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Preface

We are honored to present the third edition of Surgical Intensive Care Medicine and we are
very grateful for the enthusiastic reception with which the academic community received the
first two editions. Most considered them to be important contributions to the critical care litera-
ture. Although the basic organization of our new book remains unchanged, being composed of
63 carefully selected chapters divided into 11 parts, the chapters have been largely rewritten to
include the many important advances that have been made and the controversies that have
arisen over the past few years. While the chapters discuss definitions, pathophysiology, clinical
course, complications, and prognosis, the primary emphasis is devoted to patient management.
We have been extremely fortunate to attract a truly exceptional group of contributors, many of
whom are nationally and internationally recognized researchers, speakers, and practitioners in
the field of critical care medicine. An important feature of this edition is the geographical
diversity of authors. Most are based in the USA but colleagues from Australia, Belgium,
Brazil, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Sweden, and the UK have also made notable contributions. The book is written for medical
students, residents, fellows, practitioners, and for all health care professionals involved in the
care of the critically ill surgical patient. We are fortunate to have Springer as our publisher and
we are especially thankful to our chapter authors and their families. We anticipate that our
book will be both educational and enjoyable and it is our hope that both our readers and their
patients will benefit.

John M. O’Donnell, MD Flavio E. Nacul, MD, PhD
Burlington, MA, USA Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil
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