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Foreword

More than a phrase in the title of a book, “a global perspective,” describes the goal of
the University of Indianapolis in all its programming and activities. Just a short distance from
my office, in the entry hall to our university library fly the flags of 37 countries representing the
homelands of our international students. In those flags and in the faces of our students daily
we see beyond the horizon of Indianapolis, the world which is our campus, a world made up
of many families and traditions.

In addition to our international student population at our home campus, we are also
actively engaged in international programming in Cyprus, Greece, Taiwan, and Mainland China.
Our formal academic programs are complemented by academic conferences held on our home
campus to which colleagues from around the world are invited. One such conference is the
International Symposium on Families: East and West which has been held in 1991 and 1993.
In these symposia scholars from many countries have gathered to present papers and to discuss
similarities and differences in the tradition of the family in different cultures. Although there
are a number of similarities and a number of differences in the development and understanding
of the family and individual roles (parental, children, and gender), one conviction permeated
all the discussions: the family is the core of the society and upon its health, societal health is
finally dependent. The facts that family traditions are the subject of frequent attacks and that
the sanctity of family is eroding and changing in various places in the world are compelling
reasons to understand what has been and what is happening in order to strengthen the
institution of the family and the values that are inherent therein around the globe.

In order to share the works of the scholars who have gathered for these discussions,
thereby to further extend the understanding of the problems facing the families of the world,
and to provide resources which will further the discussion and share the knowledge present in
these symposia, we have published some of the papers from the 1991 and 1993 conferences.
The titles of these volumes are Families: East and West and Marriage and the Family in
Chinese Societies: Selected Readings. This is the third volume of this series.

As we have learned from others, so also we are seeking to reciprocate by returning what
we have gained. The University of Indianapolis Press is one means whereby we can reach out
to our interdependent society and affirm our common membership in the human family. With
the able direction of Dr. Phylis Lan Lin, this is the fifth book in four years under the sponsorship
of our Asian Programs area.

Modern communication and transportation have reduced our planet to a global village.
The families of the world, with their traditions, move from place to place with relative ease. It
is our hope that this series of books will assist the readers in understanding these families, and
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in creating around the world an environment in which the family, as the bedrock of our society,
can be strengthened and we can learn to celebrate both the differences and the similarities
which are found within the greater global human family.

G. Benjamin Lantz, Jr.

President
University of Indianapolis
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Introduction

Phylis Lan Lin
Wen-Hui Tsai

The family, a cultural universal, is considered the
foundation of a society. We are born into families, grow up in
Jamilies, and create new families for future generations. The
Jamily is the corner stone for personal growth and national
development.

Phylis Lan Lin, “Preamble to International symposium
on Families: East and West” (1991)

The family provides the continuity of the society. It links humankind from generation
to generation. We descend from our ancestors, and in turn, our progeny succeed us. Societ-
ies do not exist without families; and they exist for families. Without the family, there is nei-
ther history of, nor the future for, the society. We are the product and participants of the
socio-biological-economic-psychological function called family. Our basic personal well-being
depends on healthiness of the family. The society is served when the family is served.

This is the third volume in a series of collections of papers presented in the first two
conferences of International Symposium on Families: East and West, held at the University of
Indianapolis in 1991 and 1993. The first, under the title of Families: East and West, was pub-
lished in 1992, the second, Marriage and the Family in Chinese Societies: Selected Readings,
was published in the Fall of 1994. Not all the papers accepted for the conferences were pub-
lished. A few invited papers, that were not presented at the symposium, were included in
these volumes.

The aim of the symposium was to provide a forum for the exchange of research and
study on the family, with the objective that public policies and programs on the family would
evolve from our work. The publication of these volumes preserves the data and analysis for
further research, and seeks to stimulate interest in the study of family as a career.

By means of advanced communication and transportation technologies, and unabated
fertility growth, people of the world are brought closer. Where it used to take days and months
for people to reach another country, now is matter of hours and minutes to travel, and nano-
seconds to see and hear. Pizza, tofu, KFC chicken, tortillas, pitas, and foods of all ethnic
origins from different corners of the world are popularly consumed worldwide.
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Linguistically, some non-alphabetical languages are now Romanized, as is the computer
keyboard. The Hindu-Arabic numeral system is the universal method of counting and num-
bering no matter what spoken language. The measurement of time based on the Greenwich
Observatory in England and Gregorian calendar, based on the sun and the birth of Jesus Christ,
is commonly used for international commerce and diplomacy.

Notwithstanding the slowness of the United States in joining the rest of the world in the
metric system of measurement, and the ethnic strife in the Balkans, central Africa, and other
parts, people of different races, ethnic origin and creed are permanently residing in parts of
the world not of their ancestry. People of mixed background intermarry and many alternative
family forms are receiving acceptance by both the public and the law.

Surely and gradually, political and economical boundaries are being dismantled as we
see the emergence of a united European Community and a North American trade bloc that will
expand and merge in time. The wide, wide world is but a global village, and people are but
passengers in a space ship called earth.

In order to know and understand the family, we must view it from a global perspective.
The entire human race, whoever and wherever we are, is driven by the same impulse for
survival and propagation. The family is our first and last resort to look to in order to sustain
our existence.

We have come a long way from the primitive period when our immediate surroundings
dictated how we lived and survived. To a larger extent, the local climate and weather are no
longer of great concern to most individuals. We no longer depend on what we can gather and
hunt for food, fiber, and fuel to live on as we advance in agriculture and manufacturing,

When we study the family from the global perspective, the experience encountered by
the families under a given social/economical/political setting may be applied to the families in
other parts of the world. Thus we may learn from the lessons experienced by people in one
society for the benefit of others.

Even though cultural diversity rooted in a long history of tradition will remain, certain
customs and practices of local origin tend to spread at more rapid rates. We have seen the
trend in the change of household structure from the extended family to nuclear family in
parallel with industrialization and economic development. A counter trend is found as grand-
parents fill in the breach for the families of single parents. Unlike the traditional extended
family, centered on elderly authority, this new multi-generational family functions as a primary
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care giver for the elderly. The nuclear family of the American television Ozzie and Harriet
Show is not necessarily the only bi-generational family model. There are families whose mem-
bers are not biologically linked. There are households of half or step siblings, adopted chil-
dren by parents with and without partner or even parents of the same sex. They may not be
viewed as the most ideal or "deviant", but the children are mostly better off than living with
mismatched biological parents in a tension filled household. Many of the famous and accom-
plished are brought up under such settings.

Since the ending of cold war, regional armed conflicts are occurring in the major conti-
nents. Families are taking on the global perspective as they seek refuge in other lands and
orphaned children are adopted in unfamiliar settings.

In this United Nations' International Year of the Family, we see the family as an interna-
tional entity. Except for the few aborigine peoples, most people or their ancestors migrated
from other regions of the earth. Nations and empires rose and fell. Marriages transcend
national boundaries. In the universal context, all earthlings of the world are indigenous of this
planet. Are we not members of the same extended kinship descended from Adam and Eve?

The conjugal intimacy, being the biological fulfillment for the formation and continua-
tion of the family, differentiates the male from the female, not only the reproductive roles, but
the household division of labor as well. Industrialization and medical advances have altered
the balance on the rights and burden of the members of the family. the transition from depen-
dence to independence toward interdependence is examined in Part Il and IV.

Beyond the spousal relationship are those between parents and children, kin folks, and by
affinity. The dynamics of the family web in changing societies are analyzed in Part Il and VII.

Coupled with reduction in childbirth risks and infant mortality, people are living longer.
Nuclearization of the family, advanced by industrialization and requiring political and social
solutions is the topic discussed in Part V and VIL.

At the opposite extreme, and counter-paradigmatic of a healthy family, is a family in
conflict, and severed. The much hushed marital violence is now in the open. The rising trend
in divorce rates has moved from the West to the society of other cultures. Part VI and VIII
discuss the development of the troubling conditions, and how they are dealt with.

If the families of the world were functioning at their potentials, there wouldn't be any
hook to write about the subject. The society would be in total harmony. The aim of marriage
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and family study is to seek ways to help it work for its members. It is not realistic that every
family can be prosperous and healthy at all times. An ideal family protects its members against
stresses and adverse conditions. This is the point of departure where this volume begins (Part 1).



Marriage and Family in Global Perspective

Partl






