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FOREWORD

t is a great personal pleasure for me to write the Foreword to Embolization Therapy, the
first book of its type dedicated to an important area of endovascular therapy and vascular
intervention.

Although the field of embolotherapy has been continually growing since its early descriptions in
the late 1960s and 1970s, it has truly exploded in importance and diversity in the past decade. In the
early years of interventional therapy, vascular radiologists began to explore the use of the catheter as
a therapeutic instrument not only to make diagnoses but also to deliver methods of therapy. These
initially included drug therapy and then ultimately material to actually occlude blood vessels.

As with the entire field of interventional radiology, embolization therapy has had dramatic
growth in the past 10 to 15 years, as the value of devascularization has grown. Additionally,
technology available for embolization therapy has dramatically increased. The endovascular thera-
pist today has the option of occluding vessels of every size from the microcirculation using liquid
and/or microparticles to large vessels using dedicated vessel occluders, and any option of occluding
blood flow is available.

The field of embolization therapy has also become associated with higher levels of scientific
study to prove efficacy. Clever and innovative ideas have been substantiated in value by clinical
studies providing high-quality data to support change in practice and convince colleagues from
other disciplines of the value of embolization. The role in treating diseases as remote as hemorrhage
and active bleeding to benign diseases such as uterine fibroids and angiomyolipomas as well as more
complex diseases such as cancer and arteriovenous malformations has become undeniable.

As the world has become a smaller place, and the medical and interventional community
has been able to communicate in ways never before possible, Embolization Therapy represents the
greatest accumulation of authors from throughout the world to bring their experience in treat-
ing various diseases and using a great variety of embolic materials. The text is organized in a very
practical way, by anatomic area as well as clinical activity, all of which represent increasing clinical
importance in daily practice.

I'm certain this will be an extremely valuable text and reference for anyone practicing
embolization therapy and is an important addition to the body of interventional literature.

My hardy congratulations to the three editors who brought together the most distinguished
interventionalists in the world from multiple disciplines to contribute to this text.

Barry T. Katzen, MD
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