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“The past is a bucket of ashes,” said the poet Carl Sandburg. Surely he was
wrong. The past is not cold, dead, and spent. It is alive in everything we are
and will be. We live in a universe filled with its traces. The stars in the night
sky shine with a light that began its journey millions of years ago. The fossil-
ized remnants of creatures that once walked the earth lie entombed in the soil
beneath our feet. Cooking hearths and food scraps, pyramids and pottery,
stone tools and bone awls, cave paintings and ivory sculptures—all date to the
ancient human past yet exist in the present. The past is not a bucket of ashes,
but rather, as writer L. P. Hartley put it, “the past is a foreign country.” In this
book, we will visit that country.

The Past in Perspective: An Introduction to Human Prehistory focuses on
the dim echoes of the human past, presenting an accessible chronicle of hu-
man physical and cultural evolution. The audience for this text is undergrad-
uates who have had no previous coursework in archaeology; for many, it will
be their only academic exposure to our prehistoric past. Rather than over-
whelm beginning students with an all-inclusive, detailed survey of the human
past, this text looks at the major themes of the human evolutionary story. It
begins with the evolution of our earliest hominid ancestors, traces the evolu-
tion of the modern human species, and follows the various pathways our
ancestors took in the development of food-producing societies and complex
civilizations. My goal throughout is to instill in readers an appreciation for the
long chronicle of humanity and the ongoing processes we use to construct
and assess that story.

Chapters 1-3 provide context and background for the discussion of human
prehistory. Chapter 1 places the study of the human past in the context of
science, specifically the science of anthropology, using genealogy as a meta-
phor for the study of human prehistory. Chapter 2 focuses on how a scientific
approach to the study of prehistory developed and the role biblical literalism
played. Chapter 3 is a brief overview of key methodologies employed by ar-
chaeologists and paleoanthropologists.

Following these introductory chapters, Chapters 4—15 present a chrono-
logical survey of the human past. Each chapter follows a consistent format
with these headings: Chapter Overview, Prelude, Chronicle, Issues and De-
bates, Case Study Close-Up, Visiting the Past, Summary, and To Learn
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More. My belief is that a consistent format provides a pedagogical advantage;
the trajectory of human physical and cultural evolution becomes far more
apparent and connected. What we know, what we don’t know, and what are
still topics of vigorous debate will be clear to the reader.

The cHAPTER OVERVIEW introduces the primary topic of the chapter in
several brief paragraphs.

The PRELUDE represents a conscious attempt on my part to provide a peda-
gogical “hook” for each chapter. Personal anecdotes or fascinating historical
incidents, for example, immediately engage students in the key issue or is-
sues of the chapter, whether it is upright locomotion, the origins of artistic
expression, or the power of ancient civilizations.

The CHRONICLE presents in narrative form a consensus view of that part
of the human past that is the chapter’s focus. It represents the heart of each
chapter, providing our current understanding of the time period covered,
the hominids discussed, and the cultural evolutionary developments re-
flected in the time period.

ISSUES AND DEBATES sections discuss the answers we have been able to
provide for key questions about human physical and cultural evolution as
well as the unresolved issues that remain and the ongoing debates. These
sections provide differing—and sometimes competing—perspectives. Stu-
dents are thus exposed to the sometimes messy process of science fraught
with disagreements, shifting paradigms, and only hard-won consensus.

¥  The cASE sTUDY CLOSE-UP is a detailed examination of one or more sites
’@ considered diagnostic or emblematic of the time period or primary issue of
the chapter.

VISITING THE PAST sections direct readers to key sites mentioned in the
nan chapter that are open to the public, suggest museums where the materials
from important sites discussed in the chapter are displayed, and point out

computer software “virtual visits” that provide detailed discussions, photo-
graphs, videos, and animations related to the chapter topic.

)

Each chapter SUMMARY provides a brief recapitulation of the key issues in
the chapter.

TO LEARN MORE is divided into three sections: (1) “Technical Summaries,”
where students can find primary sources including articles in professional
journals and books; (2) “Popular Summaries,” including secondary sources
like magazine articles and trade books; and (3) “On the Web,” providing
Internet sources related to the chapter topic.



In addition to a consistent chapter format, I've included a number of other
features that make this text a more useful learning tool.

* A timeline opens every chapter and helps place the key events and sites
mentioned in the body of the chapter within a global historical context.
The timeline in Chapter 1 shows at a glance the chronological focus of
each chapter in the text.

* To help students better orient themselves on the world stage, I've in-
cluded abundant maps throughout the book. In addition, for Chapters
4-15, I've provided at the beginning of each chapter a list of sites,
broken out by country, discussed therein.

* A list of Key Terms at the ends of chapters identifies important terms
that appear in boldfaced type within the chapters; definitions can be
found in the end-of-book glossary.

» The text’s visual appeal enhances its readability. Full-color photographs
are cross-referenced to pertinent text discussions. Detailed, colorful
charts and drawings, as well as abundant photographs, underscore signif-
icant points in the text. Captions for the artwork add information rather
than simply label the pictures.

* The Glossary, References, and a comprehensive Index make informa-
tion readily accessible.

While maintaining the innovative organizational format from the first edi-
tion, I have introduced major content changes in the new edition based on
the helpful comments of instructors who used The Past in Perspective. The text
still provides broad coverage of the archaeology of human evolution, but the
emphasis has shifted to post-Pleistocene societies, especially relating to the
rise of civilization.

Here is a chapter-by-chapter overview of the significant changes:

» Chapter 1 is now a more straightforward introduction to the field of
prehistory. Basic definitions of key terms and concepts—anthropology,
archaeology, paleoanthropology, and so on—that did not appear until
Chapter 3 in the first edition are now defined and discussed in the first
chapter.

e The discussion of modern creationism that appeared in Chapter 1 has
been moved to Chapter 2. This sets the scene for the historical develop-
ment of a science of the past. There is now less emphasis on the devel-
opment of evolutionary thought; greater emphasis is placed on how
natural scientists came to the conclusion that the earth was ancient and
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changing and that human beings had changed greatly both biologically
and culturally during that span of time.

In Chapter 3 the material on archaeological epistemology has been ex-
panded with more detailed discussions of dating methods and artifact
analysis.

Chapter 4 is a combination of Chapters 4 and 5 from the first edition.
The material on the Miocene has been condensed, while relevant back-
ground information on the evolution of the apes has been retained. Dis-
cussion of the australopithecines and Homo habilis has been updated.
Chapter 5, on Homo erectus, has been thoroughly updated. The chapter
includes a discussion of lumping and splitting (a single species—Hormo
erectus—versus multiple species—Homo ergaster, Homo erectus, Homo
antecessor).

An expanded discussion of the material from Sima de los Huesos is in-
cluded in Chapter 6. The Neandertal section has been significantly re-
written and updated. The degree of skepticism reflected in the first
edition concerning the capabilities of the Neandertals has been tempered
with the addition of new material that shows that they were effective
hunters (and not just scavengers) and that they produced some items of
personal adornment and, possibly, art. It should be more clear to stu-
dents that Neandertals were different, but this difference does not imply
that they were inferior to anatomically modern humans.

Chapter 7 now includes analysis of Neandertal DNA. New data in the
debate concerning the evolution of anatomically modern humans also
has been added.

Chapter 8 has an expanded explanation of the hunting and gathering
practices of the Upper Paleolithic. The hypothesis of a neurophysiologi-
cal explanation of ancient rock art is discussed.

The discussion in Chapter 9 of the earliest settlement of Australia has
been rewritten, with a more realistic—and skeptical—appraisal given
those sites that are claimed by some to be more than 50,000 years old.
The section on the earliest settlement of the New World has been en-
tirely rewritten and includes a possible coastal route. Recently discov-
ered, late-Pleistocene coastal sites in South America are discussed, and
the growing consensus concerning the antiquity of Monte Verde is pre-
sented. The Kennewick skeleton has been added to the “Issues and De-
bates” section.

A key issue concerning the Mesolithic is that of adaptational diversity,
which is emphasized and expanded on in Chapter 10.

In Chapter 11 new molecular data relating to the origins of agriculture
are introduced. New evidence of the antiquity of rice cultivation in
China, squash domestication in Mesoamerica, and the domestication
of cattle in Africa is presented.

Chapter 12 is a new chapter on the origins of complexity. A detailed
discussion of how and why social, economic, and political complexity



developed is included. Stonehenge, Mesopotamia, the Olmec, and
Chavin are used as examples, with in-depth discussions of each.

* The development of complex state societies in the Old World is included
in Chapter 13. Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus, China, and Minoan
Crete are discussed. The historical Khmer state is presented as a “Case
Study Close-Up.”

* Chapter 14 is a new chapter on the later development of non-state com-
plexity. Detailed discussions of the archaeology of the mound builders,
Hohokam, Mogollon, Ancestral Puebloan, and Great Zimbabwe are pro-
vided. An important theme in the chapter is that complexity does not
inevitably lead to state societies.

* New World state societies are discussed in Chapter 15, with updated and
expanded discussions of the Maya, Teotihuacédn, and Aztecs in addition
to the ancient states of South America, including the Moche, Tiwanaku,
Wari, and Inka.

The Instructor’s Manual includes a test bank of multiple-choice and short-
answer/essay questions, as well as chapter overviews, lists of key words, and
suggested sources for videos, CD-ROMS, and Internet sites.

A computerized test bank is available free of charge to qualifying adopt-
ers. It is a powerful, easy-to-use test generation system that provides all test
items on computer disk for IBM-compatible and Macintosh computers. You
can select, add, or edit questions, randomize them, and print tests appropriate
to your individual classes.

Textbooks, perhaps especially those about human biological and cultural evo-
lution, are themselves evolutionary journeys. My invaluable guides on this
voyage included colleagues who have made many useful suggestions concern-
ing my route—both formally as reviewers and informally through letters,
phone calls, and e-mails. Also assisting in this endeavor have been students,
many of whom were generous with criticism, complaints, encouragement,
and assistance. In particular, I wish to thank the reviewers of the first edition:
Douglas B. Bamforth, University of Colorado at Boulder; Peter Bleed, Univer-
sity of Nebraska, Lincoln; Christopher DeCorse, Syracuse University; Richard
Effland, Jr., Mesa Community College; Douglas R. Givens, Saint Louis Com-
munity College; Nicholas Honerkamp, University of Tennessee at Chatta-
nooga; and Paul D. Welch, Queens College, CUNY. I also owe a debt of
gratitude to the reviewers of the second edition: Douglas B. Bamforth,
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University of Colorado at Boulder; Barry D. Kass, Orange County Commu-
nity College-SUNY; Carole A. S. Mandryk, Harvard University; Randy Mc-
Guire, Binghamton University-SUNY; John Pryor, California State University,
Fresno; Michael Stewart, Temple University; William A. Turnbaugh, Univer-
sity of Rhode Island; and Paul D. Welch, Queens College. I also want to thank
the many colleagues who provided photographs or line art for this book; they
are credited individually in the figure captions. Special thanks to Julie Kasper
of the American Museum of Natural History for her help in tracking down
the museum’s images used here.

It has been my privilege to work with a wonderful group of people at
Mayfield. First, I must thank sponsoring editor Jan Beatty. Jan suggested that
I might just possibly want to write a prehistory text—I couldn’t be happier
that it all worked out. Many thanks to Robin Mouat for the wonderful art-
work, Brian Pecko for invaluable help with the photo permissions, and Joan
Pendleton for a terrific job of copyediting. I have worked several times with
production editor Lynn Rabin Bauer, and I cannot imagine there being a
sharper, smarter, more dedicated editor.

In the way of personal thanks, I am grateful for having a colleague like
Michael Alan Park. My sense of excitement about the world around me was
kindled by my parents, and I thank them both. A special thanks to my globe-
trotting father for the wonderful photographs. Of course, no acknowledgment
is complete without crediting one’s immediate family. Thanks to my kids, Josh
and Jacob, whose mere existence reminds me of my own very small place in
evolution’s drama. And expansive thanks to my wife, Melissa, the sweetest
person on the planet. I can’t lift heavy objects or fix cars, but I can write
books. I think she’s impressed. Finally, I must acknowledge my two partners
in crime, kitties Randolph and Harpo, without whose insistent pestering I
might never get up from the computer for dinner.
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