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FOREWORD

This book is a comprehensive treatise on the intellectual property
law of Japan written for foreign inventors, authors and business-
men who want to seek protection of their intellectual property
in Japan or to exploit the Japanese market as well as for lawyers
and patent agents representing such clients. The author believes
that this book is also useful to students of intellectual property
law or Japanese law.

It consists of eight chapters. Chapters 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 deal
respectively with five basic statutes in the area of industrial
property such as the Patent, Utility Model, Design, Trademark
and Unfair Competition Prevention Laws. Chapter 6 discusses not
only the Unfair Competition Prevention Law but also various
other statutes designed to prevent unfair competition. Chapter 3
deals with the protection of trade secrets including unpatented
know-how. Chapter 7 deals with the Copyright Law, which is
one of the most modern statutes in the world. Chapter 8 discusses
the regulation of restrictive business practices that involve
intellectual property under the Antimonopoly Law.

There are numerous books in the Japanese language in the
area of intellectual property law but they deal with either in-
dustrial property law or some of its subdivisions or copyright law
and do not cover the entire area. In addition, these books do
not usually handle the aspects of restrictive business practices.
In many instances, cases are not adequately cited.

Court decisions are regularly reported by official reporting
services and by private publishers, but these valuable materials
are not readily accessible to foreign readers for the lack of docu-
mentation or language barrier. English translations of partinent
statutes and regulations are available but occasional consultation
with the corresponding original Japanese texts is necessary in order
to avoid ambiguity or misunderstanding.

In an effort to alleviate these deficiencies, the author cites im-
portant court decisions and statutory provisions with carefully
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prepared explanations. Japan adheres to the civil law tradition
and its courts are not bound by precedents, but these cases
not only show how statutes are interpreted by the courts but
also the kinds of problems that arise in the highly industrialized
Japanese society and the way they are handled or left unresolved.
For law teachers, many of these cases present interesting topics
for classroom discussion.

The author thinks that the growing body of cases and the
rapidly developing law and international relationships will require
the author to update this book within a few years.

The ground work for this book has been done during the past
fifteen years through the publication of a number of articles both
in Japanese and English. A great many opportunities given to the
author to lecture on the intellectual property law before profes-
sional groups and students both in Japan and abroad helped him
greatly in exploring and identifying problems for research and
analysis. Therefore, the author acknowledges his indebtedness to
persons, institutions and publishers who gave him valuable op-
portunities and assistance of one kind or another. In addition,
the author must express sincere appreciation and thanks to the
publisher of this book and its editorial staff who encouraged the
author to complete the manuscript and undertook to publish it.

January, 1980 Teruo Dot
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