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Preface to the fourth edition

I am very pleased to have been asked to write a new edition of Criminology. This is
especially the case as I am now able to feel a greater degree of empathy with some of the
people whose behaviour is considered in the book. Some time ago, I entered a branch
of a well-known British supermarket chain on a dark rainy evening. I happened to
be wearing a jacket with a hood and, given the weather conditions, the hood was up.
I was hardly through the shop entrance before a security guard swooped and told
me to take it down. Although I pointed out to a representative of the ‘management’
that even my greatest detractors would be unlikely to mistake me for a hoodie, he
seemed unimpressed. If I were forty years younger, I doubt if I would have received the
respectful treatment that was accorded to me. Moreover, although I was able to rebuff
this attempt at labelling, it is possible that some innocent teenagers would not be. (The
supermarket chain subsequently refused to answer my query about its policy towards
female customers who cover their heads for religious reasons.)

This edition has been updated and, in certain areas, expanded. A new section on
research methodology has been added. When the publishers told me that readers like
the book’s compact nature, I decided that something had to go. In the event, the axe
has fallen on the old chapter 1, which dealt with the history of the police, as this seemed
to be less integrated within the overall structure of the book. Hopefully, this will not
annoy too many people. There are several books that deal with this material, the best
of which is Robert Reiner’s excellent The Politics of the Police.

Finally, I cannot think of anyone I need to thank for helping me with this new
edition.

Stephen jones
Rotterdam, October 2008



Preface to the third edition

As I write, it is increasingly apparent that a general election is imminent in the UK.
The strongest possible indicator of this is present—politicians are vying to assure the
public that they will take the toughest stance on crime. There is a widespread assump-
tion that the only way to prevent future offending is by imposing more severe punish-
ments. Predictably, few politicians have raised the issue of why people commit crimes
in the first place.

Despite this depressing background, it is encouraging that students are choosing
to study criminology and related courses in increasing numbers. I hope that the new
edition of this book can continue to help meet the growing need for a basic text in the
subject. There have been no changes to the structure of the book, but new material
has been added throughout and some areas expanded. My belief that it is important
for students to have a grounding in the traditional criminological theories has been
strengthened by the renewed interest in several of the older writers, such as Robert K
Merton.

In the preface to the second edition, I pointed out that government publications and
many journals are available on-line in university and college libraries. Four years later,
this is now even more likely to be the case, and I hope this will provide some compen-
sation for the increased length of the bibliography.

Finally, I am very grateful to Oxford University Press for being prepared to add this
work to their already impressive list of criminology publications.

Stephen Jones
La Rochelle, February 2005



Preface to the second edition

I am very pleased that the response to the first edition of Criminology has led to the
publishers asking me to produce a new version some three years later. On the basis
that I must have done something right last time, I have not changed the structure of
the book, but have confined myself to updating the material and expanding one or two
areas. Although the number of references has increased to the extent that the bibliog-
raphy now forms a sizeable part of the book, many journals (as well as Home Office
and other government publications) are increasingly available on-line in university
and college libraries. I have also made some minor alterations: for example, readers
will be relieved to discover that they are no longer required to contemplate the per-
plexing notion of ‘pubic transport’.

Having looked again at the preface to the first edition, I find that I still agree with
the views I expressed at that time, and there is no need to repeat them here. I should
like to add the names of Sue Pettit, the University’s Law Librarian, Vanessa Mortiaux
and my colleagues Janine Griffiths-Baker and Sam Lewis to the list of people who have
assisted in the preparation of this book.

Stephen Jones
Helsinki, May 2001



Preface to the first edition

I must confess to having experienced a certain amount of discomfort in writing this
book. Perhaps this came from my split personality. The half of me that is a law teacher
has no problem in producing a textbook. The half of me that is a criminology teacher
knows that real criminologists do not write textbooks and are reluctant to recommend
their use to students. Textbooks, after all, are never detailed enough or cover all the
arguments. It is far better to have a well-stocked library which, together with a care-
fully operated short-loan system, should be capable of meeting the students’ needs.

The problem with this is that my experience of teaching criminology to undergradu-
ates has taught me that they like the idea of having some sort of a textbook. It seems
to provide a sense of security. With the increase in course assessment nowadays, I
suspect that we tutors are making ever greater demands on our students. We would
be delighted if they found the time to read all the references from the original sources
that we set, but there are still only twenty-four hours in a day. Perhaps the references
can be read in the vacation when there is more time but, for now, the students need to
know where they are going. Hence this book.

The word criminology, in an academic context, is used in two different ways. The
narrower usage is confined to the theoretical aspects, such as what determines the con-
tent of the criminal law and why some people act in such a way as to break the rules.
The wider usage covers these considerations and also includes studies of sentencing
and penology. This book is based on the narrower usage. This reflects developments at
my own university (and, I suspect, at others) where modularisation has created a trend
towards shorter courses.

The book is divided into three main parts. The first considers issues relating to the
definition, measurement, portrayal and control of the phenomenon we call crime. The
second looks at various explanations of crime which are predominantly based on soci-
etal influences. The third looks at some explanations of crime which mainly involve
either biological or psychological influences, or both. The fact that much of the socio-
logical analysis comes from America does not indicate some anti-British bias; it is
simply a reflection of where a substantial amount of the research has been conducted,
especially in the first half of the century. This occurred because not only were (and are)
there extensive differences among individuals in America on account of widespread
immigration, but because American culture has come to reflect the country’s pioneer-
ing spirit and to exalt in its individuality. Hopefully, readers will be able to judge for
themselves whether the cultural differences between the two countries (which some
may feel are diminishing by the day) render the American literature less relevant. The
biological and psychological material in the final part of the book is more likely to
include British work: the medical sciences have never completely relinquished a hold
on the study of crime in this country.



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION  ix

The inclusion of this last part may cause surprise to some people. Psychological
explanations of crime have become distinctly unfashionable among criminologists,
particularly as they embody what is perhaps the criminologist’s most reviled notion:
determinism. As will become apparent throughout this book, one of the commonest
objections raised during the past thirty years to ‘traditional’ explanations of crime
is that they deny individual actors ‘freedom of choice’. However, this is a sweeping
assertion, which should be treated with a certain amount of caution. Moreover, some
sociologists appear to have an aversion to matters psychological and refuse even to
contemplate the possibility that such issues could be relevant to antisocial behaviour.
I have tried throughout to be open-minded. I do not provide ‘the answers’ at the end,
but I hope I have asked the right questions.

Nor do I apologise for the fact that the approach (although, hopefully, not the con-
tents) adopted in this book is basically a traditional one, using the conventional cat-
egories within the discipline and with a liberal sprinkling of references to ‘the causes’
of crime. My teaching experience suggests that such an approach is still fundamen-
tally valid, and is more readily understood by undergraduate students. It also provides
a good base for those who wish to progress further into the subject. In any case, as the
difficulties with the traditional approach are raised in the text, students will become
aware of them.

Some people may think the title Criminology to be somewhat grand for such a mod-
est work. Indeed, a well-known criminologist colleague of mine was surprised by the
brevity of the title and suggested that, in the best tradition of social scientific publica-
tions, I should follow the word ‘Criminology’ with a colon and then a suitably snappy
subtitle. Unfortunately, I have been unable to think of one, so Criminology it remains.
(In fact, the title became a ‘working description’ used in dealings with Butterworths,
and then somehow found its way into their promotional literature!).

It is customary at this point to thank people who have provided assistance in the
creation of this book, while at the same time assuming total responsibility for any
blunders that it may contain. Thanks are due to Naomi Bull, Claire Hall, Katherine
Rose Hall, Pat Hammond, Filomena Jones and Richard Jones. Yet, above all I owe a
debt of gratitude to my students, who have sustained me over many years. They have
been a source of inspiration, frustration and even humour (especially the one who
wrote in an examination about ‘rods and mockers’). If cach of them were to buy a copy
of this book, it would probably top the best-sellers list.

Stephen Jones
Tel Aviv, November 1997
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Introduction—Criminology: its
origins and research methods

The origins of criminology

Writings about crime can be found from the earliest times. Sometimes they were in the
form of novels and on other occasions they were accounts, such as the consequences
of deprivation in slums and the evils of drink. Yet, such writers did not think of them-
selves as criminologists. They wrote from a variety of perspectives: religion, medicine
and, in particular, a growing concern about the governance of the country that arose
from increasing urbanisation. The term ‘criminology’ emerged at the end of the nine-
teenth century because a group of theorists laid claim to systematic knowledge as to
the nature of criminal behaviour, its causes and solutions. Prior to this, commentaries
on crime largely arose out of other enterprises. How was it that criminology came to
develop as a specialist science of the criminal?

At the beginning of the nineteenth century the administration of criminal just-
ice in most European countries had been influenced by the views of several writers
whose approach, although differing in certain respects, has come to be referred to as
‘classicism’. The main exponent is generally agreed to be Cesare Beccaria, who set out
his ideas in the book On Crimes and Punishments (1764). These were later taken up in
England by the philosopher Jeremy Bentham. The basic view as to the organisation
of society adopted by the classicists was influenced by the social contract theories of
Hobbes and Rousseau. Individuals agree to join together to form a society, and there
is a consensus within the society for the private ownership of property and the protec-
tion of its members from harm. People enter freely into a ‘social contract’ with the state
to maintain this consensus. Part of this ‘contract’ gives the state the power to punish
criminals. Punishment should not be arbitrary or excessive, but proportionate to the
harm caused. Individuals are rational beings and are therefore considered responsible
for their own actions.

The classical approach to criminal justice was described by the American crimin-
ologist George Vold (1958) as: ‘An exact scale of punishments for equal acts without
reference to the nature of the individual involved and with no attention to the question
of special circumstances under which the act came about’.

In practice, this approach was modified—mitigating factors were allowed in the
determination of punishment—but during the nineteenth century classicism had to
confront the challenge of a new set of writers, who came to be known as positivists.
The term was first used by Auguste Comte. Positivism developed as a result of growing



