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APBnews.com Boxes

We keep you informed! Featuring 16
full-length stories written by APB
News writers. Criminal Justice Today,
6/e contains up-to-date and current
articles on today’s hottest topics, such
as genetic crimes and rape. But this
new edition doesn't stop there. Each
APB News Box provides a link to the
APB Web site, allowing you to read
these and other stories online.
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Web Quesist

Bring the Web into class! Web Quests!,
found at the end of each chapter, are
Web-based assignments that show how
to use the Web to research topics in the
criminal justice area.

WebEnriras!

End aimless Net surfing! WebExtras!,
integrated throughout the text, take
readers to crime and justice-related
Web sites. Some of the sites include:
the FBI, a site providing an in-depth
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shooting, and a site providing a

virtual tour of the U.S. Supreme Court.
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Links on the
http://talkjustice.com/cybrary.asp, and familiarize yourself with the Cybrary’s features. Note that
a number of general categories are listed on the home page. The power of the Cybrary, however,
lies in its advanced search capabilities. Practice using the Cybrary’s search feature. Once you have
become familiar with how the search feature works, use it to find links to the Uniform Crime
Reports (hint: look for the FBI's home page), the Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics, and the
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The Library Extras! listed here complement the WebExtras! found throughout this chapter.
Library Extras! may be accessed on the Web at cjtoday.com.
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Library Extra! 2-2  “Crime's Decline—Why?" National Institute of Justice Journal (N1], Octo.
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Library Extra! 2-3  Criminal Victimization (BJS, current volume).

Library Extra! 2-4  Prevalence, Incidence, and Consequences of Violence against Women: Find-
ings from the National Violence against Women Survey (N1), November
1998).

Library Extra! 2-5  Preventing Crime: What Works, What Doesr’t, What's Promising (NI],
1998)

Library Extra! 2-6  Promising Strategies to Reduce Gun Violence (N1J, 1999).

Library Extra! 2-7  Stalking in America: Findings from the National Violence against Women
Survey (NIJ, April 1998).

Library Extra! 2-8  Violence by Intimates: Analysis of Data on Crime by Current or Former
Spouses, Boyfriends, and Girlfriends (BJS, March 1998)

Women Offenders (B)S, December 1999).

Library Extra! 2-9
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can listen to the author introduce each

chapter and hear him identify important
criminal justice issues addressed by the text.

2ist Century Criminal Justice

These informative boxes lead readers into the
twenty-first century criminal justice enterprise,

and help prepare them for work in the next century.
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Library Extras! make suggested readings
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in the book. Most Library Extras! are
published by the National Institute of Justice
or by the Bureau of Justice Statistics.
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that shows the convergence
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preface

“r he first edition of this textbook appeared in print a little over ten years ago. At that time, I
chose what seemed to be a rather unique subtitle: An Introductory Text for the Twventy-First

& Century. The subtitle was unusual not only because the new century was still a decade away,
but because other introductory criminal justice authors seemed to be writing about the past and
not the future. I wanted my subtitle to speak to students and professors. I wanted it to say, “This
is a book that, while it owes a legacy to the past, is not bound by it. This is a book that will prepare
students of justice for the world of the future—a soon-to-be vital and real world with almost lim-
itless possibilities in which they will live and work.”

Since then, of course, much has changed. Criminal Justice Today is now in its sixth edition. The
long-awaited new century is here, and the future is on almost everyone’s mind.

As T write this preface to the sixth edition, I think of how the first edition of this text was a
standard ink-on-paper hardcover book with sparsely placed black-and-white photographs. I re-
flect on how it has evolved into a multimedia-rich, information-filled, experiential package that
brings up-to-the-minute learning opportunities to today’s students in printed form, on the Web,
via CD-ROM, and through other digital formats. I think of how it makes extensive use of tech-
nologically enhanced learning environments, and I hope that it has contributed, at least in some
small way, to the growth and continuing maturation of those environments.

The sixth edition of this learning package (for it is no longer merely a book) has become an in-
tegral part of our “wired” world—in the best sense of that term. Criminal Justice Today has
evolved into a multifaceted learning experience that, I believe, sets the standard for a new gener-
ation of educational tools that sweepingly integrate text-based information and electronic media
in ways not possible only a short while ago.

Although you can still hold this book in your hands, the printed pages are but a representation
of the multitude of learning possibilities that accompany it. The Criminal Justice Today compan-
ion web site (http://www.prenhall.com/schmalleger) and the cjtoday.com home page, for exam-
ple, add a wealth of constantly updated news, statistics, legal information, and diverse opinions to
the core text. The Criminal Justice Today e-mail discussion groups, message boards, and Talk
Justice facility make it possible for students and professors to interact with one another—and
with others across the nation and around the world who share an interest in criminal justice and
in crime prevention. Our criminal justice Cybrary (http://talkjustice.com/cybrary.asp) provides a
fully searchable gold mine of thousands of up-to-the-minute justice-specific Web sites to facili-
tate research, writing, and learning. WebCT templates for this textbook, as well as the online
teaching possibilities provided by the Criminal Justice Today companion website, allow classes to
be taught entirely online, so students can study criminal justice subject matter from virtually any-
where.

While much has changed over six editions, this text remains true to its original purpose. In the
preface to the first edition I wrote that the purpose of this book is “to teach criminal justice stu-
dents the fundamental tried-and-true concepts of an evolving discipline, to give them the
critical-thinking skills necessary to effectively apply those concepts to the real world, and to apply
those concepts and skills to today’s problems and to the emerging issues of tomorrow.” In
Chapter 1 I promised that this book would “describe in detail the criminal justice system, while
helping students develop an appreciation for the delicacy of the balancing act now facing it.” I
pointed out that the fundamental question for the future will be “how to ensure the existence of,
and effectively manage, a justice system which is as fair to the individual as it is supportive of the
needs of society.” Finally, I asked, “Is justice for all a reasonable expectation of today’s system of
criminal justice?” The sixth edition remains true to these roots, yet has blossomed in ways unan-
ticipated a mere decade earlier.

As it was from the start, Criminal Justice Today is intended for use by students everywhere who
are beginning the study of criminal justice. The sixth edition incorporates and supports the best

vii
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and most contemporary principles guiding the study of our discipline. The educational princi-
ples underlying the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences’ recent explorations into the accredita-
tion arena (via the ACJS Ad Hoc Committee on Minimum Standards for Criminal Justice
Education), for example, are incorporated into this text, as are some of the more prominent state-
specific guidelines for criminal justice education. Criminal Justice Today and its various supple-
ments are also written to be consistent with and supportive of the California POST College
Transition Program. The College Transition Program allows students to earn basic law enforce-
ment course certification credits during their college studies—reducing the academy training
time needed for students seeking law enforcement careers. POST standards, even when not state-
specific, add a pragmatic dimension to the study of criminal justice, stressing as they do the de-
velopment of useful employment-related abilities and critical-thinking skills.

In summary, Criminal Justice Today is intended not as a simple description of what has already
taken place in the field (although it contains plenty of descriptions and lots of historical informa-
tion), but as a visual and thoughtful guide to the study and practice of criminal justice today, a
road map through the criminal justice system of the twenty-first century, and a bridge between
past and future.

FRANK SCHMALLEGER, PH.D.
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The Exploring Criminal Justice Today CD-ROM contained in your textbook is as entertaining as
it is useful. Designed to help you learn about daily practices in the criminal justice system, the
CD facilitates a number of independent learning activities that you can use to enhance study ses-
sions, to build knowledge of key concepts, to quiz yourself on course material, and to learn about
important U.S. Supreme Court cases of relevance to each chapter. Keep in mind that your
instructor may require you to complete assignments from material found on the disc and may
ask you to submit those assignments via e-mail or in hard copy. Specific features of the CD-ROM
include:

>
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>>

>>

Interactive scenarios. These multimedia interactive scenarios are designed to improve
your justice-related decision-making skills. Each simulation is based on a real-life court
case, and each contains links to abbreviated on-disc court opinions.

Study review games. These chapter-specific vocabulary-building games focus on the key
terms listed at the start of each chapter and help you remember crucial concepts and
associated definitions.

Electronic exercises. Each practice quiz contains multiple-choice and true-false ques-
tions intended to help assess your understanding of course material.

Glossary. The terms in the disc-based glossary parallel the definitions of important ter-
minology used in the book. If you have any questions about the definition of a key term,
just check this glossary.
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>> Web links. If you are connected to the Internet while using the Criminal Justice Today
CD-ROM, you will be able to browse the Web and link to important criminal justice
sites from within other areas of the disc.

<instructions o the Student for Using Lriminal Jusiice
Today World Wide Web Feaiures>

Criminal Justice Today is supported by a widely acclaimed award-winning Web site accessible at
http://www.prenhall.com/schmalleger. Once you arrive at the site, click on the cover of your book
to enter. The feature-rich sixth edition Web site builds upon a strong tradition of standard-setting
excellence in Web-based media. It offers the following special features:

>> Electronic syllabus. Check here to see if your instructor has created an online syllabus. If
so, refer to it to keep track of reading assignments, test dates, term papers, and other
coursework. The electronic syllabus posted by your instructor may also contain links to
Web-based media, such as online lectures, and to sites chosen by your instructor for you
to view.

>> Audio chapter introductions. Hear the author introduce each chapter. Audio chapter
introductions require Real Player™ or Windows Media Player™ software.

>> Chapter learning objectives. Set your study goals for each chapter with chapter-specific
learning objectives. Use these objectives to maintain your focus on important materials
as you read through the text.

>> Practice review questions. Prepare for tests and assess your knowledge of critical con-
tent with online review questions. Use these true-false and multiple-choice questions to
test yourself as often as you want—and watch your scores improve.

>> Electronic homework. Respond to online essay questions and e-mail your answers to
your instructor for grading. Electronic homework makes it possible for you to demon-
strate your knowledge of core concepts while it helps save trees!

>> Chapter summaries. Review chapter materials with online summaries of key points.
Bulleted summaries allow for quick and easy access to critical content and can help you
remember important chapter information.

>> Web Quests! Work your way through comprehensive Web-based chapter projects, and
learn how to do criminal justice research on the Internet. Web Quests! make studying
enjoyable and open the door to a wealth of electronic information.

>> WebExtras! Visit sites that are closely related to the materials you are reading about.
WebExtras! provide a virtual criminal justice tour of the Internet, with visits to police,
courts, and corrections sites on the Web.

>> Library Extras! Read carefully selected documents from the Bureau of Justice Statistics,
the National Institute of Justice, the Bureau of Justice Assistance, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, and other agencies at the Criminal Justice Today electronic library. Library
Extras! are constantly updated to bring you the latest in criminal justice research and
data.

>> Crime and justice news. Stay up-to-the-minute with late-breaking crime and justice
news from APB News online. Continually updated stories provide complete coverage of
current events in the crime and justice field.

>> E-mail announcements of late-breaking crime news. Sign up for e-mail announce-
ments from APB News online, and have the latest in breaking crime news delivered right
to your desktop every day. E-mail announcements are a convenient and easy way of
keeping abreast of events in the justice field.

>> Careers center. Use the careers feature to find the best-paying jobs in the justice profes-
sion. If you aren’t sure that you want to work in the justice system, the careers center can
help you decide your future.

>> Message boards. Discuss criminal justice issues with students and professors from across
the country and around the world. Our boards allow you to read and post messages
whenever you are connected to the Internet.

>> E-mail discussion list. Join our e-mail discussion list, and stay abreast of what other stu-
dents are talking about. E-mail discussions are a handy way to stay current on issues in
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the field and to share your thoughts with others. You can also begin an e-mail study
group to review text materials with students in other colleges.

>> Dr. Frank Schmalleger’s Cybrary. Find what you're looking for on the Web with Dr.
Frank Schmalleger’s cyber-library of criminal justice links. Containing over 12,000 crime
and justice sites in its fully searchable database, the Cybrary is well known on the Inter-
net as “the world’s criminal justice site directory.”

>> Electronic glossary. Use this Web-based glossary as a ready-made study aid to help in
understanding key concepts and other text materials. Our glossary includes standardized
terminology from the criminal justice, criminology, law, and corrections fields.

>> Twenty-first-century criminal justice. Learn what the criminal justice system of tomor-
row will look like, and see how the principles that undergird today’s system will influ-
ence the justice system of the future.

>> The U.S. Constitution. Review the full text of the U.S. Constitution, including all
amendments. Use this feature to research the constitutionally protected rights of those
facing processing by the justice system.

CJT
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he American public is preoccupied with crime and justice as never before. Public opinion

polls show that Americans see crime as a very serious problem, and they believe it will get

worse in the next few years. And while they voice skepticism that government officials know
how to curb crime, they believe they have some solutions: Citizens overwhelmingly endorse such
punitive measures as three-strikes laws, mandatory prison terms, no parole, and expanding the
death penalty.

Perhaps it is the extensive media coverage about crime that has created a nation of “instant
experts” on justice matters. After all, no previous generation of Americans has been subjected to
saturated TV crime coverage, reality-based TV cop shows, and video cameras placed in stores
and patrol cars to film crimes in progress. Considering all that, plus the unprecedented coverage
of the Peoplev. O.]. Simpson case and other celebrity crimes, one can understand why crime pol-
icy has moved out of academic circles and into the living rooms of the American public. U.S. cit-
izens have seen the justice system “up close and personal,” and they are angry and demanding
change.

Of course, the public’s desire to address the crime problem is admirable. Without their coop-
eration, needed programs cannot be funded or implemented. But allowing them to direct reform
efforts is misguided and likely to be costly in both human and financial terms. Too much of cur-
rent crime policy is being made according to what we wish or believe, rather than on the basis of
what is known.

Those familiar with the justice system know that the O.]. Simpson case and all of the other
celebrity cases are idiosyncratic, an amalgam of individual ingredients that will never again arise.
Most cases are not settled through lengthy trials, DNA is seldom brought to bear, the death
penalty is almost never considered, and defenses like the battered women’s syndrome are rarely
offered or accepted. Information about these celebrity cases is, for most purposes, simply not rel-
evant to most justice decision making. In short, U.S. citizens have become experts by studying the
atypical.

So, we are rather in a quandary. The public’s newfound energy to do something about crime is
sorely needed, yet citizens possess little of the knowledge necessary to accurately address the
problem. Cancer is a major problem, too, but the public does not think it should go in there and
start tinkering—telling doctors what drugs to administer or when to hospitalize patients. But in
criminal justice matters, the public does tinker. It votes to enact punitive sentencing legislation,
abolish parole boards, and abandon treatment programs. It’s almost as if we have put the public
in charge of a major medical operation, and it is untrained and ill equipped for the task.

But lest we take the doctor analogy too far, justice is different from medicine because the com-
munity is a coproducer of justice, and experts can’t solve crime alone. In fact, they aren’t even the
critical link to the solutions. Rather, they depend on citizens to identify assailants, bring them to
justice, and assist in offender reintegration. So justice experts cannot simply say to the public,
“Leave us alone.” Rather the goal must be to move the public away from the television set and to-
ward more factual information. We must provide a comprehensive resource so that students and
the public can learn to separate crime fiction from crime fact.

I believe that is what Frank Schmalleger’s book Criminal Justice Today does so well. He pro-
vides a clear statement not only of the crime problem and explanations of the causes, but also of
what strategies might work. He helps us better understand the agencies that are responsible for
processing criminal cases and supervising offenders, and the legal and moral boundaries which
constrain them.

Schmalleger begins by summarizing criminal justice “reality” as it is currently known by schol-
ars and practitioners. Students may be surprised, for example, by his description of serious crime
trends. He tells us that while fear of crime is gripping the American public, high levels of reported
crime are concentrated in certain regions of the nation, and, in most instances crime is declining.
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Students might well believe that criminal victimization rates have reached record levels. They
have: They are at their lowest levels in 20 years! Again, Schmalleger sets us straight.

Many Americans might suspect that drive-by shootings or drug-related gunfire or holdups are
to blame for most shooting deaths. They would not be close to the truth. Schmalleger tells us that
the most common shooting death in America takes place not on the street but in the home: It is a
suicide. The second most common shooting death is not a random killing but someone shooting
someone he or she knows, often in the home.

After succinctly describing the reality of crime, Schmalleger turns his attention to crime cau-
sation. Knowing the causes of crime seems critically important to finding an effective interven-
tion. The bulk of Criminal Justice Today is appropriately devoted to discussing the laws that gov-
ern crime and describing the agencies responsible for administering justice. There are excellent
chapters devoted to each component of the justice system, from police through courts, correc-
tions, and probation and parole. Each chapter describes the roles and duties of those agencies, the
practitioners who work within them, and issues regarding evaluation and program effectiveness.
Importantly, the chapters also explain the relationship between justice agencies and their pro-
found influence on one another—for example, how jail populations and procedures affect pris-
ons, which in turn influence probation and parole policies, which in turn influence rehabilitation
prospects.

But more useful than any of these specific details on crime or the justice system is the organiz-
ing theme of the entire textbook. Schmalleger writes that justice in America is ever changing and
cyclic, and at any point in time it mostly reflects how citizens have chosen to balance the justice
system’s two primary objectives: community safety versus individual rights. Balancing these two
competing goals creates a constant and unavoidable tension in formulating justice policies and
programs.

Of course, we all want community safety. But, philosophically, Americans tend to align them-
selves more or less with one of these two perspectives. There are those who prioritize the protec-
tion of personal freedoms and civil rights within the justice process. Schmalleger labels these peo-
ple individual-rights advocates. The public often refers to such people as “liberals.” On the other
hand, there are those who suggest that, specifically on crime matters, the interest of society
should take precedence over individual rights. Schmalleger labels such people public-order advo-
cates, and they are popularly thought of as political “conservatives.”

Depending on the mood of the country, either crime control or due process concerns receive
higher priority. During the 1960s to 1980s, protecting individual rights and due process concerns
seemed most important, whereas calls for social and individual responsibility now are para-
mount. Schmalleger correctly notes that it is the tension between these two perspectives that
forms the basis of most policymaking; public-order advocates are currently winning the day, and
conservative crime policies are in vogue.

I believe Schmalleger’s excellent discussion of these two perspectives in Chapter 1, and his ef-
fective weaving of the concept throughout each of the subsequent chapters, is this book’s most
unique contribution. Once students have mastered these two concepts, they will have learned
something far more important than simply the facts and figures behind crime and justice; they
will have learned how to think about crime and policies proposed for its reduction. Laws and de-
tails about crime and justice agencies will change, but having an understanding of how to think
appropriately about crime is an educational advance that will forever be useful to students,
whether they become criminal justice professionals or simply seek to be more informed citizens.

I know I join my criminological colleagues in congratulating Dr. Schmalleger for another ex-
cellent edition of Criminal Justice Today. It is a great service to criminal justice students and the
general public.

JOAN PETERSILIA, PH.D.
University of California, Irvine
Former President, American Society of Criminology
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Justice is truth in action!
—BENJAMIN DISRAELI (1804—-1881)

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.
—MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. (1929-1968)



