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Foreword

The study of international tax law traditionally focuses on direct taxation. In
recent years, however, the interest in the indirect taxation aspects of
international tax law has been on the rise. This clearly reflects the increasing
volume, at a global level, of the economic exchange between the geographical
markets and, as a result, the growing importance for multinational enterprises
(MNEs) of so-called ‘border levies’. In this regard, customs duties, which are
often viewed by MNEs as general logistical costs, play an increasingly impor-
tant role, and their effect cannot easily be overestimated.

Customs law provides a unique example of harmonization at both the
regional level of the European Union and the global level of GATT/WTO.
Notions as origin, classification and value have become key concepts for
MNE:s in their relations with tax authorities around the globe. This common
background of customs rules applicable at national levels enables MNEs to
develop adequate customs planning strategies that aim at reducing the overall
burden of custom duties and simplifying administrative formalities.

This manual describes in detail how international principles and rules have
been implemented in EU customs law and analyses the basic characteristics
of the EU Customs Code along with its procedural aspects. In addition, the
book provides a highly useful tool for a good understanding not only of the
nature of the relevant EU rules but also of the operational aspects of their
application.

Professor Dr. Kees van Raad
International Tax Center Leiden
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