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INTRODUCTION TO WEB PUBLISHING

Before You Begin...

If buying PageMill was your first big step
into the realm of World Wide Web pub-
lishing, stop right here. There may be gaps
in your understanding of the Web and
how it works. It's a good idea to fill those
gaps with basic background information
before you go any further.

This introductory chapter was written for
people who are brand new to the Internet
and the World Wide Web. It explains what
the Internet and World Wide Web are. It
tells you about HTML and how it is inter-
preted by a special kind of software called
a Web browser. It explains what PageMill
does for you so you know exactly why you
should be glad you use it. Finally, it pro-
vides a list of things to keep in mind when
planning your Web site. All along the way,
it defines important terms that will be
used throughout this book.

You won't find many pictures in this intro-
duction, but you will find lots of good,
useful information. If you're new to the
Internet or Web publishing, don't skip this
introduction. The few minutes you spend
here could save you hours in the future.
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Introduction

About the Internet

The Internet is a global network of
computers. It's a lot like the network you
might find in an office environment—but
instead of the networked computers being
separated by walls or cubicle partitions,
they may be separated by miles, moun-
tains, and oceans.

The Internet has been around since the
1960s, so it isn't new. What is new, how-
ever, is the boom in Internet interest and
access. More people access the Internet
today than ever before. And with access
getting cheaper and easier all the time, it
looks like the Internet will continue to
grow long into the future.

The Internet offers access to many fea-
tures. Here are just a few that interest
most Internet users:

B E-mail. Electronic mail makes it possi-
ble to exchange written messages with
other people all over the world, quickly
and cost effectively.

B Software. FTP (file transfer protocol)
sites offer the latest and greatest share-
ware and freeware files.

B Discussion groups. Newsgroups and
mailing lists let participants join in
topical discussions with people who
share their interests.

B “Published” Information. Gopher,
WAIS, and World Wide Web servers
make it possible to publish and
retrieve information from a wide
variety of sources.

v Tip

B Alot of people think the phrase World
Wide Web is the same as Internet. This
isn't true. The World Wide Web is only
part of the Internet. The Internet is far
more than just the World Wide Web.
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About the World Wide Web

The World Wide Web is the fastest
growing part of the Internet. Often
the first part of the Internet that new
users explore, its popularity is due
primarily to its graphic user interface
and ease of use.

Each week, thousands of new Web
pages appear on the World Wide Web.
Web publishers include:

B Major corporations interested in
global exposure (see Figure 1).

B Small, medium, and large busi-
nesses interested in advertising
(and selling) products and ser-
vices (see Figure 2).

B Individuals interested in sharing
information about themselves
(see Figure 3).

The truth is, anyone can publish on
the World Wide Web. If you've got
something to say, the Web is a good
place to say it—especially if you're
ready for millions of people to get
your message.
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Introduction

About Web Pages

A Web page may include any combination

of the following elements:

B Formatted text. Headings, bold and
italic styles, indented lists, and other
kinds of formatting can make text
easier and more interesting to read.

B Graphics and Multimedia. Whether
images, colorful lines, background pat-
terns, QuickTime movies, or Java

: : Figure 4. Here' I Web ith
applets, graphics and multimedia can magrg, commonl}e/i::de:l::gnets? 4 Ve poge Wi
make pages visually appealing or share

information that cannot be expressed

in words.

B Hypertext links. Clicking a text or
graphic link can display another page,
download a file, or open a mail form.

B Forms. Text input boxes, boxes, radio
buttons, check boxes, and pop-up
menus are some of the form elements
that can collect information from a
Web page viewer.

B Tables. Displaying text and graphics in
table layout keeps page appearance
neat.

B Frames. By splitting a browser window
into frames, more than one Web page
can be displayed at a time.

Figure 4 shows an example of a Web page
with many of these elements.

v Tip

B Don't let the word page confuse you.
In Web lingo, page is the same as
document or file. A Web page can be
any length—it has nothing to do with
the size of a printed piece of paper.
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Figure 5. Underlying every Web page is raw HTML
code. Here's what the code for the page in Figure 4
looks like in PageMill's HTML Source view.

About HTML

One of the benefits of publishing on the
World Wide Web is that Web pages can be
read by any kind of computer using any
kind of Web browser. (I tell you more
about browsers on the next page.) This is
possible through the use of a program-
ming language called HyperText Markup
Language (HTML). Plain text documents
written with HTML codes can be inter-
preted by Web browsers, which display the
codes as formatted text and graphics.

Figure 5 shows an example of what the
HTML document for the Web page in
Figure 4 looks like. If you look closely, you
can find and read the text that appears on
the page. Everything else is an HTML
markup code or tag that tells a Web
browser how to format text, where to find
graphics, and how to make form elements.

Fortunately, you don't need to deal with
HTML codes. PageMill writes the codes for
you automatically as you enter and format
text, graphics, links, and form elements. It
doesn't even show the codes to you.

v Tips

B PageMill supports HTML version 3.2
codes, along with some Netscape
Navigator and Microsoft Internet
Explorer extensions. Appendix D lists
the HTML codes PageMill supports.

B If you know HTML, you can enter raw
HTML codes in the HTML Source view
of a PageMill document. If entered
correctly, these codes will be read and
understood by browsers that support
them. If PageMill does not support
them, it will ignore them.
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Introduction

About Web Browsers

Web browser software is what makes
HTML code work. Programs like Netscape
Navigator and Microsoft Internet Explorer
read HTML code, interpret it, and display
it the way the Web page designer intended.

Well, not always. Unfortunately, not all
Web browsers interpret HTML codes the
same way. And not all Web browsers sup-
port all HTML codes. The only way to see
exactly how your Web page will look when
viewed with a specific browser is to open
the page with that browser.

The good news is that the most commonly
used browsers—Netscape Navigator and
Microsoft Internet Explorer, which
account for more than 90% of the
browsers in use today—can interpret all
the HTML codes that PageMill supports.

v Tips

B Each major computer platform—
Windows, Macintosh, and UNIX—
has its own collection of Web browsers.
Because of this, your Web pages can
look very similar from one platform to
the next. This makes the Web a perfect
cross-platform environment for sharing
information—even if that information
is accessible only within an organiza-
tion's intranet and not the Internet.

B Throughout this book, the term Web
browser refers to a graphic browser—
one that is capable of displaying for-
matted text and graphics on Web
pages. A text browser is another kind
of browser that displays Web pages as
unformatted text documents. Although
text browser users will not see the
graphics and formatting of your pages,
they will see the textual content.
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About Your Web Site

If you're creating a Web site from the
ground up, you can create an effective site
and save yourself a lot of aggravation by
planning ahead. Here are a few things to
consider:

B What do you want your pages to look
like? If you plan on having multiple
pages, you may want to use consistent
formatting, colors, background pat-
terns, logos, or other elements to give
your site its own identity and set it
apart from the others.

B Will your pages be long or short?
Long pages make it possible to provide
more information with fewer hits to
the site. Short pages load more quickly.
Each approach has its pros and cons.

B Will your pages rely heavily on
graphics? Remember that not all peo-
ple who browse the World Wide Web do
so with graphic browsers. These people
won't be able to see your pictures.

B How do you want to organize your
pages? Create an outline showing the
relationship between pages so you
know how the pages will link to each
other.

B How do you want to store your pages
and other files on disk? Take advan-
tage of the hierarchical file system to
organize files in folders and subfolders.

These are just a few things to think about
before you even launch PageMill. Browse
the World Wide Web to see what other
Web publishers are doing. Examine the
sites that appeal to you and figure out
what makes you like them more than oth-
ers. Anyone can create Web pages, but it
takes creativity and planning to put
together effective Web pages—the ones
people visit regularly and share with their
friends.
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