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Foreword

Mergers and acquisitions are gaining more and more importance on the Chinese
Mainland. At the same time the legal framework governing China-related M&A
transactions has become very complex. This book aims at providing a structured
introduction to legal aspects of China’s M&A regime. Different topics are discussed
in their practical context, in particular from the viewpoint of foreign investors.
Comprehensive references and bilingual versions of the most important M&A-
related laws and regulations are meant to allow for an easy access to primary and
secondary sources.

In many M&A-related areas, Chinese law is still unclear, incomplete and
inconsistent. I have tried to flag these areas and to point to practical solutions that
have been used in the past or might be available in the present and in the future.
Further, Chinese law must be seen as “law in development™ with many changes to be
expected in the near future. This is in particular true for the rather young Chinese
M&A regime. | have addressed possible future developments wherever they are
already foreseeable to a satisfactory degree of certainty. However, this book is not
intended to, and can by no means, replace legal advice in relation to specific M&A
transactions. On the contrary, the legal situation of every practical case must be
analysed based on the underlying facts and the then applicable law.

The work on this book was generously supported by a Direct Grant of The Chinese
University of Hong Kong. Further, I would like to thank Ms Roxanne Sien, Hong
Kong, for her valuable assistance in relation to necessary research and Ms Elaine
Wong and Ms Sharon Yap of CCH Hong Kong Ltd. for taking diligent care of the
publication. I am grateful for any comments and suggestions, My contact details are
available online at www.wolff-hk.com.

Hong Kong, August 2006

LUTZ-CHRISTIAN WOLFF
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5 1 (U p— Supreme People’s Court''
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION

General.......ccevveeecnrnrennns —— ) L (]|
The meaning of M&A... - ————— ) B0 1]
The historical development of China’s M&A regime........... [1-300

11-100 General

In January 2006, the PRC’s National Bureau of Statistics commissioner Lie Deshui
announced that due to strong investments and record exports, China’s economy had
grown by 9.9% in the year 2005 thus overtaking Great Britain as the fourth largest
economy in the world." The People’s Bank of China has forecasted that China’s economy
will expand 10.3% during the first six months of 2006 and the growth rate is expected to
continue at 9.1% in 2007.”

China® has been regdrded as a hot market in particular for foreign investments for
more than 25 years now. * According to a recent survey of 1410 CEOs of globally
leading companies, 78% describe the market opportunities in China as “significant™. In
fact, the volume of foreign investment and non-investment related business activities with
Chinese partners has increased constantly over the past years, with just a temporary slow-
down in 2005. Already in 2004, China had become the second most important target
country worldwide for foreign investments overtaking even the US.” In addition, China is
close to replacing Japan as Asia’s strongest trading nation.’

In light of these numbers and the developing global M&A market, it is surprising
that M&A transactions are a rather new phenomenon in China. Before the mid nineties,
the sale and purchase of Chinese business entities was only considered by foreign entities
in exceptional cases.’ Smce then, however, M&A transactions in China have seen
explosive growth rates.* In 2004, a Chinese investment official was quoted saying that
M&A transactions in China will multiply tenfold over the next five years.” Credit Suisse
chief regional economist Dong Tao summarised the situation in late April 2006 as
follows:

“China 1s about to face a major wave of mergers and acquisitions. The pattern of
China’s FDI [foreign direct investment] is changing from setting up new factories to
acquisitions,™"

The legal framework goveming M&A transactions has long been incomplete and
extremely hard to handle.'" In line with the increasing volume of China-related M&A
transactions, only in recent years have more comprehensive structures been put in place.
However, problems arising out of inconsistencies, unclear rules and legislative gaps
continue to exist as will be shown in the following chapters.
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111-200 Definition

The term “M&A™ stands for mergers and acquisitions. Generally speaking, the term
“merger” means the fusion of two or more partners thus creating a totally new business
entity or continuing the operation of the partners “under the roof” of either of them.'? In
contrast, the acquisition of a business entity by another indicates that one party takes over
the shares, equity interest or assets of another entity. The parties to an acquisition
therefore do not appear as equal partners of the transaction.

Normally, no emphasis is laid on the distinction between mergers on the one hand
and acquisitions on the other. In fact, in practice the differences between these two
transaction types may be marginal. Psychological aspects could be more important in
anbweling whether a particular transaction is communicated as a merger or an ac.quisition
as in the case of an acquisition, the target company may give the impression of
weakness.” However, as far as China is concerned the situation is different because
dlﬁel't,nl rules may apply depending on whether a particular transaction qualifies as a
merger' or acquisition."

fl1-210 M&A in numbers

After years of market consolidation, 2006 is expected to witness the highest volume
of global M&A activity based on transaction growth over recent years. Year 2000
recorded a volume of US$3.327 trillion. In 2005, the value of announced M&A
transactions had rlsen by 38% year-on-year from US$2.1 trillion in the 2004 to US$2.9
trillion in 2005.'® The average size of the deals rose from US$147.5 million in 2004 to
US$181.7 million in 2005." According to a survey conducted by Emst & Young in 2005,
inbound cross-border acquisitions jumped 22% to US$31.5 billion."

Although foreign direct investments (FDI) in China experienced a slow-down in
2005 with an actual FDI volume of US$60.3 billion against the US$60.6 billion recorded
in 2004, foreign investors are increasingly interested in China’s M&A market."” While
the number of M&A transactions fell for the first time during the first six months of 2005
and was down by 5% year-on-year to US$26.2 billion,” from the point of target
companies in global M&A activity, China ranked 9th worldw1de in 2005 with 1,642 deals
worth US$63.4 billion, up 7% on a year-on-year basis.”'

All in all mvestors are very optlmlstlc regarding the development of China’s M&A
market. China will see the biggest deals in the next two or three years according to a
statement of a leveraged buyoul legal expert in carly 2006 * Indeed, during the first half
of 2006, M&A transactions in China set a regional record with US$41 billion in deals, up
71 % from the first half of 2005.”
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