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Sara Chou B2

Design is an abstract process. In the many years | have been reporting on épatial design, |
had the opportunity to gain close-up experience of over 400 design cases throughout Taiwan.
Each time, the creative process behind a beautiful end product, from concept to realisation,
became apparent through in-depth communication with the designer; and each time, | felt
deeply touched. Therefore, it is my honour to be able to present the cream of Taiwanese
designers and their sophisticated work to the public through this publication.

In contrast to other Asian areas, the island of Taiwan, surrounded by the sea, occupies a
unique geographical and historical position. Its ties with China are complex and paradoxical,
and the influences of this cultural inheritance run deep, yet Taiwan has managed to
independently develop a more westernised style. If we go farther back in history, we will also
find how hundreds of years of Portuguese, Dutch and Japanese colonisation have left a rich
interwoven mark on Taiwanese aesthetics.

In terms of natural environment, Taiwan is situated on a young tectonic plate, creating
drastically different topographies in the north, centre, south, east and west of the island.
What's more, the Tropic of Cancer runs right across the island, dividing its climate into
tropical in the south and subtropical in the north. Given the variety of environmental
conditions, areas such as the densely populated metropolis of Taipei and more rural areas
have developed very different demands for living environments.
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2/3 of the cases in this book are found in Taipei, as the majority of elite designers choose to
settle here after returning from their training abroad, and use their knowledge of Western
Modernism to transform Taipei into an international metropolis. Creatives such as C+T
Design Studio, JAHAA Inc., and Marais Design have all been influential on the unique and
sophisticated lifestyle of Taipei.

Departing from Taipei towards the south, the urban density decreases, and living space
extends from one level to the entire building, blurring the lines between interior design and
architecture. Designers, such as Wide View Space Design and Chen Tien Chu Architecture,
also show a stronger emphasis on the environment than their predecessors, directing more
attention to the relationship between man and nature, with a strong empathy for the earth.

Farther south, across the Tropic of Cancer, lies the ancient cultural city of Tainan. Here, the
need to cope with the hot climate and the tightly knit family structures are echoed in the
designs of Tainan born, self-trained designer Mao Shen-Chiang, who uses fair-faced concrete
for its stability and to evoke the core value of family legacy in his work.

The title of this book, “White Asia- New Taiwan Residences”, aims to emphasise how “design”,
originating from Western cultures, has come to influence this land, changing its aesthetics
and living environment. The subject of "design” evokes white faces, suits and elites, which

is precisely the training that the designers included in this volume have received. Upon
returning to their land, they begin a journey of self-examination and reflection. Taiwan might
only be a smallisland, but the complex multitude of its environment has created a rich variety
of living spaces. Regardless of styles or appearances, one thing is certain, that is the passion,
energy and humility with which these designers explore the ever changing core value of the
living space. The undoubted constant is: design remains oriented toward the inhabitant, from
departure to end point. For a better life, for a better tomorrow!
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Designer: C+T Design Studio/Arthur Ho +

Kenny Wei
Location: Taipei

Major Materials: Stone, Wood Veneers, Steel
H O U S E I N T H E Components, Pandomo Flooring, Padauk
Wood Flooring, Ceramic-Coated Glass
Area: 495m’
M 0 U N T AI N Photographer: K. M. Lec
it tIsEE/RE + BER
— ——

SEME: adc

FEMRL: B, RE. S, BZE. FHREAMR.
bz 3178

m#R: 495m°

BRE: FER




The project is located at Yangming Mountain, and it's a residential house for a

British family living in Taiwan. In the process of thinking how to combine the
original British living style with the Oriental aesthetics taste, Designer Arthur
Ho decides to use “colors™ to paint the spatial expressions. The British style
gray, white, and dark wood color ranges are chosen to match with the Oriental
red color, hence to create a mix-matched exotic atmosphere, and to catch the

living sentiment and aura

The particular “color red” is chosen from a series of red color samples ranging
from light to dark. After comparing it with other building materials, the color

is applied on the ceramic-coated glasses, and is used at the stairway linking
all storeys from B1 Floor to 4th Floor. The color brings out the vividness of

the overall quiet natural base tone, and also responds to the greenness of the
surrounding nature.

A daily circulation and a guest circulation are separated at the B1F and 1st Floor
entrance area. The swimming pool at the B1F leisure area is lit with skylight
natural lighting and presented with a wood partition. The 3.6-meter floor to floor
height 1st floor is mainly used for guest entertainment and as a living room. A
dropped coffered ceiling is designed at the entrance area to stabilize the overall
spacious layout. Left to the entrance is the open kitchen and the dinning room,
and the living room is to the right of the entrance. The cassia wood bookshelf at
the back elevation of the living room hides the whole original wall leaving the
floor to floor window of the room to become the visual center spirit of the space,
showing the great outdoor scenery of Yangming Mountain.

There are the child bedroom and the guest bedroom at the 2nd floor, and the
3rd floor is the master bedroom. Large view windows are set at the bedrooms
and the washrooms, The desk of the study is a Ming Dynasty style table and
the table top is colored red to signify the red color concept. The 4th floor is the
family room space. The window shutters of the terrace and interior rooms are
changed into Oriental bamboo green color series to echo with the Eastern and
Western merging theme of the design.
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Details of the living room and kitchen.




Details of the bookshelf.
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