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In memory of Professor Czeslaw Majorek. Dear friend and colleague;
internationally acclaimed scholar. You are deeply missed.



PREFACE

Schooling Around the World follows on the success of Education in a Global Society: A
Comparative Perspective (Allyn and Bacon, 2000). However, while the two share many
commonalities, it is not a second, updated edition; it is a new and significantly different
textbook. While some material from the former has been included herein, Schooling
Around the World differs from its predecessor in six major ways.

First, it is a markedly shorter book. The number of case studies has been reduced
from twenty-seven to sixteen. This change was made to assist students and instructors.
Schooling Around the World was written to make it ideal for the thirteen-week course
cycle found in most colleges and universities.

Second, selection of case studies was made on the criterion of highlighting “high-
interest” nations. That is, nations that are both geopolitically significant and illustrative of
important perspectives and lessons for understanding education principles and practices
were chosen.

Third, while each chapter still opens with a description of the social milieu of the
country, that description is briefer and more focused. The unique characteristics of each
country and its major political, cultural, religious, ideological, and other traits are nonethe-
less still clearly identified. This is essential in order to provide the social context necessary
for understanding each nation’s education system. However, there is less detail given to the
historical evolution of the country than was provided by the previous textbook. The focus
herein is upon succinctly identifying key social forces and factors that characterize the
country and shape its education system.

Fourth, the education systems of each nation are described, but concisely and with-
out undue specificity and detail. While the reader is acquainted with the essential structure
of each national school system, its curricula, pedagogical practices employed, evaluation
modes, teacher training, and so on, Schooling Around the World does not go into the detail
that its predecessor provided. Both the above-noted outline of the social milieu of each na-
tion and this sketch of the education system serve the function of providing readers with a
contextual framework for understanding the next component.

Fifth, the editors’ guiding principle behind Schooling Around the World is to provide
future teachers with a clear understanding of the realities of their chosen profession: the de-
bates, controversies, and challenges they will face as professional educators. Relevance for
the practicing teacher is emphasized in the issues brought to light.

Accordingly, the heart of each chapter is a spirited discussion of the successes, chal-
lenges, issues, debates, and controversies facing educators in their nations. Each contribut-
ing author has identified the strongest, most significant, and most desirable aspects of
education in his or her nation. (Essentially telling us: “Here is what we are doing right!”)
Next, authors identify the major challenges that schools and educators face in the effort to
improve education in their nations. (Essentially, “This is what is most weak and in need of
attention and remedy!”) Finally, each author identifies the issues and debates that are cur-
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rently taking place in her or his nation’s schools, teachers’ professional organizations,
ministries of education, the media, and so on. (Essentially, “Here is what we are arguing
about in education!”)

Sixth and finally, the preceding point leads us to the essence of the differences be-
tween this textbook and its predecessor. On one hand, Schooling Around the World is a very
practical book. In addition to gaining basic knowledge of other societies and education sys-
tems, future teachers learn what the strengths of those systems are. More importantly,
learning the successes other countries are experiencing (i.e., the “Here is what we are
doing right” component of each case study) immediately invites a critically important ques-
tion: What lessons may be learned from this to improve schooling in my country? Similarly,
understanding the challenges facing educators in other nations and then drawing parallels
to our own situations (the “This is what is most weak and in need of attention and remedy”
element) illuminates avenues for finding solutions. What can we learn from each other?
What can we borrow from each other? What can we teach each other? These are the ques-
tions that should frame student inquiry as each chapter is read.

Accordingly, Schooling Around the World is written in a spirited tone; the human el-
ement is not lost. In examining national issues and debates (the “Here is what we are ar-
guing about in education” part of each chapter) we invite students to be drawn into the
controversies—often raging ones—that characterize the highly ideological and politicized
profession of teaching in every country. The issues future teachers face are profound and
contentious. In each chapter, the authors take a stand; lines are drawn in the sand. In con-
sequence, readers are invited to comprehend, confront, and take positions on the debates
that will engulf them when they enter the teaching profession. The controversies are clearly
illuminated in each chapter; how these battles are resolved will define the professional lives
of the next generation of teachers.

Indeed, everything else can be considered as background to this. The ultimate value
and use of the information and analyses provided is to give students a basis upon which to
engage in the debates and dialogues of the profession they are entering. That is the focus of
Schooling Around the World.
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