri Fellowship (Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut)
in summer 1996 sustained longer research forays. I would like to thank Paul
Gehl at the Newberry Library, Lynda Claassen at UCSD’s Mandeville Special Col-
lections, and all the library personnel at the many libraries I have visited.

Ritual studies of Renaissance and early modern Italian cities by Richard



x  Acknowledgments

Trexler on Florence, Edward Muir on Venice, and Maria Antonietta Visceglia on
Naples and Rome have laid out the theoretical model and practical blueprint for
my study. I am most grateful for their encouragement and suggestions along the
way. Conversations and correspondence with younger scholars of ceremonies,
festivals, and rituals in Naples have also been of great assistance on issues big
and small, with special thanks to Sabina de Cavi, Dinko Fabris, Gabriel Guarino,
Carlo Hernando, and Nick Napoli. Margaret Murata has shared her knowledge of
early modern music, Renato Ruotolo and Tom Willette have shared their knowl-
edge of early modern Neapolitan art, and Tommaso Astarita has been an insight-
ful and meticulous critic of my manuscript.

Papers on various parts of the book have been presented over many years at
conferences or seminars at the University of California at Los Angeles, Univer-
sity of California at Santa Cruz, University of California at San Diego, Univer-
sity of Chicago, University of Connecticut, University of Minnesota Twin Cities,
Princeton University, the Center for Research on Festive Culture at the Newberry
Library, the Renaissance Society of America, and the Sixteenth Century Society
and Conference. I cannot record everyone who has commented and made help-
ful suggestions on these visits, but let me thank John Davis, Luce Giard, George
Gorse, Sam Kinser, Jules Kirshner, Ed Muir, David Quint, Ingrid Rowland, and
my UCSD colleagues, especially Jack Greenstein.

Thanks to Ana Varela Lago for translating the Juan de Garnica memorial on
ceremonies, Ann Rose for research assistance on the Certosa di San Martino,
Michele Greenstein for preparing the plates, and the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity Press staff from Henry Tom and Suzanne Flinchbaugh to copyeditor Brian
MacDonald for turning the manuscript into a much better book. Images have
been provided with grateful thanks to Archivo dell’Arte / Luciano Pedicini, Na-
ples; the Bibliothéque nationale de France, Paris; and the Soprintendenza per i
Beni Architettonici e Paesaggistici e per il Patrimonio Storici, Artistici ed Etno-
antropologici per Napoli e Provincia, Naples. Institutional support came from
a UCSD Humanities Institute Fellowship in spring 1999 and from the UCSD
Office of Research Subvention for Scholarly Publications.

Generous hospitality in Rome from Michele and Jack Greenstein, in Naples
from Anna Maria Rao and from Giovanni Muto and Linda di Porzio, and in
Chicago from Jeff Schamis and Eva Eves have made being away from home like
being at home. Having completed writing this book over the past four years while
serving as UCSD History Department chair, I would also like to thank Alejan-
dra Ruiz, Jacqueline Griffin, and our whole departmental staff for their patience
and good cheer through the many absences and distractions that have found my



Acknowledgments  xi

mind in early modern Naples rather than in San Diego. Last but not least, Cyn-
thia Truant and our children Sara and Marc, who have suffered most from my
frequent absences during the obsessive hunting for and gathering of materials
away from home or the many hours spent cooped up in my study reading and
writing, have been constantly in mind. Studying rituals and ceremonies public
and private make one keenly aware of the importance of their form and meaning
in one’s own life and one’s own family. I regret that I was not able to complete
this project during the life of my father, Joe Marino, whose many sacrifices for
my study and education deserve special remembrance and to whom 1 dedicate
this book.



Becoming Neapolitan



CONTENTS

List of Tables and Figures vii
Acknowledgments ix

Introduction Urbs et Orbis I

PART I URBAN STRATIGRAPHY AND THE SIREN'S LYRE
1 Myth and History: From Italy to Naples 31

2 Ritual Time and Ritual Space 64

PART II CITY SOLIDARITIES AND NODES OF POWER
3 Patronage: The Church and the Heavenly City 119
4 The Rule of the Games: Playing Court 169

5 Allegrezza: The City Rules 198
Conclusion The Spectacle and the Citizen 234

Appendix 245
Notes 257
Works Cited 303
Index 333



TABLES AND FIGURES

TABLES
1.1. Mainland Italian cities with populations over 20,000 (1300-1600) 36
1.2. Thirty cities of Italy in Giovanni Orlandi’s 1607 composite map 37
1.3. Mainland cities with populations over 20,000 and their myths in

Alberti’s Descrittione 39
2.1. The Principal Feasts of Naples 92
3.1. Paolo Regio’s bibliography 122
3.2. Sacristy of the Certosa di San Martino: The Old Testament key 143
3.3. Sacristy of the Certosa di San Martino: The New Testament key 145
5.1. S. Giovanni apparati, 1623-1631 218
5.2. S. Giovanni apparati, after the revolt and the plague 222
5.3. The ninety-six virtues represented in statues at S. Giovanni’s feast

in 1668 224
FIGURES
L.1. Etienne Du Pérac printed by Antonio Lafreri, La Nobile Citta di

Napoli (1566) 11
I.2. Pierre Miotte, Citta di Napoli (Rome, 1648) with popolo and Spanish

strongholds 18
1.1. Giovanni da Nola, Partenope statue in the fountain at Santa Caterina

Spinacorona 54
2.1. Domenico Gargiulo, Thanksgiving after the Plague of 1656 84
2.2. The Royal Way: Procession route through the noble seggi, detail

Du Pérac (1566) 101
2.3. Alessandro Baratta, Fidelissimae Urbis Neapolitanae (1629), detail

of the city 105

2.4. Cavalcade for the marriage of Charles II (1690) 106



viii  Tables and Figures

2.5. Entrance of Charles V in Naples in 1535, bas-relief, San Giacomo
delgi Spagnuoli

3.1. Sacristy of the Certosa di San Martino, west view to choir

3.2. Sacristy of the Certosa di San Martino: Marquetry panels, upper and
lower registers

3.3. Sacristy of the Certosa di San Martino: Vault and walls

3.4. An Old Testament scene: Joshua’s Army before the Walls of Jericho
(Joshua 6)

3.5. Apocalypse cycle: The Great Beast from the Sea and the Land
(Revelation 13:1-18)

3.6. Cityscape panel with Certosa in bottom left foreground

3.7. Domenico Fontana, Mausolaei Typus Neapoli in Funere Philippi I1

3.8. Detail of Philip II Mausoleum with six imprese

3.9. Plan of Naples Duomo with narrative paintings for Philip II
obsequies

5.1. Map of procession route for St. John the Baptist’s Vigil on the
Baratta map

C.1. Detail from Domenico Gargiulo, Eruption of Vesuvius in 1631

C.2. Michele Regolia, Antechamber of a Nobleman’s Room

109
140

141
142

144

147
156

159

161

213

239
240



INTRODUCTION

Urbs et Orbis

The Problem of Identity and Solidarity

At the culmination of the French invasion of Italy that began in 1494, the French
king Charles VIII was in the city of Naples to accept the fealty of its citizens and
take the oath of allegiance after his conquest of the Kingdom of Naples. The seggio
del popolo (the city ward of the commons) had been dissolved by the Aragonese
conqueror Alfonso the Magnanimous forty years earlier in 1456; and when, on
Sunday 16 May 1495, persons in the French king’s entourage asked for the people
and citizens of Naples, certain noblemen replied that they were the people, the cit-
izens, and noblemen of the town. The non-Neapolitans present expressed their
surprise to the king that such a town would have no citizens except noblemen.
A few days later at the Church of San Lorenzo, the seat of the city council, a
native citizen and aromatario (a member of the spice dealer and druggist guild)
named Batista Pirozo asked Carlo Mormile, a nobleman of the seggio of Portanova
(one of the five noble city wards), what his most Christian Majesty, the King of
France, had commanded regarding the city statutes and ordinances. Mormile
retorted, “Why do you concern yourself about this city? We are the nobles and
citizens of Naples, and you have nothing to do with it, you loathsome vermin!”
Batista went around to the influential citizens and merchants of the city repeat-
ing Mormile’s insult. The next morning they marched in their robes six hundred
strong, two-by-two, to the Castel Capuano. They stood in the courtyard awaiting
the king, who, on seeing them from the window, asked who they were. They
responded that they were the citizens of the Neapolitan popolo, whereupon the
king turned to Carlo Mormile, Lancilotto Annese, and the other noble councilors
who had said there were no other citizens in Naples, who now did not know how
to respond. Charles brought eight of the six hundred before him and learned
from them their true number and their grievances. The king then granted them
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permission to unite in a council and congregation at the Church of S. Agostino,
which became the center of the restored seggio del popolo.!

This famous confrontation in the city of Naples between its nobility and com-
mons (popolo) recounted by the contemporary chronicle of Notar Giocamo dra-
matizes the problem of citizen identity and solidarity in the early modern city.
Who were its citizens, and how were they made? How did the early modern city
hold together? Why did its diverse social components of caste and class not pull
it apart? How was civic culture created? Such conflict over urban space, civic
symbols, and municipal power cuts to the quick of the ambiguity in Neapolitan
urban life and of the overlapping and contending relationships within the early
modern city in general: namely, voluntary and involuntary association; solidarity
and social stratification; and cohesion and conflict among opposing parties, fac-
tions, clans or families, classes, and neighborhoods, as they engaged in agonistic
relationships among themselves and with centralized authority.?

Piero Ventura’'s important work on Neapolitan citizenship has focused on
the legal and political making of citizens.? Ventura cites a 1671 manuscript by
Michele Muscettola, a nobleman of the seggio of Montagna, in which he divides
Neapolitan citizens into four types: natives born or conceived in the city or its
nearby villages (casali); children of the native-born who were born elsewhere;
those made citizens by the city council representatives (eletti); and foreigners or
residents of the Kingdom of Naples who, according to the royal decree of 1479,
would buy or build a house to live in the city and marry a Neapolitan.* All citizens
of the Neapolitan capital enjoyed exemption from direct taxation of the hearth tax
paid by residents in the kingdom and from customs duties on imported and ex-
ported goods in the city or in the kingdom.® They were subject, however, to peri-
odic parliamentary aids (donativi) and to various gabelles, which taxed consump-
tion of flour, wine, grain, meat, cheese, salami, olive oil, fish, and other products.
Citizens were eligible to hold office, had the right to vote for elected officials,
and were guaranteed certain judicial privileges. As citizens, no distinction was
made between noble and commoner; nevertheless, the common legal formula
“cavalieri, cittadini e habitanti” did distinguish three groups: nobles of the seggi,
commoners, and noncitizen foreigners. Aggregation into the noble seggi became
more difficult and was virtually frozen by the end of the sixteenth century; such
a closure, affecting “new men” trying to enter the exclusive ranks of the old city
nobility, was widespread across all the Italian states at this time.

This book examines the making and unmaking of citizens—not their legal
status or rights, but their identity and self-representation—through a study of the
myths and rituals in early modern Naples under Spanish rule, especially from
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the mid-sixteenth to mid-seventeenth century under the reigns of three absentee
Spanish kings: Philip II (1556—98), Philip III (1598-1621), and Philip IV (1621—
65). This book analyzes how the rationale, invention, elaboration, mechanisms of
transmission, and change over time in Baroque rituals affected authority, solidar-
ity, and identity in Spanish Naples. Three optics—the church, the nobility, and
the popolo—allow us to see how Spanish rule and church reform joined forces
to impose themselves upon and transform commoner traditions from above.
The problematic in this book derives from Machiavelli’s discussion on how to
gain and maintain a new state, as described in The Prince, chapter 3: “On Mixed
Principalities”—that is, a newly gained principality “if it is not altogether new
but rather an addition (so that the two together may be called mixed)” and, in
particular, “when new possessions are acquired in a province that differs in lan-
guage, customs, and laws.”® For Machiavelli, the inherent difficulties stem from
the changeability of the people, the offense to new subjects caused by occupying
troops, the alienation of former local allies, and the necessity to avoid new laws
and taxes in order to form one body from the old and new states in the shortest
time possible. Machiavelli examines the opposite of gaining and maintaining
a new state with his primary example: why “Louis XII, king of France, quickly
occupied Milan and quickly lost it.” Here we will be looking at the reigns of the
three Philips of Spain, the rhetoric of good government and virtue, and solidar-
ity among the citizens in Naples, over the sweeping trajectory from the Spanish
conquest to their co-option practices and the eventual loss of Naples.

The city of Naples had a strong tradition of decentralized, neighborhood-based
political organizations, both noble and popular, through the Middle Ages. Five
noble neighborhood districts, consolidated from an original twenty-nine, were
called seggi (seats) but also tocci (a corruption of the Greek topos), teatri, piazze,
and portici. All these names conveyed the same meaning, that of a specific place

” o«

in the city. In addition to a particular urban space, the word “seat,” “place,” “the-

” «

ater,” “square,” or “portico” carried with it two other ideas: one defined a political
identity in Neapolitan city government; and the other, social distinctions between
nobles and commoners, as well as among nobles themselves, who were divided
not only by their competing seggi affiliations but also from other nobles who were
not aggregated into the seggi.”

Who one was in Naples was inextricably linked to where one was from.
One’s residence or affiliation within one of the city’s five noble districts (seggio
of Capuana, Montagna, Nido, Porto, or Portanova) or its lone popular district
(seggio del popolo), as much as one’s right of precedence in the order of march in

parades and processions, reflected one’s status or honor among fellow citizens
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and one’s place in the local social and political structure. After the Spanish con-
quest of 1503, the streets and piazze of early modern Naples continued to be the
parade grounds for face-to-face interaction in the struggle for power among royal
officers, religious and secular clergy, resident nobles, non-noble citizens of the
popolo, and a sea of plebeians.

Other early modern Italian cities under princely or signorial regimes wit-
nessed similar contests between neighborhood associational groups and their
rulers to control the city’s social and symbolic geography.® Whether the six seggi of
Naples, the eighteen alberghi of Genoa, the sixteen gonfaloni of Florence, the sev-
enteen contrade of Siena, the six sestieri of Venice, or the fourteen rioni of Rome,
the city’s traditional wards or quarters wrestled with centralizing administrations
to retain their monopoly over municipal government and local affairs. The over-
all trend from late medieval to early modern states concerned the victory of the
central state, its bureaucratization, the power of its ministers, and the increased
authority of its ruler.

Larger territorial states might subordinate the decentralized government of
neighborhood organizations and leave them as atrophied medieval remnants.
Even in this case, though, social rivalries and violence could continue and must
be understood as normal rather than dysfunctional to the fabric of urban life if
we are to understand why the sociopolitical power structure of any particular
city persisted so long.® In Naples, however, the Spanish viceroy, the surrogate for
the absentee king, short-circuited “normal” conflictual relationships. The Span-
ish conquerors implemented a conscious policy of fortifying and reorienting the
city’s urban landscape with an army and navy of occupation, as well as manipu-
lating the social structure of the city by playing rival groups against one another.
Under the viceroys, garrisoned troops played an essential role in reshaping the
city’s political fortunes; and patronage to a nonaristocratic bureaucracy of mag-
istrates and judges (togati) and foreign merchant creditors (especially Genoese)
had a lasting impact on the development of citizen culture. Four contemporary
voices, two outsiders and two insiders, provide a good perspective on the foment-
ing crisis of political alienation in Naples under Spanish rule.

In 1559, the year that Philip II created the Council of Italy—which comprised
the three Spanish-ruled states of Milan, Naples, and Sicily—the Venetian ambas-
sador to Spain, Michele Suriano, reported that “as for the morale of the Nea-
politans, I can only repeat what they themselves always say: every government
sickens them and every state displeases them.”® According to Suriano, Spain's
long half-century rule had “extinguished all the passions of the kingdom” to the
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point that the King of Spain “could not rely on the loyalty of these subjects.” In
fact, “the present discontent of the nobles and popolo” stemmed from disaffection
because of heavy taxes on the nobility, neglect of the popolo, and “the many de-
fects in the government.” Forced parliamentary aids (donativi) on the nobility and
ever-increasing gabelles on city commoners, who had come to the capital to avoid
direct taxes in the provinces, were impoverishing everyone with the result that
the kingdom suffered three main defects: the burdensome billeting of Spanish
troops, privilege and patronage given to Spaniards and so-called janissaries (the
name given to the children of Spaniard-Neapolitan intermarriage), and unequal
justice in not granting the nobility its rightful place of honor over an “insolent
and presumptuous” popolo. No metaphor expresses the conflation of complaints
better than the derogatory expletive janissaries for the children of Spanish-
Neapolitan mixed marriages, because these elite Turkish troops and administra-
tive servants of the sultar's household were conscripted young boys taken by force
from their subject Christian families in the Ottoman Empire. The accusation of
favoritism to a fifth-column offspring of foreigner-citizen marriages captures the
Neapolitans’ sense of political exclusion, alienation, betrayal, and loss.

An erudite Neapolitan popolano, Camillo Porzio, sent Don Ihigo Lopez de
Mendoza, marquis de Mondejar (viceroy, 1577—79) upon his appointment in 1575
an analysis of Naples in the same vein as that of the Venetian ambassador Su-
riano."! Porzio distinguished three kinds of men in the Kingdom of Naples—
plebs, nobles, and barons—who shared a stereotypical personality profile in that
they desired change, had litle fear of the law, highly valued honor, loved appear-
ance more than substance, and were courageous and deadly; but, “on the present
[Spanish] rule, they all agree they are little content.”’? Excessive taxation, lost
housing, closed access to offices, and disregard for due honor to rank were the
leading strands of criticism adopted by contending castes during the long pre-
lude to the revolt of 1647.

A second foreign expert’s diagnosis of the problem of Naples comes from
Giovanni Botero’s 1590s world history, Relationi universali, which includes an
excursus on Naples in a section on the capital city’s province of Terra di Lavoro.
According to Botero, the area and population of the city of Naples would have

been even larger were it not for a Spanish law against further construction.’

It is in compasse seven miles, but narrow: of late times it is much augmented, and
would increase continually, if the King of Spaine had not forbidden a further in-

crease of building; whereunto he was moved, partly by the complaints of the Barons
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(whose Tenants to injoy the liberties granted to the Neapolitans, did forsake their
owne dwelling to seat themselves there): partly by the danger of rebellion, which in

so mighty a City cannot easily be repressed.*

The motives for the law limiting urban construction and population growth are
identified as twofold: baronial complaints (querele) against their rural subjects
(sudditi), who were escaping both feudal jurisdiction and dues in order to gain the
capital city’s liberties (essentioni), that is, its privileges and immunities;" and the
ubiquitous danger of popular uprisings (sollevamenti popolari) in so big a city.
The revised 1630 English translation, “now once againe inlarged according to
moderne observation,” adds a paragraph on Naples not found in Botero’s original
Italian that portrays Naples in a degenerative spiral from the home of Philosophy
and the Muses to military occupation under the heavy hand of Spanish rule:

Naples was first the receptacle of Philosophie, secondly, of the Muses; and now of
Souldiery; the moderne inhabitants having their eares daily inured to the sound
of the drum & fife, and their eyes to the management of Horses, and glittering of
Armours. For the ambitious Spaniard now governeth this Kingdome by a Viceroy,
directed (upon occasions) by the Councell appointed for Italy, which innovation
hath principally befallen them, by their dependancie upon the Popes; who knowing
(by reason of the brevitie of their lives) not otherwise to govern than by spleene, pas-
sion, and private respect, have continually disquieted the estate, until a third man
hath bereaved both parties of their imaginary greatnesse. And this is the Spaniard,
who making right use of former defaults, hath secured the peece: first, by taking
all power and greatness from the Nobility, (more than titular;) and secondly, in sup-

pressing the popular throughout the whole Kingdome by forren souldiery.'®

From the antipapist, anti-Spanish, English perspective, Naples’s former place in
philosophy and the liberal arts had been replaced by an occupying army whose
martial tunes and armored cavalry erased the arts and the sciences. The “ambi-
tious” Spaniards introduced the institutional innovations of a viceroy and Coun-
cil of Italy to take Naples away from its capricious papal overlord, and even from
the Neapolitans themselves, by usurping local noble power and suppressing
the popolo through force of arms. Both states, papal Rome and the Kingdom of
Naples, remained bereaved in mourning for their lost “imaginary greatness.”
The daily presence of the sounds and sights of Spanish military occupation had
ushered in wailing mourners in bereavement for lost glories.

As insiders, seventeenth-century Neapolitans themselves knew the conse-
quences of cohesion or conflict in society at the time of the revolt of 1647. Nesco-



