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INTRODUCTION

HORTLY AFTER Hiroshima, journalists visited Ein-

stein and asked for his opinion. He said that the
atom bomb means that we need a world government.
Pressed for further details, he urged them to read a book
just out of press: “The Anatomy of Peace “. He said that
Mr Reves does answer their questions better than he
could.

With this endorsement, the book became an instan-
taneous best seller. Translated, discussed, hated by some
and loved by others, it had a profound influence on the
veterans of the second world war.

Today, the Americans and the Russians have both
won the cold war: they have surmounted their mutual
fears. But the dangers from atomic, chemical and bio-
logical weapons remain serious .

Like in 1918 and in 1945, the planet is ready for a new
kind of social contract, a renewed effort to reduce vio-
lence and domesticate technology.

Men like Tsiolkowsky, the father of the space age,
H.G. Wells who foresaw the atom bomb, Einstein, Yuka-
wa and Sakharov have pleaded for a central world au-
thority. The U.N. charter starts with the words: ” We the
People of the United Nations...” but its second article af-
firms the principle of equal sovereignty of the member
nations.



We need a World Federal Authority, based on a prin-
ciple of subsidiarity, with a system of weighted voting.

Sovereignty is the central question, the main topic of
this book.

Today, “The Anatomy of Peace* is as actual as fifty
years ago.

I hope that this renewed effort of diffusion will reach
some of our teachers and some of our political leaders.

Robert Betchov

Physicist and veteran of the arms race
53 Avenue du Lignon, 1219

Geneva, Switzerland



THIS BOOK

IS DEDICATED TO THE
Memory oF My MoreER

who was atrociously and senselessly
assassinated, like countless other in-
nocent victims of the war whose
martyrdom can have meaning only
if we who survive learn
how to prevent the tragedy

of future wars.
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CHAPTER I

A COPERNICAN WORLD

OTHING can distort the true picture of condi-

tions and events in this world more than to
regard one’s own country as the center of the universe,
and to view all things solely in their relationship to
this fixed point. It is inevitable that such a method of
observation should create an entirely false perspective.
Yet this is the only method admitted and used by the
seventy or eighty national governments of our world,
by our legislators and diplomats, by our press and
radio. All the conclusions, principles and policies of
the peoples are necessarily drawn from the warped
picture of the world obtained by so primitive a method
of observation.

Within such a contorted system of assumed fixed
points, it is easy to demonstrate that the view taken
from each point corresponds to reality. If we admit
and apply this method, the viewpoint of every single
nation appears indisputably correct and wholly justi-
fied. But we arrive at a hopelessly confused and
grotesque over-all picture of the world.

Let us see how international events between the
two world wars look from some of the major national
vantage points.
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The United States of America, faithful to the Mon-
roe Doctrine and to its traditions of aloofness from
Europe, did not want to enter the first World War.
But the Germans were sinking American ships, violat-
ing American rights and threatening American inter-
ests. So in 1917, the United States was forced to go
to war in defense of American rights. They went into
battle determined to fight the war to end all war, and
to “make the world safe for democracy.” They fought
bravely and spent lavishly. Their intervention decided
the outcome of the struggle in favor of the Allies.
But as soon as the shooting was over, the major Allied
powers—Britain, France, Italy and Japan—betrayed
the common cause. They were unwilling to base the
peace on Wilson's ideals. They signed secret treaties
between themselves. They did not want a just peace.
They wanted to annex territories, islands, bases; they
wanted to impose high reparation payments on the
defeated countries and other measures of vengeance.
America, disgusted by the quarrels and selfishness of
the other nations and disillusioned by the old game
of power politics, retired from the European hornet’s
nest, after having been abused, outsmarted and
double-crossed by her former associates. America
wanted only to be allowed to mind her own business,
to build up the wealth and happiness of her own
citizens. The foreign nations—who would have been
crushed without American intervention and who
were saved by America—even defaulted on their war
debts and refused to repay the loans America had made
to them in their hour of danger. So even financial and
economic relations with the European powers had to
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be reduced to a minimum and American capital had
to be protected by prohibiting loans to defaultin

foreigners. American policy was fully justified by the
ensuing events. Clouds were again gathering in
Europe. Military dictatorships were arising in many
countries, a race of armaments had started, violence
broke out and the whole continent was on the verge
of another great war—more of the old European quar-
rels and power politics. Naturally, it was of primary
interest to the United States to keep out of these
senseless internecine old-world fights. The supreme
duty of the American government to its people was
to maintain strict neutrality toward the warring na-
tions across the ocean. Thanks to the weakness of
the appeasement policy and the blindness of Britain,
France and Soviet Russia, the totalitarian powers suc-
ceeded in conquering the entire European continent.
German troops occupied the whole Atlantic seacoast
from Norway to Equatorial Africa. Simultaneously,
the Japanese succeeded in conquering the entire
Chinese coastline, menacing the American-controlled
Philippine Islands. Incredible and unbelievable as
it was, no one could fail to see that the European and
Asiatic military powers, known as the Axis, were
planning the conquest of North and South America.
In sheer self-defense, America was obliged to trans-
form herself into the arsenal of democracy, produc-
ing weapons for the British and Russians to fight the
Germans. Then, on a day which will “live in infamy”
the Japanese Empire launched an unprovoked aggres-
sion against peace-loving America and, together with
Germany and Italy, declared war upon her. Once
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forced into the war, the nation arose as one man. In
a short time, it became obvious that once again the
United States was saving the civilized Western world.
Events have demonstrated that disarmament and dis-
interestedness cannot protect America from foreign
aggression. Therefore, peace in the world can be pre-
served only if the United States maintains a large
army, the biggest navy and the biggest air force in the
world, and secures bases at all strategic points com-
manding the approaches to the Western Hemisphere.

How do these same twenty years look from the fixed
point of the British Isles?

In 1914, Britain went to the defense of Belgium,
France and Russia. It was impossible for her to stand
by while militarist Germany was marching to occupy
and control the Channel coast. Britain could not per-
mit Germany to obtain European hegemony and to
become the dominating industrial and military power
on the Continent, menacing the lifelines of the British
Empire and threatening to reduce the British Isles
to starvation and poverty. When, at the cost of tre-
mendous efforts and the lives of more than one million
of her sons, Britain, together with her allies, won
victory, she naturally wanted to see German military
might eliminated once and for all from the path of
the British Empire. It was only just that the German
fleet be destroyed, that German colonies be annexed
and that Germany be made to pay reparations. Un-
fortunately, the isolationists in America stabbed Wil-
son in the back and the United States deserted her
allies. England remained alone to face the European
problem. Without the United States and without the
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Dominions, she could not give the guarantees France
demanded and had to be careful lest after victory over
Germany, France should take the place of the de-
feated Reich and become an overwhelmingly domi-
nating military power on the Continent. As the French
went berserk, refusing to disarm and occupying the
Ruhr, England had to become the moderator in
Europe and to continue the traditional balance-of-
power policy that had been successful for so many
centuries. Bolshevik Russia, after the failure of mili-
tary intervention supported by the Allies, succeeded
in stabilizing a Communist regime, and through the
Third Internationale and the various Communist
parties in Europe, threatened the entire Continent
with revolution. Germany, suffering under the conse-
quences of defeat and French intransigence, with six
million unemployed, was particularly susceptible to
revolutionary turmoil. It was of paramount importance
for European peace that German economy be re-
stored and stabilized. Mussolini had succeeded in
reestablishing order in Italy and the growing strength
of the National Socialist movement in Germany
seemed to stem the tide of Bolshevism. But Great
Britain’s economic problems were becoming aggra-
vated. The Americans erected high tariff walls and
refused to import British goods, thus making it impos-
sible for Great Britain to repay her war debts. She
was forced to give up her traditional free trade policy
and to enter into a preference system with the Do-
minions. Italian and German intentions by this time
began to alarm France and the smaller countries of

Europe. Two camps began to crystallize, one trying
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to preserve the status quo of the Treaty of Versailles,
the other seeking revisions favorable to them. Then
as now peace was England’s paramount interest and
her natural role was to be the mediator between the
two factions, to attempt as many revisions as possible
by peaceful means so as to check the dynamism of
the dictatorships, and to prevent an outbreak of
hostilities at any cost. When Italy embarked upon
her unfortunate military operation in Ethiopia, Eng-
land championed the principles of the League. Sanc-
tions were voted and imposed upon the aggressor by
more than fifty nations under British leadership. It
was a most alarming factor that France, frightened
by growing German power and in the hope of obtain-
ing Italian assistance against Germany in Europe,
gave Italy a free hand in Ethiopia. So the League
was sabotaged by France. Italy could not be stopped
except by intervention of the British fleet, which
would have meant risking a major war and had to be
avoided. Shortly after the Italian conquest of Ethiopia,
Germany reoccupied the Rhineland. France, in her
first reaction, wanted to march, but England pre-
vented a military clash between the two major con-
tinental powers. For the pacification of Europe, an
agreement was made with Germany granting her a
new fleet, thirty-five per cent of the British tonnage.
Thereafter, Germany and Italy formed a military
alliance and provoked a civil war in Spain to try out
new weapons and new methods of warfare, and to
establish a regime friendly to them. This incident
created a highly charged atmosphere all over Europe.
Russians were actually fighting German and Italian
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forces on Spanish soil. Only by pursuing the strictest
policy of nonintervention and exercising the utmost
patience was England able to prevent France from
intervening and spreading the fight all over the Con-
tinent. In the face of these threatening events, Eng-
land succeeded in strengthening her ties with France.
Unhappily, still further sacrifices had to be made to
prevent a war, which England could not risk, as she
was almost completely unprepared. Other adjust-
ments of the territorial status of Europe had to be
considered. At Munich, British diplomacy was taxed
to the utmost to obtain the transfer of German-
inhabited Czechoslovak territories to the Reich with-
out a violent conflict. Once again England had saved
the peace. But after Munich, it was apparent that
Germany had made up her mind to conquer Europe.
England had to begin rearming and to look around
for allies. Belgium and Holland, jealous of their
neutrality, did not admit military discussions, but the
alliance with France was strengthened, alliances with
Poland and Rumania were signed and every effort was
made to reach an understanding with the Soviet
Union. The Poles, however, stubbornly refused to
permit Russian troops passage across Polish territory
in case of war and in the middle of negotiations in
Moscow, a diplomatic bomb exploded. Russia, betray-
ing her Western democratic friends, had signed a
nonaggression pact with Nazi Germany. That gave
Germany the green light to attack Poland. All this
happened within a few days and England, honoring
her pledged word, declared war upon Germany. It
was impossible for Britain to bring military help to
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the Poles in time and Poland was defeated in a few
weeks. British troops, however, were sent to France,
the best-equipped army ever to cross the Channel.
They, along with French soldiers, took their posts
at the Belgian and German frontiers and waited for
the German attack, believing the defense system they
and their allies held to be impregnable. But Hitler,
instead of opening an offensive against the Allies,
attacked the peaceful and undefended neutral coun-
tries of Denmark and Norway. Britain immediately
sent an expeditionary force to Narvik, which fought
gallantly but which had to withdraw before over-
whelming enemy forces supported by land-based
planes. Shortly thereafter, the Germans made a frontal
attack against the west, occupying neutral Holland
and Belgium in a few days. They turned the Maginot
Line and cracked the French defenses. The King of
Belgium surrendered. Only some of the British troops
could be evacuated from Dunkirk and other ports of
France. All the equipment of the British Expedi-
tionary Force was lost. France, inadequately equipped
and undermined by Nazi propaganda, betrayed her
British ally by refusing to continue the fight on the
side of the British Commonwealth in the Mediter-
ranean and in Africa, and capitulated to Germany.
The whole Continent was in German hands and
England stood alone. The situation seemed hopeless.
England was without defenses. The Luftwaffe began
to bomb London and British industrial centers. Italy
began to move against Egypt and Suez. Both the
mother country and the lifeline of the empire in the
Middle East were in mortal danger. Britain could have
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saved her empire had she accepted German hegemony
in Europe, but she preferred to fight all alone, even
if she had to fight on her beaches, on her hills and
in her villages. Along with the sacrifice of tens of
thousands of civilians, she won the Battle of Britain,
fought off the Luftwaffe with a few fighter planes,
fought the German submarines singlehanded, mobil-
ized her entire population and dispatched everything
she could to the Near East to stem Mussolini’s advanc-
ing armies. For more than a year, Britain alone de-
fended the cause of democracy. Neither the Soviet
Union nor the United States was prepared to enter
the war on her side. Only when Germany actually at-
tacked Russia and Japan bombed Pear] Harbor and
invaded the Philippines did Russia and the United
States join forces with the British Commonwealth to
achieve final victory.

From the point of view of France, the picture
looked like this:

In 1914, France suffered the second German in-
vasion within half a century. The entire north and
east of France were devastated and only by tremen-
dous bloodshed and the sacrifice of a million and a
half of her sons could France defend her soil. With
the help of the Allies, Germany was finally defeated.
The supreme thought in the mind of every French-
man was to be secure against another German aggres-
sion. France felt strongly that as the bastion of
Western democracy she was entitled to security, to
prevent her soil becoming the permanent battleheld of
Teutonic aggression. To obviate the constant threat
of Germans on the west bank of the Rhine, France de-
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manded the Rhine as the new Franco-German border.
Further, she demanded that Germany be demilitarized
and forced to make reparation for the damage caused
to France. At the peace conferences, however, she was
abandoned by the United States and even to some
extent by England and was obliged to accept a com-
promise. After having yielded to Anglo-American
pressure she asked the United States and Britain to
guarantee her eastern frontiers against German re-
venge. They refused. With a population much smaller
than Germany, with a stationary birth rate in the face
of Germany’s increasing population, France had to
rely on her own armed strength and on what alliances
she could make with the newly created, smaller states
east and south of Germany. When the Reich began
to sabotage reparation payments, France, standing on
her rights, occupied the Ruhr, but was not supported
by her allies. After America had withdrawn from
Europe into isolation, France did her utmost to sup-
port the League of Nations and, with her smaller allies,
suggested a mutual assistance pact within the League
—the Geneva Protocol. Britain refused to commit her-
self. France found a substitute in the Locarno agree-
ments which at least guaranteed security in the West.
From the threat of reborn German militarism in the
form of Nazism, she vainly sought protection from
England and finally turned to Italy whose interest
regarding the prevention of the Austrian Anschluss
was identical with that of France. But Italy abused
France’s gesture and attacked Ethiopia, in violation of
her obligations to the League. France was in a des-
perate position between the League and Mussolini,



