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To Timothy E. Head,
Going Native in Hawaii



Preface

While visiting the Archive of the Yale University
Library to prepare for publication in China of the
correspondence of Samuel Wells Williams (22 September
1812 — February 16 1884)', I found the three bounded
volumes of his diaries. One is what you have now in your
hands, his daily journal of the Perry’s Expedition to Japan
for 1853 and 1854°. The old veteran Commodore of the U.S.
Navy, Matthew Galbraith Perry (1794 — 1858) succeeded
in putting an end to the isolation policy of the Shogunate
Government by his peaceful, though threatening with men-
of-war, means. Japan now opened their long-closed door to
the foreigners and their commerce, which important event
caused as great an impact to all the Japanese as the Opium
War had done to the Chinese people. /oyl 4 (Shimazaki
Tohson: 1872 — 1943), modern poet and novelist, made an
impressive sketch of such a far-reaching shock and influence
of the coming of the Perry’s black ships in one of his great
novels called Dawn.

S. Wells Williams liked correspondence with his
family, friends and colleagues. What we sometimes call
his “Japan Journal” in short are actually not a diary, but it
is the collection of numbered sheets of letter-paper which
were written, folded and sent by person or mail to his wife,
as private letters first of all. After his death, his only son,

1. GO TR R P i 12— ok PR 1A 48 (4223 M0F)
J7 PR AR AL, 2012 4 12 .

2. Yale MS547/Series 11. Samuel Wells Williams Papers/Box 30.
Journal: Trip to Japan with Commodore Perry 1853-1854.
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Frederick Wells Williams edited the private letters of “Japan
Journal” for the sake of publication in 1910 for the Asiatic
Society in Japan. We can see that Frederick did edit his
father’s writings. For one thing, he cut quite a lot of whole
pages and passages especially referring to the family affairs
and personal religious life of his father, which amounts to
something nearly 50 pages in all. He sometimes thought
it better to change the words and expressions of his father
into his, paraphrasing or editing, as well. We can notice a
few misprints which apparently were overlooked in proof-
reading by Frederick.

My principle of preparing a transcription text out of
whatever augraph papers, such as letters or diaries, of S.
Wells Williams, is mere faithfulness to his original writing.
The working procedure is something like careful and
patient reading of his autograph writing to start with, then
preserve or represent it in every way possible to our modern
computer usuage.

It is hard to say who made the original sheets of
letter-paper into a bounded volume, perhaps by S. Wells
Williams himself, dating back to 1860s to 1870s, or by his
son Frederick dating back to 1900. We can understand
that the bounded volume was better than a collection of
numbered and folded sheets of letter-paper, when it came to
printing in Japan. On the other hand, a bounded volume is
likely to suffer much more damage, for a spine and thread
is often broken by rough hands of compositors. Actually
the preservation condition of our volume is extremely bad
indeed, tord pages, spine broken, etc. Since it is apparently
hard to have the damaged volume microfilmed, the only
choice left to me for reading and typing it was to spend
one summer at New Haven to read and transcribe it from

the original document, another summer to make a digital



camera photo copy of the volume, and the third summer for
my son, 7% ¢ WM (Miyazawa Fumio: %< 1t 2% B K 2% K
“FRC L FE ), one of the assistant editors, to spend two
weeks at the Library to get my own digital photo copy re-
shot or corrected. He pointed out so many parts of my first
draft trascription text were not faithful representations of
the original text. We fear that it costs so much time and cost
in restoration that perhaps for some time to come we may
find it difficult to prepare any facsimile reprint edition of the
“Japan Journal” volume for publication.

PR (bt S R DUEIE T & BRI 5T 0L ),
chief editor, is responsible for the transcription text of this
volume, while J# [¥]5i ( A<y L7 K57 6] B SCHE 52 ), the
other assistant editor, helped him with proof-reading and
notes.

[ tried my best to be faithful and exact to the original
writing of S. Wells Williams. Notes in square brackets are
those of editors, while a few notes in round brackets are
those of S. Wells Williams himself. Frederick, his son,
added a number of scribblings in red pencils on the original
text, and also he changed the way of speaking of his father
etc. 1 ignored them all of the later changes or mistyping
on the part of Frederick, purposing only to be as faithful a
transcriber to his father as possible.

It is a great pleasure to dedicate this humble work to
my old university teacher, Timothy E. Head, who wrote an
interesting book about Hawaii, remembering his interest in
the history of the Bonin Islands when I met him first time in
W16 ‘}él it half a century ago.

PTPEEL (Shinichi Miyazawa), September 2013, Beijing.
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On the 9" of April, 1853, I received a request from
Commodore Perry to accompany him to Japan as interpreter,
he wishing to have me ready by the 21% on which day he
intended to sail. On his reaching Canton, I had an interview
with him, and learned that he had made no application to
the Secretaries [of ABCFM] at Boston respecting assistance
of this sort, nor informed them of his intentions; he said
that this never occurred to him, for he had repeatedly heard
in the U.S. that I wished to join the expedition, and would
be ready on his arrival in China to leave. Dr. Bridgman
[Elijah C.Bridgman:1801~1861;an American missionary
to China, ABCFM]' was with me at this interview, and
we spoke of various topics connected with the enterprise
taken in hand to improve the intercourse with Japan, from
which we inferred that this first visit this year was intended
to chiefly ascertain the temper of the Japanese in respect
to the propositions which would be submitted to them. At
any rate no hostilities were determined on, except, indeed,
to repel an attack or actual aggression, for many vessels
of the squadron had not reached China yet, and he wished
to make an experimental visit first. He added that he had
refused to employ Von Siebold [Philipp Franz Balthasar von
Siebold:1796~1866] as interpreter because he wished to
keep the place for me, —doubtless a compliment to me, but
not very wise in him, so far as efficient intercourse [to] with
the Japanese went.

In conclusion, I told him that unless I could get some
person to take charge of my printing-office, I could not
possibly leave Canton. At the next meeting of the mission,
held April 20", it was concluded that Mr. Bonney [Samuel
William Bonney:1815~1864;an American missionary to
China, ABCFM] leave his station at New Town and find
somebody to take the house if possible, and take charge

r=pxE] 3
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of my printing-office while I was absent; he intended, if
possible, to get M" Beach or M" Cox, if not both, to occupy
the house, but in this he failed.

I went to see Com. Perry the next day, and told him
that I would go with him till October, and could not be
ready to leave before the 5" to 10" of May, in consequence
of the various matters necessary to be attended to. It was
recommended to him to get a lithographic press in order
to assist in promulgating the wishes of the American
people & let the people know what we had come for; to
this he agreed, & I purchased an iron press of Mr. Lucas
for $120, which 1 hope will be a good outlay. [ stipulated
too, that I should not be called on to work on the Sabbath
& should have comfortable accommodations on board
ship. Moreover, I stated to the Commodore that I had never
learned much more than to speak with ignorant Japanese
sailors, who were unable to read even their own books, and
practice in even this imperfect medium had been suspended
for nearly nine years, during which time I had had no one
to talk with; he therefore must not expect great proficiency
in me, but I would do the best I could. In my own mind, I
was almost decided not to go at any rate on account of the
little knowledge I had of Japanese literature and speech, and
am now sure that [ have been rightly persuaded by friends
to go. It is strange to me how attention has been directed to
me as the interlocutor & interpreter for the commander of
the Japanese expedition, not only from people hereabouts
but from the United States: while we are here, speculations
as to the propriety of leaving Canton in this capacity, a letter
comes from Plattsburgh, desirous Sarah to come home with
the children, for that her friends had heard that I was to be
absent two years to act as interpreter in Japan. I certainly
have not sought the place, nor did I expect more than to be



