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Preface

We had a simple objective in mind in writing this book. We intended to write a
clear and nonintimidating text on statistics and research methods. Statistics and
research methods are not subjects that many students choose to take. These subjects
usually inspire feelings of dread. Hopefully, we have achieved our objective to the
extent that students will find the material less intimidating than they might have.

We have also tried to offer a text that gives criminal justice and criminology
examples. Rather than give as many examples as we could think of, we have tried to
present important and interesting examples.

This book was a collaborative effort but each of us took primary responsibility
for certain chapters. Miller took the lead on the chapters on the statistical matters
(2-5, 11-16), while Whitehead is the primary author for the research design chapters
(1,6,7,8,9,10 & 17).

Many sincere thanks are due to the various authors and publishers who gave us
permission to use the material that appears in the appendices. Special acknowledge-
ments appear at the bottom of the appendix tables. We thank Philip Snodderly, Jr. for
his ideas for the cartoon illustrations that appear in the book. We are especially
indebted to SPSS, Inc. for allowing us to use material for the computer illustrations.

We would like to thank Mickey Braswell and Bill Simon of Anderson for being so
patient in waiting for this manuscript. Contrary to their well-founded suspicions, we
were not trying to break the record for longest book in process at Anderson.

Words and terms in boldface are defined in the Glossary. Review Aids and Ref-
erences are listed at the end of each chapter. There is an Author Index and a Subject
Index at the back of the book.

There is a Student Workbook to accompany this text. We think that students can
benefit from studying the Workbook and completing the sample questions and prob-
lems in it. The Workbook has a list of Key Terms for each chapter, Chapter Sum-
maries, and both objective and subjective questions for study and review. We spent a
considerable amount of time and effort on the Workbook to make it a useful aid for
students looking for some assistance.
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