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Foreword

Africa’s relations with Europe date back several centuries.
Although the ties are sometimes acrimonious, the two continents
have continued to work together in diverse ways. One reason
for this resilience is geographical propinquity; separated fron{
each other only by the narrow Strait of Gibraltar that connects
the Atlantic Ocean to the Mediterranean Sea. From such a
perspective, itisindeed arguable that the two continents cannot
ignore each other especially in an era of unprecedented
globalization, because what happens in one is bound, sooner or
later, to impact the other. One major platform used by Europe
to maintain close ties with Africa and other developing countries
was the Lome Convention signed by 71 African, Caribbean and
Pacific, ACE, countries, in February 1975 in the Togolese capital,
Lome. The Agreement was aimed at providing a broad
framework for economic cooperation between the EU and the
ACP; whereby agricultural and mineral exports from the latter
entered the EU “duty free”, under a preferential scheme. The
EU was also to provide substantial development aid to ACP
countries to boost development. The Lome Convention was
reviewed three times, LomeIl, Ill and IV, in deliberate attempts
to adjust what was by then a lopsided relationship in favour of
Europe. Above all, the Lome regime did not address most of
Africa’s fundamental developmental challenges. Africa remained
overwhelmingly an agrarian continent while millions of Africans
remained below the global poverty level. Another attempt to
fine-tune Euro-Africa relations was undertaken in 2000 under
the Cotonou Agreement of 23 June that year. It is significant to
note that the unscrambling of the ACP bloc and Africa,
especially, by the EU started with the Cotonou Agreement. The
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Process continued in the Economic Partnership Agreements
EPAs, which provided for interim and full membership; new
Rules of Origin (RoOs) and a Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP); all of which have directly and indirectly created tension
in intra-African relations on the one hand, and in Africa’s
relations with Europe, on the other hand..Arguably, the
dismantling of African solidarity vis-a-vis the EU, was completed
in the December 2007 Africa-EU Strategic Partnership
Agreement, which is anchored on eight broad sub-themes,
including peace and security.

Africa and Europe in the 21st Century critically examines
the effects of the Joint Strategic Partnership Agreement on
African countries individually and collectively; the continent as
a whole; and the future of Euro-Africa relations, in the context
of the rapidly changing global landscape with emerging
influential actors like Brazil, Russia, India, and China, the so-
called BRIC states. The book is the outcome of a two-day
international conference on the AU-EU Strategic Partnership
Agreement: Implications for Nigeria, held at the Nigerian
Institute of International Affairs, Lagos, from 7th to 8th July
2010. Divided into five parts and with a total of 16 original
chapters, the book captures some of the most salient issues in
the latest attempt by Africa and Europe to enhance their mutual
cooperation. Itis a most welcome development, especially as it
is coming on the eve of the 3™ Africa-EU summitin November
2010. Itis my sincere hope, therefore, that the book will make
significant contribution to the debate on the utility and the future
of the Africa-EU Strategic Partnership Agreement. Students of
integration and development, foreign policy, diplomats, policy
makers, bureaucratsin the EU, the AU and the various regional
economic communities, RECs, as well as members of civil society
organizations, will find in the book an indispensable companion
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and reference source. It will certainly add to the already lively
debate on the pros and cons of the latest, and perhaps the most
elaborate, agreement between Africa and Europe. I warmly
recommend it to libraries and research institutes in Africa and
abroad, and to all those who are interested in promoting
equitable and sustainable partnerships between Africa and
Europe, this century and beyond.

Professor Osita C. Eze,
Director-General,

Nigerian Institute of International Affairs,
VictoriaIsland,

Lagos
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