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MODERN TORT LAW

Seventh Edition

Modern Tort Law is a comprehensive, accessible and up-to-date introduction to the law of
tort. Now in its seventh edition, Vivienne Harpwood’s popular, student-friendly text
explains the principles of all aspects of tort law in a lively and thought-provoking
manner. The broad coverage of modern tort law makes this an ideal textbook for any
undergraduate tort law course.

Students are encouraged to understand and apply the principles of tort law effec-
tively throughout, and particular attention is paid to the context within which the law is
evolving, making these topics both accessible and enjoyable.

This seventh edition has been revised and updated to take into account develop-
ments since publication of the previous edition including in the areas of privacy, neg-
ligence, personal injury and defamation. Human Rights issues are integrated throughout
the text rather than treating the topic in isolation, in line with the way the subject is
commonly taught.

Now more accessible and student-friendly, it includes:

e advice on further reading at the end of each chapter which is intended to point
students towards sources of further study and critical debate

e new chapter introductions, rewritten to reflect learning outcomes.

Modern Tort Law is now supported by a Companion Website which offers lecturer
resources available to adopters of the book, including ‘think points’ designed to encour-
age reflection and debate and PowerPoints of diagrams and flowcharts contained within
the text. A dedicated student section also offers weblinks, a flashcard glossary and a test
bank of multiple choice questions.

http://www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415458467

Vivienne Harpwood is Professor of Law and Course Director for the LLM degree at
Cardiff Law School. She lectures and publishes widely in the fields of tort and medical
law, and her main research interests are general aspects of the law of tort, clinical
negligence and the institutional framework of healthcare.



PREFACE

Tort is a broad church and many hymns, ancient and modern, can be heard within it. It is
an ideal subject for undergraduate study because it shows how the law develops and
responds to changing social and economic conditions. The origins of tort can be traced
to the early years of the last millennium and it has survived to enter this millennium
while still undergoing a process of evolution. Jurisprudentially, it is intriguing because
it demonstrates the shifting boundaries of judicial creativity. All the traditional subject
matter of tort is analysed here in detail but particular emphasis is placed on exploration
of complex and contentious areas and topics which students find perplexing.

This seventh edition updates the material in the previous edition in the light of
recent developments in this fast moving area of law. There is discussion of numerous
cases decided at appellate level, including those concerning duty of care, liability for
psychiatric injury, breach of duty, quantum and occupiers’ liability, as well as other
mainstream areas of tort studied on undergraduate and professional courses. Develop-
ments concerning the effects of the Human Rights Act 1998 on the law of tort are also
discussed. The substantive law is set in the context of the Civil Procedure Rules 1998,
changes in the availability of public funding and other institutional and social changes.
The book is carefully structured and has been updated with the student very much in
mind.

This book is the product of many years of lecturing and tutoring tort and would not
have been possible without the stimulus and encouragement of colleagues and students
too numerous to mention.

Vivienne Harpwood 2008
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